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2009 VESTRY  & OFFICERS 
 

 
Sr. Warden  (elected annually):  Michael White 

Jr. Warden  (elected annually):  Joan Purdy 
Clerk (appointed by vestry annually):   Joanne Gitlin 
Treasurer (appointed by annually):  Becky Stretch 
 

Vestry by Class 

(Terms End at Annual Meeting of Year Listed) 

2010 
Holly Williams 

Victoria Castillo 
Dinah Hoppe 

Duane Lahti 
 

2011 
Joanne Gitlin 

Joanell Powers 

Sharon Porter 
Howard McCarthy 

 

2012 

Tim Killinger 
Steve Fleming 

Randy Wakitsch 

Mary Keyse 
 

 

PARISH STAFF & CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Rector: The Rev. Patricia A. Conley 
Organist & Choir Director: Terree Emrich, DMA 

Bookkeeper: Kathy Rizzo 
Sexton: Santo Rizzo 

Associate Priest:  The Rev. Lynn White 

Parish Chaplain:  Bruce Armstrong 

E-MAIL:  stannsrector@comcast.net 

Office: (815) 338-0950   Rector’s cell: (815) 355-6840 

Website:  www.stannswoodstock.org 

 

mailto:stannsrector@comcast.net
http://www.stannswoodstock.org/
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2010 Annual Meeting AGENDA 

 
 

A.     Opening Prayer by Rev. Patricia Conley  

B.     Toast by Incoming Junior Warden, Ben P hillips  

C.     Appointment of Secretary for Today’s Meeting. 

D.     Approval of Minutes from 2009 Annual Meeting 

E.     Recognition of 2009 Sr Warden & Vestry Members 

F.     Presentation & Election New Vestry Members & 

Wardens: 

 Sr. Warden Joan Purdy 

 Jr. Warden Ben Phillips 

 Class of 2013 Dinah Hoppe 

    Vincent Castillo 

    Bill Braun 

    John Kunath 

 Class of 2012 (2 yr term replacing Tim Killinger) 

    Jerry Kraemer 

G.     Reports from EVERYONE! 

H.     Anticipating 2010 – Rector’s Report & Vision   

I.      Blessing and Adjournment 

 

Our Annual Meeting Prayer 

 

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and 

understanding: Be present with us as we take counsel to 

plan for the effective ministry of our parish in the days 

ahead, and for the renewal and mission of your Church.   

Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and 

glory.  Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us 

both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish 

it; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen . 
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MINUTES OF 2009 ANNUAL MEETING 
 

JANUARY 18, 2009 (At St. Ann’s Church, Woodstock, IL) 

Attending: Rev. Conley; Terree and Michael Emrich; Nancy Jung; 

Tina and Allen Hill; Mary Keyse; Roma Simons; Lori Trout; Sandra and 
Howard McCarthy; Gunnar, Joanne and Hannah Gitlin; Dinah and Tom 
Hoppe; Jerry Kraemer; Angela and Steve Fleming; Nadine Francione; 
Holly Williams; Nancy Wright; Joanell Powers; Vincent, Jenna, Jordan 
and Victoria Castillo; Ruth Cotton; Shelby Peletier; Randy Wakitsch; 

Rob and Joan Purdy; Nancy Phillips; Lenore Beyer-Clow and Bill Clow; 
Catherine Sinnott-Etheridge; Becky Stretch; Holly Emrich; Natalie and 
Bruce Armstrong; Duane Lahti; Rita and Jerry Green; Ricca and Mike 
Zaino. 

1. The meeting commenced at 12:00 p.m. 

2. Opening Prayer: The Rev. Patricia A. Conley 

3. Joan Purdy, the incoming junior warden gave the toast.   

4. Appointment of Secretary for the Meeting: 

¶ Joanne Gitlin was appointed secretary for the meeting. 

5. Approval of Minutes from 2008 Meeting:  

¶ Michael Emrich moved to accept the January 20, 2008 

minutes.  Second: Becky Stretch.  All approved. 

6. Recognition of Retiring Sr. Warden and Vestry Members:  

We extended appreciation to Jackie Smithson and Ruth 

Cotton for their work as Clerk and Treasurer, respectively.  

And, we expressed our deepest appreciation to Susie Scott, 

Alan Hill, Nancy Wright, and Ruth Cotton for their faithful 

service on the Vestry.  Nancy Phillips was thanked for her 

service as Senior Warden.   

7. Presentation of Vestry Members and Wardens:  After 

receiving names and suggestions, the Nominating 

Committee presented to be elected for service on the 

Vestry: 

¶ Vestry (three years):  Mary Keyse, Steve Fleming, 

Tim Killinger, Randy Wakitsch 

¶ And Joan Purdy as Junior Warden 

¶ Mike White was affirmed as Senior Warden.   

Approval of the Slate of Vestry Members and Officers: 

Moved: Kathy Etheridge-Sinnott Second: Bruce Armstrong.  

Approved by all. 

8. Reflecting & Reports of 2008:  Everyone received a copy of 

the Annual Report.  The Committee Reports are contained in 

the Annual Report.   
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9. Previewing 2009:  Rev. Conley spoke about plans for an 

updated web-site.  It will be a collaborative effort and 

should be completed by Easter. 

10. Blessing and Adjournment:  Rev. Conley gave the blessing 

and the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.  Lenore 

Beyer-Clow moved to adjourn and Natalie Armstrong 

provided the second.   
 

Respectfully Submitted:  Joanne Gitlin , Clerk of the Vestry  
 

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT – 2009 
 

Senior Warden’s Report                                by Mike White 

As many of us experienced individually, 2009 was also a 

year of trials, growth and great joy at St. Ann’s.  The music 

from our outstanding choir continued to enchant and lift us.  

The Sunday School program grew in numbers, quality and 

enthusiasm.  We had more young, hard-working, dedicated 

acolytes than we’ve seen in years.  A well organized and funded 

Outreach Committee was formed and is moving with clear 

direction.  Our several successful fundraising events were well 

managed and demonstrated how willing our parish community 

is to get involved, and have a good time in the process.  That 

same enthusiasm and joy can be seen as so many work on our 

grounds and in our building to be faithful stewards of what we 

have and what we have been given. 

Your Vestry spent a busy year.  Keeping St. Ann’s on sound 

financial footing required on-going vigilance, but the year 

ended with a balanced budget.  This was achieved in spite of 

unanticipated furnace failures, basement floods and the death 

of our copier.  It is a testimony to the impact that St. Ann’s has 

in the community that some of these problems were met 

thanks to unanticipated gifts.  

The Vestry also made great organizational strides in 2009.  

Procedures were established in a number of areas so that St. 

Ann’s could operate more smoothly and efficiently now and in 

the future, and greater documentation was put into place to 

insure that these procedures were understood and followed.  In 

large measure because of these strides, St. Ann’s successfully 

passed its Diocesan mandated audit in 2009. 

It is a great testament to our Rector, The Rev. Pat Conley, 

and the people of St. Ann’s that 2009 was a year of such 

movement ahead.  It provides a firm and optimistic foundation 

for 2010 and beyond.        
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ALTAR GUILD REPORT 
 

2009 Report, by Pat McCullough      Presented by Ruth Cotton  

St Ann’s Altar Guild is a volunteer group of nine faithful and 

detail oriented ladies who provide support for our rector, care 

for altar linens, vestments, and our beautiful worship space.   

Each week a team prepares for Sunday services and cleans up 

afterward.    During the church year, the group plans for feasts 

and holy days that require special consideration.  We strive to 

be flexible, yet consistent in all we do.  Rev Pat provides us 

kind and decisive leadership, helping us always to remember 

goal is to provide the best environment  for our Lord’s work. 

 This spring (2010) we plan to work on a complete 

inventory of items we use and care for.  We are in need of new 

altar linens and hope to be able to purchase some in the near 

future.   New members are welcome to join us.  We provide 

training and a “flexible” schedule.  Please contact either Rev Pat 

or Pat McCullough to learn more specifics and see if you might 

like to be a part of this important ministry here at St. Ann’s. 
 

NEEDLEPOINT GUILD REPORT 
2009 Report                 by Nancy Phillips  

The altar rail kneeler canvases remain the main project of 

the guild. We meet each week for stitching support and St. 

Ann's fellowship. With each year, we come closer to completing 

the very challenging project.  
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT 
 

2009 Report, by Joanell Powers     Presented by Duane Lahti  

Building and Grounds Committee members included 

Joanell Powers (chair), Howard McCarthy, Jeff Scott, Alan Hill, 

Duane Lahti and Mike Emrich.  During the past year we did the 

following: 

1.  We held two church & grounds clean-up projects, Spring 

and Fall.  We had good turnout for these events.  Thanks to 

everyone who participated! 

2.  The choir, several parish members & staff responded to the 

basement flood in June.  Many thanks go out to everyone who 

jumped into action.  Actions required after the flood included: 

    a.  Running dehumidifiers and other water removal.  

    b.  Removal of wall shelving units (and stuff) by choir. 

    c.  Removing and replacing the carpet. 
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    d.  Repainting the walls – choir members J 

3.  During the annual furnace inspection it was determined that 

we had to replace two furnaces.  Bids were obtained, the lowest 

bid was approved and the furnaces were replaced. 

4.  Front door (red door) still needs work?  Howard? 

NOTE from Vestry:  We thank Joanell for her excellent 

leadership of the Building and Grounds team for two years.  

Our 2010 B & G Team leaders will be Duane Lahti & Bill Clow.   
 

2010 Building & Grounds Team         Duane Lahti  & Bill Clow  

Purpose:  To ensure the faithful stewardship of St. Ann’s 

Episcopal Church Woodstock, Illinois facilities establish 

procedures and policies for; evaluation, planning, budgeting, 

and coordinate maintenance, repairs, enhancements, for the 

preservation of building and grounds. 

Duties or Responsibilities of the Building and Grounds 

committee 

¶ Conducting a regularly scheduled inventory of assets 

o Create a recorded (electronic) inventory of assets 

for reference and digitally captured images of 

grounds, buildings and assets 

o Work with Executive committee on items needed 

for insurance purposes 

¶ Routinely evaluate the facility for safety and 

maintenance issues. 

o Coordinate inspection schedule of furnaces, water 

heaters, air conditioning units, fire suppression 

equipment and other major appliances. 

¶ Establish criteria for prioritization of needed repairs, 

maintenance, and budget planning purposes. 

o Establish timelines of expected replacement, 

service, or upgrade of facilities to anticipate 

potential costs for budget purposes; 

Á Examples:  seal coating, painting, 

reroofing 

o Ranking items in terms of emergent, urgent, 

non-urgent and proposed needs. 

¶ Advise groups and individuals towards specific service or 

volunteer opportunities at St. Ann’s 

o Identify and recruit people to share their talents 

o Coordinate project areas to avoid confusion or 

overlapping of activities 

o Engage resources externally for service projects 

Á Boy Scouts 
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o Coordinate with other groups such as Green 

Group and the Ministry Garden project to cover 

issues that may impact the facilities  

¶ Develop a plan for projecting long term capital and 

maintenance expenditures. 

o Gather pricing or replacement costs on items 

¶ Working with the Rector or designate to develop a job 

description of routine activities and special projects 

required of the sexton. 

¶ Create and coordinate special activities as needed for 

the ongoing care of the facilities. 

o Spring and Fall cleanups 

o Bulb Plantings 

o Painting opportunities 

¶ Identify and engage vendors willing address needs and 

understand the potential response to issues needing 

attention as well as flexibility in pricing or budgeting, or 

repayment depending on costs. 

 

PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

Parish Life 2009                      Nancy Phillips & Joan Purdy  

Throughout 2009, Parish Life at St. Annᾷs flourished. During 

the summer, with input from the rector, vestry and 

parishioners, nine social events were scheduled. By late 

summer, a sign-up calendar was posted in the communication 

corridor. Within a few short weeks, parishioners signed-up to 

organize all the events. Parish Life was off and running! 

 

Jan  Annual Meeting Brunch 

Mar Fish Fry 

Aug Parish Picnic 

Sept Parish Kick-off Brunch 

Sept Bishop Atem: Lecture and Pot-Luck 

Oct  Lobster Fest Dinner 

Oct  Pet Blessing Coffee Hour 

Nov Bishop Lee: Eucharist and Brunch 

Dec Evensong Reception 

 

Many thanks to all the volunteers for a wonderful job in 
providing good food and fellowship for St. Annᾷs parish. 
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CHILDREN’S FORMATION REPORT 
 

Elementary Grades                                by Randy Wakitsch  

Last January, we began studying subjects related to the 

lectionary readings and the liturgical calendar (for example, 

Epiphany, Isaiah, Baptism, Jonah, Lent, and the 50 Days of 

Easter).  We conducted one Youth Church Service with 

Communion led by Hannah and Mike.  And one of the highlights 

was burning last year’s palm fronds for this year’s ashes in the 

chilly February parking lot. 

Because of the central importance of Easter, we have spent 

the 2009/2010 season of formation, which began in September, 

reviewing the biblical record of God’s saving deeds in history as 

is recommended in the liturgy of the Easter Vigil in the Book of 

Common Prayer.  So far we have enjoyed our experience of the 

first creation story, Noah’s water adventures, and Moses’ 

leading the Israelites across the Red Sea.   

Our weekly prayer through the Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word at 10am has been a new addition to our schedule.  While 

the rest of the parish experiences the Liturgy of the Word in the 

nave, our children have their own in the downstairs chapel 

(usually based on the Gospel reading for the day) and then join 

the rest of the parish at the Peace. 

Many thanks to Pat Lechtanski, Selena Payton, Sarah 

Sedlack, Anna Blaho, and Anna Zaino for their involvement in 

this formation process.  
 

Our Confirmation Class   by Rev. Conley  

Ben Phillips volunteered to teach the Confirmation Class this 

year.  (He would have written this report, but your Rector 

forgot to ask him to do so J)  

Five of St. Ann’s finest young people are involved in this 

class, under Ben’s able tutelage.  The young teens in this group 

are studying the book, “My Faith My Life,” along with the Book 

of Common Prayer and the Bible.  May they learn their lessons 

well. 

 

Godly Play                 by Rev. Conley  

Christian Education is provided for children ages 3-6ish in 

our Godly Play program.  Godly Play is a special method of 

Christian education and spiritual direction for children. The goal 

of Godly Play is to teach children the art of using religious 

language – parable, sacred story, silence, and liturgical action – 
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to help them become more fully aware of the mystery of God’s 

presence in their lives.  

In Godly Play, we tell Bible stories to children to encourage 

them to enter into the stories and relate them to their personal 

experience. Godly Play is concerned with the spiritual 

development of each child as an individual and with modeling 

the appropriate moral behaviors expected of people living 

within a Christian community. 

Sarah Sedlack, Laura Porth, Anna Blaho and Anna Zaino 

have been active as storytellers, and number of others are 

interested in participating too. 

 

ADULT FORMATION REPORT 
 

Adult formation activities at St. Ann’s continue to include 

the following spiritual growth opportunities: 

¶ Periodically scheduled Adult Forums 

¶ Adult Spiritual Life Retreats 

¶ Training and service as Worship Assistants 

¶ Training and service as Lay Preachers 

¶ Training and service as Lay Readers 

¶ Training and service as Ushers 

¶ Training and service as Intercessors 

¶ Training and service as Lay Eucharistic Minister 

¶ Choir and Music Ministry Opportunities 

¶ Sunday School Teaching Opportunities 

¶ Training and Service as Home Visitor 

¶ Involvement in ministry with 

o The Green Group 

o The Outreach Programs 

o The Needlepoint Group 

o Parish Administration 

o Music Ministry 

o The Altar Guild 

o Parish Life 

o The Building & Grounds Team 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY REPORT 

Music Program   by Terree  Shofner Emrich, Music Director  

The choir continues, through phenomenal commitment, to 

enhance the worship experience by providing a variety of music 

for regular services, evensong and other special services.   
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Special thanks to instrumentalists Becky Blaho, Julia 

Blaho, Carol Lahti, and Mike Palmer, as well as soloists Lenore 

Beyer-Clow, Holly Emrich, Gunnar Gitlin, Carol Lahti and Susie 

Scott. 

The choir welcomed new alto, Jennifer Loaker this year!   

Special musical highlights include Bishop Lee's visit and a 

variety of new anthems including "For Unto Us a Child is Born" 

from Handel's Messiah sung at the Christmas Eve service. 

As always, we welcome new members for fun, fellowship 

and, of course, music-making!  

 

GREEN GROUP REPORT 

Green Group  by The Rev. Lynn White  -  Presented by Bill Clow  

In the past year the Green Group continued to work to 

make St. Ann’s and its parishioners more environmentally 

aware and responsible, and to provide an example to the entire 

community.  Toward those ends, steps included: 

1. Continued the usage and sale of Bishop’s Blend 

organic, fair trade coffee. 

2. Encouraged people to use the energy efficient 

dishwasher in the parish kitchen. 

3. Distributed Green Ideas for Lent on several pre-

Lenten Sundays. 

4. Organized the 2nd Annual Earth Day Eucharist on 

April 26, highlighted by high school senior Brian 

Clow’s outstanding homily. 

5. Added plants to and maintained rain gardens. 

6. Continued to explore new opportunities for St. Ann’s. 

The Green Group continues to welcome your ideas for 

projects, as well as your participation. 

 

OUTREACH PROGRAM REPORTS 

Outreach Committee      by Randy Wakitsch  

The Outreach Committee was formed in early Summer, 

2009.   A donation had been given with Outreach in mind.  So 

our committee began a discernment process, which included a 

survey of the parishioners.   

The decision was made and approved by the Vestry that St. 

Ann’s will plant a Vegetable Garden (a high-yield, low-
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maintenance, one-crop garden with potatoes, onions, and/or 

carrots) on the church property.  The work will be done by 

parishioners and other interested community members.  The 

fruits of our labor would be donated to the local Woodstock 

Food Pantry.  Bruce Armstrong is leading the effort which will 

begin in earnest in Spring, 2010, though the garden site has 

already been established and fertilized.  

Because there were so many good ideas raised during the 

discernment process, the Outreach Committee also decided to 

print a directory for parishioners to use as they discern their 

own involvement in outreach at St. Ann’s, in Woodstock, and in 

the greater community.  The directory will be available 

throughout the year.   

Contact Outreach Committee members with your questions 

and ideas:  Patrice Braun, Bill Clow, Terry Finlayson, Dinah 

Hoppe, Lisa Kelly, Mary Keyse, Randy Wakitsch (chair), Mike 

White, and Nancy Wright.  
 

Apple Tree Project Ministry    

The Apple Tree program involves the collection of funds and 

purchase of school supplies that are then donated to Woodstock 

CUSD 200 in August each year. 

Special thanks to the congregation for coming through in 

such an important way each year, and to Patricia Lechtanski 

and Becky Blaho for all their hard work!!  We look forward to 

another strong summer campaign, as the district certainly will 

have additional elementary school student needs. 
 

Reverse Collection Ministry 

The 2nd Sunday of each month, slips of paper are 

distributed as shopping list suggestions for the local food 

pantry. Parish members are encouraged to purchase items for 

donation and bring them to church. The collected items are 

then delivered to the food pantry on a regular basis. Janet 

Knuth and other volunteers deliver the groceries to the 

Woodstock Food Pantry and record our donations with food 

pantry staff.   

The Woodstock Food Pantry is located at 206 Washington, 

815-337-0375, and they are open M-W-F from 9-3.  

Angel Tree                     by Joan Purdy  

Thank you St. Ann's parishioners. We brought Christmas joy 

to 8 children and 2 mothers in Woodstock. We adopted 2 

families in school district 200. Our parish hall Christmas tree 

was abundant with clothing items, toys and food certificates. 
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I know we will want to continue this outreach project. I 

would like to see us adopt even more families this next 

Christmas. St Ann's has been doing the angel tree for quite a 

few years, and this outreach project expresses how much love 

we have to share with those who are less fortunate than we 

are. 

Woodstock Area Community Ministry (WACM)    

                                                                          Dinah Hoppe  

Remember, when someone asks you if St. Ann’s provides 

assistance to individuals and families in need, the answer is 

“Yes, we do provide direct assistance – and, we do it in 

collaboration with other Woodstock churches, through WACM.”  

The WACM Direct Assistance Program office is located in the 

Unitarian Church, 221 Dean St.  The office is open Monday and 

Thursday, from 10-12.  Phone: 815-338-0939. 

Last year was another very busy year for WACM. Due to the 

economy, the need for assistance reached an all time high.  

$81,560 was issued in the form of vouchers for the 2158 cases 

through the Direct Assistance Program (DAP).  This averages 

$37 per case.  These vouchers covered emergency needs for:  

rent, utilities, gasoline, food, clothing, repairs, medicine, 

transportation, auto licenses and miscellaneous needs.  

We’re pleased to report that St. Ann’s participated in all the 

causes and events:  the Festival of Musid, Share the Warmth 

Coat Drive, and the Woodstock Hunger Walk.  Twice we 

provided lunch at the Drop-in-Shelter at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church.  In August we also provided lunch for the PADS 

Transitional Home.  We made a donation with monies from our 

Lobster Fest.   

Many, many thanks to all of you who volunteered and 

contributed to the success of these events and causes.  Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated – especially by those who are 

helped.  

the next fundraiser if the Festival of Music.  As of now, no 

date has been set.  February 25th will be our last time to 

provide the lunch at the Drop-in-Shelter.  A special thank you 

to all who have helped with this most important ministry.   

In 2010 St. Ann’s will continue to be an active participant 

and support the various WACM fundraisers and causes.  

Perhaps, someone would be interested to volunteer at the 

Wednesday night PADs sites, or on Monday and Thursday 

mornings volunteer a few hours with DAP.  With your continued 

generosity WACM will be able to help those in need.  
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In closing, we would like to especially thank Jackie 

Smithson for her many years of dedication as St. Ann’s co-rep 

to WACM.  We welcome Patrice Braun as our new WACM 

representative.  
 

   
FUNDRAISING AT ST. ANN’S 

I will be the first to admit that it seems like we have a 

steady stream of fundraising events and activities at St. Ann’s.  

It seems that way, because it IS that way . . . all year long, 

every year. 

There is no reason to apologize for our fundraising efforts – 

because all of our fundraising efforts support our mission and 

ministry.  Fund raising is the necessary effort that moves the 

resources that God has provided for ministry from my pocket, 

from your pocket, and from many other pockets -- into God’s 

mission and ministry throughout our community and the world. 

                                              Rev. Conley  

2009 Fundraising by Sharon Porter  

This year our big Fun(d)raisers were the classic “tried and 

true” events.  As always, anyone with a fun(d)raising idea is 

encouraged to submit that idea to the Vestry.  We raised a total 

of $16,443      through our Fun(d)raising efforts. 

St. Ann’s Annual Lobster Fest   $7,768 

Summer Weight Loss Fun(d)raiser $4,200 

May Plant Sale    $   850 

August Yard Sale    $1,125 

November Wine Tasting Event  $1,850 

Cans for St. Ann’s   $   235 

Golf Thank Offering   $   415 

 

St  Annôs Annual Lobster Fest                     by Tina Hill  

The 25th Annual Lobster Fest was a great success this year 

in spite of the great economic recession.  The parish really 

steps up as a body to sell the tickets and have a great time on 

the day of the event.  I want to thank my committee, especially 

co-chair Holly Emrich, Bruce and Natalie Armstrong, Alan Hill, 

Randy Wakitsch, and all the hard workers on the day of the 

event.   It really is a parish-wide effort, so everybody get your 

thinking caps on for any improvements for this Fall's fest! 

The grand total this year was 800 New England crawly 

crustaceans. The feedback has been they were the best ever 
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because of the larger size. Much enjoyment and great eating 

was had by everyone who stayed for the crustacean dinner.   

Thank you to Joan Purdy, Nancy Phillips, and Dinah Hoppe 

for organizing that.  Every seat was filled in the parish hall that 

evening as workers, friends and some first-time-festers sat 

down to eat their lobsters with all the trimmings. The amount 

raised was $7,767. 

Summer Weight Loss Fun(d)raiser    by Sharon Porter  

Thanks to our team leader Pat McCullough and the 19 team 

members who lost a total of 159 pounds, beating last year’s 

weight loss total by 6 pounds! 

May Plant Sale     by Sharon Porter  

Again this year, our thanks to Howard McCarthy and his 

team for organizing this popular fun(d)raiser.  And a special 

thanks to Dave Chase for the beautiful daylilies which star in 

this event. 

August Yard Sale    by Sharon Porter  

The very successful Yard Sale was held the weekend of 

August 14th.  Joanne Gitlin and her team spend many hours 

organizing and preparing for the sale and we thank them for all 

the hard work.  We had so many items donated for sale that we 

needed a special storage pod to hold them all!  

November Wine Tasting Event  by Sharon Porter  

This festive event was held November 13th at Pirro’s on the 

square in Woodstock.  There were great wines to taste, gift 

basket raffles and a buffet dinner.  Thanks so much to Joanell 

Powers and her team for a great evening. 

Cans for St. Annôs   by Sharon Porter  

This ongoing fun(d)raiser is low cost and pure profit.  

Thanks to Howard McCarthy for all his efforts and to all who 

donate! 

Golf Thanks     by Sharon Porter  

Directed at the golfers in the congregation, a small thank 

offering was requested for each round played.  Thanks to Jack 

Porter for his artistic ability with green duct tape and our small, 

but dedicated group of golfers. 
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BOOK GROUP ANNUAL REPORT 

2009 Review                                                                                 by Mike White 

Our  Book Group exists to explore new areas, enrich our 

experience and understanding of our world, enjoy the delights 

of the written word, and gain the benefit of sharing ideas and 

opinions on each book we read.   As you can see, a wide range 

of books were read in 2009 including: 

 
- The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, by Mary 

Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.  

- The White Tiger, by Aravind Adiga. 

- Religious Literacy.  What Every American Needs to Know 

and Doesn’t, by Stephen Prothero. 

- Run, by Ann Patchett. 

- The Shack, by William Paul Young 

- The Scalpel and the Soul, by Dr. Allan Hamilton. 

- Dangerous Games, by Margaret McMillan 

- The Lost Symbol, by Dan Brown. 

- Sarah’s Key, by Tatiana de Rosnay. 

- Unlikely Allies, by Joel Richard Paul. 

- An Altar in the World, by Barbara Brown Taylor. 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT  
 

Stewardship            Holly Williams  

Holly Williams, Mike White and Rev. Conley served as our 

Stewardship Committee for 2009.  Charged with the task of 

launching the annual Stewardship Pledge Campaign during a 

time in which the global economy is officially “distressed,” the 

committee was uncertain as to what might result.   

The committee suggested a modest increase in existing 

pledges for 2010.  As might be expected, some pledges went 

up and some went down.  A few pledges were not renewed due 

to loss of employment or moving.  Three new pledges were 

received.   

To date, the total amount pledged for 2010 is $134,057 – 

which is 9.7% lower  than 2009.  We are grateful to everyone 

for your thoughtful, prayerful, faithful support of God’s work at 

St. Ann’s. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 2009 

2009 in Review               By Becky Stretch  

The Finance Committee met monthly to review and monitor 

monthly income and expenses.  The primary goals of the 

Finance Committee this year were to prepare an Audit of the 

church finances as required by Episcopal Diocese of Chicago, to 

review church policies and procedures related to finances, and 

to make full use of the ACS Technologies software for financial 

record-keeping. 
 

Achievements this year: 

1.  Completed Annual Audit for 2008.   

A Committee consisting of Ben Phillips and Nancy Wright 

served as an Audit Committee in accordance with policies of the 

Episcopal Diocese.  They reviewed all of the church polices and 

procedures related to Accounting Systems; Financial Reports; 

Documents; Cash Checks & Disbursements; Investments; 

Property and Equipment; and Insurance.  The Committee found 

no problem areas. 
 

2.  New Procedures 

¶ Changed checking account titles and allocated money to 

separate operating accounts and restricted funds. 

¶ Created a committee to maintain records for the 

Columbarium 

¶ Identify process for confidential review of Rector’s Disc Fun 

¶ Re-financed mortgage on the church property 

¶ Streamlined counting process. 
 

3.  New Policies  The Vestry approved several polices 

recommended by the Finance Committee: 

¶ A policy on Vestry approval of restricted funds in accordance 

with church policies; a new investment policy; and a policy 

requiring that checks be approved and signed by different 

people. 
 

4.  Large expenditures:  New printer & 2 New furnaces 
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2010 BUDGET PRESENTATION 

2010 Budget     By Sharon Porter (Standing in for Mike White)  

Please, submit any Budget-related questions in writing to the 
Treasurer for research and response.  Thanks. 
 
 
 
 

ST. ANN'S OPERATING BUDGET 2010 
(Vestry Approved 1/13/10) 

   

  

2010 
Budget 

2009 
Actual 

2008 
Actual 

Income 
    

 
Pledge Receipts $137,000 $141,941 $122,333 

 
Non-pledged Receipts $20,000 $24,631 $35,216 

 
Offerings $7,750 $8,895 $6,819 

 
Flower Receipts $2,000 $1,013 $3,030 

 
All Other Contributions $1,400 $2,253 $7,231 

 
     Total Contributions $168,150 $178,733 $174,629 

     

 
Fundraisers $21,600 $27,339 $39,970 

 
Facilities Use $500 $75 $650 

 
Miscellaneous $1,000 $5,233 $322 

 
Investment Income  $1,040 $1,420 $446 

 
     Total All Other Income $24,140 $34,067 $41,338 

     

 
  Total Income $192,290 $212,800 $215,966 

Expenses 
 

2010 
Budget 

2009 
Actual 

2008 
Actual 

 
Salary & Benefits $117,739 $117,160 $129,669 

 
Ministry $11,900 $16,138 $17,221 

 

Administrative & 
Bldg/Grounds $68,950 $80,250 68,746 

 
     Total Expenses $198,589 $213,547 $215,636 

     
TRANSFERS 

And/Or Amt Brought Fwd 
12/31 $6,300 

  

  
$1 -$747 $331 
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REMEMBERING  2009 
 

Baptisms 

Isaac Fleming 
 

Weddings 

Jerry & Anna Kraemer 

David & Janice Stretch 
 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

Val Gitlin 

Mary Johnson 

Rustin Cawthon 

Herbert Strom 

Lynn Carlson 
 

Confirmations – With Bishop Lee 11/15 

Angela Fleming 

Steve Fleming 

Bojanna Kraemer 
 

Receptions – With Bishop Lee 11/15 

Lenore Beyer-Clow 

Terree Emrich 

Joy Francione 

Nadine Francione 

Holly Williams 

Alice Inouye 

 

Duane Lahti 

Margaret Palmer 

Selena Payton 

Nancy Redden 

Patricia Rosebaum 

 

 

Reaffirmations – With Bishop Lee 11/15 

Howard McCarthy 

Sandra McCarthy 

Joanell Powers 

Laura Porth 
 

 

Average Sunday Attendance 

2009:  63 

2008:  65 

2007:  57 

2006:  62 
 

 

The mission of St Annôs Episcopal Church is to embrace Godôs 

love and help one another live out Christôs message.   

We are a welcoming community 

 guided by scripture, tradition and reason. 


