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Fifteen Ways to Increase your Church’s Offerings

Listening Guide

1.
Prayer: An intentional ___________ ministry will do more to increase offerings than ________  _________ emphasis of the church. 

2.
Vision Statement: According to a recent survey, churches that have a ___________ vision statement are growing faster than churches without a vision statement. Church ___________ will impact offerings to the church. If members and guests believe the church will make a difference in the community and world, then they will give ___________ to the ministry of the church.
3.
___________ Atmosphere: The church leadership needs to create a _________________ environment in the church. Eliminating negative promotions like the weekly/monthly budget requirements in the church bulletin or newsletter will help create a _________________ atmosphere. For instance, even in the best giving churches, the weekly/monthly offering will not meet the weekly/monthly giving requirements at least two times a month/year. The impression is created that the church is not healthy because the church is behind on giving when in fact the church might be ahead of yearly requirements. Most individuals are not motivated to give because of negative budget requirements. People give to make a difference. Eliminating a negative atmosphere will help create a _____________ giving environment.
4.
Ministry Action Budget: Church budgets are road maps to the ministry concerns of a church. The budget ________ the church on how to spend the money God has entrusted to the church. A church budget based on ________________, not numbers, will impact the budget positively and cause members to be excited about what God is doing in their midst.
5.
Offering Envelopes: Believe it or not, the old system of a member receiving a box of offering envelopes does increase giving. The __________ provided offering envelopes ____________ members to give to God’s work in the church.

6.
Mission-Minded: A church focused on _____________ will have little time for infighting and disagreement. Guests and members will give to a church that is _____________ on others and making a difference in the world.
7.
Offering at the __________ of the Worship Service: Worship service giving normally will increase 10-20 percent if the offering is collected at the ___________ of the worship service as opposed to the traditional collection time at the middle of the worship service. The offertory is a natural way for individuals to respond to God’s message.

8.
Offerings received during Bible Study: When individuals are _____________ and _________ by a small group ministry like Bible Study, individuals will give more to the church. A Bible Study growth campaign will increase giving in the church, too. 

9.
__________ Stewardship Emphasis: Biblical stewardship should be taught as part of ______________ ministry of the church. An annual stewardship emphasis will have insignificant lasting impact on church members. Instead, church leaders do not need to ___________ for teaching the Biblical perspective of Christian stewardship that God is the owner of everything. Teaching stewardship is equally important as any other teachings of the church.

10.
Stewardship Testimonies: People can read about tithing and giving, but really ____ change their personal habit or practices. However, if someone they ________ and ____________ shares how ______ has ________ in his life concerning Biblical stewardship, then the hearers are more likely to practice Biblical stewardship in their lives. Tithing testimonies during the worship services and Bible Study really do work!
11.
Empowered Spending: Ministry _________ and church __________ should be empowered to be able to spend the allocated money within a budgeted line item without the finance committee or church treasurer __________. The finance committee/treasurer should be _____________ of the spending through a possible purchase order system, but the committee/treasurer involvement should be only to carry out the church’s wishes. Empowered spending eliminates one or two people controlling the finances of the church. Individuals are more willing to give if the person thinks he has true influence on how the money will be spent.

12.
Blessing your Staff: A church that _________ its staff ________________ will in turn be __________. If the pastor does not have to worry about family financial concerns, then he will be able to focus more on ministry. In turn, the church and pastor will be blessed.

13.
Try to out give God: The church leadership should try to out give God. Of course, this is _________________, but it works! People want to be part of a church focused on ________ and His _________.

14.
Revival Services: A revival of God’s people should always lead to ______________ offering. As people move closer to God, they will give out of their abundant blessings to the 


Lord’s church. 

15.
Biblical Financial Principles Taught: __________ Christian Stewardship concepts and principles should be taught as an ___________ ministry of the church. Believers constantly need this spiritual instruction. Do not apologize for it.
This document is intended to provide churches and church leaders with current and accurate educational information about the subjects covered. However, such information is not intended to be sufficient for dealing with a particular legal problem, and the authors and distributors do not warrant or represent its suitability for such purpose. The reader should not rely upon this document as a substitute for independent legal consultation or tax advice. © 2005, Church Financial Ministries. All Rights Reserved.

1. prayer  any other

2. written  growth  more

3. Positive  positive  positive

4. guides  ministry

5. weekly  reminds
6. missions  focusing

7. End  end

8. accountable  loved

9. On-going  regular  apologize

10. not  know  respect  God   worked

11. leaders  staff  approval  aware

12. blesses  financially  blessed

13. impossible  God  ways

14. increased

15. Biblical  on-going
