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Jewish Eschatological Expectations:
The Restoration and Redemption of 

Israel and the Fulfillment of the 
Davidic Promises

The New Testament in Theological 
Context

(an overview of basic biblical theology

Terms of Eschatology  
• Premillennialism (Christ comes before 1000 year 

reign)
• Amillennialism (no 1000 years, Christ reigns now)
• Postmillennialism (return after Christian reign)
• Pre-Tribulation, Mid-Trib, Post-Trib rapture
• Realized, over-realized, future and inaugurated 

eschatology
• Dispensationalism
• Personal eschatology (intermediate state)
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On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• Eschatology in modern America and the West has often 
been a kind of parlor-game for comfortable middle-class 
Christians with leisure time to put together charts and 
satisfy their curiosity about biblical prophecies about the 
future.  An evangelical version of science fiction.

• In the Bible eschatological information is not given to 
satisfy curiosity.  In fact many of our questions are not 
answered in the Bible.

• What is revealed is revealed out of pastoral needs when 
God’s people were severely oppressed and persecuted or 
suffering and needed to know that it was worth hanging in 
their with God rather than giving up.

On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• Thus a context of suffering and persecution is common to 
most or all biblical texts dealing with eschatology (see 
Isaiah (with Assyria and the future of Babylonia), Daniel 
(with Babylonia and Persia and the future of Antiochus 
Epiphanes), 1-2 Thessalonians (death of church members 
and oppression of the congregation), Revelation (Rome and 
the future of antichrist).

• It is a great theme of comfort for those who suffer in this 
life and is more likely to be read in a way that is in keeping 
with the original authors’ intentions when read under 
similar circumstances.  Readings that presume Christians 
will not suffer in this life (or experience tribulation) reflect a 
misunderstanding of the nature and original contexts and 
intents of the texts.
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On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• Daniel 12:1   "At that time shall arise Michael, the 
great prince who has charge of your people. And 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has 
been since there was a nation till that time. But at 
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
whose name shall be found written in the book. 

• Mark 13:12-13   12 And brother will deliver brother 
over to death, and the father his child, and children 
will rise against parents and have them put to death.  
13 And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. 
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
(In the middle of Jesus’ eschatological discourse)

On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• Mark 13:19-26   19 For in those days there will be 
such tribulation as has not been from the beginning 
of the creation that God created until now, and never 
will be.  24 "But in those days, after that tribulation, 
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light,  25 and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken.  26 And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 
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On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   13 But we do not want 
you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope.  14 For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep….  
18 Therefore encourage one another with these 
words.

On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• Revelation 20:4  4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on 
them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the 
word of God, and who had not worshiped the beast 
or its image and had not received its mark on their 
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and 
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
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Aspects of OT eschatology
• The restoration of Israel (Deut 30, Jer 31, Ezek 36ff; 

Isaiah 40ff. [sometimes described as a return to Eden])
• The resurrection of the dead (Dan 12:2)
• The pouring out of the Spirit (Isa 44:3; Ezek 39:29; Joel 

2:28-29; Zech 12:10)
• The reassertion of the Father-Son/God-people relationship 

(2 Sam 7:14; Jer 24:7; 30:22; 31:1, 33; 32:38; Ezek 11:20; 
36:28; 37:23, 27)

• The righteous reign of the anointed (messianic) king, who 
fulfills God’s original intention for creation and humanity 
(must be a human [although not merely a human] king)

• Terrible trials and tribulations in the time leading up to 
the final redemption of God’s people (going back to the 
exilic experience…; Dan 7; 11-12)

An Overview of the Biblical Narrative

�Creation/Covenant/Dominion
�Sin
�Exile
�Restoration (New Creation/Covenant/Kingdom/
 Righteousness)

Creation   - Covenant

Sin

Death/Exile (Garden/Land/God)

Resurrection/Restoration

Adam Israel

Return of Nation

Kingdom/Right-ness
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An Overview of the Biblical Narrative

�Creation/Covenant/Dominion
�Sin
�Exile
�Restoration (New Creation/Covenant/Kingdom/
 Righteousness)

Creation   - Covenant

Sin

Death/Exile (Garden/Land/God)

Identification
Resurrection/Restoration

Adam Israel

Christ
Kingdom/Right-ness

On the Universal Reign of God’s 
Representative King

• Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth."  27 So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. 
And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth." 
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On the Universal Reign of God’s 
Representative King

• Psalm 8: O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 
all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. 2 
Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established 
strength because of your foes, to still the enemy and the 
avenger. 3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of 
man that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little 
lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory 
and honor. 6 You have given him dominion over the works 
of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7 all 
sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8 the birds 
of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes 
along the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, how 
majestic is your name in all the earth!

On the Universal Reign of God’s 
Representative King

• 2 Samuel 7:10 And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their 
own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly,  11 from the time 
that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD 
declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.  12 
When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  
13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever.  
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On the Universal Reign of God’s 
Representative King

• 2 Samuel 7:14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be 
to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline 
him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 
men,  15 but my steadfast love will not depart from 
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from 
before you.  16 And your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.'"

Psalm 2
• 1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the LORD and against his 
anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast 
away their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens 
laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5 Then he will 
speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 
saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy 
hill.” 7 I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You 
are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8 Ask of me, and I 
will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the 
earth your possession. 
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Psalm 22
• 1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? …. 

16 For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers 
encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet-
17 I can count all my bones- they stare and gloat 
over me; 18 they divide my garments among them, 
and for my clothing they cast lots. 27 All the ends of 
the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and 
all the families of the nations shall worship before 
you. 28 For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he 
rules over the nations. 

Psalm 72
• 1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your 

righteousness to the royal son! 2 May he judge your 
people with righteousness, and your poor with 
justice! 8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth! 9 May 
desert tribes bow down before him and his enemies 
lick the dust! 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of 
the coastlands render him tribute; may the kings of 
Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 11 May all kings fall 
down before him, all nations serve him!
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Isaiah 9:2-7  
• 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined.  6 For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. 

Isaiah 11:1-12   
• 1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 

Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  2 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD.  3 And his delight shall be in the 
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear,  4 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
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Isaiah 11:1-12   
• and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 
the wicked.  5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  6 The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the 
lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child 
shall lead them.  7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox.  

Isaiah 11:1-12   
• 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 

mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  
11 In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a 
second time to recover the remnant that remains of 
his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, 
from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, 
and from the coastlands of the sea.  12 He will raise 
a signal for the nations and will assemble the 
banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah 
from the four corners of the earth. 
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Isaiah 49:5-7
• 5 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the 

womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that 
Israel might be gathered to him….  6 He says: “It is too 
light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I 
will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation 
may reach to the end of the earth.” 7 Thus says the LORD, 
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 
despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy 
One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Isaiah 60:1-3
• 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory 

of the LORD has risen upon you.  2 For behold, 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness 
the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and 
his glory will be seen upon you.  3 And nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your rising.
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Isaiah 65:17-25
• 17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new 

earth, and the former things shall not be remembered 
or come into mind.  18 But be glad and rejoice 
forever in that which I create; for behold, I create 
Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a 
gladness.  19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad 
in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound 
of weeping and the cry of distress.  20 No more shall 
there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or 
an old man who does not fill out his days, 

Isaiah 65:17-25
• for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and 

the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.  25 
The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the 
serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all 
my holy mountain," says the LORD. 
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Zechariah 9:9-12
• 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 

daughter of Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to you; 
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  10 I will cut 
off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall 
speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth.  11 As for you 
also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will 
set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  12 Return to 
your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I 
will restore to you double.

Daniel 7:13-14
• 13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the 

clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him.  14 And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed. 
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Romans 1:1-5

• 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God,  2 which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,  
3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh  4 and was declared to be the Son 
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,  5 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations.

Matthew 28:18-20

• 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”
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Matthew 19:28-29   

• 28 Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, in the 
new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  29 And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive 
a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 

Matthew 25:31-34   

• 31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne.  32 Before him will be gathered 
all the nations, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats.  33 And he will place the sheep on 
his right, but the goats on the left.  34 Then the 
King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
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Matthew 25:41-46

• 41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart 
from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.  

• 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• 1 Corinthians 15:19-20   19 If only for this life we 
have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 
all men.  20 But Christ has indeed been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 

• 58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let 
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you know that your 
labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
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On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• Romans 8:16-23   16 The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  
17 and if children, then heirs- heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him.  

On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us.  19 For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
God….  22 For we know that the whole creation has 
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now.  23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
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On the place of eschatology in the 
life of God’s people

• 1 Thessalonians 4:18 

• Therefore encourage one another with these words.


