Sin Is No Tritling Matter

Pray

Help me, O Lord, to see the exceeding sinfulness of this
world through Your eyes. Then, use me, | pray.

Read

EXODUS 9:27—10:6

Meditate

CONSIDER * “For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God
and are justified freely by his
grace...” (Rom. 3:23). Reflect on all
he has forgiven you.
THINK FURTHER * The time for
intercession is now over. God’s
judgment can no longer be delayed
(Rev. 10:6). We are told this time
that it was God who hardened
Pharaoh’s heart. Pharach had
shown nothing but contempt for
God's patience, and had refused to
repent. There was nothing now to
avert God's judgment (Rom. 2:5),
and Pharaoh’s vague offer to do a
deal with Moses was no more than
an attempt to pacify the growing
rebellion among his own officials.
But how can we relate to and
apply this whole plague narrative
to modern Western society in par-
ticular, in which experience of both
magic and miracle has been very
limited? God in his graciousness
can make himself known, and his
message relevant, in whatever con-
text people find themselves. In our
sophisticated and very materialistic
society it may sometimes be less
relevant to emphasize the themes
of the miraculous and magical. We
need to understand that what is at

the heart of the conflict between
Moses and Pharaoh is a power
struggle between God and the
forces of evil—which in our society
could be seen especially in the
forces of overt and unadulterated
materialism. Though we do not
doubt that the events leading up to
the Exodus contained both miracle
and magic, the words used for
“sign” (Hebrew oht) and miracle
{Hebrew mowphet, ie “power”) do
not of necessity carry that emphasis
any more than the equivalent
words used in the New Testament.
The “powers” which the “modern”

world recognizes are largely sci-
ence, economics and politics, and
God is able to reveal his presence,
his righteousness, and his suprema-
cy in these areas as clearly as he did
in the area of the supernatural,
which was key to the thinking of
ancient Egypt.

APPLICATION + God so loved
that he gave his most precious gift
to offer salvation to a sinful world.
Fethink John 3:16. What are you
willing to give to bring salvation to
a sinful world?

ad

Open my eyes, Lord,

Pray

so that in seeing clearly the world 1

live in, I will be moved and led by Your Hpmi to do all 1

can to further the coming of Your Kingdom.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Exodus 9,10 / Matthew 21




Till Sevent

-seven limes

Pray

Lord, help me remember that as 1 forgive others, so You
will forgive me (Matt.

5:14).

EXODUS 10:7-29

Read

Meditate

CONSIDER » Are you willing to
forgive the same person seventy-
seven times? How many times has
God forgiven you?

THINK FURTHER = Untl the Lord
declares the finality of his judgment,
our calling is to mirror his patience
and his yearning for people’s
response, both in our intercession (2
Cor. 5:20) and in our witness (Gen.
18:23-33). That point has now been
reached in the Exodus narrative, and
we are told this time that it was God
who hardened Pharaoh’s heart.
Pharaoh had shown nothing but con-
tempt for God’s patience, and had
refused to repent. He may seem
briefly to relent, but his statement is
vague, contradictory, and again most
likely to be duplicitous. What was
behind the seeming acknowledge-
ment that God was with the
lsraelites, or that he would be with
them once they were outside the area
where Pharaoh claimed to have his
own political, military and even
divine control? The turn of events
was forcing Pharaoh to take cog-
nizance of the power of the God of
Israel. Yet, with supreme folly, he
thought that that power could be
subordinated to his own, provided
he could keep lsrael’s majority—the

women, children and livestock—as a
kind of hostage to ensure the men's
return (10,11). After the plague of
darkness, Pharaoh played his last
card in wanting to hold onto Israel’s
wealth, its livestock, believing that by
this kind of economic blockade he
could subdue Moses” and Aaron’s
demands for the people’s freedom
(24). Among the worldly-wise
money talks, but it must not be
allowed to become the bartering cur-
rency of the Kingdom of God.

Feeling totally humiliated, and
having no more options, Pharaoh
lashed out with typical empty arro-
gance, and in ending all contact
with Moses and Aaron, he closed
down all communication with God.
APPLICATION o Think of the
things which hardened Pharaoh’s
heart. How have you seen the
desire for power and wealth hard-
en hearts today? Are you seeking
first his Kingdom and trusting the
one who understands your weak-
nesses (see Heb. 4:15,16)? How can
you iu_‘]p someone today, who has
been “hardened by sin’s deceitful-
ness” (Heb. 3.12,I3]?

Pray

Lord, help me to “fix [my] thoughts on Jesus” so that my
heart will not “be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.” Make
me an “encourager”

to someone today.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Exodus 13,14 / Matthew 22
















