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     Serving food to those less
fortunate than us can be a
very humbling experience.
We have now mastered a few
menu’s that work good for
the food donations and

preparations. About 6-10 of
us meet here by 2 p.m. and
start to warm up the food that
has been prepared ahead of
time by members of the

congrega-
tion. Bar-
b-que and
macaroni
& cheese
both go

into two large electric
roasters. Green beans are
boiled at the church and then
put into a large roaster. We
take water in large coolers
plus we make the drinks and
put them in large coolers too.
We usually take 12 to 18 doz.
rolls for the bar-b-que and
about 12-18 large jars of
applesauce, an assortment of
12-20 cakes, brownies and
cookies. We take serving
utensils plus all the plates,

cups, napkins
and plastic
ware to serve
all the
people. By 5
p.m. about 13 volunteers
load up 4 -6 vans, SUV’s,
trucks and cars to get all the
food into the city. 
     When we arrive in
Lancaster, the people are
already lined up. We set-up
an efficient assembly line to
fill the plates as the people
pass by. We serve about 120

first time
meals and a
total of 200
with
seconds. 
     Anyone

is welcome to eat. Many are
carrying their 
           (continued on page 2)
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Bruce E. Tully, Senior Pastor
Office – 656-8064    Cell – 413-8417

Pastor’s E-mail
pastor@salemhellers.com 

Scott Harrison
Pastor of Youth Ministry

Office - 661-7020 - Cell - 341-2386 
E-mail – SYG@salemhellers.com  

Joyce E. Gehman, Office Administrator
656-9249   --   Fax 717-656-9393
Office Hours  - 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

E-mail – info@salemhellers.com 
Website – www.salemhellers.com 

George Cooper, Consistory President
330-0148

Sheryl (Sherry) D. Oswald
Music/Choir Director

399-3882

Ron Gardiner, Organist
738-3708
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     The deadline for the April Pastor’s
Helper will be Monday, March 15, 2010. 
Please have all correspondence, meeting
dates and times into the church office by
the deadline.  Thanks for your help in
meeting this deadline!
                          Joyce Gehman, Editor

(continued from page 1)
belongings in plastic grocery
bags. They are anxious to get
in and sit
for as long
as they can
to stay in
the warm
room. Many
take 3 - 16 oz. drinks as this 
is probably all they may get
in a day. 
     You don’t realize how
many are less fortunate than
we are. We take so much for
granted …how often do you

go to the refrigerator for a
drink in one day. 
     After you have served a
meal to the hungry, you
realize how fortunate you are
to go to the cupboard anytime
you want and pick from the
abundance of snacks
available. How blessed are
you…to have a place to sleep
tonight and the choice of
foods to eat when ever you
want?

-M. Sensenig
¥¥¥¥People in photos (left to right): 
* 1st photo - Margaret Sensenig,
Annabelle Herr, Walt McClair 
* 2nd photo - Bruce Kofroth
* 3rd photo - David Sensenig,
Bruce Kofroth
* 4th photo - Annabelle Herr ¦¦¦¦
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���������&�'  - every
Monday in Lent at 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m.

�������(  - Palm Sunday -
Cantata

������)#� - Passover
�*�+,� � - Maundy Thursday

Upper Room - 6-8 p.m.
(handicapped 5:30 p.m.)

�*�+,��  - Good Friday -
Community Good Friday

Service - Stumptown
Mennonite Church - 7
p.m.

�*�+,�-  - Easter Sunday -
Early Service - 8 a.m. -
Worship / Holy Com-
munion - 10:15 a.m.
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spark a flame...fan the fire
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Mar. 3 - 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 10 - 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 17 - 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 24 - 6:30 p.m.
Mar. 31 - 6:30 p.m.
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     Please check the bulletin
board outside Pastor Scott’s
office for any additional
activities, check the weekly
bulletins or call Pastor Scott
at 661-7020.
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�$�.  - Ron Nickel* - 
Annabelle Herr, Chair - Paul
Herr, Bob Brinker, Al &
Phyllis Bartholomew,
Colleen Baker, Elma Barr,
Ron Nickel, Gerald & Dawn
Oswald, Pauline Fisher, Levi
& Mary Ann King, Skip
Reynolds, Ben King

0����
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�$�.  -
Pastor Bruce* - Ragen
Burns, Chair - Scott Gribble,
Jeanne Harris, Ragen Burns,
Sherry Oswald, Pastor Bruce
Tully, Scott Harrison,
George Cooper

������$.��
�
�$�.  -
Ben King* - Russ Latschar
& Gene Rodgers, Co-Chair -
Levi King, Jay Shirk, Dave
Hill, Bruce Ranck, Steve
Johnson, Ben King

���
���
�
�$�.�  -
Lorin Wortel, Chair - Gerald
Oswald, Annabelle Herr,
Don Steller, Susan Markley

�����������
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- Sandi Moffett* - Doug
Rineer, Chair. - Paul Herr,
Bob Brinker, Tony Kreider,
Walt McClair
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$$��
- Erin Hanna* - Margaret
Sensenig, Chair, Dave
Sensenig, Janet Gribble,
Betty Snyder, Ragen & Deb
Burns, Paul & Annabelle
Herr, Arlene Kofroth, George
Cooper, Al Bartholomew, 
Scott Harrison, Pastor Bruce 
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$$��  - June
Steller, (temporary) Chair -
Lorraine Latschar, Joan Bair,
June Steller, Elma Barr,
Marie Peazzoni

���
�$
��������2
$
��  �
�
�$�.  ���2
�
$$��� - June Steller* -
Lisa Tully, Chair - Mary
Rineer, Vice Chair, Scott
Gribble, Secretary – plus
teachers and those interested
in Christian Education
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$��   - Dennis Hinerdeer* -
Scott Gribble, Chair - Deb
Burns, Phyllis Bartholomew,
Dennis Hinerdeer
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$$��  - Erin Hanna,
Chair - Lorin Wortel, Scott
Gribble, Larry Large, Tillie
Snader
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$���������
�  -
Pastor Tully* - Elders of the
church

*Representative - Person who
reports to Consistory.
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     The church secretary will
be away from Monday, March
29th to Friday, April 2nd. She
will return to the office April
5th.  
     Any emergencies can be
directed to Pastor Bruce at
717-656-8064, 717-413-8417
or Pastor Scott at 717-661-
7020, 717-341-2386. 
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     For several years the
church secretary has compiled
a list of Salem Hellers’
students/adults who graduate
each year. If you are a
member of Salem Hellers or
know of someone who is that
is graduating this year from
high school, vo-tech,
Cosmetology school, Nursing
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school, college, grad school
etc.  Maybe even someone
receiving their GED. Any
type of higher education is
included in this list. I’m
looking for anyone of any
age. 
     I will feature these
individuals in the July/
August PH. Forms are
available by calling the
church office or you can pick
one up at the Information
Center in the foyer. 
��3�
���&,��4�����&�����������
church secretary/office
4�5����6&��� �� 7 Forms may
be put into the secretary’s
mailbox, outside the church
office, or mailed to the
church c/o the church
secretary.
     Thank you!

Joyce Gehman
Church Secretary
717-656-9249
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     The Lenten breakfasts are
continuing in March. They
begin at 6 a.m. Please sign
up on the Information Center
in the foyer if you plan to
attend any or all of the

breakfasts.
The March schedule is as
follows:
Mar. 3 - Leola United

Methodist
Mar. 10 - Salem Hellers
Mar. 17 - Groffdale Men-

nonite
Mar. 24 - Zion Lutheran
Mar. 21 - Worship Center
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F Deadline
Alc Randy Alcorn

     After being involved in a
tragic traffic accident,
journalist Jake Woods must
draw upon all his resources

to uncover the truth about the
suspicious circumstances.  He
is swept up in a murder
investigation that is complex
and dangerous.  Jake is drawn
in deeper and deeper as he
searches for the answer for
the mystery at hand and
ultimately the deeper meaning
of his own existence.

.�&�8���&,����,,���+��  –
recommended for young
people ages 8-12

YA The O’Reilly Factor
for Kids

Ore Bill O’Reilly

     In his latest book, Bill
O’Reilly talks straight to
teens He addresses their most
pressing concerns.  He
discusses sex, money
smoking, drugs, alcohol, and
friends. What he has to say
about these issues might
surprise you. e also shares
wisdom on subjects such as
death, politics and God.  He
hopes that you will make
smart choices in your life.

��+,����%����,,���+��  –
recommended for infants to 7
years old

E A Child’s Calendar
811.5 John Updike
Upd

     From the short, frozen
days of January, through the
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long green days of June, to
the first snowflake of
December, here are
children’s poems for all
twelve months.  Each is
illustrated with colorful
paintings that make a time of
the year unique.
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     One of the Belles
Women’s Ministry commu-
nity outreach ministries is to
deliver Easter baskets to the
Shelter for Abused Women
and the Milagro House. The
baskets are available for pick
up in Cowan Hall. They
should be back at the church
by Sunday, March 28 (Palm
Sunday) so they have enough
time to deliver them for
Easter.
     There will be lists in-
cluded with each basket to
give you ideas on what to fill
the basket with. There will
also be a sign-up sheet to
sign your basket/s out and in,
when you bring them back.
     Thank you for your
continued support of this
annual Easter project.
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     Enclosed with your
Pastor’s Helper this month is
a form to order Easter
flowers in memory of or in
honor of your loved ones.
     Please make checks
payable to Salem Evangelical
Reformed Church, Hellers.
Deadline for ordering is
Sunday, March 21st. Place
your order form with
attached payment in the
mailbox marked “Church
Belle’s - Joyce Kreider”
located outside the church
office (bottom row, second
from right). Thank You!
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     Boy, did you ever see so
much snow? I have not been
able to scamper outside for
quite awhile so I did not have
an opportunity to check out
that Ground Hog under the
shed in the cemetery. I stayed

inside and scampered around
inside alot.
     The other day, I heard
noise in the Parlor down
stairs and so I scampered
down and then. . .  I saw Pat
Rodgers in the Parlor and I
have heard that she does not
like mice, so I just stayed
back. Then, as she was
running the vacuum cleaner, I
heard her say to Gene, “Uh
oh, someone must have a gray
cat, there is cat hair here on
the sofa.” Boy, did I get out of
there fast!!! Gene was doing
some work down there, too,
but I see him working down
there often.
     There is going to be a
Lasagna Dinner on February
20th. I will have an
opportunity to get some
crumbs. Speaking of crumbs,
I have really been getting alot
of crumbs after Coffee Hour.
I don’t know who sweeps
Cowan Hall since Gordy is
not here; but perhaps
someone would like to
volunteer to sweep the floor
after Coffee Hour. This
mouse, of course, does not
mind; however, I am getting
to eat all the crumbs!!! 
     Do you realize that Ash
Wednesday is fast
approaching and that means
that the Lenten Breakfasts
will start? This mouse tries to
attend some that are near by;
however, if these snow piles
don’t melt soon, I won’t get
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out. It is just too cold! This
mouse is happy for the
farmers; however, this snow
puts nitrogen into the soil
and that means good crops.
That is a part of God’s Plan
and we are blessed.
     This mouse was sorry to
hear of the passing of Manny
Lapp. Manny has had many
health issues these past
couple of years, and he was
always a fighter. He was a
special man, who had been a
member here at Hellers
Church for quite awhile.
Everyone knew Manny! He
was a friend to everyone.
This mouse feels that God
said to Manny when he got
up to heaven, “Well done,
my kind and faithful friend.”
God bless you  Manny. . .
rest in peace.
     This mouse scampered
down to Cowan Hall last
Tuesday and found the
Agape’ group were having
their monthly get-together.
Pat Steckel shared with the
group her hobby of saving
seals. She has been saving
seals of all sors since she
was a little girl. This mouse
happened to see some of
them and it was interesting
to see how many and what
they looked like. Great job
Pat!
     Each month Agape’ tries
to have someone present a
hobby or interest to share
with the group. I understand

that Gene Rodgers will share
some of his pictures, that is,
according to Pat, if he gets
them ready. If he does not, he
will show the VCR of the
“Eruption of Mt. St. Helens
Mountain.” This happened
quite awhile ago; however, it
was quite devastating. This
mouse hopes to attend. Hope
to see you there. Agape’
meets the first Tuesday of
each month at 10 a.m. and we
are served a warm lunch
made by Annabelle Herr.
Don’t look for me. . . I’ll be
hiding!
    Levi King plows the
church parking lot open when
it snows, so he has really
been busy this year. Thanks
for the nice job, Levi.
(Perhaps you could shovel a
small area for me, but then
on the other hand, I’m better
off inside!!) Thanks also to
Doug Rineer for shoveling
paths.
     My thoughts and prayers
are with all of you who are
hurting in any way. I asked
the Lord to place a healing
hand on you and give you
peace.
     ‘Til next time - GOD
BLESS YOU!

P.S. I hope to see all of you
in church so that we can
enjoy Pastor Tully’s message,
as well as, the choir singing

so beautifully. I cannot forget
Joyce, in our church office,
she puts all of our bulletins,
Pastor’s Helpers etc. together.
She always does a good job!
She usually has some candy
in a dish or some kind of
treat, too! That always makes
this mouse happy!!  ((((
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     The Missions Committee
is taking orders for Peanut
Butter and Coconut Cream
Eggs again this year. The
price is the same as last year -
$10 a pound. Pick up will be
Palm Sunday. There is a sign-
up sheet on the Information
Center in the foyer or you can
call or email the church office
to place your order. 
     Jeanne Harris is the master
chef of these delicious eggs!
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“For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are

your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord. “As the
heavens are higher than

the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and

my thoughts than your
thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)
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     There is an old tale of a
village that bought a fancy
tower clock. Some time after
it was installed, a visitor to
the town discovered that all
the people were sleeping
during the day and working
at night. When he questioned
them about this, they
answered, "We have the
most unique town in
America. After we got our
new clock, we began to
notice that the sun kept
rising earlier and earlier
every morning. Finally the
daytime hours were dark and
the night hours were light.
We are petitioning the
President for special
recognition as the only town
in America with such a
situation."
     As it turned out, of

course, the new clock had
been running slower and
slower, all because sparrows
were roosting inside it. The
people allowed themselves to
be controlled by this manmade
device. (Quoted from Ruth
Ann Ridley, "Learning to Live
in the Limits," Discipleship
Journal (Jan/Feb 1983)
     Are we, too, in danger of
turning upside down? 
Pray for the leadership of
Salem Hellers that we will
follow God’s ways unerr-
ingly. The theme verse for the
Consistory this year is Psalm
25:4-5 (NIV)  

Show me your ways, O
Lord, teach me your paths;
 [5] guide me in your truth

and teach me, for you are God
my Savior, and my hope is in

you all day long. 

                              -G. Cooper
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     If you are interested in
becoming a part of the Prayer
Shawl Ministry, we will be
meeting at the church from 1
p.m.-2:30 or 3 p.m. on the 1st

and 3rd Monday of each
month. June, July and August
we will not meet since
everyone likes to be outside
enjoying the warm weather. 
     Our first meeting will be
Monday, March 1st. If you
want to join us, please call the
church office at 717-656-
9249 or sign up at the
Information Center in the
foyer.
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 3 Bruce and Arlene Kofroth (54th)
 7 Ken and Bertha Dietrich (45th)

Jere and Carole Haigh (12th)
24 Jeffrey and Debra Creamer (31st)

      (If your wedding anniversary does not
appear on this list, please call the church office.

We would like to update our records.)

0
$���$�	��7�7�7�7��&��9��:�9�&,��4�;
Sinday, Mournday, Tearsday, Wasteday,

Thirstday, Frightday and Shatterday.

Seven days without God - makes one WEAK!

-contributed by Mary Rineer

��������������������
2��2��2��2��������������� �� � � � �  �

  3 Andy Reynolds, Logan Kurtz,
  4 Ron Nickel
  5 Tom Bashore, Brett Kreider,

Susan Evans
  6 Tony King
  8 Gladys Stover, Arlene Rineer, Jessica

Swinehart, Ryan King
  9 John C. Duckworth
10 Marty Nickel
12 Judi Shirk, Jack Harrison
13 Donald Landis
14 Mary Landis, Jere Haigh
15 Jarred Burns
16 Ben King, Alisha Knosp
19 Carl Brian, Rick Ranck
20 Marian Keener, Alex Baker, Greg Schrock,

George Cooper
21 Paul Ngo
23 Naomi Johnson, Austin Dell, Alison

Moffett, Michael Harrison
24 Candy Kreider, Janice Snyder
27 Amy Chamberlin
28 Don Geschwindt, Esther Heritage
29 D. Bob Furlow, Stephanie Ngo, Dorothy

Hillegass, Carole Haigh
30 Ryan Groff, 
31 Dennis Wenger

(If your name does not appear on this list,
please call the church office.)
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        Worship S.S.
Jan. 3 114 42
Jan. 10 118 43
Jan. 17 120 35
Jan. 24 110 36
Jan. 31 138 42

Average worship attendance
for January 2010 - 120

Average worship attendance
for January 2009 - 132
Average Sunday School

attendance for January 2010 -
40
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Current $15,193.00
Missions     756.00
Improvement     329.00
Initial            38.00
Christmas Env.      50.00
Memorial Fund   60.00
Flowers        90.00
Inkind Contrib. 119.75
Perpetual Care 200.00
Cemetery Fund 50.00
Youth Program       127.00
Upper Room 9.00
Mission Offering 229.00
Haiti Fund 300.00

$�$�� < !���#7!�

�����2������������2������������2������������2�������
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������
Scott Gribble - (396-9324) -   
Head Usher
David & Margaret Sensenig
Brandon Adams
John Snyder

	���$���
Mar. 7 - Gene & Pat Rodgers
Mar. 14 - Ragen & Deb

Burns
Mar. 21 - Mervin & Shirley

Bare
Mar. 28 - Bob & Joan Bair

��.��������
Mar. 7 - Linda Ranck
Mar. 14 - Pat Rodgers
Mar. 21 - Tony Kreider
Mar. 28 - Paul Herr


��0��
�
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Mar. 7 - Pat Steckel
Mar. 14 - Vickie Hinerdeer
Mar. 21 - Joan Bair
Mar. 28 - Phyllis Bartholo-

mew

�

��
�	�1�		���
Lorin Wortel

George Cooper

������
Mar. 7 - Levi King
Mar. 14 - Levi King
Mar. 21 - Scottie Harrison
Mar. 28 - Ragen Burns

�
���
Mar. 7 - Ragen Burns
Mar. 14 - Erin Hanna
Mar. 21 - Ragen Burns
Mar. 28 - Erin Hanna
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     The Church Hour Nursery
schedule will be on the
Information Center in the
foyer. Please check there to
sign up. Thank you!
     If you are not available to
volunteer in the nursery on
your scheduled date, please
find your replacement then
contact Joyce Gehman,
church secretary, at 656-9249
or put a note in her mailbox. 
You should be in the nursery
by 10 a.m. After the service,
wait for the parents to come
and get their child. You
should also straighten up the
nursery. Thank You!
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   Thanks to everyone who
helped prepare or participated
in the Memorial Service. It is a
very meaningful and special
time to remember our church
members who have gone on
before us.

Scott Gribble, Chair
Memorial Committee 

     Thank you all so much for
the luncheon you provided for
my family and friends. You
did a wonderful job! It was
GREAT seeing all of you
again. God Bless You All!

Love,
Flossie Lapp 
& family

Dear Salem Hellers Church
family and friends,
     I want to express my
sincere gratitude and thanks to
everyone for their many
prayers, a multitude of cards
and gifts. I am truly indebted
to the church family for your
prayers for the surgical/
medical team that repaired my
heart valve.
     Pastor Tully thank you for
your prayers and visits before,
during and after the procedure.
The many prayers gave me
peace of mind and confidence
of a successful operation and

 recovery.
God Bless,
Paul Herr

     I wanted to take a minute
and thank everyone for their
thoughts and prayers. This
deployment has shown me
what a loving wife, family
and community I have
around me. I thank all of you
for your support. 
  With my deepest gratitude,
  SGT Ryan Smith
  PA Army National Guard

     In times of need we all
pull together and make big
things happen. Your
compassion in the wake of
the Haiti crisis was
overwhelming. Our
collection for Haiti was
$1,625. That amount is a
great testament that shows
we care and have
compassion for those in
need. We can’t always go
and serve but it is just as
important that we support
those that CAN... and DO
serve. Be thankful each day
for the many little blessings
that we all take so much for
granted; like where our next
meal will come from,
running water and the roof
over our heads. May God
richly bless each of you as
you DAILY remember those
less fortunate than you!

Missions Committee

������	6������	6������	6������	6 ������ ��
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Dear Friends,

     By now we are fully
submerged in the season of
Lent. I hope you are planning
on attending the Wednesday

breakfasts at our Ministerium churches. Of
course we will once again present the Upper
Room communion experience on Maundy
Thursday, followed on Friday by the community
Good Friday service at Stumptown Mennonite
Church. Don’t forget the Cantata being planned
for Palm Sunday Worship! Easter Sunday will
be celebrated at an early service (8:00), followed
by breakfast, and then our traditional worship
service at 10:15.

     Why is this season so important to us? It is
important in that it defines who we are as God’s
children. Without the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ it would be impossible for us to be
in a loving relationship with the incredible,
Sovereign Creator. I wonder if the busyness of
our lives causes us to miss some of the
significance of the sacrifice of Christ. We try so
hard to get it all done on our own. It seems that
sometimes we are successful at it, and we don’t
really need any help. Lone Rangers—that’s what
we are in 21st Century America.

     But we DO need God’s help. We are born
into sin and are thus separated from God. Unless
God intervenes for us, we are lost. Jesus
willingly offered up His body to be murdered so
that in that act He might take the whole of our
sin upon Himself. Our sin was set aside when
He died. In its place Jesus gave to us His own
righteousness that we might appear holy before
the Lord God Almighty. What a gift that is!
Dirty, filthy, unrighteous sinners, without doing
anything to deserve it, now appear spotless

before the face of God! There is no better news
than this.
     One of the results of this act was that the veil
between you and God has been torn in half. The
barrier between you and God no longer keeps
you apart. You have the right, and are in fact
encouraged, to take your joys, worries,
confessions, and pleas to God Himself, as you
practice the art of conversing with Him—prayer.
There is no higher court of appeals. God Himself
is the highest authority, and there is nothing that
separates you from Him. 

Thessalonians 5:16-18 reads: 
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks

in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.” 

     These are good, positive things that Paul
commands of us. In life, be joyful. In all things
give thanks, and remember to pray without
ceasing. One of the things some of your leaders
are beginning to do in earnest is to pray. I
confess that I have not been as prayerful for
Salem Hellers as I ought. So starting in mid-
February I, along with others, have committed to
praying for this church on a daily basis. I am
praying for the Spirit to so infuse this place with
His presence that nobody can avoid Him! I pray
for a revival of His Spirit among our people, in
daily lives and in our worship together. I pray for
our ministries, both present and those yet to
come. I pray for Pastor Scott and his family.

     I would like for you all to be part of this
movement. So many have mentioned that they
are unable to do what they used to do for the
church. Physical abilities tend to slip away from
us over time. But the one thing you can do, and
the most important thing we need from you is
the act of prayer. Soon we will be offering
opportunities to join us in prayer. I am not yet
totally sure what this will look like as we move
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forward, but I know that prayer is such a critical
part of our future life that there is nothing else to
do until we begin to bathe this place in prayer. 

     Will you commit to being a prayerful
member of Salem Hellers? Will you reawaken
your love relationship with the Lord and take up
a daily conversation with Him about His
church? Will you pray for your leaders? Will
you pray for your pastors? 

     You are needed in this fight. If you love your
church and you desire to see it fulfill its mission
in Lancaster County—pray. If you want to see
your life blossom with blessings—pray. If you
long to love the Lord your God in a deeper and
more meaningful manner—pray. Prayer will
never be without effect. God hears all prayer,
and He adores those who join Him in that
conversation. 

     We are fortunate—we have the Word of God
to show us how effective prayer is. We have the
history of God’s people and how prayer
influenced their lives. We have personal
experience of answered prayer. We know that it
works. Let’s use it to further the mission and
cause of our church.

     Praise be to God for His unspeakable gift! I
am humbled by Christ on the cross, and am
grateful to Him for placing me in this place to
serve alongside His children. May we truly be
Easter People, always and forever. Amen.
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Meeting was called to order by George Cooper,
President, followed by a brief devotional period. 

Members present:  Dawn Oswald, Ben King,
Lorin Wortel, Merv Bare, Sandi Moffett and
Pastor Bruce Tully.
 
Members absent:   Erin Hanna, Ron Nickel,
Doug Rineer, Dennis Hinerdeer, June Steller and
Scott Harrison

����+�������*�����2�	���8�����*��������+2
����  - 
Whom should we honor?  
     Discussed honoring individuals for their
faithful service to our church.  Many names were
mentioned;  it was decided we would select
three from the list each month;  a “letter of
thanks” will be drafted by G Cooper.

�
�
��;��
��8�+�8��+��&��+��� - Where do we want our
church to be in 10 years?
��B������+��;��� Where does God want our
church to be in 10 year?
 
�+��2����+����%����*���� - Erin Hanna, Vice-
President - No report

������%����*����2�1�&���$&,,'�����+���������� -
1. January 13th attended the choir dinner in  

Cowan Hall.
2. January 14th met with the regional

 Evangelical Association pastors in York for 
 a lunch/prayer  meeting.

3. January 17th celebrated Sanctity of Life
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    Sunday in worship. The Gathering in the    
    evening.

4. January 20th met with leaders to discuss
   upcoming Worship Team agenda.

5. January 23rd was Memorial Sunday. Thanks
to the Memorial Committee which did a
fine job putting this together. This coming
year we will hold Memorial Sunday in
November, in conjunction with All Saints
Day.

     6. January 25th met with Missions Com-
mittee.

     7. January 28th was the Worship Team
meeting. We met to plan out the up-
coming Lenten/Easter season.

   a. I will run a Lenten study, “The Easter
Experience” on Mondays at 10 a.m.
and 7 p.m.

   b. We will hold an Ash Wednesday
service again this year. It will be at
6:30 p.m. so that choir members may
attend, and should be over by around 
7 p.m. 

c. Made plans for the Upper Room
Communion to be held as usual.

d. Lenten breakfasts will begin February
  17th, with Salem Hellers’ being held

        March 10th.
e. Palm Sunday will feature the Easter

Cantata.
f. Easter Sunday will be scheduled as

follows: 
8:15 a.m. — Early worship service
 (Cowan Hall)
9:00 a.m. — Breakfast for all
10:15 a.m. — Traditional Easter wor-

ship
8. The new sermon series has begun. From

February 7th through April 25th I will be
preaching on The Fruit of the Spirit. The
two Sundays of Holy Week will be
exempt, and we will return to the series
the Sunday after Easter.

9. February 2nd met with the Leola
Ministerium. We now have a nonprofit
status in the state of PA. It should only
be a matter of weeks until we have news
on the federal 501 (c) three status of the
new Conestoga Valley Christian
Community Services group that will be
the clearinghouse for the area’s outreach
ministries. Thanks to the Missions
Committee which directed $500 to the
Ministerium to help fund this ministry.

10. April 18th will be the Annual Pulpit
Exchange Sunday: Alan Miller of CCOB
will speak here, while I will be at Leola
UMC (for three services!)

11. Scott and I continue to meet on
Mondays to discuss staff concerns. We
have been dealing with changes to the
Gathering as we move forward. 

12. I have been the main facilitator of the
Adult Sunday school class formerly
known as the Purpose Driven class. We
have discussed and prayed over it, and
we have a new name: this class will be
known as the Berean Class (from Acts
17:10-15). We continue to use The
Wired Word curriculum for the basis of
our discussions on current headlines and
events.

13. February 7th worship was held despite
the weekend’s heavy snowstorm. We had
limited numbers in attendance, but still
had a meaningful time together. Thanks
to those who made it possible to be
here…Levi King for plowing, Doug
Rineer for salting and clearing, and ALL
those who got us up and running. I
apologize for leaving out names of those
who worked so hard, but you are very
much appreciated!

��������5�.�&����+�+���'�2�����������+����
.�&����������2�      
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�&���'������,  – We have begun our new
curriculum on the influencers of the Western
Church.  We have looked at Augustine,
Wycliffe, and Hus so far.  The students have
done a good job so far with the discussions on
why these men are important to the church.  I am
spending two weeks on each man, the second
week the students are asked to bring in a fact
about the person we are discussing that has not
been touched on before.  Although this is the Jr.
and Sr. High class, if there is anyone who is
interested in learning more about these men they
are welcome to sit in and listen.  This should be
a great chance to reflect on the lives of men who
shaped the Western Church.  
�'�������+�8�  – We are continuing our work
through the “seven deadly sins”: pride, lust,
gluttony, sloth, anger, envy, and greed.  We have
covered pride, and gluttony, and we will begin
to work through anger during our next meeting. 
As we unpack each sin we are looking at not
only the sin but the opposite of that sin.  This is
in the hope that the students will walk away with
something that can actively apply to their lives.
.�&�8���&,���&���'������,��,���  – This
class will be finishing up its study on
Philippians by Matt Chandler this next week. 
The next study will be on Song of Solomon by
Mark Driscoll, who is the Teaching Pastor at
Mars Hill Church in Seattle.  There is plenty of
room in this class for anyone who would like to
sit in and study as well as discuss the Song of
Solomon.
$���	�����+�8  – After careful prayer and
lengthy discussions we have decided to rework
and make some changes to the format and style
of the Gathering.  As we look to work through
some of the new changes we are looking to
continue with our focus on “college aged” and
young adults.  Although our focus is on a
specific age group anyone and everyone is
welcome to take part in this worship service. 
During this time of planning and changes, we

are encouraging those who would like to pray
and seek God’s direction and will for the
Gathering as well as Salem Hellers can join us at
6:00pm on Sunday evenings

$����&�����2�������+�:�,��$����&����2   No
report

Reports from the chairpersons / representatives
of our Ministries & Committees were as
follows:

��'��+5��/�
�,,�9��+*��+�+���'��2�������+�:�,�
��*��������+=�  - In Ron’s absence Dawn
Oswald reported Salem’s Lenten Breakfast will
be March 10th at 6 a.m.
     
0����+*���+�+���'�2��������$&,,'��
��*��������+=�  - All Easter services are
planned;   sermon series planned thru the end of
April  (see website)

���*���'��+�+���'��2��1���?+�8��
��*��������+=�  - 
’Replaced door closing device on kitchen door
’Replacing steps to side entrance 
’Exterior lighting has been adjusted to conserve
electricity;  estimated savings $1000/yr
’Working on removing the first pew in the
sanctuary by the piano; suggestion was made to
move it to the opposite side - front
’Spring projects include clean-up around tool
shed in cemetery area and removal of excess
trees
’Checking into spotlight for pulpit area

�&�+���+�+���'��2�����+��0 ����,�����+�*�����
- Rehearsals for our new cantata “Greater Is He”
began February 3rd  and will continue each
Wednesday evening starting at 7 p.m. The
cantata will be presented ��,3��&���'� (March
28th) at our 10:15 a.m. service. 
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��������,���+�+���'�2�����+���55����
��*��������+=�  - Met with members of 
Personnel Committee;  ongoing discussions and
another meeting scheduled.

��3��+�,���33+������2�����+���+��������
��*��������+=�  - No Report

�+��+������33+������2���+��������
��*��������+=�  - No Report

��34����+*��������33+�����2�6&������,,����
���+�*�����  - No Report

���+��+�����&���+����+�+���'���33+�����2
6&������,,�������*��������+=�  - No Report

��3+���+������33+������2����+��������
���+�*�����  - No Report

�����+�&�+�������1'2��9����=+�+��
��33+�����2�	���8�����*�������+�*�����  -
Items tabled until March meeting

�����1��
����;

’A response letter from the Agape Group was
read by Merv Bare;  a written reply was
requested.  A copy of this letter will be given to
each absent Consistory member so they can
review it before the next meeting.

��0��1��
����;

’Pastor Bruce had a call from Josie with
Community Services requesting the use of
Cowan Hall for the 5 week long Summer Day
Camp Group (July 12 - Aug 20);  approx. 24
children attend between the ages of 6-12.   After
discussion, Consistory members gave their
approval.   A motion was made by Lorin Wortel
and seconded by Sandi Moffett for Pastor Bruce

to take the request before the Property
Committee. 

’Pastor Bruce proposed the purchase of a
portable immersion baptistry  6’ round tub;  he
stated the portable unit would only be erected for
each baptismal service and would be
immediately taken down after each use.
Memorial Committee agreed to funding;  next
step to present to Property Committee for their
approval.

’A proposal from Dawn Oswald to have a free
movie night at the church was discussed;  Pastor
Bruce will check if we have the necessary CVLI 
license to show a movie;  must present to
Property Committee for their approval.

’Pastor Bruce explains  - Gray stones in
foyer/lobby relate to our current sermon series; 
built to resemble Old Testament altar.   
’Easter morning  - the flags on each side of the
altar will be removed because the three crosses
will be placed up front - left. The flags will be
returned to their respective positions after the
Easter season.
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by
Ben King and seconded by Merv Bare.

Meeting ended with the “The Lord’s Prayer.”

Respectfully submitted,

Dawn Oswald,  
Consistory Secretary
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��,�3��7��7���&�������,,����
��+,'�1+4,������+�8

������,�8+��,;�����=�������**�����
+�����,��+3�7

Mar 1: Numbers 14-15; Ps 90
Mar 2: Numbers 16-17
Mar 3: Numbers 18-20
Mar 4: Numbers 21-22
Mar 5: Numbers 23-25
Mar 6: Numbers 26-27
Mar 7: Numbers 28-30
Mar 8: Numbers 31-32
Mar 9: Numbers 33-34
Mar 10: Numbers 35-36
Mar 11: Deuteronomy 1-2
Mar 12: Deuteronomy 3-4
Mar 13: Deuteronomy 5-7
Mar 14: Deuteronomy 8-10
Mar 15: Deuteronomy 11-13
Mar 16: Deuteronomy 14-16
Mar 17: Deuteronomy 17-20
Mar 18: Deuteronomy 21-23
Mar 19: Deuteronomy 24-27
Mar 20: Deuteronomy 28-29
Mar 21: Deuteronomy 30-31
Mar 22: Deuteronomy 32-34; Psalm 91
Mar 23: Joshua 1-4
Mar 24: Joshua 5-8
Mar 25: Joshua 9-11
Mar 26: Joshua 12-15
Mar 27: Joshua 16-18
Mar 28: Joshua 19-21
Mar 29: Joshua 22-24
Mar 30: Judges 1-2
Mar 31: Judges 3-5


