
August 2010 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

Whew!  Summer seems to be flying by.  Now it is so muggy.  Too much rain!  Too hot!  We wait so long for it to come and with such 
anticipation that it would be hard to meet all our expectations. 
 

I suppose that is really the case with everything worth doing in life.  We plan and we have hopes and expectations and often things 
turn out differently ï often not what we hoped, and then many times, better than we could have ever dreamed. 
 

I know that I had not expected to spend a good part of this summer meeting with search committees to find replacements for our 
Music staff.  We had about the best you could ever find in Ray and Neal.  Now we have to start over. 
 

I want to report to you that already I am building high expectations again because we have found a new director for our choir who will 
also serve as Coordinator of Music, which includes working with the music for the new early service and reconstituting the bell choir.  
The person we have hired is named Fred Kiser ï you will see a more detailed introduction elsewhere in this newsletter.  Let me just 
say that he was the unanimous choice of our search committee and we are very enthusiastic about his starting with us ï August 1st. 
 

The search continues for a new organist and we have already received some excellent resumes of potential candidates and are 
looking for others as that search continues. 
 

As most of you are aware, one of the goals for this summer was to design and prepare for a new, second worship service.  Many 
people have been involved in that process to date and it looks like we have a plan in place that will start September 12th. 
 

Let me remind you of our objectives for a second service.  They are: 
Reach families and individuals who are not currently attending First Presbyterian Church. 
Provide for a shorter morning for families with small children. 
Add an alternative worship experience while keeping the current ñ10:30ò (Full Choir and Traditional liturgy) experience 
unchanged. 
Provide a choice of worship times. 
Provide worship venue for exposure to different music and worship styles (Jazz, Taizé, International, Iona, etc.) 
Provide opportunity for increased lay (adult and youth) leadership in planning and leading worship/music. 

 

We think we have met our objectives by starting the Early Service at 9:00 AM on Sundays.  Childrenôs Church School will start at  
9:30 AM, Youth Church School and Forum at 9:50, and the Second Service will be at 11:00 with Fellowship occurring between the 
two services providing an opportunity for the meeting and mixing of those who are on different morning schedules before the later 
service. 
 

We have already identified a group of people who will be part of the Worship Team, working with Fred Kiser, Heather Hayes and me 
to design the Early Service worship experience.  It will be a shorter service, utilizing instrumental music, small singing groups, 
different sorts of liturgy but all will be consistent with the traditional style of worship which has been our custom at First Presbyterian. 
 

Just a note: Nothing is Cast in Stone.  There is every expectation that we will be making changes as we go along.  There will be 
adjustments to be made by everyone, but most of all we hope that this new schedule will appeal not only to our own worshipping 
congregation, but also to some who have not yet found us and are looking for a church home for themselves and their family. 
 

This new schedule will launch on September 12.  I hope you will support all of us who  
have been part of the design and planning of this new schedule with your prayers and  
participation.    
 
Thank you. 
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Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 
 

Aug. 22: John Lemos, Coe College Professor of 
 Philosophy 
 Ethics of Killing 
 What are some of the philosophical theories of 
 right conduct? 

Do they ever justify the killing of human beings? 
If so, under what conditions? 

 
 

Aug. 29 Mary Ducey, Mount Mercy College Professor of 
 Philosophy 
 Plato-Aristotle-Augustine 
 How have they shaped our attitudes toward the 
 taking of human life?  
  Does current  understanding of social 
 development contradict their rationale? 
 
 
Sept. 5 Matt Hill, U of IA Professor of Anthropology  
 Prehistoric Cultures in America 
 Did their acceptability of killing effect their 
 prosperity and evolution? 

Forum 

Contemporary, religious, and secular topics are presented and 
discussed in an insightful, adult, Christian Context.  Sessions 
are held downstairs in the Wernimont Room. 

 
 
 

Fred C. Kiser 
Appointed  

Choir Director  
and Music 

Coordinator.   
 
  
 
 
 

Bob Latham, Chair of the Search Committee, reported to 
the Session at its July meeting that the committee had 
unanimously chosen to offer the position to Fred Kiser.   
Fred is an alum of Bradley University with a B.A. in Vocal 
Performance, University of Missouri with an Masters in 
Choral Conducting, and will be completing his Doctorate in 
Choral Conducting and Pedagogy from University of Iowa 
this fall. 
 

He is currently Artistic Director and conducts the Cedar 
Rapids Concert Chorale.  Last year he was an interim 
Instructor of Music and conducted the UNI Singers and 
the UNI Varsity Menôs Glee Club at the University of 
Northern Iowa. 
 

Fred was Director of Music and Worship at Shueyville 
United Methodist Church from 2006 through 2009.  He 
has other church experience both in Missouri and 
Tennessee. 
 

The committee was thrilled about his experience and after 
a sample rehearsal session with our choir, he was chosen 
for the position.  Aside from his roll as Choir Director, Fred 
will be reorganizing the Bell Choir and will serve as 
Coordinator of Music for both worship services.  Fred 
plays keyboard, including organ and has often appeared 
as Tenor Soloist.  Fred has two young sons and lives with 
his wife and children in Ely.   He will begin on August 1st. 
 
 

On August 22, 29 and September 5, we will worship 
at 10:30 AM - Adult Forum will take place at 9:00 AM - 
there will be ñOne Room School Houseò for children in 
Sunday School at 9:00 as well. 
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FPC Homecoming 
This Yearôs Theme Is... 

Sunday  

August 22, 2010  

Greene Square Park  

Schedule  

 

9:00  Forum 
 Exhibits checked in 
9:15 Exhibits open 
 Activities & contests begin 
10:15 Hymn sing 
10:30 Worship (Greene Square 
 Park) 
11:15 Talent Show 
 Set up food 
11:30 Picnic 
 New member recognition 
 Dessert auction 

There will be  

contests too!  

 

 Wagon Pull 

 Cake Walk 

 Rubber Chicken  

 Throwing 

 Husband Calling 

 Mom Calling 

 Joke Telling          

 ʾ Cow Chip 
Throwing  

Exhibits  

 

You are invited to  

exhibit your produce - 

Just like at the fair. 

 

'ÁÒÄÅÎȭÓ "ÅÓÔ - bring your 
finest and/or biggest   sam-
ples of fruits, vegetables or 
flowers. 

A Stitch in Time - display 
your best sewing project. 

Fresh From the Garden - 
bring your finest example 
of a baked good. 

Photo Finish - display your 
photography or artwork. 

Poultry & Pigs - bring your 
home raised farm animals 
or stuffed animals for      
display. 

Food Stand  

 

Sno-Cones    

Cotton Candy 

Food on a Stick 

Please Bring  

 

Folding Chairs 

Side dish to share at the 
picnic 

Own table service 

Come dressed for the fair 

(overalls, neck bandana,  

John Deere gear) 

Join us as we start our Sunday school year with   
fun, food and games. 



August 2010 Page 4 

 

August Y  o u t  h  N  e w s 
F i r s t    P r e s b y t e r i a n    C h u r c h  
    310 Fifth St SE  Church 319-364 -6148 www.fpccr.org  

    Cedar Rapids, 52401 Robb cell 859 -559 -9112 robb@fpccr.org  

 

We had a great time in Chicago in late June! We worked at the 

Aspire ReSale Shop, Misericordia, and The Greater Chicago Food 

Bank.  We also ate well and had fun exploring the city.  Trip 

participants included:  Taylor Courtright, Kyle Greenlee, Patrick 

Hale, Robb Missall, Libby Miller, Elena Rasmussen, Rylie Frese, 

Anna Ryder, and Amy Brause.  

The following are some quotes from the youth on the trip.  Libby Miller said òMisericordia was my favorite 

because it filled my heart with a joy I have never experienced before.ó  Anna Ryder said òI really enjoyed going to 

the concert with the residents of Misericordia.  It was definitely the highlight of my trip.ó  Rylie Frese said òI 

felt like I helped out the most at the ReSale Shop because we saw people buying the stuff that we had just put 

out and we went through tons of bags of clothing.ó   
 

Triennium at Purdue Review  
Wow!  We really enjoyed the variety of experiences that 

Triennium offered us.  We worshiped daily with 5000 youth, a 

band, and dynamic scriptures and sermons that really made us 

think.  We participated in events and games that were tons of 

fun.  We had small group experiences to learn and share our 

faith.  We mixed and mingled with youth from all over the US 

and the world. And we had fun and with our own group!  
 

Our group included (Tenulle and Isabella from Brazil), Carly Ryder, 

Garrett Rasmussen, Amy Brause, Amanda Brause, Anna Ryder, Brian 

Crew, Katie Hale, (Beth, Lucas, Meghan, and Cara 

from Lone Tree and Washington), Emily Baker, 

Kyle Greenlee, and Heather Hayes.   

 

We hope to share more 

about our trips in Worship 

sometime soon!  Thank you 

for supporting our Youth!  

 

Chicago Mission Trip Review  

http://www.fpccr.org
http://www.fpccr.org/
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=8&view=global&subj=2394269583&pid=47687998&id=14828015&oid=2394269583
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=all&subj=2394269583&aid=-1&pid=1252465&id=1450232260&oid=2394269583

