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Fi��� Uni�ed Me�hodi�� Chu�ch wa� founded a� a Me�hodi�� Epi�copal Chu�ch, Sou�h, in 1��5, in G�ove, 
Indian Te��i�o�y. Rev. O�lando Shay wa� appoin�ed a� �he fi��� pa��o� and a building p�og�am wa� begun 
in 1��� on Main S��ee� in down�own G�ove Sp�ing�.

The membe�� wen� �o �he wood�, cu� down log� which we�e �aken �o �he �aw mill and cu� in�o 
dimen�ional lumbe� fo� �he chu�ch. Labo� and con���uc�ion of �he whi�e f�ame building, fo� �he mo�� pa��, 
we�e dona�ed by �he membe�� of �he chu�ch. The building faced ea�� and had a 6' x �' en��ance hall in 
f�on�. A �all ��eeple and bell �owe� we�e p�ominen� fea�u�e�.

The chu�ch �o���um wa� a� �he we��, wi�h �wo �ow� of �ea�� fo� �he choi�. La�e� i� wa� enla�ged, ha�dwood 
floo�� laid, and ca�pe�ing in��alled. The�e we�e �wo po�-bellied ��ove� fo� hea�ing--one on each �ide. The 
chu�ch �ea�ed a�ound 150 people and wa� u�ed fo� �he �own'� communi�y cen�e� fo� yea��, un�il �he �ed 
b�ick �chool building wa� e�ec�ed.

Seve�al yea�� la�e�, ano�he� building abou� 20' x 40' wa� buil� on �he no��h edge of �he chu�ch lo� and wa� 
known a� "The Annex." The Annex had a big po�-bellied ��ove in �he cen�e�, wi�h no flue. Un�il elec��ici�y 
came �o G�ove, colo�ed pull-down lamp� we�e u�ed fo� ligh�ing. Neve��hele��, wi�h ju�� a coal-oil ��ove, 
huge pa��ie� we�e held in �he Annex. The Annex became �he �ocial cen�e� of �he communi�y, including 
�he holding of elec�ion�.

The old chu�ch wa� �ome 50 yea�� old when �he membe�� fel� a defini�e need fo� a new building. The 
building commi��ee included D�. C. F. Walke�, Al Pe��ine, H. E. Wo�ley, S�., Denni� Beauchamp, Ha�ley 
G�aham and Al Wan�el. H. H. Neiman of Mu�kogee wa� �he a�chi�ec� and Paul Egge�� �he con��ac�o�. 
The old building wa� demoli�hed and wo�k on �he new one begun on Sep�embe� 10, 1�4�. The ca�h fund 
wa� app�oxima�ely $2,000, �o people we�e a�ked �o give window�, b�ick�, bundle� of �hingle�, ha�dwood 
floo�ing, e�c. Wi�hin a yea� �he new building wa� occupied. The o�gan wa� dona�ed by �he Dick Selle��' 
family, �he al�a� given by M��. Hou��on, and �he al�a� wa�e by �ela�ive� of Su�an Ca��. The indeb�edne�� 
of $75,000, wi�h fai�h and effo��, wa� paid off by Novembe�, 1�57. On Novembe� 24�h of �ha� yea�, D�. 
Robe�� Smi�h, Di���ic� Supe�in�enden�, dedica�ed �he new building �o �he Glo�y of God and �he Se�vice of 
Men. In 1�5�, �he Fellow�hip Sunday School Cla�� ca�pe�ed �he �anc�ua�y. In 1�5�, �he building wa� ai� 
condi�ioned.

By �he la�e 1�70'� �he chu�ch family again faced a deci�ion �o expand o� �eloca�e. Choo�ing �he la�e�, 
�hey �old �he b�ick ���uc�u�e on Main S��ee� and e�ec�ed a new ���uc�u�e which even�ually came �o be 
known a� "The Chu�ch on �he Hill." Comple�ed and con�ec�a�ed Novembe� 13, 1��2, �he membe��hip 
con�inued �o g�ow and wi�hin �he nex� �en yea�� �wo new wing� we�e added �o accommoda�e �he need� 
fo� addi�ional cla���oom�.

A� �hi� �ime, ove� 100 yea�� f�om i�� beginning, �he Lo�d con�inue� �o ble�� ou� Fi��� Uni�ed Me�hodi�� 
Chu�ch in G�ove wi�h a ���ong and en�hu�ia��ic vi�ion fo� �he fu�u�e.

In 1��4, a new pa��onage wa� buil� on an addi�ional 5 ac�e� of land added �o =and adjoining> �he we�� 
�ide of �he o�iginal five ac�e�.  Con���uc�ion began in 2004 on �he We�� Wing, adding 12,000 �qua�e fee� 
of �pace �o �he exi��ing 25,000. Thi� new �pace included a mul�i-pu�po�e la�ge �oom =high �chool 
�egula�ion ba�ke�ball cou��, and volleyball>, a ��age wi�h d�e��ing �oom�, la�ge ��o�age clo�e��, a la�ge
comme�cial ki�chen, new you�h �oom, �e���oom� wi�h �howe��, a laund�y �oom, and a new lobby.  
Su��ounding �he We�� Wing wa� a new pa�king lo� and memo�ial ga�den� fo� land�caping. The building 
wa� opened fo� u�e wi�h a new wo��hip �e�vice in We�� Wing on Ea��e�, 2005. In la�e 2006, an addi�ional 
23 ac�e� of land wa� pu�cha�ed adjoining �he chu�ch p�ope��y �o �he no��h, expanding �he �o�al campu� �o 
app�oxima�ely 30 ac�e�.  


