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FROM THE PASTOR 
 

In business circles you often hear references to an ñelevator speech,ò which is meant to be a succinct summation of your 
business/mission/enterprise in words that make it understandable to someone who has never heard of you before.  

Another term for elevator speech is ñmission statement.ò 

 

In one of the sessions of the Living the Questions study which many of us undertook during Lent this year, John Crossen, 
a biblical scholar and theologian suggests four questions which, when considered, might help any one of us to develop our  
ñelevator speechò about First Presbyterian.  I have elaborated on his questions with the hope of provoking some thoughts 

from you. 

 

1. What is the character of your God?  Is your god one who is patient and loving or is your god a disciplinarian who is 
looking at the way you obey the rules?  Where on that kind of spectrum do you understand God to be?  Is God 

active in our lives or a loving but passive observer? 

 

2. What is the content of your faith?  What is it that you believe about the nature of the world and humanity in the 
light of God ï what does God want of you?  Does God have a concern for the way we relate to each other or is the 

relationship mostly vertical between the individual and the divine. 

 

3. What is the function of your church?   Why is it that you come together?  Is it a social institution as well as 
spiritual?  Is it primarily for mission?  Is it for chaplaincy services ï baptisms, marriages and funerals?  Does your 

church symbolize anything to the community?  If so, what? 

 

4. What is the purpose of your worship?  How does worship affect your life?  Is it a place to ñforget your troubles and 
get happy?ò  Is worship a time in your weekly routine for introspection or a time to focus primarily on God?  Is 

worship above all for the heart or spirit or is it also meant to address the mind? 

 

The Session is in the process of looking at all the ideas that were generated last fall during the ñ5 in 10ò stewardship 

campaign ï committees are setting goals and creating objectives to be accomplished in the next year or so. 

 

Underneath all of this categorizing and prioritizing is this issue of our elevator speech ï who are we and why are we here?  

Well worth thinking and praying about, I think. 

 

                                                                                                                    Peace, 
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Faith and Life Study  

to Explore the Reformation 
 

April - May - 2010 
 

ñReformed and Always Reformingò is one of the watchwords 
of the Reformed Movement in theology ï and of those of us 
in the Protestant Church who call ourselves Calvinists.   
(Presbyterians are squarely in that group.) 
 
There is much which is misunderstood about Calvinôs ideas 
and his theological contributions to the Presbyterian church ï 
mostly around the question of ñPredestination.ò   Even if you 
are not an historian or particularly well read in the discipline 
of theology, this series will be of interest to you. 

  
 May 5: Calvin and Culture and Calvin 
  on the Social Order 
 
 May 12: Other Voices of the Reformation: 
  Luther, John Knox, and the Pilgrim Brothers 
   
 May 19: The Legacy of John Calvin; 
  The Reformed Tradition in our day 
 

 
May 2: Buddhism 

David Ard, Mount Mercy Religion 
What do Buddhists believe about the origin and 
purpose of human life? 

May 9: Paul Tillich 
 David Klemm, Univ. of Iowa Religion 
 What did Tillich and other 20th century 

theologians say about the origin and purpose of 
human life? 

May 16: John Calvin 
 Ray Mentzer, Univ. of Iowa Religion 

What did the reformers believe about the origin 
and purpose of human life? 

May 23: My Place 
Ted Miller, First Presbyterian Senior Pastor 
How should we at First Pres find our place in our 
community and our world?  What is our purpose 
individually and collectively as a church  
community? 

The format will revolve around a DVD study released for the 
500th Anniversary of Calvin by the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and will foster discussion of ideas and theological 
precepts that are the basis for Presbyterian tradition and key 
to the lasting legacy of John Calvin and the Reformed 
tradition around the world.  Led by Revs. Heather Hayes and 
Ted Miller with special guest presentation by Ray Mentzer, 
professor of Reformation History at University of Iowa.   
 

The one hour sessions will begin at 7:00 PM 
 on Wednesdays in the Gathering Space. 

FAITH AND LIFE STUDIES:  Faith and Life Studies 
emphasize the enriching of our faith and reflect on the 
relevance of this faith in our lives.  The goal in these studies 
is to encourage interaction and sharing in the groups.  Our 
own church leaders share their insight and knowledge and 
direct discussions inspired by the presentation of National 
Christian leaders. 

FORUM:  Contemporary, religious, and secular topics are presented 

and discussed in an insightful, adult, Christian context.  Classes are 
held at First Presbyterian Church, Cedar Rapids, at 5th Street and 3rd 
Avenue SE, downstairs in the Wernimont room. 
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Presbyterian Youth  

Triennium 2010  
July 20 - July 24  

Every 3 years Presbyterian youth 

from all over converge on Purdue 

University for a time filled with 

worship, study, conversation and 

fun, fun, fun!   Registration is due 

ASAP with a $50 deposit.  Participant cost is $225 each 

(the actual cost is about $500 each, but we're hoping to 

fundraise the rest).  It will be a great experience!  
 

Youth Group Schedule  
 

Sun, May 2 9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Worship  

4:30 -5:30pm  Middle School Youth  

  5:30 -6:00pm  Dinner  

  6:00 -7:30pm  High School Youth  
 

Sun, May 9 9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Worship  

No Youth ð Happy Moms Day! 
   

Sun, May 16 9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Worship   

 4:30 -5:30pm  Middle School Youth  

  5:30 -6:00pm  Dinner  

  6:00 -7:30pm  High School Youth  
 

Sun, May  23  9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Worship  

6:00 -8:00 MS & HS Sand Volleyball 

at Ellis Park  
 

Sun, May 30  9:15am Sun School 

10:30am Worship ð Grad Sun  

No Youth ð Happy Memorial Day  

 

Congregation Can Sponsor a Youth  
If you are interested in helping to partially or fully fund a 

youth to go on this summerõs mission trip or Triennium, 

please talk to Robb.  

Chicago Mission Trip  
For all middle school and high school youth.  Our mission 

work will include volunteering at Misericordia, the Aspire 

ReSale Shop, the Greater Chicago Food Depository, and 

more.  Weõll also have time to take in some cultural 

attractions, eat out, and have fun.  Weõll stay right 

downtown at the Hostelling International -   Chicago.  June 

27 ð 30, cost $180 , which covers everything but shopping 

and meals en route.  Contact Robb for questions and 

registration info.  
   

Summer Church Camp  
Camp Wyoming offers summer camps for both middle and 

high school youth.  Summer camp is always a blast!  Go to 

www.campwyoming.net  
 

Middle & High School  

Youth Meetings  
The regular Sunday night meetings for Middle School and 

High School Youth are a great way for our youth to relax, 

share whatõs going on in their lives, discuss our faith as it 

relates to them, and have fun.  All youth and their friends 

are invited to join us.  We also have a free meal at 5:30pm 

for the youth to enjoy together.  For our Youth meetings, 

please remember to use the 5 th  St entrance, call Robb at 

859 -559 -9112 if no one is at the door.  

http://www.fpccr.org
http://www.fpccr.org/
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Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
 

The absence of Cedar Rapidsô two magnificent theatre pipe 
organs was no obstacle for CRATOS in sponsoring a 
ñPedals, Pipes and Pizzaò young persons pipe organ 
discovery presentation.  The event, organized by CRATOS 
President Darren Ferreter and Treasurer Ralph MacDowell, 
took place at First Presbyterian Church with 13 area young 
piano and organ students in attendance.  
 

Those in attendance, which included not only students but 
also parents and area musicians, were treated to organist 
Brett Valliant presiding over First Presbyterianôs 1971, 3 
manual /51 rank Reuter organ.  Mr. Valliant presented a wide 
variety of music, ranging from Guilmant to Williams, showing 
off the many sounds of the organ, including some close to a 
theatre organ to remind people of the two organs that are 
undergoing or awaiting restoration. 
 

The students were invited to step up to the console to try 
their hand at the organ and receive guidance from Mr. 
Valliant.  Students, parents and other guests were also 
invited into the pipe chambers ï normally off limits ï for a 
guided tour while the organ was being played.  Darren 
Ferreter and Neal Marple (organist of FPC and Secretary of 
CRATOS) provided participants with a behind the scenes 
look at the workings of the organ. 
 

At the conclusion of the event, participants were treated to 
pizza and benefited from one last chance to speak with Mr. 
Valliant and members of CRATOS about both classical and 
theatre pipe organs.  
 

CRATOS would like to thank First Presbyterian Church for 
the use of their sanctuary and wonderful organ.  The event 
was a great success, and we look forward to the opportunity 
to present another ñPedals, Pipes and Pizzaò event next 
year. 

TWO GREAT  

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Not everyone is as enthusiastic about baseball as our pastor, 
but there is a lot more fun to be had on one of our summer 
baseball trips than the game itself.  If you have 
never been to Wrigley Field on a summer afternoon 
with the smell of hotdogs in the air and the fresh 
cut grass of the Outfield shimmering in the 
sunshine, you have missed a life experience that 
you can sill have.  To top it off, you can share this experience 
with good church friends and/or you can bring your family, 
neighbors, or visiting relatives to share in it too.   Others who 
have been on this trip have also enjoyed the meal in Greek 
Town which is  made special by the long, family style tables and 
the pleasant service.   There are options for pizza, as an 
alternative, if arrangements are made in advance.   To Top it all 
off, the Cubs are playing the Philadelphia Phillies ï last yearôs 
National League champs. 
 

The Twins have finally completed their new stadium.  For those 
who found the Dome a distraction during a game, 
you will be pleased to know it is an outdoor venue.  
We have a smaller number of Twins tickets because 
we have not taken that trip in a while and donôt know 
the demand.  So if you wish to enjoy an afternoon in 
the sun at Target Field you better sign up soon.  

Twins will be playing interleague rival, the Colorado Rockies. 
 

Each trip involves a charter bus, a dinner stop, and a one day 
round trip for a day game.   Sign-up in the church office as soon 
as you can. 
 

Details: 
TWINS GAME: Thursday,  June 17 ï Cost is $75.00 for 
transportation and ticket per person. 
CUBS GAME:  Friday, JULY 16 ð Cost is $85.00 for 
transportation and ticket.   

Music Ministry 
The flowers appear on the earth; 

the time of singing has comeé. 

(The Song of Solomon 2:12)  

  

Sign Up for Summer Music   

Summer offers opportunities for singers and instrumentalists to 
provide music in worship while our choirs take a well-deserved 
break.  We welcome students home from college and other 
adult and youth members of the congregation to share their 
talents.  A variety of vocal and instrumental solos and  
ensembles is encouraged.  Those interested in participating this 
summer, please e-mail nmarple@gmail.com or call  
393-3008.     

http://www.fpccr.org
http://www.brettvalliant.com/
mailto:nmarple@gmail.com

