The Great A

ostas

Pray

Lord, help me never to forget that You are holy, but also
loving. Work in me today.

EXODUS 32:1-24

Read

Meditate

CONSIDER ¢ Are you trusting in
the power of your commitment to
God, or in the power of his grasp
upon you?

THINK FURTHER + [t will trou-
ble every Christian believer that the
golden calf catastrophe could occur
in the middle of the covenantmak-
ing. Israel’s Liberator had already
secured her future, swearing by his
own name to bring her through to
freedom and hope (3:14, also vs. 13-
15). No enemy is coercing lsrael to
renege on her relationship with
God (Acts 7:39-43).

Evil appears precisely when
Moses is bringing back the marriage
vows, the commandments, which
are to be lsrael’s “1 will,” in answer
to God’s wooing “Will you?”
(31:18). Israel then turns away, fear-
ing a dull marriage, complaining
that God isn’t enough for her
meaning, of course, that he is much
too much for her: too near for com-
fort with his searing holiness and
impossible demands, too invisible,
too serious about the exclusiveness
of “forsaking all others.” She tums
from her beautiful lover into the
arms of a flashy impostor. Israel
replaces God with the popular bull
cult, image of worldly power and

sexual potency: visible, portable,
manageable, exploitable, with a col-
orful line in temple prostitution; a
tailor-made god to suit the nation's
mood (1 Kings 12:28,33). Are you
deafened by the alarm bells this
event sets ringing? At heart, our
spiritual dilemma appears little dif-
ferent from theirs, beset by the sins
of ingratitude and infidelity. Being
the people we are, we know from
long experience that we cannot
commit ourselves to the Lord in a
superglue sort of manner, a once-
for-all irrevocable act. We try time
and again but it never lasts. What
we can do is commit ourselves into
his hands (1 Thess. 5:23,24). A wob-
bly commitment it may be, but just
enough to get us into the hands
which can then take over, and will
never let go as they fashion God's
designs in us.
APPLICATION » Is God “enough,”
“too much” for you? Have you
“added” anything to your relation-
ship with God? Ponder the price
Jesus paid for your sins, and the scars
on his hands that hold you, and tum
to him now in new love and commit-
ment. Will you share his great love
with someone today?

Pray

“All to Jesus | surrender, Lord, | give myself to Thee;/ b]]]
me with Thy love and power, Let Thy blessing fall on me”
(I.W.Van De Venter).

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Judges 7,8 / Psalms 42,43




When Idolatry Implodes

You.

Pray

Lord, may my heart be fixed on You, so that I will not fail

Read

EXODUS 32:25—33:6

Meditate

CONSIDER o “They rejected him
and in their hearts turned back to
Egypt” (Acls 7:39).

THINK FURTHER * Reconstructing
God into “the sort of deity | am
comfortable with” is a highly dan-
gerous project, like rewiring a

nuclear reactor with the power

turned on. It is tampering with the
fundamentals of the universe, treat-
ing as absolute that which isn’t
absolute; a catastrophic confusion at
the heart of things. The lesson of the
golden bull calf, including the awful
punishment, is carried through into
the New Testament as a warning to
the reckless Corinthian church (1
Cor. 10:1-5). Mot that God is dam-
aged by any idolatry of ours! “A
man can no more diminish God's
glory by refusing to worship him
than a lunatic can put out the sun
by scribbling the word “darkness”
on the wall of his cell,” said C.S5.
Lewis, in The Problem of Pain. But
idolatry is devastating for the indi-
vidual and for his society. It is a fact
of our nature that we tend to
become like the thing we idolize;
thus idols are “worthless” says
Isaiah, scathingly, and their devo-
tees are consequently “nothing”
iIsa. 44:9). Lightweight gods spawn

lightweight people; Israel drank
water contaminated with the debris
of the calf (20). W.B. Yeats" poem,
“The Stare’s Nest By My Window"
includes the line, “We have fed the
heart on fantasies, the heart's
grown brutal from the fare,” cap-
turing the self-destructiveness of
false worship (32:1-16). Jesus
summed up the spiritual chemistry
of worship in his words, “where
your treasure is, there your heart
will be also™ (Matt. 6:19-21). Your
heart presses up against your trea-
sure (which is the thrust and focus
of your life, your driving ambition,
your reason for living—your God
or idol), and shares its destiny. If
your treasure is temporal, earth-
bound, it will inevitably decay, tak-
ing the heart with it. But the God-
centered life takes on the quality of
God’s everlastingness.
APPLICATION o What “trea-
sures” might you be storing up in
heaven? Are there any “treasures”
stored in your heart and life that
you need to forsake? Will you let
him be Lord of all?

“treasures”

Pray

Lm‘d | I:rrm[rj my heart and life to You. Remove earthly
* that are there and reign supreme in my heart,

so thatl may truly be like Jesus.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Judges 9,10 / Mark 2
















