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First Presbyterian Church

Though the carols of Christmas still ring in the air and the snow continues to fall as | write
this, we are already looking forward to Lent and Easter at First Presbyterian! One of the
ideas that has been building momentum over the past few years is the development of
small groups in our congregation and now the time has come. Beginning on Ash
Wednesday and continuing through Easter, all congregation members will have the op-
portunity to participate in a church-wide small group program that will be complementing
our themes for Lent in worship.

In its earliest forms, we read of gatherings of Christians meeting in homes, sharing in fel-
lowship and prayer, caring for one another — the church. One can almost imagine, even
before the gospels were in written form, people assembling to share the stories of Jesus’
ministry and to reflect together in conversation what that witness meant for the living of
their own lives. Our lives as Christians involve relationships, both with God and with
other followers of Christ. It is in the building of relationships with one another and sharing
the journey of faith, that we can discover and deepen dimensions of our own faith life.
Participation in a small group allows a place for those relationships to grow in a way that
compliments the experience of community in a larger worship setting.

Participation in a small group also allows for fruitful, reflective conversation on a topic.
The particular curriculum that we will be using for our small groups during Lent is selec-
tions from the “Living the Questions” video series. This series invites consideration of
such themes as — How do we understand the life of faith? What does it mean to take the
Bible seriously? What does the resurrection mean for my life, or how do | practice resur-
rection living? These themes are presented from a progressive viewpoint, and are meant
not to answer but to invite questions and discussion amongst participants. Each week,
groups will consider a great theme of our Christian life which will build on our Sunday
worship. Our hope is the all of our members will take advantage of this time as a way to
grow both individually and as a congregation in our faith. To that end, we will be offering
groups in a variety of settings and at a variety of times to compliment various schedules
and commitments.

| encourage you, while you are making your New Year's resolutions, to resolve to partici-
pate in a small group during Lent this year. The commitment you make for those six
weeks will offer the benefits of real relationships and a broadened understanding of your
faith that will last for years to come.

Peace in the new year!

Heather



New Youth Director
Joins Our Staff

We are pleased to announce the hiring of a new Director of Youth Ministries. Robb Missall will be
starting as a member of our staff team on January 1st. Robb is a graduate of the University of Minnesota
where he received a BA in Recreation; he also has an MA in Public Administration from Hamline
University in St. Paul.

Aside from being a “Golden Gopher,” Robb has been Recreation Supervisor for the town of New Brigh-
ton, Minnesota and most recently, the Director of Youth and Christian Education at a Christian Church
Disciples of Christ in Harrodsburg, Kentucky. In that latter capacity he built a youth program that served
youth from throughout that community; taught confirmation classes, led mission trips and coordinated the
entire Christian Education program.

AS he says of himself, he is a people-oriented professional with expertise in planning and supervising
activities and events, managing budgets, providing supervision and leadership to other employees, recruiting and training volunteers,
creating promotional materials, and facility management.

Robb has a love for youth ministry, which the committee, chaired by Jill Ryder identified at once in their first interview. The commit-
tee, which has been searching since the beginning of the summer for the right person to fill this position, feels very positive about their
having taken the time to find the right candidate for the job in Robb Missall.

Robb will be working with both Middle School and Sr. High youth fellowship programs and teaching in the Sunday morning program.
He has already met the youth as a candidate for the position and will be pulling together the first meetings of youth and parents soon
in the new year.

Robb does have a family; his wife is a professor at University of lowa on the Psychology faculty and they have two young children
with another on the way. We look forward to welcoming them all to our church family in the very near future.

Thank you to the search team which found and brought Robb to us. Along with Jill Ryder, the committee consisted of Susan Baker,
Luann Astor, Spence Stigall, Gary Ellis, Dan Ottemoeller and Heather Hayes.

W
ANNUAL

MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Cedar Rapids has been
called by the Session for Sunday, January 31, 2010 after morning worship. The purpose of the
meeting:

e TO receive annual reports of the activi
« To r e v lemdWwnancial statgmerdsrof the congregation and the budget for 2010
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JUSTICE

SUNDAY MORNINGS @ 9:00

.f—:‘)

Jan 3: Crime and Punishment
District Corrections Director Gary Hinzman

Prison, halfway house, work release, probation, fine but no
time, juvenile detention, deleting crime records,

preventing sex offender from living near schools and day care -
when is each of these appropriate?

Jan 10: Abuse
Judge Susan Flaherty

Is abuse frequent? « What is done when it is brought to court? «
What is the most just punishment? ¢ Is prevention and/or
separation usually recommended?

Jan 17: Crime Prevention
Police Chief Greg Graham

Can crimes of violence be prevented? How? ¢ Is there a
difference between preventing an altercation between two
criminals attacking or shooting each other and an innocent
stranger from being attacked?

Jan 24: Conflict Resolution
Mediator/Attorney Steve Sovern

How does mediation work? ¢ Is it for personal conflicts as well
as business conflicts? « If it is so good, why is mediation not
used more often?

Jan 31: Proving Innocence
U of lowa Law School Attorney Brian Farrell

What is the “Innocence Project”? « Is DNA identification 100%
accurate? « What other new ways have been developed to
prove innocence? « Should evidence be rejected if not obtained
legally? « Even if it is only an accidental office error?

Forum:Contemporary, religious, and secular topics are pre-
sented and discussed in an insightful, adult, Christian context.
Classes held at First Presbyterian Church, 5th St & 3rd Ave SE,
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Session Notes

The meeting was called to order by Moderator Thomas E.S.
(Ted) Miller at 6:32 p.m.

Ten session members were present, along with Moderator
Miller, and clerk Laura Runkle. Associate Pastor Heather Hayes
was present for the second half of the meeting.

Committee Reports

Administration and Personnel and Finance, joiriblys-
ing allowance resolutions were presented to the

session. Jim Sealy moved that the housing allowance resolu-
tion for Thomas E.S. (Ted) Miller be adopted. Cindy Monroe
seconded. Carried on voice vote. Betsy Caszatt moved that the
housing allowance resolution for Heather Hayes be adopted.
Cindy Monroe seconded. Carried on voice vote.

Stewardshipdim Sealy mentioned that we are waiting on in-
formation from people who pledged for 2009, but have not yet
pledged for 2010. He also mentioned that many of those who
pledged have increased their giving.

Staff Reports

Associate Pastor Heather Hayes:

The youth and children of First Presbyterian will be
providing a very special pageant, with brunch served
afterwards to all. Cookies from the youth families have been
reserved as a youth mission fundraiser.

Senior Pastor Ted Miller:

Ted shared some from his visit to the Parliament of the World'’s
Religions in Melbourne, Australia, and emphasized how impor-
tant it is to be welcoming to each visitor. He spoke of how the
search for a new youth director is coming.

Meeting closed with prayer by Moderator Miller at 7:05 pm

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Runkle
Clerk

Dismantling of the Greens

Help! We need as many hands as possible to meet at the
church at 8:30am on Wednesday, January 6 to take down the
Christmas decorations. Plan to stay for lunch!

Congregational Potluck
Sunday, January 31, 2009
Fellowship Hall

(following Worship & prior to
Annual Meeting)

A meat dish and dessert will be
provided. Please bring a salad or
vegetable dish to share.
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Lessons and Learnings Women'’s Retreat April 16-17

During January, Sunday school for children and middle school Kindred Sisters
youth will focus on John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism and - .
Temptation AWhere you go, I owi || go. ..
o _ your God my God. o Ruth 1:1
Learning concepts include: . _ _ _ . o
. God calls us to be bJansthisApd tgconpeg witypursigters i faith, ranpwe  Go d -
children. your body, mind and spirit, and deepen your walk with God. A

«The Spirit of God af fi rlifnereireatwit tiewomen gf Wastwinster yesbyteday * s s o n
« The symbol of the dove represents the Holy Spirit. Church, Friday night will be hosted at our church with dinner, a
- Baptism represents a pledge by parents and the ~ Movie and conversation. On Saturday Westminster will be

congregation that lives of baptized persons are hosting, and you will have the opportunity to choose from a
dedicated to living a life pleasing to God. variety of workshops on everything from massage and medita-
« Jesus was obedient to God and did not give in to tion to baking kolaches and gardening. Peppered throughout,
temptation. we will look at the ways in which the lives and faith of Biblical
« We can turn to God for strength when we are women can still speak to us today.
tempted. Begin planning now to join us, and friends are always
welcome!

January Youth News

Our new year with the new Director of Youth Ministries, Robb

Elder & Deacon Training

Missall, kicks off on January 3¢. Join us to get a great start in Elders and Deacons mark your calendars for January 23rd
2010. The schedule that evening will be same, but be watching when we will be holding officer training. This is an opportunity
your mail, your email, Facebook and your phone for more Janu- for both incoming, newly elected officers and those seasoned
ary events as they are planned. veterans who will be continuing their service to the church this
Thanks to all who contributed cookies to the Youth Group year. We will be discussing leadership within the context of the
Sweet Shop on December 20t. We made over $200 at the church, as well as the reorganization of the Deacons and the
event. It's a long way to Triennium, but we've got a start! injplertm?entation of the suggestions for the Five in “10. Don't
miss it!
Fe”OWShlp and FUﬂ Sarah Circlaill meet Thursday, January 7 at 1:00pm in the

church parlor. Barbara Hughes is hostess and Marcia Jepsen
will lead the discussion on the Book of John. All FPC women
are welcome. If you have questions, please contact Marcia
Jepsen at 364-2568 or e-mail at

cmijepsen@mchsi.com.

Are you in your 20's? ...30’s? ...still like to be considered part of
that age group? On January 23rd, Heather will be

hosting a gathering at her home for good eats and good con-
versation. Along the way, we'll talk about what types of activi-
ties and events you would like to see at First Presbyterian
Church. We'll start the evening at 6:00. Bring an hors d’oeuvre Open Bridge, Monday, January 25-Bt30n the 4th Mon-
to share. day of every month open bridge will be held in the church par-
lor. All players are welcome, whether beginner level or experi-
enced. No reservations necessary, just show up, play and
have fun!

To the Congregation,

Thank you so much for the money yo
have all raised to help the VISTA lungh
program continue. Deb and Joan arg a
true treasure, especially for being abl

=y

Spirit Seekerwill meet for lunch on Friday, January 8 at 11:30
A.M. at Biaggi's Ristorante Italiano, 320 Collins Rd. NE. Please
phone Gretchen Van Heukelom at 362-1652 or contact her at

11°]

to accommodate some of our special| www.gvanheukelom@yahoo.com for reservations. All First

dietary needs. Your support is incredi- Pres gals are welcome.

ble and I know | speak for everyone . s : ,

when | say what youdyv ghur(aqgﬂsgg Ppliggipce thg winter vegther is upon us,
We wouldTike toremind everyone of our weather-related closing

above and beyond. policy. If the Cedar Rapids Community School District cancels

| wish you all the best this season andl a classes, the church will automatically be closed. That means

wonderful New Year. the Linn Community Food Bank and the Thrift Shop will not be
open. Foster Care Review Board and meetings scheduled to

Than_k you, take place at the church will be cancelled.

Gabrielle Read Hess

VISTA
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http://www.gvanheukelom@yahoo.com

112 Jean Arthurs 1113
112 Bruce Bjorseth 113
112 Jim Herbert 113
112 Emily Leaverton 113
112 Kendra Smiley 1115
112 John Wagor 116
113 Ed Cook 1116
113 Susan Gehring 117
113 Eric Stark 117
1/4 Mary Beth Furnish 117
1/5 Mindy Olson 1118
1/5 Marty Smith 118
17 Albert Christophersen 118
117 Max Proctor 118
117 Mark Winder 1118
1/8 Jack Walters 119
119 Tom Riley 119
1/10  Robert Fluent 1119
1/11  Billie Rusher 119
1112 Bill Wood, Jr. 1120
Anniversaries
113 Bob & Shirley Fisher, 66 years
1/6 Jim & Kim Vermeer, 31 years
1/8 Chris & Margaret Contard, 33 years
1/13  Pat & Minnie Dreibelbis, 7 years
1/20  Brian & Sharon Hallstoos, 11 years
1/21  Tom & Nan Riley, 58 years
1122 Dick & Margaret Jackson, 54 years
1122 Nick & Nancy McRoberts, 10 years
1122 Tim & Katie Virden, 33 years
1124 Rich & Ellen Hull, 40 years
1/25  Chuck & Frances Sessions, 7 years
1128  Wally & Jean Arthurs, 32 years

January Fellowship Hosts

The following are scheduled to host Fellowship in

January:

Jan3

Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 24

Jan 31
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Joanne Johnson, Jane Looker, Rod &
Betsy Caszatt

Jackie Harrington, Judy Doherty,

John & Cindy Monroe

Don & Irene Hamous, Dave & Ethel
Knutson

Pat Lusted, Barb Kean, Denny & Karla
Goettel

Annual Meeting; Lunch

Birthdays

Catherine Crew 1121  Dave Hayes
Ellen Fisher 1121 Ruth Ann Herbert
Lisa Morris 1122 John Baseler
Nicole Shaw 1122 Charlotte Pence
Nicholas Monroe 1123 Catherine Basile
Caroline Gehring 1125  Steve Goettel
Mike Saluri 1/25  Devon O'Donnell
Steven Davis 1126 Mary Ellen Horak
Willis Lamb 1126 Coleen Myers
Brian Westcott 1/26  Lindsay Poe
Joanne Johnson 1127 Grant Bramel
Ethel Knutson 1127 Hunter Rohling
Betty Shearer 1127 Kurt Rohling
Pauline Weber 1128  Katie Roy
Bannock Wensel 1128  Kim Vermeer
Timothy Courtright 1129  Pat Reed

Lydia Mexas 1/29  Brandon Thompson
Timothy Van Deest 1/30  Robert Courtright
Emily Van Heukelom 1131 Nick Basile
Gabriel Orris 1131 Micah Jauhiainen

Annual Report

Committee Reports for
the Annual Report need
to be e-mailed to
cathy@fpccr.org by
January 12. Please do not
submit handwritten
reports.

Thank you

January 2010



News and Views
At t he Heart

First Presbyterian Church
310 Fifth Street Southeast
Cedar Rapids, lowa 52401

Staff & e-mail

SENIOR PASTOR
Ted Miller, tesm@fpccr.org

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Heather Hayes, heather@fpccr.org

of

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Eileen Kunz, eileen@fpccr.org

MUSIC COORDINATOR/ORGANIST
Neal Marple, neal@fpccr.org

CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Ray Salucka, RSalucka@aol.com

YOUTH DIRECTOR
Robb Missall, rob@fpccr.org

TREASURER
Joan Riley, joan@fpccr.org

FACILITIES SUPERVISOR
Eric Stark, eric@fpccr.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Cathy Loshbaugh, cathy@fpccr.org

RECEPTIONIST
Virginia Lyttle, virginia@fpccr.org

Contact Us

Phone: 319-364-6148
Fax: 319-364-2110
Web: www.fpccr.org
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