Celebrating Our Salvation

Pray

I thank You, my Father, for the salvation ”
else, but Jesus” by whom | am saved.

found in no one

EXODUS 13:1-16

Read

Meditate

CONSIDER ¢ The remembrance of
our salvation is one of the great mot-
vations for evangelism (see 1 Cor.
11:26). Is this true of us?

THINK FURTHER ¢ Before con-
tinuing with the dramatic narrative
of the crossing of the Sea of Reeds,
the author continues to discuss the
future role that Passover would
have in the life of Israel
Throughout their history this festi-
val would continue to be founda-
tional for lsrael's self-understand-
ing and would be developed to
speak of God's redemptive activity
in every area of the nation’s history
and prophetic future (2 Chron.
35:1). In the Synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke),
Passover marks the foundation and
climax of Jesus’ ministry (Luke
2:23,41; 22:1), and in John's Gospel
it is the calendar mark for some of
the major points in Jesus' ministry,
being mentioned ten times overall.
Paul, in his pastoral ministry, uses
the Passover theme as a picture of
our holy L;«r_‘p’u"dinn unto the Lord
(1 Cor. 5:7). And as we have already
seen in the synoptic references, our
celebration of Holy Communion
and the whole Easter theme is
directly linked into the Passowver
iMatt. 26:28). lsrael's deliverance

from bondage in Egypt is a picture
and a foretaste of our greater deliv-
erance from bondage to sin.

In Jewish ritual, the Passover is

seen as giving significance to the
practice of laying fephillin, that is
the wearing of leather boxes con-
taining biblical texts, while praying,
and of fixing Mezuzahs (small
parchment scrolls, also containing
biblical texts) to the doorframes of
houses (Deut. 6:9). As Christians
we of course have our own sym-
bols, the cross being the most com-
mon. However, whenever it
becomes separated from actual bib-
lical texts relating to it, the cross
can become emptied of its meaning
and be worn or displayed as just an
ornament, by believer and unbe-
liever alike.
APPLICATION + What does the
“cross” mean to you? “When I sur-
vey the wondrous cross, on which
the Prince of glory died, /My rich-
est gain | count but loss, And pour
contempt on all my pride” (Isaac
Watts). How are you sharing the
message of the cross with those
who need it?

Pray

Lord Jesus, may the cross on which You died for me
never be just an empty symbol, but a living reminder of
Your great love and my salvation.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Exodus 23,24 / Matthew 26




The Roundabout Wa

Pray

“When | am afraid, | will trust in You.
Word | praise” (P'sa. 56:3). S0 1 praise You now, O Lord.

In God, whose

Read

EXODUS 13:17—14:9

Meditate

CONSIDER # Inwhat areas are we
prone to take “shortcuts”? Which
are valuable and which are not?
THINK FURTHER e+ Given that
God has engineered the Israelites’
release from Pharach, it should be
no surprise to discover he has also
determined their route to the
Promised Land. He has chosen for
them the long road. They will not
travel along the Mediterranean
through the land of the Philistines,
but “the roundabout way of the
wilderness toward the Red Sea
(17,18, NRSV), south, along the
west coast of the Sinai peninsula.
Little did they realize that this was
a journey which would take 40
years to complete (Deut. 1:2,3).

“The roundabout way of the
wilderness” becomes a manifesto
for the exodus journey. Its purpose
is for the people’s safety (13:17),
their spiritual growth and God’s
glory (14:4). Knowing how they
need reassurance and protection,
God has provided a symbol of his
constant presence and guidance. In
front of their very eyes is a pillar of
cloud each day and a pillar of fire
each night. There is no shortcut
from slavery to freedom. It is as if
these new-born people must learn

to walk. They do not know the dan-
gers; they do not realize their igno-
rance; they do comprehend God's
glory. It seems that it takes at least a
generation under the Lord’s guid-
ance to form the Israelites into his
holy nation, who have learned
enough about themselves and their
Savior to live by faith in the land of
promise. And so with us. The desert
fathers (hermit and monastic
Christians following the tradition of
Anthony of Egypt from the fourth
century onwards) chose to live in
the wilderness so they could focus
completely on spiritual growth and
God’s glory. Into what parts of the
world's wilderness might God be
leading you, led by the promised
“pillar” of his Holy Spirit?
APPLICATION + Do you ever
become impatient with God’'s
“slow” leading in your life? How
have you seen God's leading hand
in your past? Are you willing to fol-
low where he leads, however long
it takes?

Pray

Lord. 1 trust You.

Lord, I give You my hand and ask You to lead me on,
wherever and however You know is best for me. Lead on,

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Exodus 27,28 /

Matthew 27
















