
The notes can be found The notes can be found 
online at:online at:

http://www.grace.org/adultcourses

August 28th, 2005



ExaminingExamining
The The DaDa Vinci CodeVinci Code

August 28th, 2005

andand
The BibleThe Bible

Week 4:Week 4:
Truth, Knowledge, and WisdomTruth, Knowledge, and Wisdom



� � � � � � � �
� � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � �

� � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �
� � 
 � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �
� � � �  
 � � � � � ! � �  � � � 
 � � � � � � � "� � � � 
 � 
 � 
 � � � � � � �

#$ � � � � � � � � �%� �
 � � � � �
! ! � � � � �&�� ' � � ( "�! ! �) � � � � �* +�* �

#, �� � 
 � � � � � �%� �
 � � � � �
- � � 
 �$ � � �$ � � 
 � � �
- � � � � � � 
 	 � � 
 �  � � �
. � � � � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � �  � �

� � � � � 	 	 
 	 � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � �� � � � � 	 	 
 	 � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � �� � � � � 	 	 
 	 � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � �� � � � � 	 	 
 	 � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � �



� � � � �* � �
/ � � � � � � � � � 
  � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � 0

�� - � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � 
 �
� � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 �1 � � � � "� � � � � 	 � 
 � �
� 
 
  � � 
 � � 
 	 �  � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � ! � � � � � � � � � "� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � 
 �
� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � �2 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � "� � � 
 � 
 � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �34 �� � � � � � � 5�
� 
 � � 
 � � 
 � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � "� � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 




6� � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � , 
 � � �7 � � � �0

� 8, 
 � � �7 � � � �9��� � � � � 
 � � � "� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �
� 4 � � � �4 � � 
 � � � � � � �8� � � � � � � 9�� � � � � � 
 � � �1 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �
� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �  � 
 	 � � � � � 
 �  
 � � � �
� � 
 � � � � � � 
 	 � . � � � � � � 
 � �1 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �  � � � � �
� 
 
 � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � �  � 
 	 � � � � � 
 �  
 � � �

� 8, 
 � � �7 � � � �9��� � � � � � 
 
 �"� � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � � �   � 

� 1 � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 

� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � 
  � :� � � � � � � � � �
� . � � � � 
 � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � �  � � � � � � "� � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � �1 � � � � :� 
 � � � � � � �



� � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 0�� � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � 
 � � �
	 � 
 � 0�� / � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 �  � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � 
 0

� � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � �8� � � � � � � 9�� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � 0��- � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �1 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
	 � � � � � � 
 � � � � 0

� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ::::� � � � 	 � 0��! � � 
 �  � � � � 
 �� � � � 	 � 0��! � � 
 �  � � � � 
 �� � � � 	 � 0��! � � 
 �  � � � � 
 �� � � � 	 � 0��! � � 
 �  � � � � 
 � ;;;;



� � � � � � � � � �

• Introduce yourself
• What is one thing you have learned 

from this class… or hope to learn?
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• The Bible is incomplete because up to 80 
other gospels were excluded from it

• Our idea of God is incomplete and lacks 
balance because it does not include a 
feminine aspect





““Jesus Christ was a historical figure Jesus Christ was a historical figure 
of staggering influence, perhaps of staggering influence, perhaps 

the most enigmatic and the most enigmatic and 
inspirational leader the world has inspirational leader the world has 

ever seen. ever seen. 



““As the prophesied Messiah, Jesus As the prophesied Messiah, Jesus 
toppled kings, inspired millions, and toppled kings, inspired millions, and 

founded new philosophies.  As a founded new philosophies.  As a 
descendant of the lines of King descendant of the lines of King 
Solomon and King David, Jesus Solomon and King David, Jesus 
possessed a rightful claim to the possessed a rightful claim to the 
throne of the King of the Jews.throne of the King of the Jews.



““Understandably, His life was Understandably, His life was 
recorded by thousands of followers recorded by thousands of followers 
across the land… More than across the land… More than eightyeighty

gospels were considered for the gospels were considered for the 
New Testament, and yet only a few New Testament, and yet only a few 

were chosen for inclusion were chosen for inclusion ––
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 

among them.among them.



““The Bible, as we know it today, The Bible, as we know it today, 
was collated by the pagan Roman was collated by the pagan Roman 
emperor Constantine the Great!”emperor Constantine the Great!”

DVC, pp 231DVC, pp 231



And then he quotes a passage from the And then he quotes a passage from the 
Gospel of PhilipGospel of Philip: : 

““And the companion of the Savior is Mary And the companion of the Savior is Mary 
Magdalene.  Christ loved her more than all Magdalene.  Christ loved her more than all 
the disciples and used to kiss her often on the disciples and used to kiss her often on 
her mouth.  The rest of the disciples were her mouth.  The rest of the disciples were 
offended by it and expressed disapproval.  offended by it and expressed disapproval.  

They said to him, ‘why do you love her more They said to him, ‘why do you love her more 
than all of us?’”than all of us?’”

DVC, pp 246DVC, pp 246



“‘“‘I shan©t bore you with the countless I shan©t bore you with the countless 
references to Jesus and Magdalene©s references to Jesus and Magdalene©s 

union.  That has been explored ad union.  That has been explored ad 
nauseam by modern historians.  I nauseam by modern historians.  I 

would, however, like to point out the would, however, like to point out the 
following.’  He motioned to another following.’  He motioned to another 

passage.  ‘This is from the Gospel of passage.  ‘This is from the Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene.’  Sophie had not Mary Magdalene.’  Sophie had not 

known a gospel existed in Magdalene©s known a gospel existed in Magdalene©s 
words.  She read the text:words.  She read the text:



““And Peter said, ‘Did the Savior really And Peter said, ‘Did the Savior really 
speak with a woman without ourspeak with a woman without our

knowledge?  Are we to turn about and knowledge?  Are we to turn about and 
all listen to her?  Did he prefer her to all listen to her?  Did he prefer her to 
us?’  And Levi answered, ‘Peter, you us?’  And Levi answered, ‘Peter, you 

have always been hothave always been hot--tempered.  Now I tempered.  Now I 
see you contending against the woman see you contending against the woman 
like an adversary.  If the Savior made like an adversary.  If the Savior made 

her worthy, who are you indeed to her worthy, who are you indeed to 
reject her?  Surely the Savior knows her reject her?  Surely the Savior knows her 

very well.  That is why he loved her very well.  That is why he loved her 
more than us.’”more than us.’”

DVC, pp 247DVC, pp 247



He goes on to speak of the He goes on to speak of the “sacred “sacred 
feminine”…feminine”…

“…the Holy Grail represents the “…the Holy Grail represents the 
sacred feminine and the goddess, sacred feminine and the goddess, 

which of course has been lost, which of course has been lost, 
virtually eliminated by the Church.virtually eliminated by the Church.



““The power of the female and her The power of the female and her 
ability to produce life was once very ability to produce life was once very 
sacred, but it posed a threat to the sacred, but it posed a threat to the 

rise of the predominantly male rise of the predominantly male 
Church, and so the sacred feminine Church, and so the sacred feminine 

was demonized and called was demonized and called 
unclean… Woman, once the unclean… Woman, once the 

sacred giver of life, was now the sacred giver of life, was now the 
enemy.enemy.



“…“…I should add that this concept of I should add that this concept of 
woman as woman as lifegiverlifegiver was the was the 

foundation of ancient religion… foundation of ancient religion… 
Sadly, Christian philosophy Sadly, Christian philosophy 

decided to embezzle the female’s decided to embezzle the female’s 
creative power by ignoring creative power by ignoring 

biological truth and making biological truth and making manman the the 
Creator.Creator.



“…“…The Grail is symbolic of the lost The Grail is symbolic of the lost 
goddess.  When Christianity came goddess.  When Christianity came 
along, the old pagan religions did along, the old pagan religions did 

not die easily.”not die easily.”

DVC, pp 238DVC, pp 238



““Langdon’s Jewish students always Langdon’s Jewish students always 
looked flabbergasted when he first looked flabbergasted when he first 

told them that the early Jewish told them that the early Jewish 
students always looked students always looked 

flabbergasted when he first told flabbergasted when he first told 
them that the early Jewish tradition them that the early Jewish tradition 

involved ritualistic sex.  involved ritualistic sex.  In the In the 
Temple, no lessTemple, no less..



““Early Jews believed that the Holy Early Jews believed that the Holy 
of Holies in Solomon’s Temple of Holies in Solomon’s Temple 

housed not only God but also His housed not only God but also His 
powerful female equal, powerful female equal, ShekinahShekinah.  .  
Men seeking spiritual wholeness Men seeking spiritual wholeness 

came to the Temple to visit came to the Temple to visit 
priestesses priestesses –– or or hieroduleshierodules –– with with 

whom they made love and whom they made love and 
experienced the divine through experienced the divine through 

sexual union.sexual union.



““The Jewish The Jewish tetragrammatontetragrammaton
YHWH YHWH –– the sacred name of God the sacred name of God ––

in fact derived from Jehovah, an in fact derived from Jehovah, an 
androgynous physical union androgynous physical union 

between the masculine between the masculine JahJah and the and the 
prepre--Hebraic name for Eve, Hebraic name for Eve, HavahHavah.”.”

DVC, pp 309DVC, pp 309



““I should add that this concept of I should add that this concept of 
woman as woman as lifegiverlifegiver was the was the 

foundation of ancient religion… foundation of ancient religion… 
Sadly, Christian philosophy Sadly, Christian philosophy 

decided to embezzle the female’s decided to embezzle the female’s 
creative power by ignoring creative power by ignoring 

biological truth and making biological truth and making manman the the 
Creator.”Creator.”

DVC, pp 238DVC, pp 238



““Historically, intercourse was the Historically, intercourse was the 
act through which male and female act through which male and female 
experienced God… Physical union experienced God… Physical union 
with the female remained the sole with the female remained the sole 
means through which man could means through which man could 
become spiritually complete and become spiritually complete and 

ultimately achieve ultimately achieve gnosisgnosis ––
knowledge of the divine.knowledge of the divine.

DVC, pp 308DVC, pp 308
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1. Many people followed Jesus to transcript 
his life

2. Over 80 other gospels record his life
3. Other works were destroyed in order to 

subvert them
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• O.T. times featured Temple sex to achieve 
gnosis

• Early Church founders repressed this sacred 
feminine - it was a pagan symbol

• “Sacred feminine” added balance to Godhead
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• Formally recognized in 397 A.D. by the Council of 
Carthage

• Carthage set up the 27 books of the New 
Testament and 46 books of the Old Testament

• Canon 24 (from Carthage) states: “Besides the 
canonical Scriptures, nothing shall be read in 
church under the name of divine Scriptures.”



• With the rise of Christianity, other groups 
began incorporating Christian themes

• Gnosticism grew within specific circles and 
speakers began traveling with this “new”
revelation

• Even within “The Way”, different churches 
began holding different beliefs
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““gnosisgnosis”” = knowledge= knowledge



““One basic theme of the myth concerns One basic theme of the myth concerns 
the heavenly preexistence of human the heavenly preexistence of human 

souls prior to their embodied existence souls prior to their embodied existence 
in this world.  Something happened in in this world.  Something happened in 

that heavenly world of light that caused that heavenly world of light that caused 
each human soul to fall from its each human soul to fall from its 

heavenly home and resulted in the heavenly home and resulted in the 
soul©s being imprisoned in its body.  soul©s being imprisoned in its body.  



But the good god, taking pity on these But the good god, taking pity on these 
poor souls, sent to earth a Gnostic poor souls, sent to earth a Gnostic 
Redeemer who imparted a secret Redeemer who imparted a secret 

knowledge about their former stateknowledge about their former state--a a 
state that people had forgottenstate that people had forgotten--and and 
about how they might return to it.  about how they might return to it.  



After giving this knowledge, the After giving this knowledge, the 
heavenly figure returned to the world of heavenly figure returned to the world of 

light.light.””

Ronald H. Nash: Ronald H. Nash: 
The Gospel and the GreeksThe Gospel and the Greeks, 205., 205.





““The operating myth of The Matrix can The operating myth of The Matrix can 
be plainly seen here:  a small group of be plainly seen here:  a small group of 
initiates (represented primarily in the initiates (represented primarily in the 

film by Morpheus and his crew) film by Morpheus and his crew) 
who have secret knowledge about the who have secret knowledge about the 
history and genesis of the world bring history and genesis of the world bring 

Neo into the fold.  Neo into the fold.  



They tell him his secret history, explain They tell him his secret history, explain 
how evil entered the world (by the pride how evil entered the world (by the pride 

of man as he creates Artificial of man as he creates Artificial 
Intelligence), and relate to their belief in Intelligence), and relate to their belief in 
the One, a redeemer (Neo himself) who the One, a redeemer (Neo himself) who 

will save humankind and destroy the will save humankind and destroy the 
world of the matrix.world of the matrix.””

Chris Seay and Greg Garrett: Chris Seay and Greg Garrett: 
The Gospel ReloadedThe Gospel Reloaded, 43., 43.
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• Carthage established 46 books:
• Our current set of books
• 7 additional books still found in the 

Catholic bible; Tobit, Judith, 1 & 2 
Maccabees, Wisdom of Solomon, 
Sirach, and Baruch
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• Why is our Bible different today? 
• Our Bible reflects the Hebrew Bible (which 

does not have the 7 extra books)
• Apocrypha: information of suspicious or 

untrustworthy origin; not necessarily heretical
• The Protestant reformation began the 

exclusion of O.T. apocrypha
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• Carthage established our 27 N.T. books:
• Revelation of John only book to be truly 

disputed
• All other apocryphal texts completely left 

out
• These faded away… which is why they 

are lost!



What kind of tests would we What kind of tests would we 
use to determine if a use to determine if a 

manuscript entitled manuscript entitled ““ The The 
Theology of Bryan WilkersonTheology of Bryan Wilkerson””

is what it says it is?is what it says it is?



How do we know a valid source?How do we know a valid source?
1.1. Was it inspired?Was it inspired?

•• GodGod’’s works work

2.2. Does it carry apostolic authority?Does it carry apostolic authority?
•• Tracing of the authorTracing of the author

3.3. Does it match those known to be true?Does it match those known to be true?
•• Accepted by the churchAccepted by the church

4.4. Is the book authoritative?Is the book authoritative?
•• GodGod’’s voice recognizables voice recognizable



What else is out there?What else is out there?

•• Gospel of Thomas, Mary, Phillip, Gospel of Thomas, Mary, Phillip, 
Egyptians, Truth, PeterEgyptians, Truth, Peter…… etc.etc.

•• Various testimonies, teachings, and Various testimonies, teachings, and 
diatribesdiatribes

•• Nag Hammadi texts are just a few of Nag Hammadi texts are just a few of 
the many texts that were believed to the many texts that were believed to 
have existedhave existed



Gospel of ThomasGospel of Thomas

•• Dated between 50 and 200 ADDated between 50 and 200 AD
•• Comprised of saying of JesusComprised of saying of Jesus
•• Some sayings parallel to other gospelsSome sayings parallel to other gospels
•• More primitive or simpleMore primitive or simple
•• Heavy Gnostic influenceHeavy Gnostic influence
•• Goal to Goal to ““strip off fleshly garment and strip off fleshly garment and 
become enlightenedbecome enlightened



Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Thomas, contdcontd

114114““Simon Peter said to them, Simon Peter said to them, ‘‘Let Mary Let Mary 
leave us, for women are not worthy of leave us, for women are not worthy of 
Life.Life.’’ Jesus said, Jesus said, ‘‘I myself shall lead her I myself shall lead her 
in order to make her male, so that she in order to make her male, so that she 
too may become a living spirit too may become a living spirit 
resembling you males.  For every resembling you males.  For every 
woman who will make herself male will woman who will make herself male will 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.enter the Kingdom of Heaven.’”’”



Gospel of PhillipGospel of Phillip

•• Dated late 3Dated late 3rdrd Century ADCentury AD

•• NonNon--flowing collection of thoughtsflowing collection of thoughts

•• Deals heavily with Deals heavily with ““bridal chamberbridal chamber””

••““The Lord did everything in a mystery, The Lord did everything in a mystery, 
a baptism and a chrism and a eucharist a baptism and a chrism and a eucharist 
and a redemption and a bridal chamberand a redemption and a bridal chamber””

••Source of Magdalene partneringSource of Magdalene partnering



Gospel of Phillip, Gospel of Phillip, contdcontd

1919““He who has knowledge of the He who has knowledge of the 
truth is a free man, but the free man truth is a free man, but the free man 
does not sin, for does not sin, for ‘‘he who sins is the he who sins is the 
slave of sinslave of sin’’.  Truth is the mother, .  Truth is the mother, 
knowledge the fatherknowledge the father…… Knowledge Knowledge 
3030makes them possible of becoming makes them possible of becoming 
free.free.””



Gospel of MaryGospel of Mary

•• Manuscripts dated early 3Manuscripts dated early 3rdrd CenturyCentury
•• Highly fragmented, pieces missingHighly fragmented, pieces missing
•• Dialogue of disciples with Jesus, MaryDialogue of disciples with Jesus, Mary
•• She reveals hidden wisdom of JesusShe reveals hidden wisdom of Jesus
•• Mary: Mary: ““Do not weepDo not weep1515…… But rather let But rather let 
us praise his greatness for he has us praise his greatness for he has 
prepared us and turned us (and) made prepared us and turned us (and) made 
us into men.us into men.””



Gospel of Mary, Gospel of Mary, contdcontd

““Levi answered and said to Peter, Levi answered and said to Peter, 
‘‘Peter, you have always been hot Peter, you have always been hot 
temperedtempered…… But if the Savior made But if the Savior made 
her worthy, who are you indeed to her worthy, who are you indeed to 
reject her?  Surely the Savior knows reject her?  Surely the Savior knows 
her very well.  That is why he loved her very well.  That is why he loved 
her more than us.her more than us.’”’”



Traits of the N.T. ApocryphaTraits of the N.T. Apocrypha

1.1. Emphasis on Emphasis on withinwithin

2.2. Concentration on Concentration on knowledgeknowledge

3.3. Use of Use of primaryprimary or or secondarysecondary
characters interacting with one anothercharacters interacting with one another

4.4. Generally takes place in between Generally takes place in between 
resurrectionresurrection and and ascensionascension

5.5. Diminished attitude of Diminished attitude of womenwomen
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• Lists of O.T. and N.T. books in circulation 
as early as 170 AD.

• Origen (240 AD): Earliest recorded teacher 
using a set of established books

• *Other pre-Carthage teachers included 
Saints Athanasius and Augustus

*ChristianWalkOnline: http://radio.weblogs.com/0120435/2005/07/18.html
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• O.T. times featured Temple sex to achieve 
gnosis

• Early Church founders repressed this sacred 
feminine - it was a pagan symbol

• “Sacred feminine” added balance to Godhead
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• Old Testament traditions:
– Regulations about sex (Ex 20:14, Lev 1-18)
– Regulations about inner rooms (Lev 16:2-4)
– Goddess worship forbidden (II Chr 24:18)
– Shekinah: God’s glory*

– Jehovah: 16th Century rendering of YHWH using 
the vowels of “Adonai” (Lord)*

*Larry Blythe http://www.souldevice.org/crit_davinci_code.html



• Early church leaders fought to prevent 
incorporation of pagan symbols (from Week 2)

• D.B. argues this was a pagan tradition that the 
leaders fought to suppress (TRUE!)

• But he says early that Christians adopted the 
traditions of other religions on purpose

• He has contradicted himself!!!
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• What about the “balance” of femininity?

• God is infinite – has no need of gender
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““One of the early words by which the One of the early words by which the 
ancient Hebrews knew God was El.  El ancient Hebrews knew God was El.  El 
–– the Lord.  Beththe Lord.  Beth--el for instance, means el for instance, means 
the house of God.  So I find it helpful, the house of God.  So I find it helpful, 

whenever possible, to call God El, or el, whenever possible, to call God El, or el, 
rather than using masculine or feminine rather than using masculine or feminine 
pronouns because the name pronouns because the name elel lifts the lifts the 

Creator beyond all our sexisms and Creator beyond all our sexisms and 
chauvinisms and anthropomorphisms.chauvinisms and anthropomorphisms.



“…“…To call God either him or her, he or To call God either him or her, he or 
she, is in both cases to miss the she, is in both cases to miss the 

wholeness of the Creator.  And so we wholeness of the Creator.  And so we 
lose all sense of proportion, and try to lose all sense of proportion, and try to 
clamp God once again within our own clamp God once again within our own 

broken image.broken image.””

Madeleine Madeleine LL’’EngleEngle, , 

The Genesis TrilogyThe Genesis Trilogy



• He created male and female with specific 
roles

• We are the BRIDE of Christ!  (II Cor 11:2)
• Church leaders lifted up the role of woman, 

not suppressed it!
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Why doesWhy does Da Vinci 
Code strike such a 
chord with people?



The best lies The best lies 

are 90% truthare 90% truth




