
April 2010 

Holy Week Into Easter 2010 
 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
March 28, 2010 

10:30 a.m. 
Procession of Palms by Children and Choir 

Childrenôs Choir 
Chancel Choir 

Hosanna to the King and Christus Factus Est 
Rev. Heather Hayes, Preaching 

Ray Salucka, Choir Director 
Neal Marple, Organist 

 

* * * * * * *  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 1, 2010 

7:00 p.m. 
Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 

and Tenebrae Service 
Chancel Choir  

Plus special music provided by a string quartet featuring Albinoôs Adagio in G Minor 
 

* * * * * * *  
 

Sunday, The Festival of Easter 
April 4, 2010 

 

EASTER/RESURRECTION OF THE LORD SERVICE 
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Brass Choir Å Chancel Choir  
Hallelujah Choruses by Beethoven and Handel 

Rev. Ted Miller, Preaching 
Ray Salucka, Choir Director 

Neal Marple, Organist 
Karla Goettel, Soloist 

 

Easter Brunch 
9:00 - 10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Free Will Donation to support youth summer trips 
 

Flowering of the Cross 
10:00 a.m. in the Gathering Space 

You are invited to cover the cross with fresh flowers 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
11:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
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From the Pastor 
 

In February 2001, John Oros, Romanian Reformed Minis-
ter, spoke to an audience at Associated Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary about his experience as a church leader in Ro-
mania during the Communist era. 
 

ñDuring communism, many of us preached and people 
came at the end of a service, and they said, óI have de-
cided to become a Christian.ô ñ 
 

We told them, ñIt is good that you want to become a Chris-
tian, but we would like to tell you that there is a price to be 
paid. Why don't you reconsider what you want to do, be-
cause many things can happen to you.  You can lose, and 
you can lose big.ò͖ ͖
 

A high percentage of these people chose to take part in a 
three-month catechism class. At the end of this period, 
many participants declared their desire to be baptized. 
Typically, I would respond, ñIt is really nice that you want 
to become a Christian, but when you give your testimony 
there will be informers here who will jot down your name. 
Tomorrow the problems will start. Count the cost. Christi-
anity is not easy. It's not cheap. You can be demoted. You 
can lose your job. You can lose your friends. You can lose 
your neighbors. You can lose your kids who are climbing 
the social ladder. You can lose even your life.ò ͖
 

Let me tell you my joy when we looked into their eyes, and 
their eyes were in tears, and they told us, òIf I lose every-
thing but my personal relationship with my Lord Jesus 
Christ, it is still worth it.." 
 

We are a fortunate people.  Among the freedoms we value 
is the freedom to worship as we wish ï and therefore, 
though many of us are Christian, we choose to worship 
very little.  Such is life in America in the 21st Century.   
 

As we move into Holy Week we are confronted by the cost 
of discipleship.  Although the joy and enthusiasm was tre-
mendous as Jesusô procession entered the city on Palm 
Sunday, the mood of the crowds soon shifted.  There were 
few who stood by Jesus as he made his way through the 
trial, which would result in his crucifixion.  He went to the 
Cross alone.   
 

It is not necessary that we put our lives at risk to prove to 
God we are Christians.  Godôs love does not depend on 
what we do or do not do, but certainly it should give us 
pause to realize that our faith comes very inexpensively to 
us.  Perhaps the small cost to us to say we believe is also 
why many of us take our own religious practices for 
granted.   

In other times, in other places it would not be as easy to 
do so.  This is something to think about as we follow Je-
sus to the Cross and as we prepare to celebrate his Res-
urrection.  This is something to pray about. 
 

The victory of life over death through the power of Godôs 
love is achieved with a cost.  As we approach Easter 
every year, I ask myself what am I willing to pay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The oldest of the 

special offerings received by Protestant Churches of all 
sorts during this time of year is the One Great Hour of 
Sharing. 
 
1. This offering is designated for emergency relief of 

people and communities that are affected by natural 
or man-made disaster.  Food/shelter/medical supplies 
were all rushed to Haiti  and then Chile  through the 
Church World Services network.  All funded by One 
Great Hour of Sharing Contributions. 

 

2. The Hunger Program provides long term hunger relief, 
not only by supply of needed commodities but with 
programs to train individuals in fragile economic situa-
tions in improved growing techniques. 

 

3. Self Development of People provides micro loans and 
grants to individuals and groups who are seeking  

 support for life improvement projects that are self 
started and governed such as communal well  

 programs, grain mills, or production of goods from 
available raw materials. 

 
We know that money does not solve all the problems of 
the poor, whether in this country or overseas, but we also 
know that our sharing of ourselves for those for whom a 
helping hand or an immediate response in crisis will make 
all the difference in their survival is a cause which is ap-
propriate to support during our Lenten Season.  There will 
be special envelops in the pews starting on Palm Sunday. 

One Great  Hour of Sharing  
Offering Received  

During Easter Season 
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 Faith and Life Study  
to Explore the Reformation 

 

April - May - 2010 
 

άReformed and Always Reformingò is one of the watchwords of 
the Reformed Movement in theology ï and of those of us in the 
Protestant Church who call ourselves Calvinists.   
(Presbyterians are squarely in that group.) 
 

There is much which is misunderstood about Calvinôs ideas and 
his theological contributions to the Presbyterian church ï mostly 
around the question of ñPredestination.ò   Even if you are not an 
historian or particularly well read in the discipline of theology, 
this series will be of interest to you. 
 
 April 14:  The State of the Christian World 
  on the Eve of the Reformation 
 
 April 21: John Calvin on the Character of God 
  and on the Person and Work  
  of Jesus Christ 
 
 April 28: Calvin on the Church and Calvin  
  on the Human Condition 
 
 May 5: Calvin and Culture and Calvin 
  on the Social Order 
 
 May 12: Other Voices of the Reformation: 
  Luther, John Knox, and the Pilgrim Brothers 
   
 May 19: The Legacy of John Calvin; 
  The Reformed Tradition in our day 
 

The format will revolve around a DVD study released for the 
500th Anniversary of Calvin by the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and will foster discussion of ideas and theological precepts that 
are the basis for Presbyterian tradition and key to the lasting 
legacy of John Calvin and the Reformed tradition around the 
world.  Led by Revs. Heather Hayes and Ted Miller with special 
guest presentation by Ray Mentzer, professor of Reformation 
History at University of Iowa.   
 

The one hour sessions will begin at 7:00 PM on Wednesdays 
in the Gathering Space. 

FAITH AND LIFE STUDIES:  Faith and Life Studies emphasize 
the enriching of our faith and reflect on the relevance of this 
faith in our lives.  The goal in these studies is to encourage in-
teraction and sharing in the groups.  Our own church leaders 
share their insight and knowledge and direct discussions in-
spired by the presentation of National Christian leaders. 

April 11: Science and Religion 
William Klink, Univ. of Iowa Physics 
Is there a conflict?  What is the current debate? 
Are most scientists non-believers? 
Why or why not? 
 

April 18: The Universe 
Don Gurnett, Univ. of Iowa Astronomy 
Has the new ñCold Dark Matterò theory of the 
origin of the universe replaced the ñBig Bangò?  
What place do humans have in it? 
What evidence is there for life outside Earth? 
 
April 25: Jesus 
Howard Rhodes, Univ. of Iowa Religion 
What did Jesus say about the origin and 
purpose of human life? 
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Easter Breakfast  

The youth are at it again!  After a successful Pancake 

Brunch in February, we are getting ready to serve a de-

licious Easter morning breakfast.  The menu includes a 

variety of egg casseroles, bacon, sausage, fruit, donuts, 

and drinks.  Please come and enjoy the food and fellow-

ship of Easter morning and support our youth.  We are 

serving from 9:15 -10:15am. 
 

Youth Sunday  

On Sunday, April 25, the youth are looking forward to 

leading our morning Worship Service.  Please come and 

Worship with us.   
 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2010  
"For Such A Time As This"      

July 20 - July 24  

Every three years Presbyterian 

youth from all over the world con-

verge on Purdue University for a 

time filled with worship, study, con-

versation and fun, fun, fun!   Regis-

tration is due by April 30 with a 

$50 deposit.  Participant cost is 

$225 each (the actual cost is about $500 per partici-

pant, but we're hoping to fundraise the difference).  

Contact Robb for a registration sheet and any questions.  

It will be a great experience!  
 

Summer Church Camp  

Leave the familiar places of your life for the adventure 

and beauty of Camp Wyoming .   Campers will enjoy ac-

tivities like swimming, arts and crafts, games, hiking, 

campfires, and Bible studies.    Opportunities are abound 

within this environment to make new friends, have a ton 

of fun, promote stewardship, and grow in faith.   Camps 

offered for ages 5 -18 yrs old through -out the summer.  

Our Church will pay half of each camperõs fee.  Go to 

www.campwyoming.net for more info, or call Eileen or 

Robb.  Learn more at our Camp Sunday, April 11 during 

our Sunday School time in the Gathering Space.   

 

April 2  0  1  0  Y  o u t  h  N  e w s 
F i r s t    P r e s b y t e r i a n    C h u r c h  

 310 Fifth St SE  Church 319-364 -6148 www.fpccr.org  

 Cedar Rapids 52401 Robb cell 859 -559 -9112 robb@fpccr.org  

Lock- in  
All Middle and High School youth are invited to join  

us at church for an all night lock -in!  Bring running 

shoes, flashlights, sleeping bag, and pillow.  Starts  

9pm on Fri, April 16 ð ends 9am Sat morning.     
 

Middle & High School  

Youth Meetings  
The regular Sunday night meetings for Middle 

School and High School Youth are a great way for 

our youth to relax, share whatõs going on in their 

lives, discuss our faith as it relates to them, and 

have fun.  All Middle School and High School Youth 

and their friends are invited to join us.  We also 

have a free meal at 5:30pm for the youth to enjoy 

together (parents, please sign -up to provide this 

meal with Robb at robb@fpccr.org).  For our Youth 

meetings, please remember to use the 5 th  St en-

trance, call Robb at 859 -559 -9112 if no one is at the 

door.  
 

Youth Group Schedule  
 

Sun, Apr 4  8:30am Easter Sunday Worship  

9:15am  Easter Breakfast  

10:30am Easter Sunday Worship  

No Youth Group Meetings    
 

Sun, Apr 11 9:15am Summer Camp Sun School 

10:30am Worship  

4:30 -5:30pm  Middle School Youth  

  5:30 -6:00pm  Dinner  

  6:00 -7:30pm  High School Youth  
   

Fri, Apr 16  9:00pm  Lock -in  
 

Sun, Apr 18  9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Worship  

4:30 -5:30pm  Middle School Youth  

  5:30 -6:00pm  Dinner  

  6:00 -7:30pm  High School Youth  
 

Sun, Apr 25  9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Youth Sunday Worship  

No Youth Group Meetings    

http://www.campwyoming.net


April 2010 Page 5 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eggs, beautiful eggs are symbols of new life.  Hiding them is a 
fun way to celebrate Easter.   
 

The Annual First Presbyterian Easter Egg Hunt for children 
through grade 5 will take place right after the 10:30 am wor-
ship service. 
 
Hereôs the plan - 
 

Children meet with Eileen Kunz in the Gathering Space  
Parents hide the eggs 
Specific areas are assigned for the various age groups 

 

In the sanctuary 
Chancel (choir area) - - - - - - - - Children through 3 years old 
Left side (facing chancel)- - - - - 4 years through kindergarten 
Right side- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Grades 1 and 2 
 

Upstairs in chapel- - - - - - - - - -  Grades 3 - 5 
 

Easter baskets provided for each child to use while  
 searching for five Easter eggs 

Leaders guide kids to their designated areas 
Kids take the five eggs they found to the goodie bag area  

 (back of  sanctuary)  
Contents of eggs can be dumped into goodie bag.  Eggs can 
be placed in plastic bin. 

 
Thatôs the scoop! 
 

Everyone is invited to watch the fun as  
we celebrate the Resurrection. 

Childrenõs One Great Hour  
of Sharing Goal 

 

άWhen you feed the hungry and shelter the homeless, you help 

me.ò  Matthew 25:35 (paraphrased) 
 

When our children heard from the One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHOS) information that $350.00 can feed and provide 
shelter for one youth for one year, they 
said, ñThatôs our goal!ò 
 

Last year their goal was $160.00, but they 
went over their goal.  They gave $210.00 
to OGHOS.  They know they will have to 
save really hard to meet this yearôs goal.   
The children have gold sheets to record 
reasons they invented for putting money in their banks.  One 
reason mentioned last Sunday was putting coins in the bank 
equal to number of food items eaten on Saturday. 

 
Childrenôs Musical Rehearsals 

 

All our children are invited to participate in the Motherôs 
Day Musical.  Itôs not too late to join the rehearsals. 
 

SCHEDULE 
Sundays: 

 

During Sunday School 
April 11    9:00-9:30 
April 18   9:00-9:30 
April 25   9:00-9:30 
May 2   9:00-10:00 
 

After Childrenôs Sermon (during worship) 
April 11, April 18, May 2 

 

Dress Rehearsal - Saturday, May 8, 9:00-11:30 am 
Final Rehearsal - Sunday, May 9, 9:00 am 

 

The office will be closed 
Monday, April 5 

the day after Easter. 

Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Dates 
July 12 - 15 

9:00 - 11:30 am 
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Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, April 1 at 1:00pm in the 
church parlor.  Hostess will be Lois Batson, and Margaret Jack-
son will lead the discussion on the Book of John.  All FPC 
women are welcome.  For more information, please contact 
Marcia Jepsen at 364-2568 or e-mail at  cmjep-
sen@mchsi.com. 
 

Open Bridge, Monday, April 26, 9:30-11:30.  On the 4th Mon-
day of every month open bridge will be held in the church par-
lor.  All players are welcome, whether beginner level or experi-
enced.  No reservations necessary, just show up, play and 
have fun! 
 

Spirit Seekers: Due to popular demand, the Spirit Seekers are 
returning to the Irish Democrat, 3207 First Ave. SE, at 11:30AM 
on Friday, April 9.  Please call Gretchen Van Heukelom at 362-
1652 or  contact her at gvanheukelom@yahoo.com for reserva-
tions.  All First Pres gals are invited to join us.  
 

All First Presbyterian women are invited to the Ruth Circle 
Book Club meeting on Tuesday, April 20th at 1:00 pm at the 
home of Elizabeth Barry.  Our April book selection is The 
Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts.  Please come and join us 
for interesting and lively discussions. 
 

Isaac Behrens will present his senior piano recital Sunday, 
April 11, at 2 p.m. in our sanctuary.  His program will include 
music by Bach, Beethoven, Liebermann, and Moussorgsky. All 
are welcome! 

Session Notes 
 

The meeting was called to order by Moderator Miller at 7:01 
p.m.  Jim Sealy led devotions.  Ten elders were present. 
 

Bob Schley presented the financial reports and discussed the 
excess of expenses over receipts in February, largely due to 
payment of per capita.  A motion was made by Jim Sealy to 
create a separate line item in the Summary Statement for per 
capita payments.  The motion was seconded by DeEtta Ander-
sen and approved by voice vote. 
 

The regular session meeting in April will be moved to April 27 to 
discuss goals defined at the session retreat. 
 

The CE Board brought the Youth Committeeôs proposal for 
holding an Easter brunch with a free will offering to help finance 
mission trips and the summer youth trip to Triennium.  Ap-
proved by session. 
 

 Ryan Buresh discussed a mailing consisting of a cover letter 
and a copy of A Guide to Giving, a brochure to remind mem-
bers of planned giving opportunities to support the growth of the 
endowment. 
 

Upcoming events of the Fellowship Committee include: 
Å April 16 & 17 - Womenôs Retreat 
Å May 11 ï Presbytery Meeting at FPC.  Committee will host  
   meal.  
Å May 30 ï Fifth Sunday Potluck 
Å June or July ï Worship in the Park, date TBD 
Å August 22 ï Fall Kickoff 
Å August 29 ï Fifth Sunday Potluck 
Å October ï Fall Festival at the Gehringôs 
Å October 31 ï Fifth Sunday Potluck on Halloween 
    
Two baseball trips are planned for the summer, one to the 
CUBS on July 16 and one to the TWINS in June on Thursday 
the 17th. 
 

There will be a new-member informational gathering Saturday, 
April 10 at 9:00am.  Session members are urged to attend.  We 
hope to receive a few new members on April 11th. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing letter will be mailed March 22nd. 
Presbyterian Mission and Local Mission committees will have a 
joint meeting on Tuesday, April 6th. 
 

Discussion items from the Property Committee included: 
Å Dawn to dusk parking lot lights  
Å Replacement of the sound system 
Å New kitchen range 
Å Parking lot  sink holes & resurfacing of the parking lot 
Å Ad hoc committee to research beautification of the church  
Å Donation of a heavy duty sump pump to be used in the  
   event of flooding 
Å Exterior sign for the front of the church  
 

Worship & Music is trying to recruit new members and will be 
meeting in April.  A signup sheet was passed around for 
Maundy Thursday communion. 

Presbytery is planning a flood relief work day in Cedar Rapids 
on May 11, the day of Presbytery, and encourages FPC mem-
bers to volunteer ï this is part of a CWS coordinated relief ef-
fort.  
 

Plans are being made to continue interest based small groups 
through the summer months. 
 

The Meet & Eat lunch program is serving almost 200 people, 
including a group from Iowa State this week.  The program is 
financed through the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foun-
dation and the Local Mission Committee. 
 

Invite your neighbors to Palm Sunday worship service.  There 
will be two Easter services, 8:30 and 10:30 AM with brunch in 
between. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynda Barrow 

New Member Inquiry Class  
 

There will be a New Member Inquiry Class on Saturday, 
April 10 at 9:00 am.  Participants will have the  
opportunity to: 
 

Meet some members & leaders in our church 
Learn a little Presbyterian history and what makes us 
distinctive 
Find out about First Presbyterian Church in particular 

http://www.gvanheukelom@yahoo.com



