Dear Friends,

We don’t hear as much in the media about the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa as we have in the past, but just because we don’t hear about it does not mean it isn’t still very real.  Because of the lack of proper heath care, limited medications, and the increased spread of the disease, millions of adults and children die a very painful and horrible AIDS-related death each year.  

Baptist Global Response (BGR) is a Southern Baptist relief and development organization with a heart for seeing the poor and suffering have the opportunity to experience a full and meaningful life.  You can help!  The BGR In-Home Care Kit is a compilation of medical and hygiene supplies that BGR is asking churches, groups, and individuals to provide to assist caregivers who are taking care of home-bound, terminally ill patients.  Items in this kit will help alleviate the suffering of the ones affected by the illness.  

The BGR In-Home Care Kit consists of a 5-gallon, heavy-duty bucket with a sealable lid.  In Africa, a bucket is a valuable item that can be used in many ways—to haul and store water, to store and conceal food from rodents and insects, and to protect other items in bad weather.  Inside the bucket will be items to assist in keeping patients clean and dry and protecting their mats or mattresses from soiling.  Medicated lip balm and lotion will be included to help treat the skin problems associated with AIDS. Other items will be included that will make life easier and less painful.
This year, the goal is to provide 5,000 kits to help families in need. The SBCV, in partnership with BGR, asks you to consider joining us in reaching this goal. By putting together at least one kit, you will help us provide a physical and spiritual touch to those in Sub-Saharan Africa who are dying from AIDS and other illnesses. BGR local Baptist and field partners in Africa will distribute the buckets in a way that gives dignity and hope to each family receiving a kit. 

Who can put together one or several kits?
· A Sunday School class

· A VBS group (as a project)
· A church collecting money with one person purchasing materials for the kits

· A Women’s or Men’s Ministry
· A GAs, RAs, or AWANA group

· Individuals

Be creative!  Whether your church provides one, two, ten, twenty, fifty, or more kits, remember that it takes all of us working together to meet this overwhelming need.

IMPORTANT:  

There are very specific requirements for the items needed and the proper way to pack the buckets.  For detailed information or to register, go to http://www.sbcv.org/mission_opportunities or call 888-234-7716.  

After you register (or if requested), a shopping list, packing instructions, and the shipping information will be provided online, by email, or by US Postal Service.  This information is also available for download at the above web address.
Blessings,

SBCV Missions Team

