New Testament Eschatology 1

What we learn about the second coming
before Revelation....

An Overview of the Biblical Narrative
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1 Thessalonians 1:8-10

» 8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded
forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your
faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we
need not say anything. 9 For they themselves
report concerning us the kind of reception we had
among you, and how you turned to God from idols
to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to
come.

1 Thessalonians 3:13

* 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless
in holiness before our God and Father, at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18

14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry
of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore
encourage one another with these words.




1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Matthew 25:1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be
like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet
the bridegroom.... 5 The bridegroom was a long time in
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At
midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here's the bridegroom! Come
out to meet him!”

Acts 28:15 The brothers there had heard that we were
coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and
the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these men Paul
thanked God and was encouraged.

John 12:13 They took palm branches and went out to meet

him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the
name af the T ard!” “Rlegsed i the King of Terasll®

1 Thessalonians 5:1-7

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you
have no need to have anything written to you. 2 For you
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come
like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is
peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon
them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they
will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for
that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children
of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober.... 7 For those who sleep, sleep at
night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.

1 Thessalonians 5:8-11

» 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet
the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake
or asleep we might live with him. 11 Therefore
encourage one another and build one another up, just as
you are doing.




2 Thessalonians 1:3-4

* 3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you,
brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one
another is increasing. 4 Therefore we ourselves boast
about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness
and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions
that you are enduring.

2 Thessalonians 1:5-8

» 5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that
you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are also suffering- 6 since indeed God
considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict
you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well
as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

2 Thessalonians 1:9-12

9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
his might, 10 when he comes on that day to be glorified
in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 11
To this end we always pray for you, that our God may
make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every
resolve for good and every work of faith by his power,
12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.




2 Thessalonians 2:1-4

* 1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our being gathered together to him, we ask you,
brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed,
either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to
be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day
will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4
who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called
god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.

2 Thessalonians 2:5-8

* 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I
told you these things? 6 And you know what is
restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his
time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at
work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is
out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of
his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his
coming.

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of
Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and
with all wicked deception for those who are perishing,
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that
they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may
be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.




Romans 8:18-25

» 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For
we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in
the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption
of our bodies.

1 Corinthians 15:19-28

19 If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.... 23 But each in his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to
God the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.

1 Corinthians 15:19-28

» 27 For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet."
But when it says, "all things are put in subjection," it is plain
that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under
him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son
himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

+ Psalm 8:6 You have given him dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under his feet...




2 Peter 3:5-9

* 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens
existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and
through water by the word of God, 6 and that by means of
these the world that then existed was deluged with water
and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth
that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day
of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not
overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

2 Peter 3:10-13

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and
the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all
these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and
dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Antichrist in John’s Letters

1 John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have
heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists
have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.

22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the
Son.

1 John 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you
heard was coming and now is in the world already.

2 John 1:7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world,
those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the
flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.




Matthew 24:21-31

* 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as
has not been from the beginning of the world until
now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days
had not been cut short, no human being would be
saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will
be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you,
'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There he is!' do not
believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets
will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so
as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.

Matthew 24:21-31

» 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they
say to you, 'Look, he is in the wilderness,' do not
go out. If they say, 'Look, he is in the inner rooms,’'
do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes
from the east and shines as far as the west, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever
the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

Matthew 24:21-31

* 29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30
Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of
Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory.




Matthew 24:21-31

* 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.

What would I expect?

* Trouble (tribulations and persecutions)

* Climactic
* The appearance of an idolatry-promoting emperor.

« Signs of the unraveling of creation (see
Revelation)

Approaches to Interpreting Revelation

» “Historically understanding has shifted among five
hermeneutical approaches: (1) the historicist view that sees
Revelation describing the entire period between the first
and second coming of Christ; (2) the preterist view that
sees the book written to describe only the first-century
situation of conflict between the church and the imperial
cult; (3) the sociological approach, which is a subset of the
preterist but centers upon the social world behind the book;
(4) the idealist perspective, which sees the book as a set of
timeless symbols addressing issues that Christians face at
any time in history; and (5) the futurist approach, which
understands the book to be describing the final
eschatological victory of God over Satan and the forces of
evil.” (Grant Osborne, “Hermeneutics” in DLNT)




Approaches to the Book of Revelation

* “Throughout Revelation’s history of interpretation, it has
been thought that one must choose a perspective, but it is
being increasingly recognized that all the approaches have
value for understanding the book. The Apocalypse
addresses both present and future, it stems from a social
world, and it contains symbols and emphases that speak to
the church in every age. The perspective shifts from one to
another throughout the book, and often there is more than
one emphasis in a given passage (e.g., the martyrdom of
the saints, combining the preterist, idealist and futurist into
a single message).” (Grant Osborne, “Hermeneutics” in DLNT)




