Genocide Frustrated

Pray

Deliver me from the fear of man, O Lord. May | leam to
fear and love You wholeheartedly.

EXODUS 1:1-22

Read

Meditate

CONSIDER « Did you ever take
an unpopular stand against some-
thing you believed to be wrong?
What motivated you?

THINK FURTHER e In Genesis,
God promised that Abraham’s
descendants would become a great
and powerful nation, and also that
they would experience a 400-year
period of slavery. And so it came to
pass! Starting with v. 7, ponder the
words in this chapter which
emphasize the nation’s phenome-
nal growth, and also the words
which emphasize the harshness of
the times. Perhaps you would not
have expected both these things to
happen simultaneously?

The Pharacoh is not named,
although he would have been one
of the greatest men in the world at
that time. Ignorant of or indifferent
to his country’s history, and to
Joseph, one of their greatest bene-
factors, he fears the foreigners in
their midst and hatches a genocidal
plan—f{first slavery, then secret
slaughter, and finally (22) public
murder. Fear can be very shrewd
(10); and fear can lead ordinary
people to do very evil things.

However, two named women
obstruct the Pharaoh’s plan, and—

their names mean Shining and
Beautiful. These two women could
hardly have imagined that they
were to become the midwives of
salvation for a whole nation. By one
tiny act a whole family, a village or
a people may be saved!

We are told twice about their

motivation (17,21): they drove out
their lower fears with a higher fear
(Matt. 10:28); their civic duty was
embedded in a deeper obedience
(Acts 5:29), “Fear of God” means
sincere obedience; utmost rever-
ence; overwhelming awe. Think
about the difference between the
midwives’ fear of God and the
Pharach's fear of the lsraelites. Was
there ever a better reason for
unpunctuality?
APPLICATION « What “fears”
are you facing at the present time?
Have you given them over to the
Lord, knowing that he is always
with you? Why not hide some of
the “fear nots” in your heart (Psa.
23:4; Isa. 41:10; 1 John 4:18)?

Pray

Thank You, Lord, for Your many precious promises. You
are always with me, You know and meet m
show me the way to go. Quiet my heart today from all fear.

my needs, You

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Genesis 30,31 / Matthew 11




Saved to Save

Pray

Open my eyes and heart, Lord, to see anew that You hear,
remember, and know all I do.

Read

EXODUS 2:1-25

Meditate

CONSIDEER = “But he knows the
way that | take; when he has tested
me | will come forth as gold” (Job
23:10). Praise him!
THINE FURTHER = Four stories
are combined in this chapter as 40
yvears flash quickly past: Moses’
birth; his rescue (which we might
call, “How the Pharaoh got a
Jewish grandson”); his interven-
tions and escape (or, “The rejected
rescuer gets away”); and his mar-
riage. The first story is exquisitely
told and focused: there are 140
words in vs. 1 to 10 and the middle
ones are “the baby” (6). His mother
“saw that he was a goodly child”
(2, RSV, echoing Gen. 1); the rabbis
said the entire hut lit up when he
was born. The Pharaoh (probably
Fameses I1) had 111 sons and 59
daughters, and just the right one is
on the river bank at the right time.
Have you noticed the key roles
women play in these two chapters?
The reader knows that MMoses is
to be the Jews' rescuer (that's how
his Egyptian name was interpreted,
“Pulled out of danger”), but his first
efforts miscarry and he goes off for
a long course in the school of the
wilderness. Obviously, we would
like to know more about all that he

learned and did in those years, but
the Bible does not satisfy our
curiosity. His next rescue attempt
(17,19) is more successful, and
gains him a wife, “Little bird” and
a son, “Stranger-boy.” The boy's
name indicates that even after all
the years away, Moses” heart is still
back with his people in Egypt,
whose situation worsens.

God has only been mentioned
in 1:17.20,21. But now, in the thick
shadows and deep darkness of this
chapter's close, like the four deep
notes of a bell, we are told: “God
heard...God remembered...God
saw...God knew" (23-25, RSV).
APPLICATION = What does it
mean to you that God hears,
remembers, sees, and knows every-
thing you say and do? How should
knowing that you cannot hide from
God affect the way you will live
today?

Pray

hear... remember..

Lord, 1 bring you my past mistakes,
and old sorrows, I:'rl.ln mf_, them qu:u_‘i]‘. with the words, *

mistaken assertiveness
“You

Cknowe .. Thank You, Lord.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Genesis 34-36 /

Matthew 12
















