May 2010

Dear Friends,

Central Appalachia has been described as the “poverty pocket of America.”  A conspicuous 37 of the 100 poorest counties in America are in the 10-state region served by Appalachian Regional Ministry.  This neediness makes the work challenging for those who serve in the high poverty areas.
“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you took care of Me; I was in prison and you visited Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink?  When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or without clothes and clothe You?  When did we see You sick or in prison and visit You?’  And the King will answer them, ‘I assure you: Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.”  Matthew 25:34-40 (HCSB)
You have an opportunity to put these verses into practice.  During August and September, there will be children throughout the Appalachian area returning to school who do not have the basic supplies to begin their new school year.  We can all be “on mission” from our homes and churches and give these children a head-start for the new year by supplying these basic needs through the SBCV Back-to-School Packs mission opportunity.  
Please place the following items in either a large Zip-loc bag or a backpack:

Pens, pencils


Crayons


Ruler

Notebook paper

Spiral notebooks

Report folders

Markers


Tissues


Scissors (non-pointed)

Glue sticks


Bible



Witnessing tract
These packs will be distributed by the Appalachian Regional Ministry.  Please ship them to:
Appalachian Regional Ministry

28 White Rock Rd.
Hurricane, WV 25526

Phone: (606) 316-4298

Thank you for encouraging your church to be involved in missions and for supporting projects that result in changed lives.  Please register your church’s participation in this project at www.sbcv.org/mission_opportunities.
Blessings,
SBCV State Missions Team

