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- A Novel - Historical Book

- An account of the Holy - An account of God and
Grail His people

- Scriptures were altered / - Scriptures are complete,
fabricated true and fulfilled

- Mary Magdalene was - Jesus was never married
married to Jesus

- Christianity isa - Today's discussion

“copy cat” religion

23

What Dan Brown says:

“The vestiges [remnants] of pagan
religion in Christian symbology are
undeniable. Egyptian sun disks
became the halos of Catholic
saints.

Pictograms of Isis nursing her
miraculously conceived son Horus
became the blueprint for our
modern images of the Virgin Mary
nursing baby Jesus. And virtually
all the elements of the Catholic
ritual—the miter,




the altar, the Doxology, and

communion, the act of ‘God
eating’'—were taken directly from
earlier pagan mystery religions.”

Dan Brown:
The Da Vinci Code, 232
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“Nothing in Christianity
Is original.”

Dan Brown:
The Da Vinci Code, 232.

“The pre-Christian God Mithras—
called the Son of God and the Light
of the World—was born on
December 25, died, was buried in a
rock tomb, and then resurrected in
three days. By the way, December
25 is also the birthday of Osiris,
Adonis, and Dionysus.

The newborn Krishna was
presented with gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. Even Christianity®
weekly holy day was stolen from
the pagans....
Christianity honored the Jewish
Sabbath of Saturday, but
Constantine shifted it to coincide
with the pagan® veneration day of
the sun.

To this day, most churchgoers
attend services on Sunday morning
with no idea that they are there on

account of the pagan sun god®

weekly tribute—Sunday.”

Dan Brown:
The Da Vinci Code, 232-33.

Dan Brown’s Claims

* Christianity incorporates pagan
symbols

» Jesus is a remake of other gods,
namely Mithras and Osiris.

* Nothing in Christianity is original
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Liberal Scholars say:

They say that other religions speak of
their god being born of a virgin, and
that their god died and was
resurrected. They say that there are
similar practices of these other religions
that are the same as our partaking of
Communion and baptism and that all of
these similarities prove that Christianity
is nothing new.

THE QUESTION FOR THE
NIGHT:

Is the resurrection of Jesus Christ
as the Savior-God unique to
Christianity or were the New
Testament writers copycats of
other pagan and mystery religions?

The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is the foundation of Christianity:

"...if Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless and so
is your faith."

| Corinthians 15:14

I. The alleged resurrection of
Osiris

Osiris

Pagan god of
the Egyptians

Seth

Evil brother
of Osiris
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ISis

Wife of Osiris

“Sometimes those telling the story
are satisfied to say that Osiris
came back to life, even though
such language claims far more

than the myth allows. Some writers
go even further and refer to the
alleged @esurrection@f Osiris.

‘The dead body of Osiris floated in
the Nile and he returned to life,
this being accomplished by a
baptism in the waters of the Nile.”

Ronald Nash: "Was the New Testament
Influenced by Pagan Religions?": Christian
Research Journal, Winter 1994, p. 4.
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“This biased and sloppy use of
language suggest three misleading
analogies between Osiris and
Christ: (1) a savior god dies and
(2) then experiences a resurrection
accompanied by (3) water baptism.
But the alleged similarities, as well
as the language used to describe
them, turn out to be fabrications of
the modern scholar and are not
part of the original myth.

Comparisons between the
resurrection of Jesus and the
resuscitation of Osiris are greatly
exaggerated. (4) Not every version
of the myth has Osiris returning to
life; in some he simply becomes
king of the underworld. Equally far-
fetched are attempts to find an
analogue of Christian baptism in
the Osiris myth.

(5) The fate of Osiris@offin in the
Nile is as relevant to baptism as the
sinking of Atlantis.”

Ronald Nash: "Was the New Testament
Influenced by Pagan Religions?": Christian
Research Journal, Winter 1994, p. 4-5.

Dr. Jonathan Z. Smith,

Ph.D. from Yale
University, is a
distinguished professor
and historian of religions
of the ancient Near East,
teaches at the University
of Chicago Divinity
Schooal...

“Qsiris, in fact, was not a @ying@od at

all but a @ead@od. He never returned

among the living; he was not liberated
from the world of the dead....

On the contrary, Osiris altogether
belonged to the world of the dead; it
was from there that he bestowed his

blessings upon Egypt.

He was always depicted as a
mummy,
a dead king.”

Jonathan Z. Smith: Kingship and the gods:
a study of ancient Near Eastern religion as
the integration of society & nature: 289.




“What is meant of Osiris being
‘raised to life?’

Simply that, thanks to the ministrations
of Isis, he is able to lead a life beyond
the tomb which is an almost perfect
replica of earthly existence.

But he will never again come among
the living and will reign only
over the dead....
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This revived god is in reality a
‘mummy’ god....
the mummified Osiris was hardly

an inspiration for the resurrected
Christ."

Ronald de Vaux

II. The alleged resurrection of Attis

Cybele

Roman
goddess:

“Mother of all
the gods”

Attis

Consort of
Cybele

“The myth contains no account of a
resurrection; all that Cybele is
able to obtain is that the body of
Attis should be preserved, that his
hair should grow, and that his little
finger should move.”

Gresham Machen:
The Origin of Paul’s Religion




"The Attis myth is exclusively an
initiation-myth; it has nothing to do
with death and resurrection. All
versions of the myth agree that
after Attis died, he remained
dead....In its various forms, from
the oldest traditions right down to
the versions received In the fourth
century A.D., the Attis myth knows
nothing of a resurrection of Attis."

Gunter Wagner
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IV. Is the cult of Mithras the
source of Christianity?

Acharya
S.

The Christ
Conspiracy:
The Greatest
Story Every
Sold

Alleged Mithraic parallels

- Mithra was born of a virgin on
December 25th in a cave, and his birth
was attended by shepherds.

- He was considered a great traveling
teacher and master.

- He had 12 companions or disciples.

- MithrasCiollowers were promised
immortality.

- He performed miracles.

* As the "great bull of the Sun," Mithra
sacrificed himself for world peace.

» He was buried in a tomb and after three
days rose again.

* His resurrection was celebrated every year.
» He was called "the Good Shepherd" and
identified with both the Lamb and the Lion.

» He was considered the "Way, the Truth and
the Light,” and the "Logos," "Redeemer,"
"Savior" and “Messiah."

« His sacred day was Sunday, the "Lord®
Day," hundreds of years before the
appearance of Christ.

« Mithras had his principal festival of what
was later to become Easter.

* His religion had a "Eucharist" or "Lord®
Supper," at which Mithra said, "He who shall
not eat of my body nor drink of my blood so
that he may be one with me and | with him,
shall not be saved.”

» "His annual sacrifice is the Passover of the

Magi, a symbolical atonement or pledge of
moral and physical regeneration."
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» Samuel Golding is quoted as saying
that 1 Cor. 10:4 is "identical words to
those found in the Mithraic scriptures,
except that the name Mithra is used
instead of Christ."

» The Catholic Encyclopedia is quoted
as saying that Mithraic services were
conduced by "fathers" and that the
"chief of the fathers, a sort of pope,
who always lived at Rome, was called
®ater Patratus.©

“Those who seek to adduce Mithra
as a prototype of the risen Christ
ignore the late date for the
expansion of Mithraism to the west
the only dated Mithraic inscriptions
from the
pre-Christian period are the texts of
Antiochus | of Commagene (69-34
B.C.) in eastern Asia Minor.

After that there is one text possibly
from the first century A.D., from
Cappadocia, one from Phrygia
dated to A.D. 77-78, and one from
Rome dated to Trajan® reign
(A.D. 98-117).

All other dated Mithraic inscriptions
and monuments belong to the
second century (after A.D. 140),
the third, and the fourth century
A.D.

Edwin M. Yamauchi: Easter:. Myth,
Hallucination, or History? p. 3.

http://www.leaderu.com/everystudent/easter/
articles/yama.htmi

“The flowering of Mithraism
occurred after the close of the New
Testament canon; much too late for

it to have influenced anything that
appears in the New Testament.
Moreover, no monuments for the
cult can be dated earlier than A.D.
90-100,




and even this dating requires us to
make some exceedingly generous
assumptions. Chronological
difficulties, then, make the
possibility of a Mithraic influence on
early Christianity extremely
improbable. Certainly, there
remains no credible evidence for
such
an influence.”

- Dr. Ronald H. Nash, "Was the New
Testament Influenced by Pagan Religions?”
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“Each mystery cult itself assumed
different forms in different
locales and underwent significant
changes especially after
A.D. 100.”

Ronald Nash:
The Gospel and the Greeks, 112.

lll. Use of pagan symbols (worship of
other gods) — what the Bible says:

DON'T DO IT!!

Old Testament: Exo. 30:3, 23 & 23:13, 24;
Deut 5:7 & 6:14; | Ki 14:9; Il Ki 22:17

New Testament: Acts 15:20; | Cor 5:9-13;
Gal 5:19-21; Rev 22:15

The Elements That Make
Christianity Unique

1. Jesus (as THE Savior-God)
died to pay the price for sin.

But the Bible is clear, Jesus died
for our sins:

"He sacrificed for their sins once for
all when he offered himself."

Hebrews 7:27




“But now he has appeared once for
all at the end of the ages to do
away with sin by the sacrifice of

himself.
Just as man is destined to die
once,

and after that to face judgment, so

Christ was sacrificed once to take
away the sins of many people...”

Hebrews 9:26-28
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is the foundation of Christianity:

"...If Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless and so
Is your faith."

| Corinthians 15:14

The Elements That Make Christianity
Unique

1. Jesus (as THE Savior-God) died to
pay the price for sin.

2. Jesus’ death actually happened!

"We know more about the life of
Jesus than just about any other
figure in the ancient world.

His birth, life and death are
revealed
in much more detail than most
ancient figures whose existence is
taken for granted by historians."

Josh McDowell & Don Stewart:
Answers To Tough Questions, 43.

The Elements That Make Christianity
Unique

1. Jesus (as THE Savior-God) died to
pay the price for sin.

2. Jesus’ death actually happened!

3. The New Testament records of
Christ are reliable.

The stories in the New Testament
show no signs of mythology.

In fact, the opposite is true. Many
of the New Testament writers tell
us clearly that the events they were
writing of were happening in the
backdrop of historically verifiable
times.

10



“All I am in private life is a literary
critic and historian, that® my job....
And I@n prepared to say on
that basis if anyone thinks the
Gospels are either legends or
novels,
then that person is simply
showing his incompetence as a
literary critic.
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|@e read a great many novels and |
know a fair amount about the
legends that grew up among early
people, and | know perfectly well
the Gospels areﬁnot that kind of
stuft.”

C.S. Lewis: Christian Reflections, 209.

The Elements That Make Christianity
Unigue

1. Jesus (as THE Savior-God) died to pay
the price for sin.

2. Jesus’ death actually happened!

3. The New Testament records of Christ
are reliable.

4. Christianity is an exclusivist faith.

“A man could become initiated in
the mysteries of Isis or Mithras
without at all giving up his former
beliefs;
but if he were to be received into
the Church, according to the
preaching
of Paul, he must forsake all other
saviors for the Lord Jesus Christ....

Amid the prevailing syncretism of
the Greco-Roman world,
the religion of Paul, with the religion
of Israel, stands
absolutely alone.”

Greshem Machen:
The Origin of Paul® Religion , p. 9

The Bible forbids us to worship any other
gods.

(Ex. 20:3-5; 34:14; Deut. 6:13-14 & 8:19-20)

There is only ONE God.

(Deut. 4:35, 39; 6:4; Isa. 43:10-11; 44:6-8;
45:5-6, 14, 18, 21-22; 46:9; 2 Sam. 7:22;
Neh. 9:6; Ps. 86:10; Isa. 37:16, 20; 43:10-
11; Jer. 10:10; 1 Tim. 1:17; James 2:19;
Jude 25)

No other gods existed before Yahweh,
nor will there be any others.

Isa. 43:10; 44:6,8; 45:5-6, 14, 21
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Who copied who...?

Due to the late dating of the vast
majority of extant documentation
for these other pagan religions,
there is no way possible that they
could have influenced the writing of
the New Testament!
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Who copied who...?

Frankly, if anyone copied anyone, it
was these pagan religions who
copied Christianity.

“It must not be uncritically assumed
that the Mysteries always
influenced Christianity, for it is not
only possible but probable that in
certain cases, the influence moved
in the opposite direction.”

Bruce M. Metzger: Historical and Literary
Studies:
Pagan, Jewish, and Christian.

“It should not be surprising
that leaders of cults that were being
successfully challenged by
Christianity should do something to
counter the challenge.

What better way to do this than by
offering a pagan substitute?

Pagan attempts to counter the
growing influence of Christianity by
imitating it are clearly apparent in
measures instituted by Julian the
Apostate, who was the Roman
emperor from
A.D. 361-363.”

Ronald Nash: "Was the New Testament
Influenced by Pagan Religions: Christian
Research Journal, Winter 1994, p. 11.




