
1

Welcome to the
“Examining

the Da Vinci Code
and the Bible”

Class
August 7th – 28th

Note: Some of these materials were Note: Some of these materials were 
compiled from Ken Baugh, Frontline compiled from Ken Baugh, Frontline 
at at McCleanMcClean Bible Church, as well as Bible Church, as well as 

other sources.other sources.

What has shaped your 
worldview?

• Family
• Faith
• Education
• Work
• Art
• History
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What has shaped your 
worldview?

•Harry Potter
•Star Wars
•Alias
•X Files
•In Search Of

• Revelations
• 24
• Flat liners
• Matrix
• Medium

• The Bible
• Lord of the Rings
• Bewitch
• Contact
• The Screw tape 

Letters

Book – Bible: What should be 
examined?

• The Deity of Christ
• Cannon
• Inspiration of Scripture
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Cautions

• Motive for writing the book
• Biblical challenge
• Underpinning of our faith

Dan Brown’s Spiritual Journey
(Why he wrote the Da Vinci Code.)

••Contains shreds of mysticism, Contains shreds of mysticism, 
feminine deity, eastern mythology, feminine deity, eastern mythology, 
and Gnosticism all rolled togetherand Gnosticism all rolled together

••Fueled by a shroud of conspiracy Fueled by a shroud of conspiracy 
almost 2000 years oldalmost 2000 years old

••Desire not only to uncover truth, Desire not only to uncover truth, 
but to return to original practicesbut to return to original practices
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•“I chose this topic for personal 
reasons -- primarily as an exploration 

of my own faith and my own ideas 
about religion. 

I believe that one of the reasons the book 
has become controversial is that religion 

is a very hard thing to discuss in 
quantitative terms.

•If you ask three people what it 
means to be Christian, you will get three different 
answers. Some feel being baptized is sufficient. 

Others feel you must accept the Bible as 
immutable historical fact. Still others require a 

belief that all those who do not accept Christ as 
their personal savior are doomed to hell.
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•Faith is a continuum, and we each fall on that line 
where we may. By attempting to rigidly classify 
ethereal concepts like faith, we end up debating 

semantics to the point where we entirely miss the 
fact that we are all trying to decipher life's big 

mysteries, and we're each following our own paths 
of enlightenment.

•I consider myself a student of many religions. The 
more I learn, 

the more questions I have. For me, 
the spiritual quest will be a life-long work in 

progress. 
•Deciding to write about this topic was simply part 

of my own personal quest for understanding.”

•http://www.danbrown.com/novels/
davinci_code/pub_weekly.html
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•“...the secret I reveal [in the book] is one that has 
been whispered for centuries….My sincere hope is 
that The Da Vinci Code, in addition to entertaining 
people, will serve as an open door for readers to 

begin their own explorations.”

•http://www.danbrown.com/novels/davinci_code/faqs.html
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Cliff Notes from the “Code”

� � � � � � � �	 
 � �� � 
 �

•This is a murder mystery
•An account of the Holy Grail
•An art and history lesson
•An expose, an uncovering…
•A refinement of faith
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•“…is that many of the photographs in art books 
were taken before 1954, when the details were 
still hidden beneath layers of grime and several 
restorative repaintings done by clumsy hands in 

the eighteenth century.
• Now, at last, the fresco has been cleaned down 

to Da Vinci’s original layer of paint.”

•The Da Vinci Code: Dan Brown, 243.
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Cliff Notes from the “Code”

� � � � � � � �	 
 � �� � 
 �

• Mary and Jesus were marr ied and had a 
child.

• Mary’s Gospel (the gospel of Mary Magdalene) is one 
of 80 gospel’s considered for the New 
Testament.

• Mary was to establish the church not Peter.
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Cliff Notes from the “Code”

� � � � � � � �	 
 � �� � 
 �

• Emperor Constantine the Great 
determined the 66 books of the Bible 
to be the Cannon as we know it. 

• Jesus was only human.
• The Bible is a political agenda.

•“…almost everything our fathers taught us about 
Christ is false.”

•
The Da Vinci Code: Dan Brown, 235.
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•“The Bible is a product of man…Not of 
God….Man created it as a historical record of 
tumultuous times and it has evolved through 

countless translations, additions, and revisions.  
History has never had a definitive version of the 

book.”
•
The Da Vinci Code: Dan Brown, 231.
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Examining
The Da Vinci Code

andand
The BibleThe Bible

Dr. Jeffrey Neihaus, Prof. at Gordon-Conwell
teaches the best way to undermine the Christian 
faith is to:
1. Demystify the works of God
2. Discredit the divinity of Christ
3. Uproot the Word of God. 
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Was the Bible written by men or 
by God?

• Yes!
• Written by men and INSPIRED by 

God.

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   

2 Timothy 3:16-17

“ Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin 
in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”

2 Peter 1:20-21
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• “Scripture comes from God.  The only adequate 
view incorporates both divine and human 
factors; it is the prophet model.  In this process, 
the human writer is seen as one who has 
received a revelation and actively participates in 
its writing, while God gives the revelation and 
oversees the writing.

•The human writers are not mere secretaries, 
but active agents who express their own 
experiences, thoughts, and feelings in what 
they have written.  It is not simply a record of 
revelation, but a revelation itself.  It is God’s 
message in written form.”

•Norman Geisler and Ron Brooks: 
When Skeptics Ask, 146.
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Archeology

•Trusting the bible is the cornerstone of 
Christian faith
•How do we know what we are reading is 
authentic and original?
•Must analyze from a historical perspective 

Archeology

•Old Testament
– Dead Sea scrolls verify that the Old Testament has 

survived through the years with great accuracy
– Only Esther differs from our version and the Scrolls; 

Esther was not a part of this document
– This similarity is exactly opposite of what Dan Brown 

states in the Code!
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Archeology
•New Testament

– Dates composed (roughly):
• Mark ~late 50’s – 70’s
• Luke, Acts ~60’s – 80’s
• Matthew ~80’s
• John ~90’s

– For reference, works on Alexander the Great 
were composed over 400 years after his death, 
yet are considered accurate.

Archeology
•Manuscripts

– The earlier, the better and more accurate
• History of Rome – earliest copy 1000 years older than 

original
• Annals (of Roman history) – same as above
• Homer’s Iliad – earliest copy from 13th century

– ***All considered credible!***
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Archeology
•Manuscripts, contd.

– The more copies, the better
• Annals – 20 copies 1000 years after original
• Homer’s Iliad – 643 copies

– Bible: 24,970 copies!
• 5,684 Greek documents
• 19284 from other languages
• Dead Sea Scrolls again verify authenticity

– ***Conclusion: What we hold in our hands today 
is an authentic, reliable, translated document.***

� The Bible is reliable and comprised of the Old and 
New Testaments.
� We hold a Christian worldview rooted in Christ and 
His Word.

Points for  Reflection
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Examining the Da Vinci Code and 
the Bible

Aug. 14th Historicity of Christianity:  “ Is Christianity a Copy Cat 
Religion?

Aug. 21st Jesus Myth, Man and/or God:  “The Holy Grail”

Aug. 28th The Code and the Bible: “Sharing the Truth”


