
Controversial Issues—Positions of the UMC and of Senior Pastor Randall R. Hamill

The following pages address seven con�roversial iss�es covered d�ring o�r sermon series in early 2007: 
“Confron�ing �he Con�roversies,” a series based on Adam Hamil�on’s book by �he same �i�le.

“Separation of Church & State”
(par� 1 of sermon series: Confron�ing �he Con�roversies—01-15-07)

UMC Position 
"We believe �ha� �he s�a�e sho�ld no� a��emp� �o con�rol �he ch�rch, nor sho�ld �he ch�rch seek �o domina�e �he s�a�e. 'Separa�ion of ch�rch and 
s�a�e' means no organic �nion of �he �wo, b�� i� does permi� in�erac�ion. The ch�rch sho�ld con�in�ally exer� a s�rong e�hical infl�ence �pon �he 
s�a�e, s�ppor�ing policies and programs deemed �o be j�s� and opposing policies and programs �ha� are �nj�s�" (Social Principles, ¶ 164B).    

Conclusions
a. Role of the State

  -no� �o �ake �he role of �he ch�rch
          -i� occ�rred w/ Cons�an�ine (3rd cen�.), i� happened in England, i� was beginning �o happen in Colonial S�a�es)
          -we are �o be an experimen�
  -promo�e �he p�blic good, incl�ding free religio�s expression, eq�al access, and eq�al infl�ence in priva�e and p�blic realms
   -s�a�e recognizes God-given righ�s and g�aran�ees non-in�erference wi�h religio�s prac�ices
  -remains open �o infl�ence by all religio�s gro�ps

  -hallmark of ch�rch-s�a�e rela�ionship is freedom, liber�y and ne��rali�y
          -if a ‘wall’ i� is m�s� be riddled wi�h holes
b. Role of the Church

   -shape �he c�l��re (we� cemen�) w/ val�es, e�hics, hopes, vision
   -be �he conscience of �he na�ion, �hinking �hro�gh moral iss�es
   -prod�ce capable leaders  (voca�ion)
   -pray for o�r leaders
   -no� co�n� on �he s�a�e �o do �he work of �he ch�rch
   -res�rain� re: o�her fai�hs
   -know �ha� pl�ralism is wri��en in�o �he scrip� of his�ory  --Fa�her Jn. M�rray  

c. My role is ___________
-�ha� my fai�h be more �han a cliché on a b�mper s�icker
-�ha� we realize �ha� demanding space in �he p�blic space opens space �o �hose of o�her religions
-�ha� we m�s� be willing �o compe�e  
-�ha� �he wi�ness of a life lived for Chris� will co�n� for more �han all �he symbols on a h�ndred co�r�ho�se lawns
-if we s�cceed in p�blic praying, b�� lose in priva�e living—we have s�ill los�
-if we win �he symbols on �he p�blic wall, and lose o�r children in �he home space—we have s�ill los�
-sal� and ligh� are more �han symbolism, �hey are agen�s dissipa�ed in�o �he a�mosphere �ha� make a difference for every�hing �hey 
  �o�ch--�hey are diff�sed, mel�ed, fragmen�ed, �sed �p, shown for�h, given away, made anonymo�s—in order �o leave a las�ing mark 
  of difference �hro�gh all �he world

“P�blic sen�imen� is every �hing.  Wi�ho�� i�, no�hing can fail; agains� i�, no�hing can s�cceed.  Whoever mo�lds p�blic sen�imen�, goes deeper 
�han he who enac�s s�a���es, or prono�nces j�dicial decision.  He makes possible �he enforcemen� of �hese, else impossible.”   -Lincoln

‘America is a s�a�e wi�h �he so�l of a ch�rch.’  –Ches�erson
‘Wi�ho�� �he allegiance of �he majori�y �o �ha� cons�i���ional order, s�ch pro�ec�ions are only parchmen� barriers �o �yranny.  –J. Madison

“Creation & Evolution In the Public Schools”
(par� 2 of series: Confron�ing �he Con�roversies—01-22-06)

UMC Position
“We recognize science as a legi�ima�e in�erpre�a�ion of God’s na��ral world. We affirm �he validi�y of �he claims of science in describing �he 
na��ral world, al�ho�gh we precl�de science from making a��hori�a�ive claims abo�� �heological iss�es. We recognize �echnology as a legi�ima�e 
�se of God’s na��ral world when s�ch �se enhances h�man life and enables all of God’s children �o develop �heir God-given crea�ive po�en�ial 
wi�ho�� viola�ing o�r e�hical convic�ions abo�� �he rela�ionship of h�mani�y �o �he na��ral world.
     In acknowledging �he impor�an� roles of science and �echnology, however, we also believe �ha� �heological �nders�andings of h�man 
experience are cr�cial �o a f�ll �nders�anding of �he place of h�mani�y in �he �niverse. Science and �heology are complemen�ary ra�her �han 
m���ally incompa�ible. We �herefore enco�rage dialog�e be�ween �he scien�ific and �heological comm�ni�ies and seek �he kind of par�icipa�ion 
�ha� will enable h�mani�y �o s�s�ain life on ear�h and, by God’s grace, increase �he q�ali�y of o�r common lives �oge�her.”
From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2004. Copyri��t 2004 by T�e UMC     ced by ignorance or 
defensiveness on ANY side.
a. Winning �he arg�men� is no� impor�an� in �he long �erm.
b. Two main q�es�ions are paramo�n�:  Wha� do we know wi�h cer�ain�y?  How shall we �hen live? 
c. To answer �he firs�, we need bo�h science and fai�h
          -science is responsible �o �ell �s wha�, when, where, and some�imes how
          -fai�h is responsible �o �ell �s who, why and for wha� p�rpose
          -ea. sho�ld s�ay w/in �heir disciplinary bo�nds
f.  There is M�ch A� S�ake
         -exchanging biblical fai�h wi�h idola�ry
         -h�mani�y losing a sense of being wan�ed, p�rposeless, an acciden� of na��re
          living in fear of one ano�her, a� enmi�y wi�h one ano�her, ignoran� of one ano�her



Responsible q�es�ions for a Chris�ian of science

If ei�her side wins �he ba��le, h�mani�y loses �he war
I thank God for scientific discovery, 
       -for wha� i� has given �o h�mani�y in �he way of progress, 
      -I pray �ha� as more is �o be learned �o make o�r h�man jo�rney more fr�i�f�l, I’m co�n�ing on �he scien�ific comm�ni�y �o enligh�en me.

I thank God for my faith,
-which helps me know �ha� I am no� alone in �he �niverse
      -if no Crea�or, �here’s no crea�ion
      -If no Crea�or, �here are no �nalienable righ�s . . . no 1s� Amendmen�
      -if no Crea�or, no acco�n�abili�y yes . . . b�� yo� are also all on yo�r own

     -I am more �han an acciden� of na��re processes,
     -I have a p�rpose for being, I have a mission for my life, I have a responsibili�y �o my neighbor,
         -yo� were planned for God’s pleas�re, formed for God’s family, crea�ed �o become like Chris�, shaped for serving God, made for mission

     -�ha� when I sin, forgiveness is possible
     -when I see dea�h, �here is �he hope of res�rrec�ion
          -when I see life c�� shor�, I can know �ha� wha� I see is no� �he end. 
     -I learn �ha� i� is no� �he fi��es�, �he s�ronges�, �he brigh�es�, alone who are �o s�rvive in �he Kingdom which is Chris�’s 
     -ra�her, �he leas�, �he las� and �he los� are all of eq�al val�e and �he objec� of God’s �ncondi�ional love … beca�se �hey bear in �hem �he very     
     -image of �heir Crea�or.  
     -I learn �ha� life is no chance occ�rrence, b�� a very in�en�ional and precio�s gif�.  

And because I know this,
     -I live differen�ly, I �hink differen�ly, I ac� differen�ly.  Yea, I am differen�. 

-I need no� fear any amo�n� of learning or discovery from �he na��ral world.  
-Learning sho�ld be no �hrea� �o �he Chris�ian.  We believe �ha� Tr��h is wha� se�s �s free

-Learning wha� is �r�e only helps me see be��er �he fingerprin� of �he One who loves me
        -helps me apprecia�e more and more �he awesome complexi�y and diversi�y of his crea�ive hand
        -and �ha� his ways are higher �han my was, �ha� his �ho�gh�s are higher �han my �ho�gh�s, and �ha� he is j�s� “�oo wonderf�l for me” 
        -b�� I can adore Him, worship Him, bear wi�ness �o him by living my life as a reflec�ion of his love, in harmony wi�h my neighbor,                                                                    
           -in caring concern or all his �niverse
           -and in hopef�lness of life e�ernal �ho�gh Him who loves �s.  I can �r�ly say, “�hanks be �o God!” 

Closing Prayer
Ps. 13��6   6 This is �oo m�ch, �oo wonderf�l - I can'� �ake i� all in! 13 Oh yes, yo� shaped me firs� inside, �hen o��; yo� formed me in my 
mo�her's womb. 14 I �hank yo�, High God - yo�'re brea�h�aking! Body and so�l, I am marvelo�sly made! I worship in adora�ion - wha� a crea�ion! 
15 Yo� know me inside and o��, yo� know every bone in my body; Yo� know exac�ly how I was made, bi� by bi�, how I was sc�lp�ed from 
no�hing in�o some�hing. 16 Like an open book, yo� wa�ched me grow from concep�ion �o bir�h; all �he s�ages of my life were spread o�� before 
yo�, The days of my life all prepared before I'd even lived one day. 17 Yo�r �ho�gh�s - how rare, how bea��if�l! God, I'll never comprehend �hem!

“The Death Penalty”
(par� 3 of series: Confron�ing �he Con�roversies –01-29-06)

UMC Position
“The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch is deeply concerned abo�� crime �hro�gho�� �he world and �he val�e of any life �aken by a m�rder or homicide. 
We believe all h�man life is sacred and crea�ed by God and �herefore, we m�s� see all h�man life as significan� and val�able. When 
governmen�s implemen� �he dea�h penal�y (capi�al p�nishmen�), �hen �he life of �he convic�ed person is deval�ed and all possibili�y of change in 
�ha� person's life ends. We believe in �he res�rrec�ion of Jes�s Chris� and �ha� �he possibili�y of reconcilia�ion wi�h Chris� comes �hro�gh 
repen�ance. This gif� of reconcilia�ion is offered �o all individ�als wi�ho�� excep�ion and gives all life new digni�y and sacredness. For �his reason, 
we oppose �he dea�h penal�y (capi�al p�nishmen�) and �rge i�s elimina�ion from all criminal codes.”   From The Book of Discipline of The Uni�ed 
Me�hodis� Ch�rch - 2004. Copyri��t 2004 by T�e United  Met�odist Publis�in� House. Used by permission.
    
“When ano�her life is �aken �hro�gh capi�al p�nishmen�, �he life of �he vic�im is f�r�her deval�ed. Moreover, �he ch�rch is convinced �ha� �he �se 
of �he dea�h penal�y wo�ld res�l� in nei�her a ne� red�c�ion of crime in general nor a lessening of �he par�ic�lar kinds of crime agains� which i� 
was direc�ed. The dea�h penal�y also falls �nfairly and �neq�ally �pon an o��cas� minori�y. Recen� me�hods for selec�ing �he few persons 
sen�enced �o die from among �he larger n�mber who are convic�ed of comparable offenses have no� c�red �he arbi�rariness and discrimina�ion 
�ha� have his�orically marked �he adminis�ra�ion of capi�al p�nishmen� in �his co�n�ry. We will con�in�e �o advoca�e for �he final elimina�ion of �his 
ac� of barbarism, which has no room in a civilized socie�y, nor in a co�n�ry �ha� prides so m�ch on i�s Chris�ian heri�age.  Social Principles, Par. 
64a

CJAMM (Criminal Justice And Mercy Ministries)—OK UMC Prison Minis�ry, Dir. Rev. Dr. S�an Basler
(minis�ry of CJAMM incl�des New Day Camp, Exod�s Ho�se, Redemp�ion Ch�rch, J. Wesley Char�er School, Kyros, e�c)

Dr. Basler  (�he following are commen�s received �his week for �se wi�h �his sermon) 
-�he UM Social Principles have held �he an�i-DP posi�ion for over 50 years
-a person is no� �r�ly “pro-life” if �hey are an�i-abor�ion and pro-dea�h penal�y. 
-�he �o�ghes� challenge I had �o my own an�i-dea�h penal�y posi�ion was when I did s�ree� chaplaincy immedia�ely following �he 
  M�rrah B�ilding bombing in 1995. As I s�ared a� �he b�ilding and remember �he morg�e n�rse �alking abo�� headless babies, I 
  wondered abo�� my views. Then i� came �o me �ha� wha� I was wa�ching was ca�sed by �he reali�y �ha� violence (Waco) had bego�
  violence and �he cycle wo�ld never end �n�il someone s�opped i� and passed on �he violence. Secondly, I asked myself wha� I 



  envisioned �he Kingdom of God migh� look like? Did i� look like a place where �hose in a��hori�y killed o�hers, for any reason? My 
  answer was “No.” 
-finally, for �hose of �s who are Res�ora�ive J�s�ice advoca�es, �he dea�h penal�y is only �he crown jewel in a sys�em �ha� has  
  ordained “p�nishmen�” as j�s�ice. Is God’s j�s�ice only abo�� p�nishmen�? Is �ha� a Chris�ian �nders�anding of God?
-Jes�s, Emman�el, God wi�h �s, was born in a manger in a s�able. Isn’� �he cr�cifixion, �he a�onemen�, �he las� blood shed �o clean 
  �p �he land? 

Adam Hamilton’s Observations
  -�his iss�e is no� addressed direc�ly in �he New Tes�amen�
  -according �o �he Law (Torah), all of �s deserve �o die, bar none
  -mos� early Chris�ian leaders were legally exec��ed by �he s�a�e: 10 apos�les, John �he Bap�is�, S�ephen, Jes�s, S�. Pa�l

Personal Observations
a- Truly, humanity desperately needs redemption!  Af�er several days immersed in �his s�bjec�, having learned more, seen 
     more, fel� more �han I wan�ed, I am sobered a� �he dark side of o�r h�man capaci�y. 
    
b- The DP seems to evoke the worst dimensions of our human nature (o�r lesser angels) in �he mode of re�rib��ion, 
     vengeance, prej�dice or ha�red.  Many hands become �ain�ed wi�h blood from lives c�� shor� by �he choices of o�hers.

c- All are sinners deserving death. H�man g�il� is only a ma��er of degrees. When �he sin of o�r neighbor looks compara�ively    
    worse �han o�r own, we have ye� �o come �o �erms wi�h �he depravi�y of o�r own sinf�lness, hopelessness wi�ho�� God’s amazing 
    grace.                                                                                                                                                                    -D. Bonhoeffer
d- The DP blurs the Christian message of grace, so�nding a �r�mpe� wi�h an �nclear signal.

e- The DP is a short term solution with long term consequence, for �he exec��ed, AND for �he exec��ioners. 
     Taking a life affec�s all life—for one dies, and some�hing wi�hin �he life-�aker dies as well

f- The DP is something other than war, self defense, defense of others, or property.  I� is some�hing o�her �han res�i���ion �o 
    �he wronged, paying a deb� �o socie�y, or necessary for �he removal of an offender from �he p�blic domain.  I� is a willf�l, elec�ive,    
    premedi�a�ed, calc�la�ed ac� of socie�y �o end �he life of someone, j�s� beca�se . . .. 
   
g-  The DP appears not to serve a clear, positive purpose for �heir vic�im, �he vic�im’s family, �o socie�y a� large, and cer�ainly no� 
      for �he exec��ed. 

h-  If I risk error, I must err on the side of life in every case—beginning of life, and ending of live.  All else is �oo grea� a risk.

i-  I can no longer reconcile DP with my theology of grace, wi�h my �nders�anding of God’s �ncondi�ional love, or wi�h my own 
    experience of receiving God’s �ender mercy, God’s �nending love, God’s �ender forgiveness, and relen�less ac�s of reconcilia�ion 
    �oward me.  I canno� reconcile or j�s�ify willf�lly ending �he life of ano�her for no j�s�ifiable reason, for no concl�sive p�blic good, 
    o�her �han �o sa�isfy a sense of j�s�ice �ha� I cer�ainly hope is no� leveled agains� me, or for vengeance in which I do no� believe, 
    or for a brazen desire for blood, which is abhorren� and ana�hema �o �he God of crea�ive life and love.  May God have mercy on 
    all o�r so�ls.

“Once �here was a holy place, Evidence of God's embrace, And I can almos� see mercy's face, Pressed agains� �he veil         
  Looking down wi�h longing eyes, Mercy m�s� have realized, Tha� once His blood was sacrificed, Freedom wo�ld prevail.                
  And as �he sky grew dark, And �he ear�h began �o shake, Wi�h j�s�ice no longer in �he way, 
  Mercy came r�nning Like a prisoner se� free, Pas� all my fail�res �o �he poin� of my need, 
  When �he sin �ha� I carried Was all I co�ld see. And when I co�ld no� reach mercy, Mercy came r�nning �o me”                                  
                                                                                                                -“Mercy Came R�nning,”   by Phillips, Craig and Dean 

“Jes�s said, be kind �o one ano�her, �ender hear�ed , forgiving, even as God in Chris� Jes�s has forgiven yo�.”

Being a non-believer in the DP does not necessarily mean being soft on crime, nor does i� mean �ha� receiving God’s mercy  
�ransla�es �o no acco�n�abili�y.  I� does no�.  
  -Forgiveness by God does no� incl�de being exc�sed by socie�y, of responsibili�y for one’s ac�ions.    
  -And �ha�’s wha� Res�ora�ive J�s�ice is all abo��—an effor� �o ‘righ�’ some of �he wrong �ha� was done in crime; 
      -i� is abo�� doing res�i���ion �o �hose who have been harmed; 
      -i� is abo�� giving back �o �he c�l��re some�hing for wha� yo� have �aken
      -i� is abo�� redeeming �he offender �o a be��er and more prod�c�ive life  
      -none of �his can begin �o happen if �he offender is dead
Broken sys�em: Dep�. of Correc�ions has become �he Den of Iniq�i�y
     -o�r c�l��ral philosophy is “yo� do �he crime, yo� do �he �ime,”—i� is p�nishmen�, no� res�ora�ion

”Euthanasia”
(part 4 of series� “Confrontin� t�e Controversies”—02-05-07)

UMC Position
“While we appla�d medical science for effor�s �o preven� disease and illness and for advances in �rea�men� �ha� ex�end �he meaningf�l life of 
h�man beings, we recognize �ha� every mor�al life will �l�ima�ely end in dea�h. Dea�h is never a sign �ha� God has abandoned �s, no ma��er wha� 
�he circ�ms�ances of �he dea�h migh� be. As Chris�ians we m�s� always be prepared �o s�rrender �he gif� of mor�al life and claim �he gif� of 
e�ernal life �hro�gh �he dea�h and res�rrec�ion of Jes�s Chris�. Care for dying persons is par� of o�r s�ewardship of �he divine gif� of life when 
c�re is no longer possible. We enco�rage �he �se of medical �echnologies �o provide pallia�ive care a� �he end of life when life-s�s�aining 
�rea�men�s no longer s�ppor� �he goals of life, and when �hey have reached �heir limi�s. There is no moral or religio�s obliga�ion �o �se �hese 
when �hey impose �nd�e b�rdens or only ex�end �he process of dying. Dying persons and �heir families are free �o discon�in�e �rea�men�s when 



�hey cease �o be of benefi� �o �he pa�ien�.  We recognize �he agonizing personal and moral decisions faced by �he dying, �heir physicians, �heir 
families, �heir friends and �heir fai�h comm�ni�y. We �rge �ha� decisions faced by �he dying be made wi�h �ho�gh�f�l and prayerf�l considera�ion 
by �he par�ies involved, wi�h medical, pas�oral, and o�her appropria�e co�nsel. We f�r�her �rge �ha� all persons disc�ss wi�h �heir families, �heir 
physicians and �heir pas�oral co�nselors, �heir wishes for care a� �he end of life and provide advance direc�ives for s�ch care when �hey are no� 
able �o make �hese decisions for �hemselves. Even when one accep�s �he inevi�abili�y of dea�h, �he ch�rch and socie�y m�s� con�in�e �o provide 
fai�hf�l care, incl�ding pain relief, companionship, s�ppor�, and spiri��al n�r��re for �he dying person in �he hard work of preparing for dea�h. We 
enco�rage and s�ppor� �he concep� of hospice care whenever possible a� �he end of life. Fai�hf�l care does no� end a� dea�h b�� con�in�es 
d�ring bereavemen� as we care for grieving families.
-T�e Book of Discipline of T�e United Met�odist C�urc� -2004. Copyri��t 2004, T�e United Met�odist Publis�in� House. Used by permission.

Personal Observations
a-  The stories that began the sermon—were real (or real to life). 
      -�he 45 yr. old man was �he son of a sain�ly woman in my former ch�rch.  I visi�ed �hem many, many �imes d�ring �hose 40+ days in ICU. 
          When he ref�sed dialysis and asked for my perspec�ive, (af�er swallowing hard) I �old him I �nders�ood and s�ppor�ed his decision. (he 
          and I were �he same age)  Was I giving consen� �o e��hanasia? Or le��ing na��re �ake i�s co�rse?
      -�he older man’s s�ory was �old me by Dr. Riggs, as a very �ypical case scenario seen many, many �imes in medical prac�ice.
          (�he pa�ien�) “req�es�s �ha� i� (life s�ppor�) be discon�in�ed; all of his family agrees. In �his si��a�ion �he physician does no� know whe�her 
          we are �alking abo�� a life expec�ancy off of �he ven�ila�or of min��es, ho�rs or several days. The family says �heir very sad good byes and 
          he is �aken off of �he ven�ila�or. His brea�hing is labored and �ncomfor�able and �he family looks a� yo� and says, ‘can’� yo� do any�hing �o 
          relieve �his s�ffering.’ Yo� know �ha� seda�ion does no� relieve pain, and �he bes� analgesic �o relieve his labored discomfor� is morphine. 
          B�� �o give morphine (or any o�her narco�ic), even in small doses will s�ppress his respira�ion, elimina�e any verbal in�erac�ion wi�h his 
          family, p�� him in�o a coma. Wha� are yo� going �o do? Is �he morphine a form of e��hanasia? Is removing �he ven�ila�or a form of 
          E��hanasia?”

b-  I believe in life and am an advocate for life—whe�her �he iss�es are rela�ed �o �he beginning of life, middle of life, or life’s ending.
      -My bias will always be �oward preserving, main�aining, and giving LIFE.  Any differen� concl�sion/ac�ion will come only af�er m�ch 
       so�l-searching, ferven� prayer, godly co�nsel from o�hers, long-s�ffering and grappling wi�h iss�es and op�ions—and as an ac� of fai�h.  

c-  I cannot support the work of a Doctor Kevorkian, even if a pa�ien� is asking for �he services.
      -b�� I acknowledge �ha� �he lines be�ween righ� and wrong are of�en bl�rred by reali�y and �he advances of medicine.
      -“righ�s �o life” vs. ”righ�s �o digni�y and mercif�l sparing of s�ffering” are �he conflic�ing val�es, no� always dis�ing�ishable. 
      
d- I have learned from others, that even in suffering and decline, life can be lived with beauty, garnished with dignity, honored with 
     reverence and respect.  I� is an expression of God’s a�ape (�ncondi�ional love).  People in o�r ch�rch like Lamar and Lo�ise Kei�h have 
     �a�gh� me m�ch abo�� love, marriage, digni�y of life, and self-giving, and finishing well (see Lamar’s book, Half Way Home, Alz�eimer’s 
     Precious Care).  Lamar lovingly cared for his wife a� home for seven years, followed by a shor� s�ay in n�rsing care, and her dea�h a few days
     ago. Lamar wri�es, “Trea� �hem wi�h love, pa�ience, digni�y, beca�se �he responsibili�y is all yo�rs—no� �heirs.”  When life is honored in �his 
     way, all h�mani�y is honored, all life is lif�ed �o higher planes of sanc�i�y, all are challenged �o live �p �o �ha� s�andard, and life is lived as 
     “presen�ing o�r bodies as living sacrifices �n�o God, wholly accep�able, which is o�r reasonable ac� of worship” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).  

What You Can Do
A -Invitation to the seminar on 4end of life5 issues.  (See �he b�lle�in inser�) 
    -we are blessed wi�h capable medical, legal, e�hical professionals for g�iding yo� in making informed decisions
    -why wo�ld we no� wan� �o learn and grow in o�r �nders�anding of �hese ma��ers?
    -informa�ion is key �o good s�ewardship of �he life (body, so�l, spiri�) �ha� is given �s by God as a sacred �r�s� 

B- Invitation to faith in Christ
    -only �he living can address iss�es of fai�h 
    -legal co�nsel enco�rages yo� in making a will, �o direc� now �he disposi�ion of yo�r �hings or care of minor children 
    -medical co�nsel enco�rages making an AD, �o direc� now �he care of yo�r body if yo� become incapaci�a�ed.
    -spiri��al co�nsel enco�rages making a decision now for �he care and des�iny of yo�r so�l beyond dea�h and �he grave

            -no�hing can separa�e �s from �he love of God …. Pa�l: “I'm absol��ely convinced �ha� no�hing--living or dead, angelic or demonic, �oday 
             or �omorrow, high or low, �hinkable or �n�hinkable--absol��ely no�hing can ge� be�ween �s and God's love beca�se of �he way �ha� Jes�s 
             o�r Mas�er has embraced �s.“

A Prayer 
Lord God, �hank yo� �ha� my life is a gif� from yo�.  I wan� �o live for yo� and place myself in yo�r hands.  I receive Chris� as my Lord and 
Savior, and place my whole �r�s� in his grace. Help me �o follow a pa�h �ha� fai�hf�lly cares for my body, �ha� my life will be a living wi�ness 
for yo�.  Give me wisdom �o know �he way �o affirm life, in decisions wi�h o�hers, and wi�h myself.  Give me grace, �ha� even in iss�es of 
dea�h, my life will praise yo�.  In yo�r name I pray.  Amen. 

”Prayer In the Public Schools”
(part 5 of series� “Confrontin� t�e Controversies”—02-12-06)

UMC Position    (Tradition)
Look a� �his highligh� from �he UMC Book of Resol��ions.
“…The s�a�e sho�ld no� �se i�s a��hori�y �o promo�e par�ic�lar religio�s beliefs (incl�ding a�heism), nor sho�ld i� req�ire prayer or worship in �he 
p�blic schools, b�� i� sho�ld leave s��den�s free �o prac�ice �heir own religio�s convic�ions. The s�a�e sho�ld no� prohibi� �he free exercise of 
vol�n�ary prayer in p�blic schools …” -Social Principals of �he UMC, 2004

Personal Observations     
a.  As Christians, we believe that prayer is a powerful force for change, an aven�e for praise, a means of receiving God’s grace and 
g�idance. O�r lives are �o be a living prayer.  Prayer sho�ld be a very big par� of o�r lives wherever we are.



b.  4Effective5 prayer can neither be prescribed by the state nor denied.  Prescribed prayer can accomplish li��le more �han symbolism, a 
perf�nc�ory ri�e, a feel-good ri��al, self-sanc�ioning wha� we are going �o do anyway.  Effec�ive prayer will always emana�e from �he fai�hf�l 
hear�s of God’s children.  And no law or r�le of h�mani�y can harness i�, direc� i�, promp� i�, or hal� i�.  I� is of a higher realm.  Are we figh�ing over 
symbolic prayer �o �he neglec� of s�bs�an�ive prayer?  Exchanging �he weakened form, for gen�ine fai�h?   

Thinking back over some of �he prayers I’ve lis�ened �o a� spor�s even�s, �o non-Chris�ians, or �o �hose no� of �he denomina�ion of �ha� person 
praying, i� m�s� have so�nded a lo� like wha� I heard s�anding on a roof�op a� �wiligh� in Be�hlehem in 2001.  As �he s�n sa� and I soaked in �he 
wonder and bea��y of �he ligh�s coming on across �ha� ancien� ci�y, I was me� by �he lo�d wails of �radi�ional M�slim evening prayers, played 
from �he spires of a half-dozen area mosq�es, sim�l�aneo�sly. I was having a sacred, peacef�l, q�ie�, prayerf�l momen�.  B�� now I was invaded 
by some�hing �ha� excl�ded me, in lang�age, in m�sic s�yle, and in a fai�h I do no� embrace. They did no� speak for me, inspire me, nor did I 
wan� �hem �o con�in�e.  B�� I was in ano�her land, �nder o�her law.  I end�red. 

Now is �ha� �he kind of wi�ness �ha� will effec�ively reach non-Chris�ian and nominally-Chris�ian people of o�r comm�ni�y, or �he s��den�s of o�r 
schools?  An “in yo�r face” message wi�h a “ge�-em �old” a��i��de, ‘whe�her yo� like i� or no�’ pos� scrip�?  O�r message is called �he Good News, 
b�� i� is of�en heard by o��siders as �he “bad news.”

c. Many would like required prayer in school if they could choose the religion, denomination, theological 
        persuasion, and the individual school official leading i�. Tha� is �o say, if i�’s j�s� like me!

d. We cannot roll back the clock to 1957.   Mrs. Jackson is no longer there.  We live in a differen� c�l��re, a 
       differen� �ime, when �he ch�rch canno� expec� �he s�a�e �o do �he work of minis�ry.  I�’s �ime we owned �ha�.

e.  One thing remains the same in America—LIBERTY, as defined by the First Amendment.  When i� comes �o speech and �he free 
exercise of religion, �he law pro�ec�s �he individ�al agains� �he overr�nning of �he many.  O�r forbears came here, a religio�s minori�y, �o escape 
religio�s persec��ion by �he E�ropean majori�y s�a�e ch�rches.  The 1s� Amendmen� pro�ec�s �he minori�y �o freely exercise �heir fai�h and 
speech.  Wi�h s�a�e manda�ed prayers, wha� happens �o yo�r righ�s when yo� become �he minori�y?  Are yo� ready �o have yo�r children be 
�a�gh� a daily lesson from �he Koran?  A M�slim prayer offered over �he in�ercom?  This will happen if we ge� “religion back in �he schools” as 
some wo�ld advoca�e.   

f.  Do parents and the church really want to relinquish teaching our children about God? And to pray with them?  We as paren�s, and 
we as �he ch�rch m�s� �ake o�r righ�f�l responsibili�y �o �ell �hem �he s�ory, �o s�and by �hem when o�hers have le� �hem down, �o give �hem hope 
and models for living.  Tha� is, af�er all, �he calling of paren�s and of �he ch�rch.

g. We already look to the school to transport, feed, medicate, educate, charac�er form, leadership �rain, co�nsel, do �herapy.  Do we also 
wan� �he school �o be �heir ch�rch? The paren�s? The pas�or? The S�nday School �eachers?     

What You Can Do
a.  Affirm p�blic school �eachers for �he fine work �hey do wi�h o�r children.
Will all p�blic school ed�ca�ors and adminis�ra�ors, pas� and presen�, please s�and �ha� we may affirm yo�.  (appla�d)
Thank yo� for wha� yo� do in molding and caring for o�r children.  Yo� are on �he fron� lines of c�l��re.

b.  If you’re really an advocate for school prayer—begin by praying for schools 
        -some of o�r yo��h pray every Wed. morning before classes a� �he High School 
        -join ‘Moms-In-To�ch’ who pray every week for �he school s��den�s, �eachers, e�c.

  -why se��le for a symbolic, wa�ered down prayer read over �he in�ercom, when yo� co�ld be praying as Jes�s    
   described—q�ie�ly, ferven�ly and effec�ively

        -commi� �o praying for a par�ic�lar class every day   
        -pray for �eachers/admin. whose calling i� is �o serve by caring for kids
        -yo�r small gro�p or class can adop� a school for whom yo� will offer �arge�ed prayer and o�her s�ppor�

Here’s the deal for me:  I am a s�rong advoca�e for prayer in �he p�blic schools, BUT only �he prayer �ha� fi�s �he model of Jes�s, and �he 
principles of religio�s liber�y in �he 1s� Amendmen�.  Any o�her kind risks no� only being cons�i���ionally �nlawf�l, b�� spiri��ally irrelevan�!

"And when yo� come before God, don'� ��rn �ha� in�o a �hea�rical prod�c�ion …making a  show o�� of …prayers …  Find a q�ie�, secl�ded place 
so yo� won'� be �emp�ed �o role-play before God….as simply and hones�ly as yo� can …The foc�s will shif� from yo� �o God, and yo� will begin 
�o sense his grace.  (Ma��. 6:5-6:5)

Closing Prayer
Dear God, forgive �s when we’ve a complaining people, no� praying people.  Forgive �s when we have shif�ed �o o�hers wha� yo� called �s �o 
do, as �he ch�rch.  We ask yo�r blessings on p�blic school �eachers/adminis�ra�ors �oday, and offer o�r con�in�ed prayer s�ppor�.  Bless �he 
children, �ha� despi�e o�r feeble effor�s and flawed modeling, �hey may find fai�h in Yo�. Give �s wisdom �o know how �o exercise o�r fai�h before 
�he world wi�ho�� making a mockery of yo�, or doing more harm �han good.  Give �s h�mili�y of spiri�, love for one ano�her, and a desire �o share 
yo�r love wi�h all �he world.  In yo�r name I pray.  AMEN.

”Abortion”
(part 6 of series� “Confrontin� t�e Controversies”—02-1�-06)

UMC Position   
The beginning of life and �he ending of life are �he God-given bo�ndaries of h�man exis�ence. While individ�als have always had some degree 
of con�rol over when �hey wo�ld die, �he y now have �he awesome power �o de�ermine when and even whe�her new individ�als will be born. 
     O�r belief in �he sanc�i�y of �nborn h�man life makes �s rel�c�an� �o approve abor�ion. B�� we are eq�ally bo�nd �o respec� �he sacredness of 
�he life and well-being of �he mo�her, for whom devas�a�ing damage may res�l� from an �naccep�able pregnancy. In con�in�i�y wi�h pas� Chris�ian 
�eaching, we recognize �ragic conflic�s of life wi�h life �ha� may j�s�ify abor�ion, and in s�ch cases we s�ppor� �he legal op�ion of abor�ion �nder 
proper medical proced�res. We canno� affirm abor�ion as an accep�able means of bir�h con�rol, and we �ncondi�ionally rejec� i� as a means of 
gender selec�ion. 



     We oppose �he �se of la�e-�erm abor�ion known as dila�ion and ex�rac�ion (par�ial-bir�h abor�ion) and call for �he end of �his prac�ice excep� 
when �he physical life of �he mo�her is in danger and no o�her medical proced�re is available, or in �he case of severe fe�al anomalies 
incompa�ible wi�h life. We call all Chris�ians �o a searching and prayerf�l inq�iry in�o �he sor�s of condi�ions �ha� may warran� abor�ion. We 
commi� o�r Ch�rch �o con�in�e �o provide n�r��ring minis�ries �o �hose who �ermina�e a pregnancy, �o �hose in �he mids� of a crisis pregnancy, 
and �o �hose who give bir�h. We par�ic�larly enco�rage �he Ch�rch, �he governmen�, and social service agencies �o s�ppor� and facili�a�e �he 
op�ion of adop�ion. (See ¶ 161.K.)
     Governmen�al laws and reg�la�ions do no� provide all �he g�idance req�ired by �he informed Chris�ian conscience. Therefore, a decision 
concerning abor�ion sho�ld be made only af�er �ho�gh�f�l and prayerf�l considera�ion by �he par�ies involved, wi�h medical, pas�oral, and o�her 
appropria�e co�nsel.
We �rge local pas�ors �o become informed abo�� �he symp�oms and behaviors associa�ed wi�h pos�-abor�ion s�ress. We f�r�her enco�rage local 
ch�rches �o make available con�ac� informa�ion for co�nseling agencies �ha� offer programs �o address pos�-abor�ion s�ress for all seeking help.
    -all above from T�e Book of Discipline of T�e UMC- 2004. Copyri��t 2004 by T�e United Met�odist Publis�in� House. Used by permission.

Personal Observations
a- Human life is a precious gift, emanating from the creative, loving hand of God.  I� is sacred beca�se i� comes from God and bears his 
image  (ima�o dei)

b- Christians hold human life as a sacred trust-- we’re stewards on behalf of God.  H�man life is no� o�rs �o sq�ander frivolo�sly, whe�her 
legal, socially accep�able, or no�.

c- It’s impossible to pinpoint the issues with exactness of timing-- of legal ‘personhood,’ spiri��al ‘enso�lmen�,’ medical viabili�y, or �he 
e�hical correc�ness �o �he many rela�ed q�es�ions.  We m�s� proceed ca��io�sly, prayerf�lly, open �o learning, eager �o forgive and be forgiven.

d- We cannot be pleased with having aborted 40 million of our pre-born children, po�en�ial American ci�izens, po�en�ial workers in �he 
ch�rch, po�en�ial “Adams Hamil�ons!”

e- Simply overturning 4Roe5 would not make all our other problems go away.  Making criminals of child-bearing women migh� red�ce 
abor�ion n�mbers, b�� wo�ld �ndo�b�edly crea�e a hos� of o�her social, e�hical, medical and legal dilemmas. 
   -o�r more basic problems go beyond abor�ion  (abor�ion law is symbolic of c�l��ral crisis of �he deval�a�ion of life, family, marriage, and of kids
         -deval�a�ion of h�man life
         -los� val�e of marriage
         -diminished sense of family
         -deval�a�ion of children, mo�herhood  
             -�o �ake despera�e yo�ng women, w/ �wo bad life choices, and �hen make �hem criminals, felons, prisoners, and somehow expec� �hem 
              �o emerge from �ha� experience as more loving, caring mo�hers?
             -i� is �o “shoo� o�r wo�nded”
             -i.e. �he “child playing in �raffic”

f- 4Overcoming Roe5 seems a much better option--wi�h an ac�ivis�, compassiona�e, e�hical affirma�ion of all life—for �ha� of �he �nborn, and 
for �he digni�y and care of expec�an� females.  These are �he only possible sol��ions �o sim�l�aneo�sly red�ce �he wholesale ex�ermina�ion of o�r 
yo�ng, s�ppor� poor, single women, and co�n�er �he general deval�a�ion of h�man life as expendable for being “�nwan�ed.” 

g- Are we as the church willing to make the necessary commitments �o help a yo�ng girl in �ro�ble; �o �ake in a poor, expec�an� mo�her; 
sponsor a child who has been born in less �han desirable circ�ms�ances, and �r�ly be advoca�es for all dimensions of life?
   -maybe we need �o lead �he way in Del. Co. in providing a comprehensive ne�work of s�ppor�
   -a wonderf�l example in Deaconess Hospi�al in OKC
           -where almos� all o�her con�ac�s only reinforced �he s��pidi�y of choices & enco�raged abor�ion only
           -�hese folks �ook �he pos��re, “we are only here �o help yo�, s�ppor� yo�, love yo�”
           -we will offer o�r services w/o s�rings; s�ppor� w/o press�re; love w/o an agenda; choices w/o condemna�ion
           -placed 5000 children for adop�ions since 1900
   -Me�hodis� Mission Home, San An�onio
           -placed 9000 adop�ions

h-  Are we willing to support public policy that encourages (helps) women to carry their unborn children to term?  Give �hem real 
op�ions �o keep or adop�?  Make carrying a child �o �erm a desirable op�ion ra�her �han i� becoming �he “end of life as �hey know i�.”   

Adam’s S�ory
“Yes my life changed drama�ically d�e �o �he pregnancy prior �o marriage b�� �o �his day, �ha� child has been �he grea�es� blessing �o me and 
�ho�sands of o�hers ...  I am so pro�d of �he h�sband and fa�her �ha� he has become.  So many �imes when I look a� him, I �hink �ha� �his 
incredibly kind-spiri�ed person co�ld have ended �p abor�ed, b�� … he was a gif� from God.  I look back some�imes a� �he college �ha� I missed, 
�he experiences �ha� “co�ld have been,” and �hank God �ha� I chose God’s way.  My life is differen� �han i� co�ld have been, b�� I wo�ldn’� 
change i� for any�hing. Thank yo�, Adam, for being my “gif� from God.”  There can be no grea�er gif� �han �ha� of a child �ha� God wan�s �o be 
born.  I never dreamed �hir�y-six years ago while I was carrying yo� �ha� yo� wo�ld have �he impac� on God’s people—and me—�ha� yo� do.  
Yo� are my pas�or, my confidan�, and my bes� friend.  I love yo�, Mom.

Un-Adam S�ory
B�� wha� of �he woman who did abor� her child? Who ei�her by her own preference, or �he impossibili�y of circ�ms�ance, or �he infl�ence of 
o�hers, fo�nd �he end �o her overwhelming life crisis, in an abor�ion?  Wha� �hen?  
  -some of �hose women are worshipping wi�h yo� �oday, living in yo�r neighborhoods, a��ending yo�r small gro�ps, are co-workers of yo�rs
  -how do yo� minis�er �o and wi�h �hose persons?  

What You Can Do
a. Kindness -- “Le� �he one wi�ho�� sin, cas� �he firs� s�one” of condemna�ion
            -we can only engage �he iss�e in helpf�l ways wi�h an a��i��de of h�mili�y, kindness, compassion
            -few o�her voices will ever be heard



b.    Support yo�r local Crisis Pregnancy Cen�ers
  -info. will be a� a �able in �he en�ry areas
  -see how yo� can help expand services and lis�s of reso�rces

c.    Promote �he adop�ion op�ion
  -enco�rage families who can open �heir homes �o children
  -ed�ca�e yo�rself and o�hers abo�� “open adop�ion”

d.    Treasure �he children
  -follow Jes�s’ model of se��ing �hem in places of impor�ance, making minis�ry wi�h �hem a priori�y

e. Support programs/ini�ia�ives/p�blic policies �ha� are s�ppor�ive (financial, emo�ional, spiri��al) of single, poor mo�hers

f. Inform, educate, share, speak the truth IN LOVE
  -help o�r children �nders�and �heir bodies are gif�s from God, �o be cherished
  -help o�r children know �ha� sex�ali�y is also God’s gif� bes� shared in �he safe con�ex� of marriage
  -help o�r children know �ha� when �hey fail (or o�hers fail �hem), �hey are s�ill loved, and we are here �o help 

g. Reach out �o ALL wo�nded by abor�ion wi�h God’s healing and forgiveness
  -“be ye kind �o one ano�her, �ender hear�ed, forgiving one ano�her, even as God in Chris� Jes�s has forgiven yo�” (Eph. 4:32)

L�ke 7:36-50  “…(Jes�s) wen� �o �he Pharisee's ho�se and sa� down a� �he dinner �able. J�s� �hen a woman of �he village, �he �own harlo� … 
came wi�h a bo��le of very expensive perf�me and s�ood a� his fee�, weeping, raining �ears on his fee�. Le��ing down her hair, she dried his fee�, 
kissed �hem, and anoin�ed �hem wi�h �he perf�me. When �he Pharisee …saw �his, he said �o himself, "If �his man was �he prophe� I �ho�gh� he 
was, he wo�ld have known wha� kind of woman �his is who is falling all over him." Jes�s said �o him, "Simon, …Two men were in deb� �o a 
banker. One owed five h�ndred silver pieces, �he o�her fif�y. Nei�her of �hem co�ld pay �p, and so �he banker canceled bo�h deb�s. Which of �he 
�wo wo�ld be more gra�ef�l?" Simon answered, "I s�ppose �he one who was forgiven �he mos�." … he said, "Do yo� see �his woman? I came �o 
yo�r home; yo� provided no wa�er for my fee�, b�� she rained �ears on my fee� and dried �hem wi�h her hair. Yo� gave me no gree�ing, b�� from 
�he �ime I arrived she hasn'� q�i� kissing my fee�. Yo� provided no�hing for freshening �p, b�� she has soo�hed my fee� wi�h perf�me. Impressive, 
isn'� i�? She was forgiven many, many sins, and so she is very, very gra�ef�l. …" Then he spoke �o her: "I forgive yo�r sins…"   

”Homosexuality”   
(part 7 of series� “Confrontin� t�e Controversies”—02-26-07)

UMC Position 
Regarding church membership
¶ 4. Ar�icle IV. Incl�siveness of �he Ch�rch.   The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch is a par� of �he ch�rch �niversal, which is one Body in Chris�. The 
Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch acknowledges �ha� all persons are of sacred wor�h. All persons wi�ho�� regard �o race, color, na�ional origin, s�a��s, or 
economic condi�ion, shall be eligible �o a��end i�s worship services, par�icipa�e in i�s programs, receive �he sacramen�s, �pon bap�ism be 
admi��ed as bap�ized members, and �pon �aking vows declaring �he Chris�ian fai�h, become professing members in any local ch�rch in �he 
connec�ion.  In The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch no conference or o�her organiza�ional �ni� of �he Ch�rch shall be s�r�c��red so as �o excl�de any 
member or any cons�i��en� body of �he Ch�rch beca�se of race, color, na�ional origin, s�a��s or economic condi�ion.   Amended 1992, 2000.

Regarding the ministry of the ordained
¶304.3   While persons se� apar� by �he Ch�rch for ordained minis�ry are s�bjec� �o all �he frail�ies of �he h�man condi�ion and �he press�res of 
socie�y, �hey are req�ired �o main�ain �he highes� s�andards of holy living in �he world. The prac�ice of homosex�ali�y is incompa�ible wi�h 
Chris�ian �eaching. Therefore self-avowed prac�icing homosex�als are no� �o be cer�ified as candida�es, ordained as minis�ers, or appoin�ed �o 
serve in The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch.  "Self-avowed prac�icing homosex�al" is �nders�ood �o mean �ha� a person openly acknowledges �o a 
bishop, dis�ric� s�perin�enden�, dis�ric� commi��ee of ordained minis�ry, board of ordained minis�ry, or clergy session �ha� �he person is a 
prac�icing homosex�al.  See J�dicial Co�ncil Decisions 702, 708, 722, 725, 764, 844, 984, 985.

¶ 341.6  Ceremonies �ha� celebra�e homosex�al �nions shall no� be cond�c�ed by o�r minis�ers and shall no� be cond�c�ed in o�r ch�rches.

Regarding the General Council on Finance and Administration
¶806.9  The General Co�ncil on Finance and Adminis�ra�ion of The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch] shall be responsible for ens�ring �ha� no board, 
agency, commi��ee, commission, or co�ncil shall give Uni�ed Me�hodis� f�nds �o any gay ca�c�s or gro�p, or o�herwise �se s�ch f�nds �o 
promo�e �he accep�ance of homosex�ali�y. The co�ncil shall have �he righ� �o s�op s�ch expendi��res. This res�ric�ion shall no� limi� �he Ch�rch’s 
minis�ry in response �o �he HIV epidemic.  (From The Book of Discipline of The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch - 2004.)

Human Sexuality
“…sex�ali�y is God's good gif� �o all persons…We call all persons �o �he disciplined, responsible f�lfillmen� of �hemselves, o�hers, and socie�y in 
�he s�ewardship of �his gif�. … sex�al rela�ions are only clearly affirmed in �he marriage bond. …We rejec� all sex�al expressions �ha� damage or 
des�roy �he h�mani�y God has given… We believe �ha� sex�al rela�ions where one or bo�h par�ners are exploi�a�ive, ab�sive, or promisc�o�s are 
beyond �he parame�ers of accep�able Chris�ian behavior and are �l�ima�ely des�r�c�ive �o individ�als, families, and �he social order.  We deplore 
all forms of �he commercializa�ion and exploi�a�ion of sex…We insis� �ha� all persons, regardless of age, gender, mari�al s�a��s, or sex�al 
orien�a�ion, are en�i�led �o have �heir h�man and civil righ�s ens�red.  We recognize �he con�in�ing need for f�ll, posi�ive, age-appropria�e and 
fac��al sex ed�ca�ion oppor��ni�ies for children, yo�ng people, and ad�l�s. The Ch�rch offers a �niq�e oppor��ni�y �o give q�ali�y g�idance and 
ed�ca�ion in �his area.  Homosex�al persons no less �han he�erosex�al persons are individ�als of sacred wor�h. All persons need �he minis�ry 
and g�idance of �he ch�rch in �heir s�r�ggles for h�man f�lfillmen�, as well as �he spiri��al and emo�ional care of a fellowship �ha� enables 
reconciling rela�ionships wi�h God, wi�h o�hers, and wi�h self. The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch does no� condone �he prac�ice of homosex�ali�y and 
consider �his prac�ice incompa�ible wi�h Chris�ian �eaching. We affirm �ha� God's grace is available �o all, and we will seek �o live �oge�her in 
Chris�ian comm�ni�y. We implore families and ch�rches no� �o rejec� or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commi� o�rselves �o 
be in minis�ry for and wi�h all persons.   --Book of Discipline of The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch - 2004. 
Marriage
“We affirm �he sanc�i�y of �he marriage covenan� �ha� is expressed in love, m���al s�ppor�, personal commi�men�, and shared fideli�y be�ween a 
man and a woman. We believe �ha� God's blessing res�s �pon s�ch marriage, whe�her or no� �here are children of �he �nion. We rejec� social 



norms �ha� ass�me differen� s�andards for women �han for men in marriage. We s�ppor� laws in civil socie�y �ha� define marriage as �he �nion of 
one man and one woman.”   --The Book of Discipline of The Uni�ed Me�hodis� Ch�rch - 2004. 

Personal Observations
a-  Every opinion about homosexuality is biased.  Mine is no exception.
     -my firs� bias as a he�erosex�al is �ha� I have no� deal� wi�h �his personally, nor had an immedia�e family iss�e
     -my second bias is my �heological heri�age and my high regard for scrip��re and of �he Chris�ian �radi�ion
     -�hird, �he pend�l�m has sw�ng so far so fas� in j�s� 40 yrs. of o�r long his�ory, we do no� know long all �ha� is a� s�ake 
     -fo�r�h, �herefore I am no� ready �o comple�ely redefine �he ch�rch, �he c�l��re, �he family, or all of Chris�ian �ho�gh�

b- Each person is given physical life traits-- which has nothing to do with fairness or God’s will  
    -some are �all and balding; some are shor� wi�h lo�s of hair 
    -some are born in privileged America, o�hers in �he sq�alor of �he �hird world  
    -some are born wi�h high in�ellec�, ar�is�ic �alen�; while o�hers s�r�ggle �o make a con�rib��ion 
    -some seem �o be ‘wired’ wi�h homosex�al �endencies, which we are ye� �o ei�her know for s�re or �o �nders�and 
    -s�ill o�hers are ‘�il�ed’ �oward homosex�ali�y by �he infl�ence of environmen�, �ra�ma, or o�her experience 
    -we are as we are—by bir�h and environmen� and are affec�ed by bo�h.  Wha� now?   

c- Life involves accepting the 4hand5 we’re given, making responsible choices, and making those choices work   
     -some say �he responsible choice is �o acknowledge “who �hey are” by inclina�ion/desire, and le� �ha� define �heir lifes�yle
     -o�hers say �he responsible choice is �o “deal wi�h who �hey are” (gay inclina�ions) in order �o live a differen� lifes�yle (as a non-gay)
         -one minis�ry p��s i� �his way: “we do no� see gayness as a disease �o be c�red, b�� as a condi�ion �o be deal� wi�h, m�ch like �he condi�ion 
          of alcoholism or any o�her �endency.  We deal cons�an�ly wi�h �he condi�ion in order �o s�ccessf�lly live a differen� way.”
     -s�ill o�hers say �hey have �ried and prayed �o change �heir lifes�yle �ns�ccessf�lly, ye� h�ndreds wi�ness �o living s�ccessf�lly ano�her way

d-  We must know that all choices have consequences
      -�he choice of a person wi�h a gay iden�i�y �o hide or deny �ha� iden�i�y, is �o adop� a form of hypocrisy, live a lie
      -�he choice �oward gay promisc�i�y is �o engage a very high heal�h risk, and �o �ha� of o�hers
      -�he choice �o monogamo�s gay living will prod�ce a lower heal�h risk, b�� risks isola�ion from some family & he�erosex�al friends
      -�he choice of a gay person �o receive minis�ry �o live a “s�raigh�” life, also risks hard work and �he displeas�re of o�her gays 

e-  The more important questions for all include: 
      -Wha� is God’s bes� and highes� p�rpose for my life?
      -How may I bes� live my life as an ac� of worship �o him?
      -How may I bes� bear wi�ness �o his love, his mercy, his grace?
      -How do I reconcile my life choices wi�h �he Biblical wi�ness and 2000 yrs. of Chris�ian Tradi�ion?
     
f-  For those personally uninvolved in this issue, are your 4opinions5 based more on conviction or prejudice?
       -do yo�r words and ac�ions bring healing, hope and help �o anyone?
       -or have yo� simply bro�gh� h�r�, division, ridic�le, condemna�ion?
       -is yo�r demeanor �ha� of Jes�s, who loved �he person, even when he saw �heir choices as des�r�c�ive?  

g-  If you view the behavior of others as sinful, is it more sinful than your sins?
       -D. Bonhoeffer: “If yo� see �he sin of ano�her as more abominable �han yo�r own, yo� have never come �o �erms wi�h yo�r own  
        depravi�y apar� from God’s grace.” 

What You Can Do
a-  Prayerfully separate Godly convictions from personal prejudices, and live your Godly convictions!
       -�here is no room for ha�ef�l, h�r�f�l behavior �ha� res�l�s in “gay-bashing” or o�her means of personal des�r�c�ion in �he name of God 
       -nei�her is �here place for gay-righ�s ac�ivis�s �o harass or denigra�e �hose persons choosing �o leave �he gay c�l��re
       -i� is necessary �o ask wha� wo�ld f�ll sanc�ion of homosex�ali�y in c�l��re wo�ld mean for �he ch�rch, �he c�l��re, �he law, �he family?
                -hones�ly raising �hose q�es�ions is no� homophobia, b�� responsible s�ewardship of life
       -pray and s�ppor� all means of minis�ry seeking God’s grace, love, redemp�ion, a hope and a f���re! 
b-  If you are not dealing with this issue in your personal family, that is not a reason for self-congratulatory pride.  
       -nei�her does i� le� yo� off �he hook of love, for i� is an iss�e in yo�r “fai�h family.”  H�mbly embrace �ha�.  
       -know �ha� if yo� live long eno�gh, yo�r �ime for more personal involvemen� may come!

c- Be compassionate toward families in the throes of these issues.   
      -be a friend even �ho�gh yo� don’� really �nders�and.
      -are yo� aware �ha� yo�r ‘grandchildren bragging” can ca�se pain �o �hose who will never have grandchildren, beca�se �heir child is gay?
      -are yo� aware �ha� beca�se of yo�r �ncompassiona�e opinions, yo�r friends can’� share wi�h yo� abo�� �heir children, beca�se �hey fear �he 
       h�r� yo� will inflic� �pon �hem---again?
      -have yo� any idea �he pain yo� ca�se yo�r friends by �ho�gh�less/remarks, �ha� wo�nds �hem beca�se of �heir own children?
      -repen�ance is appropria�ed, �o God and �o �hose wo�nded    

Prayer  God forgive �s when we fail yo� and one ano�her,  when we fail even �o �ry in �nders�anding o�r bro�hers and sis�ers.  Forgive �s when 
we have failed �o hones�ly address �he hear� of �hese iss�es, b�� have been comfor�able allowing o�r circ�ms�ances, o�r feeling, or o�r 
prej�dices �o speak as o�r fai�h.  Bring �s �o know wha� yo� wo�ld have �s do, and who yo� wo�ld have �s be, and �o know o�r place of 
responsibili�y �o �he world, �he c�l��re, �he ch�rch, �he family, and las�ly, �o o�rselves.  AMEN.  


