ing God’s Servants

Pray

May Your holy Word, Lord, reach deep into my heart
today, teaching, rebuking and preparing me for service.

Read

EXODUS 35:30—36:7

Meditate

CONSIDER = “From Thee all skill
and science flow, All pity, care, and
love, All calm and courage, faith
and hope; O pour them from
above” (Charles Kingsley).

THINK FURTHER * When God
has a task to be done he does not
stint in .L;upp]j_.—'ing and equipping
the workers. The tabernacle build-
ing requires craftspeople—so God
chooses and fills with his Spirit.
English translations refer to
Bezalel's “skill” (31), but the word
is elsewhere translated “wisdom.”
Is it surprising that the first person
in the Scriptures of whom it is said
that God “filled him with the Spirit,
and with the wisdom of God"” is an
artisan? We may see some tasks as
more “spiritual,” but God is
involved in all aspects of life. Those
chosen by the early church to look
after the distribution of food were
likewise to be “full of the Spirit and
wisdom” (Acts 6:3,5).

It is also not enough that
Bezalel and Oholiab are skilled arti-
sans, they are given the “ability to
teach others” (34). In this way the
work is done by many who have

“skill and ’lb]]]i“. “ Bezalel and
Oholiab did not keep the work to
themselves “because we are the

i

most capable;” skills were passed
on, empowering others. Compare
the way Christ gives leadership
gifts not so that leaders do the work
of the church, but “to prepare
God's people” (Eph. 4:11,12).
People God has called and
equipped for a task need resources.
I am involved with a mission orga-
nization that has seen many people
called into ministry with unreached
peoples, but the question is, where
are the financial resources? In so
many Christian organizations
much effort is spent managing on
limited resources. Is this what God
intends for people he has called
and equipped for specific tasks? Is
it too much to expect a result simi-
lar to here (36:3-7) where the work-
ers are embarrassed by receiving
more than they can use?
APPLICATION + For what ser-
vice has God equipped you? How
are you passing on that Lnnw]t_‘dhc
and ability to someone, so that your
work will continue? Are you giving
your best to the One who has
f:qmppt_‘d yvou (see Heb. 13:20,21)?

Pray

Because You have equipped us to do Your will, Lord,
help me to be more faithful in doing “what is pleasing to”

You today and every day.

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Judges 21 / Psalm 45




Beaut

Belongs with God

Pray

Lord, You made all things beautiful in Your creation.
Help me to see it with new eyes of wonder.

Read

EXODUS 36:8-38

Meditate

CONSIDER « “God saw all that
he had made, and it was very
good” (Gen. 1:31a). Does your life
reflect his beauty?

THINK FURTHER * “Take time
to enjoy the flowers” was my wife's
comment. | regularly walk down
the side path of our home but had
only just noticed a particular flower
which had been there for a week!
Mow | trv to savor the beauty and
aroma, to see the diverse artistry of
flowers and shrubs, o observe and
wonder at the ever-changing rich-
ness of God's creation.

It would be easy to move
quickly through today’s reading,
especially having read the similar
26:1-37. Instead, pause to reflect on
the luxurious and practical beauty—
and remember that the inside linen
hangings were designed primarily
for God’'s enjoyment. The only
human eyes to see them were the
priests, and that only at specified
times. Here was beauty presented
to God: the best skills, gorgeous col-
oring and the finest cloth. Picture
the devotion and adoration—and
the time—that went into each item,
to bring glory to God. Here are peo-
ple meticulously preparing the tent
God has commanded for his

dwelling (the English “tabernacle”
has borrowed a Latin word mean-
ing “tent”). How amazing that God
is prepared to be in their midst,
especially given their sinful past.
Beauty is fitting as a joyous
response. The splendor of the tent
reflects in microcosm the beauty of
the universe God has created.
Similar wording is used when
we read of Jesus, “the Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among
us” (John 1:14). Does this point to
what God considers to be the actual
and potential beauty of human
beings? Amazingly, he now indwells
us by his Spirit.
APPLICATION e The very best
and most beautiful materials were
used to build the “dwelling place of
God.” Today, God dwells in human
tabernacles, his people, who have
been I:muf_,hi at a great price. What
kind of material are you using to
build his dwelling ]J]“ll._-f_‘ in you?
Can others see his beauty reflected
in your life by your fruit (Gal.
5:22)?

Pray

and live.

Fairest Lord Jesus, may Your beauty be seen in me. May
the fruit of Your Holy Spirit be evident in the way I walk

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: Ruth 1,2 / Mark 7



















