Made to Be Priests

Pray

Draw me, my Lord, into a close relationship with You, so
that I may be an instrument of blessing.

EXODUS 28:1-30

Read

Meditate

COMSIDER » Jesus “has made us
to be a kingdom and priests to
serve his God and Father” (Rev.
1:6). What does that mean to you
today?

THINK FURTHER * The instruc-
tions now move from the structure
of the tabernacle and its furniture to
deal with those who will officiate in
it, the priests. To begin with, details
are given of the high priest's ephod.
This was clearly a beautiful gar-
ment, but its exact nature is unclear.
Some scholars think it was a waist-
coat, others that it was kilt-like (2
Sam. 6:14). To add to the perplexity,
on a few occasions the word ephod
seems to refer to an idol (Judg.
8:27). However, the main emphasis
here is on the two onyx stones on
which are engraved the names of
the Israelite tribes. These, we are
told, were worn on the high priest’s
shoulders “as a memorial before the
Lorp” (12). A similar phrase is used
in v. 29, referring to twelve precious
stones on the high priest’'s breast-
piece, each bearing the name of an
Israelite tribe. This expresses a
major function of priests in the Old
Testament. Their role was both rep-
resentative and intercessory. They
represented the people before God

and “reminded” God of their needs.
The high priest also had the respon-
sibility of making God's will known
to the people. In the early days he
used the Urim and Thummim as
means of doing this. How this
“worked” we don’t know. Their use
is not mentioned after David’s
reign, seemingly being replaced by
the giving of Torah (“instruction™)
based on the Law.

The priests fulfilled these roles
with regard to Israel, but Israel was
to be a priestly nation, fulfilling
these roles with regard to other
nations. (Exod. 19:5,6). Under the
new covenant, Jesus is our Great
High Priest (Heb. 4:14—5:10) and
the Church has been given a priest-
ly role towards the world.
APPLICATION * What does it
mean to you to be a “priest” to
serve God? As a priest, we are to be
"intercessors.” Are you praying,
not just for your own needs, but the
needs of others and for the world?
As “priests,” we are also to repre-
sent Christ to the world. How will
you represent him to those around
you today?

Pray

Lord, Your Word says “go into all the world and preach
the Good News"” (Mark 16:15). May | be more faithful in
going and giving, so that Your Good News may spread.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Joshua 12-15 / Psalm 39




Holy to the Lord

Pray

Help me to understand, Lord, what it means to live a life
“holy and pleasing to God” (Rom. 12:1).

Read

EXODUS 258:31-43

Meditate

CONSIDER = “...as he who called
you is holy, so be holy in all you
do...” (1 Pet. 1:15). Is it possible?
THINK FURTHER * The words
“Holy to the LorD” on the high
priest’s turban are a reminder that
he represents “a holy nation” (19:6).
In v. 38 the idea of holiness is
applied to the people. Preceding
chapters have been about a “Holy
Place” and a “Most Holy Place.” In
the next chapter the priests, their
garments and the altar are “conse-
crated” (in Hebrew, “made holy™)
by ritual actions. For many modern
Christians the idea of holy places,
holy objects and ritually holy peo-
ple is strange. This is because “holi-
ness” has come to be understood
primarily in moral categories, and
these are not readily applicable to
places or objects, or to ritual
actions. However, in the Bible,
although holiness includes morali-
ty, its meaning is wider. It sums up
all that makes God uniquely God. It
is sometimes defined as God's
“otherness” —what makes God dif-
ferent and separate from any other
being. This divine separateness
from human beings is emphasized
by the spatial separations of the
tabernacle and its court, and also

by the way people and things are
intended to be consecrated for ser-
vice there.

Over-emphasis on this physical
imagery alone might lead to a
dependency on ritual, divorcing
holiness from everyday life. Yet to
lose such imagery—and so to nar-
row our understanding of holiness
to morality alone—is also danger-
ous. When Paul uses temple
imagery to appeal for sexual purity
(1 Cor. 6:19), the power of his appeal
rests partly on his readers’ sense of a
temple as “sacred space” which
should not be violated. Here the
wider meaning of holiness, as a
complete expression of dedication to
God, supports the narrower, moral
meaning. When we lose much of the
wider meaning, it may become
harder to retain the moral content.
APPLICATION ¢ What do you
think it means to live a “holy life”
(see 1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Thess. 4:7; 2 Pet.
3:11b,12a)? How does your life dif-
fer from the “"world” (see Rom.
12:2)? Will those you mingle with
today see God's “holiness” reflect-
ed in your life?

Pray

Lord, in view of Your love and mercy, help me offer myself
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to You. Keep me

from conforming to the pattern of this world (Rom. 12:1,2).

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Joshua 16-19 / Romans 13
















