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The Reverend Da Vita D. McCallister

Rev. Da Vita D. McCallister is the Associate Conference Minister for Youth and Young Adults in the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ.  Prior to her work as the Associate Conference Minister she founded Magnificent Consultants, a consulting firm that specializes in empowerment for youth and young adults.  She is also the former Minister for Youth, Young Adults and Outdoors of the United Church of Christ.  

Rev. McCallister’s ministry began in the Baptist Church, when she accepted the call to ministry at the age of 13 and has included service in the United Methodist Church, where she served as a pastor.  She was ordained in the Southeast Conference of the UCC and served that conference as the Vice Moderator and as a member of the Church and Ministry Committee.  In addition to her work in the national setting and local churches she has also served the non-profit sector as the UCC coordinator for the Fund for Theological Education and in the academy as a lecturer and seminar leader. 

Rev. McCallister is 1994 graduate of Lincoln University, where she earned her bachelor’s degree in religion and psychology.  She holds a Master of Divinity degree from Gammon Theological Seminary at the ITC in Hebrew Bible. 

She has been recognized for her service to the Church through several awards and distinctions including; preaching the Opening Worship Service of the 26th General Synod of the United Church of Christ (UCC), offering the Baccalaureate Address at her beloved Alma Mater Lincoln University for the 150th Commencement Exercises, her selection as the UCC National Staff Scholar in Residence at Elmhurst College, the first female to preach at the Evening Worship Service of the NAACP’s National Convention, the respondent to the Annual Copher Lectures at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) and her status as the first self-avowed same-gender-loving person to be certified, ordained and given an Episcopal appointment within the United Methodist Church.  

Rev. McCallister is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  She is the daughter of David McCallister and Eladies Sampson and the sister of Roslyn McCallister Brock and Michael McCallister.  She is a new member of the parenting circle and has accepted her role as “Mommy” for her 20 year old daughter, Omolara Williams.  

She takes great pride in her Christian heritage as the great-grand daughter of the late Rev. Jesse B. Baldwin a Baptist minister and pastor of over 65 years in rural Florida.
