Tired of Turnin

to God?

Pray

As | come into Your presence, Lord, may 1 find Your
strength made perfect in my weakness (see 2 Cor. 12:9).

Read

EXODUS 17:1-16

Meditate

CONSIDER + Does your flaith
grow tired? Ask God to renew you.
THINK FURTHER # There are
signs that Moses is growing weary.
First, the people try his patience
when, yet again, ihf_“. complain
about the lack of water. As his
reply to them suggests I[E], why do
they turn to him and not ask God
I:|.]1L‘I..i]} themselves? They should
know by now that it is God who
provides, and that he only needs to
be asked. Notice that Moses also
turns to God himself, but this tme
he brings his own personal con-
cerns rather than praying for water
on behalf of others. He is getting
desperate.

There is not only the problem
of intermal unrest within the camp,
but also the external threat of the
Amalekites. Moses is absolutely
clear that this battle, like those con-
cemning water and food, is a matter
of faith and trust. Thus he takes up
his position on the hill, standing
with God’s staff (9), to pray.
Holding his hands in the air—as we
have seen him do so many times
earlier (9:29; 10:12; 14:16)—is a sym-
bol of his appeal to God for help.

Even Moses grows tired in
prayer. (Does that make you feel

better?) But he does not give up.
Instead, he asks for help, and we are
given the delightful image of two
colleagues who stand on either side
of him to prop up his hands, so that
he can menuf_‘ to pray (12). Here,
“eagles’ wings"” (Isa. 40:31) take a
more down-to-earth practical form:
sometimes simply asking for help is
the answer to spiritual renewal. You
might like to pause and draw a pic-
ture of this—even a simple diagram
with “stick people”—if it helps the
message tosink in.
APPLICATION * How have you
experienced the help of an “Aaron
and Hur” in a time of weariness or
stress? Is God asking you to “lift up
the hand” of a spiritual leader, or a
discouraged friend today? Your
helpin a task, a word of encourage-
ment and a prayer can make an
etemnal difference.

Pray

Thank You, Lord, for the help and encouragement You
have sent to me through friends. Help me today, by prayer

and practical help, to do the same for another tired person.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Exodus 37,38 / Acts 3




Management Consultanc

Pray

Thank You for Your Word, Lord. May my heart be open
to both direction and correction.

Read

EXODUS 18:1-27

Meditate

CONSIDER * Are you in the habit
of giving advice, or receiving it?
THINK FURTHER = If “delega-
tion” was a buzz word in the man-
agement theory of the 1980s, then
“collaboration” performed the
same role in the 1990s. Here we
find the Old Testament offering the
same wisdom. | wonder, how often
does this management case study
get the attention it deserves?

Here is a delightful account of
“in-law” relations. Moses and
lethro each listen to the other: first,
Moses recounts the glorious tales of
God's deliverance of the lsraelites
in Egypt and in the wilderness.
Jethro rejoices. Then, having
observed Moses at work, he offers
some sage advice on leadership
strategy. And Moses implements it
The message here is deceptively
simple, but its implications are far-
reaching. To begin with, it is hard
to overestimate the historical and
theological importance of Moses in
the Old Testament: he is the key
figure in Israel’s story of salvation.
Yet even he must learn to delegate;
even he is susceptible to burn-out;
even he is to work collaboratively.
And, as it turns out later in the
Pentateuch, even he is not indis-

pensable (Deut. 31:1-8). As [ read
this account again, I'm impressed
by the way Jethro offers this advice.
First, he spends a day in patient
observation before making any
comment. Second, he asks Moses o
give his view of why he works this
way before expressing an opinion
(14,17,18). Third, he offers the
advice carefully: consciously sup-
porting Moses’ best interests, and
with careful suggestions for practi-
cal implementation. I'm also
impressed by the way Moses
responds. He is not proud or defen-
sive: despite his unique role before
God, he does not appear to resist
the “letting go.” Meanwhile, the
waiting lists are reduced and the
people go home satisfied (23)!
APPLICATION = Are you some-
one able to both give and receive
advice? Which comes easier? How
might you be a “Jethro” to offer
good advice to a “Moses”? s there
some area in your life where you
need to be a “Moses” and listen to
good advice? How can one of these
affect your life today?

Pray

Lord, show me the one today with whom I can share practi-
cal help and also show Your love. Help me to be like Moses,

willing to accept needed advice in this mixed-up world.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Leviticus 1-3 / Acts 4
















