
Dear Parents, 

 It had been a long day of traveling back 

from our West Virginia mission trip.  We had 

taken a few days off to rest up with some family 

in Ohio, but the fatigue of two mission trips (we 

went to Trinidad earlier in the summer) had 

definitely caught up with me.  All I wanted to do 

was crash in my office for a couple hours before 

heading off to a pool party that was scheduled for 

that night.  But my hopes for rest were quickly dashed when I approached my office door 

and saw the sign “Brian’s Farm” posted across it.  I suddenly remembered the threats 

from some of the kids who said they might be “decorating” my office while I was away.  

I assumed that they had long since left various farm theme pictures or paraphernalia that 

would need to be cleaned out.  What I did not expect was the perpetrators were actually 

present inside.  I opened my door and there were three girls dressed in their best farming 

attire along with eight live bunnies and two live chickens – plus the smells that go along 

with such animals!!  Needless to say I was quite surprised.  And believe it or not, though 

I was extremely tired, I was also thrilled to be greeted by such a spectacle.  Yes, I know, 

Middle School Pastors are a unique breed. 

 Why does this sort of thing excite me?  Do I just have a weird affinity to barnyard 

smells?  Not so much.  But what I do have is a love for community!  A love for kids 

connecting with adults.  A delight in students loving other students.  A passion for middle 

schoolers to be a part of the Body of Christ!  Maybe for you it sounds like a barnyard 

office is just another ridiculous thing that youth pastors have to put up with from kids.  

But to me “Brian’s Farm” was a celebration of three years with some students who felt 

comfortable enough with their leaders (they had help from other volunteers who I need 

help paying back) to come in and spend all day setting up such a scene.  And with their 

connections to those leaders has come a connection to Christ and the community of 

believers that our Lord has called together in the church. 

 Building more and more of these connections is what this year is about for our 

church and we are so excited to keep working toward these connections in the middle 

school ministry.  We have seen students come together on mission trips and at camp in 

wonderful ways all summer.  We have also enjoyed great Bible Studies and Wednesday 

events that have set us up to build toward awesome Christ-centered relationships.  And 

now that everyone is coming back from their summer travels we are gearing up for a Fall 

that we hope will continue these connections.   

 The information below is designed to help you as parents understand and partner 

with us in making these connections happen.  I hope you will find time to read through it 

prayerfully and consider how you and your middle school student can connect and grow 

with us this year! 

 

Parents Sunday, September 7
th

, 10:00am 

We start the year off inviting you as parents to join us with your middle schooler (and 

other family members, if desired) to experience what we do each week in the gym.  Our 

worship team will start us off, I’ll give a message that will include various details about 

the year and then we’ll break out in to groups so that you can meet with small group 

leaders and get to know us.  Connecting at the beginning of the year is so important.  We 

hope you will be able to join us! 

 



Sunday Mornings 

On September 14
th

 we’ll kickoff our weekly Sunday Morning meetings.  We meet from 

10:00am – 11:10am.  Everyone starts out in the gym for large group worship and 

teaching.  Then, around 10:40am we break out in to small groups in various rooms 

around the gym on the 3
rd

 floor.  If you are picking up your child you can look for the 

names of their small group leaders on the door outside the rooms.   

We will start off the Fall with a series I am calling L.O.A.P’s.  L.O.A.P. stands for 

Loving One Another Practices.  By looking at each letter of L.O.A.P.’s we’ll seek to 

grow in our love for God, our understanding of “one anothering” in the Body of Christ, 

and the practices of service that come out of being the church.  After this initial series we 

are going to do a long series on the Gospel of Mark that will include weekly Sunday 

teaching and devotional book the kids can do at home. 

The small group time consists of teambuilding activities, discussion questions about the 

large group teaching and prayer.  It is important to us that each student be part of a group 

(divided by grade and gender) that allows them to connect with other Christians their age 

and also be discipled by a volunteer.  And small groups are not designed to just meet on 

Sundays.  Leaders will be organizing activities for their group to get to know one another 

outside of church and will also be looking to connect with students one-on-one when the 

opportunity arises.  You as parents can be great resources in helping the volunteers 

achieve the community and discipleship they desire by getting to know the leaders and 

even inviting them over for meals or time with your family!! 

 

Wednesday Nights      

We are so blessed to have Jason Bryant returning for his 

second year as our Middle School Ministry Assistant.  

Jason’s primary job is coordinating our Wednesday 

Nights which will kick off on September 17
th

.  We meet 

from 6:30pm – 8:00pm in the gym.  The evening starts 

out with games or activities designed to have students 

work together and connect with the leaders.  Then we 

have a snack followed by worship and a short message.  Our vision on Wednesday Nights 

is to deepen existing friendships in the group and to always make new students welcome.  

We are particularly concerned to make the atmosphere such that a student who has never 

been to church would feel welcome and connect quickly to others.   

Homework and other activities are often a challenge midweek.  But we actually believe 

strongly that a midweek connection at church is so significant for encouraging students to 

stand firm in their faith during the week.  We hope you’ll help your child arrange things 

so they can be there regularly and bring their friends along as well.  

 

Operation LexSearch 

On Saturday, September 27
th

 from 6:00pm – 9:30pm we will be holding our 7
th

 annual 

Small Group Scavenger Hunt.   Students will go out on foot around the church and its 

surrounding buildings to find clues and perform various challenges (artistic, athletic, 

intellectual etc.).   

This kickoff event is designed to build relationships within the small groups.  Laughing 

together and working toward a common goal are the key elements in breaking down 

walls and building relationships.  I anticipate this event offering great opportunities for 

kids to grow closer.  Let us know if you are interested in helping to run the evening 

because we need a bunch of parents to coordinate all the stations. 



 

Fall Retreat, October 10-12 

Each year we have two retreats.  The Fall Retreat is designed to help students connect to 

God and each other in deep and personal ways.  This sets us up to be a welcoming, 

Christ-centered community that can open the doors on the Winter Retreat for kids to 

bring new friends to hear the basics of Christianity which is presented there. 

The speaker for the weekend is Chris Buda.  Chris was my Young 

Life leader in high school and I learned much of what I know 

about youth ministry from him.  This will be the third time Chris 

has spoken at one of our retreats and is back by popular demand.  

Chris lives with his wife and four boys in Pittsburgh PA where 

Chris now serves as a Regional Director for Young Life.  He 

speaks to hundreds of teens every summer at Young Life camps 

around the country.  Prior to coming on staff with Young Life, 

Chris was a lawyer headed toward a rather lucrative career.  But 

Christ captured Chris’s heart and redirected his life so that for 

about 20 years now Chris has been working with teens and 

sharing Christ with them. 

Brochures with additional information will be coming out in the letter to your kids next 

week.  We encourage you to sign them up, even if they are unsure about going.  It is a 

key opportunity to get them connected!! 

 

Parents Lunch, October 26
th

 

Save the date now!  We’ll meet from 12:45pm – 2:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  It will 

be a time to get to know the leaders and students in your child’s small group.  And it will 

be a chance for us to get to spend time with you as well.  We’ll share some highlights 

from the retreat and offer more insights in to what is coming in the year ahead.  We hope 

you can join us! 

 

Connect with Our Team  

Much of this year is about connecting as a body of Christ and that certainly includes 

knowing how to connect with our middle school team.  Here is the contact information 

for reaching us with questions, comments, or anything else you might need. 

 

Brian Dietz  Pastor of Middle School Ministry bdietz@grace.org x144 

Jason Bryant  Middle School Ministry Assistant jbryant@grace.org x106 

Angela Rogers  Youth Min. Admin. Assistant  arogers@grace.org x131 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on the farm this year!!! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Brian Dietz 

Pastor of Middle School Ministry 


