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Matthew 5:1-12
The Beatitudes

1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up g
mountainside and sat down. His disciples cani¢
him, 2and he began to teach them saying:
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4Blessed are those who mourn,

Philippians 4:4-7

4Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it agaRejoice!
5Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Londear. 6D0
not be anxious about anything, but in everythingpitayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your resjaeo
God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends aéun
standing, will guard your hearts and your mind€hrist
Jesus.

for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness,

for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God.

10Blessed are those who are persecuted begause

of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11"Blessed are you when people insult you, per-

secute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be

glad, because great is your reward in heaven,|for

in the same way they persecuted the prophetg
who were before you.
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Big Idea: We become more like Christ on the inside whercaree to face to face with the truth about
ourselves and the world.

Key Verse:
Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the the peacemakers, for they wilaledcsons of God.

Opening Question: Speak about a Nobel Peace prize winner that goa heard of or know.

Questions irbold below are suggested focus questions.
Sections intalics and/or parenthesis are for the leaders.

Read the passages.

Discussion Questions

1. Discuss “Peace is not the absence of conflict”

2. If the above statement is true, what is peacedh?

3. Bryan expounded the Hebrew word shalom. Hertestit as wellness or wholeness, as being in har-
mony with God, others, the world around you andrgeli. How does “shalom” peace become real in
each of these areas: a) God; b) others; c) natutelpyourself?

4. In a sense, shalom peace is the work of regatioit in the life of the believer. Read througa@rin-
thians 5:11-21. How do you see shalom peace cothmoggh this work of reconciliation? There are
references to all four of the areas mentioned énathove question.

5. As individuals and a group how are you beingptewith R.E.A.C.H.ing hearts R(E.A.C.H. is the
acronym we used last fall. Recognize that everyaauters to God, Engage people where they are, Act
to meet their needs, Connect them with others atid®od, Help those in need.)

6. The final testimony left us with a question to @ansider: Has God put someone in your life?

Think through this question as individuals and a goup. Where is shalom peace, the work of rec-
onciliation, needed in your everyday life? Is thex a broken relationship you need to mend, a
work you need to do, an invitation you need to sendut? Has God put someone in your life?

Leaders Notes

1. An excellent resource for this series are thekisoThe Sermon on the Moyt John Stott (his section
on the Beatitudes is one of the best | have east)rand Renovation of the Hedny Dallas Willard
(this is a much deeper book to read through.)

2. The next 8 weeks focus on these 8 verses Mattifew. With the focus being Christ-likeness chal
lenge your group to read through the gospel of J@aying special attention to chapter 14-15.

3. Use the U2 song “Pride (In the name of love)’asalternative opening for your group. Leadersj yo
may want to hand out the words and just read thhoilngm instead of listening to the song. The song
tries to capture the thoughts of Bono about peasemsaand their efforts, specifically Martin Luther
King. The chorus asks the question “What mordértame of love?” Think through as a group what
the “more” is that peacekeepers give in the nam®wé? You could also use this as a closing for
your group by asking them if they are preparedit@ ghe “more” that others have given for peace.




