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FROM THE PASTOR 

 
I have often said that the music of the Sunday morning worship is what affords me, as a minister leading worship, the time to worship 
myself.  Thomas Troeger, a Presbyterian minister while preaching at Yale recently made a statement that lets me know that I am not 
alone in this. 
 

éI have come to church fragmented and exhausted, sometimes from grief, sometimes from tragedies that overtook friends, 
sometimes from the brutal atrocities committed by warring nations and raceséThen the organ began to play; sometimes it was a soft, 
slow piece on a flute stop, sometimes it was big and brashé[the sounds of church music sung or played during worship] had the 
character of transfiguring light in the darkness of my soul.  It gathered up the fragments of my being into a pattern of resilience, 
renewed energy, and hope. (Troeger is quoted by Martin Marty in Context.) 
 

As our wonderful choir concluded the last few rousing lines of the anthem on Pentecost, it was all that I could do to staunch the tears.  
Our choir has reached such wonderful heights under the direction of Ray Salucka.  Now, we have to bid him farewell ï at least as our 
Choir Director.  Having struggled with his health for a year or so, it has become clear that his continuing was going to complicate his 
life further, and so we agreed to accept his resignation. 
 

I know that our music program means as much to you as it does to me so I want to assure you that the search for someone to fill 
Rayôs position has already begun.  Bob Latham is chairing the search with other members of the Administration and Personnel 
Committee, Sally Brause, Dave Gehring, Betsy Kutter; joined by two choir members, Laura Behrens and Randy Reynolds to fill out 
the team.  We have already received a couple of resumes as word of mouth has spread the news of Rayôs leaving.  (If you have a 
suggested candidate, please donôt hesitate to contact Bob Latham or email me.) 
 

We are convinced that we will be able to find someone of equal caliber to Ray and we wonôt stop until we do.  Our music is part of our 
identity as First Presbyterian, part of our history. 
 

Continuing on that note, let me address another, tangential issue.  You will note from the Session Minutes in this newsletter that the 
Session voted to launch a second Sunday morning worship service in the fall.  I am convinced that it is important for us to have 
worship alternatives, both in schedule and style, in order to meet the needs of potential new members.  We are the only one of our 
sister churches on 3rd Avenue which has only one service.  We need to do something to see if we cannot attract more visitors; doing 
nothing does not make sense, so we are going to try a new Sunday morning schedule and do so for sufficient time to give it a good 
test.  The details are not yet set, so I have no announcement here as to what the schedule will be. 
 

However, in the light of our now searching for new music staff, I wanted to assure you all that we are not contemplating a radical 
change in music for this second service.  It will be a more informal service, but based each week on the same sermon topic as the 
traditional service.  Music will usually not be provided by the choir.  This service will give us the opportunity to tap some of the 
wonderful instrumental and vocal talents of our congregation and our community.  Worship experiences at the new service will reflect 
the same kind of thought desire for quality presentation, as has always been our practice.  We will use different genres from time to 
time, such as Taize or International music, folk music or jazz; but we do not expect extensive use of praise choruses.  We will not be 
departing far from our traditional roots ï the service will be very much like many of our summer worship services have been for years. 
Thank you for your concern and your prayers for this new venture and for the task of filling out our music staff.  We are going to miss 
Ray Salucka very much, but we anticipate a fruitful summer of searching and planning and expect some excitement as we return to a 
full schedule in the fall. 
 

Have a wonderful summer, donôt forget our communion worship in Bever Park on 
July 18th this summer and our weekly gatherings for worship here at First Presbyterian  
at 9:30 AM.  Peace, 
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Until We Meet Again, 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is with deep regret that I resign my position as Chancel 
Choir Director at First Presbyterian Church. The past three 
years have been a joy as the Chancel Choir is simply one 
of the finest groups of people I have ever had the privilege 
of working with. It has been an honor to serve as their 
director and it has been an honor to lead the choral music 
ministry for this wonderful congregation.  Not only are you 
ñin the heart of the city,ò but it many ways you have been 
to me, ñTHE heart of the city.ò 
 
My work at the church has been a labor of love and I will 
cherish our time together. I had hoped that I would be able 
to continue in this position for a long time, serving as 
director after my eventual retirement from Kirkwood but it 
was not to be. Health issues have made it important for 
me to simplify my life and to reduce my schedule. I do 
hope to continue to bring the Kirkwood Choirs to the 
church from time to time and to perhaps even do a 
combined concert at some point in the future. We have 
created a very positive partnership and I would like to see 
that grow and develop. 
 
I would like to thank all of the staff for their support and 
especially would like to thank Ted Miller who has been 
absolutely wonderful to work with. I will miss seeing you all 
every week and sharing the talents of the Chancel Choir 
with you, but promise to return on occasion to worship 
with you and even to help out when needed. 
 
Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world to you 
Deep peace of Christ to you, 
 
May the peace and love of Christ be a shining presence in 
your life, 
 
Ray Salucka 
 

Music for Summer Worship 
  

While choirs take a well-deserved break in the summer, 
music at First Presbyterian continues.  Summer offers 
opportunities for singers and instrumentalists to share 
their talents in solos and small groups and includes 
returning college students and special guests.  Every 
month the music is varied in style from modern to 
classical, to jazz; something for everyone.   
 

June has filled up with musicians not only from the 
FPC congregation, but outside students and 
professionals.  There are still openings in July and August 
for those interested in participating and contributing 
their music to the worship experience.  Contact Neal 
Marple by email at nmarple@gmail.com, or by phone at 
319.393.3008.  
  

Music Scheduled for June 
Reminder: Summer Worship is at 9:30 a.m. 
 

June 6 ï The FPC Women's Quartet becomes a Trio for 
the first Sunday in June.  Varied selections for a capella 
and accompanied voices will be presented.  The full  
Quartet will return for the last Sunday in the summer  
series. 
 

June 13 & 20 -   Music will be provided by the faculty and 
students from the Five Seasons Chamber Summer  
Festival.  The professional musicians who work in various 
states in the U.S.A. will be in Cedar Rapids to lead the 
week-long music festival for students.  Performances will 
include duets for violin and viola, harp and violin, string 
quartet, and a special guest violinist from the Czech  
Republic will be presented.   
 

June 27 ï The Jazz Service is set to return to FPC.  
Details are still in the works and more information will be 
provided in the Sunday announcements in early June.  

Worship in the Park 
 

July 18 at 9:30 AM 
Red Oak Pavilion at Bever Park 

 

The Riverbotton Ramblers will provide music.  The 
group plays banjo, guitar, mandolin and upright bass, 
with great vocals and three-part harmony.  Bring your 
lawn chairs! 
 

Worship will be followed by a potluck picnic. 

mailto:nmarple@gmail.com
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June & July Y  o u t  h  N  e w s 
F i r s t    P r e s b y t e r i a n    C h u r c h  
    310 Fifth St SE  Church 319-364 -6148 www.fpccr.org  

    Cedar Rapids, 52401 Robb cell 859 -559 -9112 robb@fpccr.org  

 

Lost Island Waterpark  
Join us to kick the summer off with a splash!  All 

youth, and kids, and friends, and parents are invited 

to join us.  Cost $20.00 plus spending money.   Tues, 

June 15, depart Church (weõll carpool) at 9:30am, 

return around 6:00pm.   Donõt miss the fun!  
 

Youth Group Schedule  
 

Tues, June 15 9:30am-5:30pm Lost Island  

 Waterpark,  

Cost $20, all are invited!  
 

Wed, June 16  7:30 -9:00pm MS /HS meet at Ellis 

Park Sand Volleyball court  
 

Sun, June 20  9:30am Worship  

 Happy Fatherõs Day!   
 

Wed, June 23  7:30 -9:00pm MS /HS meet at Ellis 

Park Sand Volleyball court  
 

Sun, June 27  9:30 Worship  

 11:00 Leave for Chicago Mission Trip  
 

Wed, June 30  7:00pm Return Chicago Mission Trip  
 

Sun, July 4  9:30am Worship  

 Happy 4th of July!  
 

Wed, July 7  7:30 -9:00pm MS/HS meet at Ellis  

 Park Sand Volleyball court  
 

Sun, July 11 9:30am Worship  

 10:30am-11:30pm Adventureland Trip  

 Cost $25, all are invited  
 

Wed, July 14  7:30 -9:00pm MS/HS meet at Ellis  

 Park Sand Volleyball court  
 

Sun, July 18  9:30am Worship  
 

Tues, July 20  7:00am Leave for Triennium!  
 

Sat, July 24  8:00pm Return from Triennium  
 

Sun, July 25  9:30am Worship  
 

Wed, July 28  7:30 -9:00pm MS/HS meet at Ellis  

 Park Sand Volleyball court  

  Chicago Mission Trip  

For all middle school youth.  Our mission work will 

include volunteering at Misericordia, the Aspire 

ReSale Shop, the Greater Chicago Food Depository, 

and more.  Weõll also have time to take in some 

cultural attractions, eat out, and have fun.  

June 27 ð 30, cost $180 . 
 

Presbyterian Youth  

Triennium 2010  
July 20 - July 24  

Every 3 years Presbyterian youth 

from all over converge on Purdue 

University for a time filled with 

worship, study, conversation and 

fun, fun, fun!   Registration is due 

ASAP with a $50 deposit.  

Participant cost is $225 each (the actual cost is 

about $500 each, but we're hoping to fundraise the 

rest).  It will be a great experience ! 
 

Pink Flamingos are coming!   
 

The youth are planning a pink flamingo fundraiser  

this summer.  Youõll have the opportunity to flamingo 

a friendõs yard, unknown to them until itõs too late!  

Watch for more  

info coming soon  
in the Sunday 

Bulletins!  

 

 

Adventureland  
All youth and friends are invited to join us.  Cost $25.00 

plus spending money.  Sun, July 11, depart Church (weõll 

carpool) at 10:45am, return 11:30pm.  Call Robb or the 

church office to sign up.  Itõll be a blast! 
 

Ellis Park Get - togethers  
All Middle & High School youth and friends are invited to 

join us on Wed nights 7:30 -9:00pm to catch up and hang 

out this summer.  

http://www.fpccr.org
http://www.fpccr.org/
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Historic 
Presbyterian 
Mission:  
Education in 
Pakistan 

 

 
 

The Executive Director of the Presbyterian Education Board in 
Pakistan, Veeda Javaid, will visit our congregation on Sunday, 
June 27.  She will speak briefly in worship, and at a brunch 
reception following the service.  Jane Cranston, a member of 
First Presbyterian Church in Iowa City, will accompany her. 
 

Veeda Javaid, who was educated at Presbyterian mission 
schools, now oversees 12 Presbyterian schools in Pakistan, 
plus four boarding houses, or hostels.  The schools serve 
students up through high school.  First Presbyterian Church in 
Iowa City has funded two buildings for one of those schools, a 
general purpose library/lab/meeting hall, and a dormitory.  
That school is located in Pasrur, a rural town two hours north 
of Lahore, the capital city. 
 

The Presbyterian schools in Pakistan were founded by 
missionaries in the mid 1800ôs, and educated Muslim and 
Christian students together until the schools were nationalized 
in 1972.  In 1998, the government under former President 
Pervez Musharraf, a graduate of a Presbyterian college in 
Pakistan, began returning the schools to the churches. The 
schools offer a model of tolerance, educating students 
together regardless of religion, caste, or color, while 
sustaining a proud history of educational excellence. 
 

As with many of the schools, most of the students in the 
Pasrur school are Muslims.  Christians in Pakistan are a small 
minority, about one percent of the population, and 
predominantly rural and poor.  Literacy rates are very low, 
especially for females, who face daunting restrictions.  There 
are few rural schools for girls beyond the 5th grade, and 
traveling to and from school is both expensive and unsafe. 
 

In 2006, First Presbyterian in Iowa City raised the funds to 
build a hostel in Pasrur able to house 100 girls.  Although the 
school in Pasrur educates both local Muslims and Christians, 
only Christian girls live in the hostel.  Living on campus 
provides the only safe opportunity for rural girls to attend high 
school.  And because their families are the poorest of the 
poor, scholarships are essential.  Jane Cranston coordinates 
the effort to fund 100 scholarships every year, at $420 apiece.  
Each scholarship pays a yearôs room, board, and education 
for one girl, at a mere $1.15 per day.  Our mission committee 
funded one scholarship for the current school year.  Additional 
contributions are always welcomed. 

Veeda Javaid with first admitted girls 

Sarah 

 Hale 

Kristopher 

Keuseman 

Kyle & Kristen 

Wilcox 

 A Cedar Rapids native, Kristen is returning to the 
area with her husband Kyle and their two children, 
Aiden and Abby.  Kyle practices law with Simmons 
Perrine Moyer Bergman , while Kristen is employed 
by U.S. Bank. 

New Members Received on May 23 

Sarah has been finishing up the school year in  
Northfield, Minnesota as middle school and senior 
high art teacher.  She is looking forward to relocating 
in the Cedar Rapids area as circumstances allow. 

Kristopher moved to Cedar Rapids last year from 
Northfield, Minnesota where he taught at St. Olaf.  
Now he is teaching chemistry at Mt. Mercy and  
enjoying Iowaôs warmer ñsouthernò temperatures. 


