A Stink and a Sword

Pray

Amid the noise and confusion of this world, may I feel the
quietness of being in Your presence, my Lord.

EXODUS 5:1-21

Read

Meditate

CONSIDER ¢ Sometimes hard-
ship comes as a result of obeying
God. Are you prepared?

THINK FURTHER + Picture the
vast, ruthless pyramid of exploita-
tion based on ranks of oppressors,
including collaborators. Kemember
that such evils as concentration
camps cannot be sustained without
the cooperation of large numbers of
ordinary people who love their
children and give each other
Christmas presents. Diabolical
powers act indirectly through com-
mandeered human agents. Do you
notice in this chapter how the dia-
logue shoots up and down the
chain of command, from God to
Moses and Aaron, to Pharaoh, to
his Egyptian superintendents, to
the Israelite foremen? There is one
deaftening silence—the people say
nothing. They are just out desper-
ately looking for straw (12). They
have no energy or art for speech.
They are demoralized, helpless,
uneducated, status-less. Do you
see the systemic nature of this evil
and how in this case the Bible
needs to be read politically? We
have here a centralized government
and a nationalized industry (high-
quality brick-making), bolstered by

an institutionalized racism. And
Moses and Aaron, called by God to
be liberators, seem to have made
matters worse. What a stink (21)!

Think of your world and the
pictures by which it is represented
for your understanding. Can you
see those who are enslaved by and
to systems of evil—prisoners of
tyrants, the sick, the starving, the
landless, the slum-dwellers, the
sex-workers? Two voices contend
for recognition in this passage:
“This is what the Lorp, the God of
Israel says...” (1); and “This is what
Pharaoh says...” (10). And a ques-
tion echoes in the dark for the read-
er's attention: “"Who is the
Lorp...?" (2). This is a question
demanding an answer; it does not
just mean, “What is his name?” but
also, “What is he like?”
APPLICATION = Moses and
Aaron experienced rejection, not
only by Pharaoh, but the people
they came to save. Have you ever
felt rejected because of your faith
and witness? Don’t be discouraged,
but press on. Remember, God is
with you and will bless and use
you. Are you prepared to be God's
messenger today—even in a hostile
environment?

Pray

Lord, as 1 face a new day, strengthen, encourage and use
me as Your messenger, even in a hostile world. May 1

show Your love to someone who needs it.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Genesis 45,46 / Matthew 16




The Dark Before the Dawn

Pray

Lord, today may | be encouraged that *
me; | will not be afraid” (Psa. 118:6). Thank You.

‘the Lord is with

Read

EXODUS 5:22—a:12

Meditate

CONSIDER » What part does
remembering play in your invento-
ry of spiritual exercises?
THINK FURTHER ¢ The turn
events have taken inspires fury in
Moses. He marches up to God, and
although mentioning Pharaoh’s
agency, accuses God of doing evil
{L[]H]T‘H’.‘hl._"l]]‘. reduced in the NIV to
“brought trouble” 5:22). He also
whines, “...ever since...” (5:23).
Does he expect a short contest? But
his trials and his people’s are only
just beginning; it will be 40 weary
years before they enter their
Promised Land. There is an obsti-
nacy about true faith; sometimes
we have to go on believing in the
teeth of our senses and our imagi-
nation. The finger has got to hurt a
good deal more before the thorn
comes out.

God's answer is so wonderful-
ly generous that this section has
been called The Gospel of Exodus.
Trace out the twelve verbs of which
God is the subject, and notice that
four times he says, “l am the Lorp”
(6:2,6-8). The full significance of
this name had not been revealed
before (6:2), but now it is opened
up. In the Jewish Passover celebra-
tion, four cups of wine are drunk,

corresponding to “1 will bring you
out...free you...redeem you...take
yvou as my owr...” One cup of wine
is poured out but not drunk,
because “l will bring vou in..."”
indicates that the journey is still
under way. Promises are needed
because human beings lie; but in
the Old Testament there is no spe-
cific word for “promise”—because
God will certainly do everything he
has said.

With relentless honesty, our

passage concludes that the people
did not listen to Moses or to God
(9). Silent through ch. 5, they are
devastated in ch. 6. Picture in your
heart all those who cannot hear
God because of broken spirit or
cruel bondage.
APPLICATION * Moses was dis-
couraged—the Israelites were dis-
couraged—the problems were big!
“Big problems” need “big faith.”
What big problems are you facing?
How big is yvour faith? Does it look
beyond the problem and see God's
faithfulness (Heb. 11:1)? How will
your faith help you meet today's
challenges?

Pray

Lord, help me to look beyond my problems and see You
at work. Make my faith “sure of what [1] hope for and cer-

tain of what [I] do not see” (Heb. 11:1).

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Genesis 49,50 /

Matthew 17
















