
February 2010 

From the Pastor 
 

άLord who throughout these forty days with us did fast and prayéò 
 
Yes, Lent is upon us already.  Ash Wednesday, is February 17th   I have always appreciated Lent as a time for us to 
take time to dive into exploration of our faith with some depth ï it is after all the period leading up to Easter which is 
the central day of celebration in our tradition and essential to who we are as Christians. 
 
For the last several years, we have had a variety of classes or studies during Lent that have attracted a good number 
of people.  This year I am hoping for more.  With Heather Hayesô leadership we have designed a study for the Lenten 
Season that we hope will include participation of a much larger proportion of the congregation than in recent years. 
The theme is good and the format is attractive, I think. 
 
Living the Questions is the theme of a study designed to include the perspectives of a wide variety of scholars and 
teachers presented on short DVD portions, which are then followed by group discussion. 
 
Living the Questions is a particularly appropriate way to frame a conversation about faith, I think.  Donôt we all have 
our own questions and donôt we all find ourselves wondering when events happen, such as the Earthquake in Haiti, 
what God had to do with this and how the scriptures and our teachings as Presbyterians and Christians can help us in 
such times.  All around us are cultural changes and challenges that stimulate questioning of how we approach our 
lives in shifting times.  Questions are the norm, facing them is a matter of faith. 
 
Of course the majority of our questions are more personal, and that is why I like the format too.  Heather has organ-
ized 6 small groups, each led by a different leader or team of leaders and with a variety of proposed meetings times.  
It should be possible for all of us to find a slot in which we can participate.  Many of you have shared with me about 
how good the experience was with the Disciple program years ago; we are hoping that this will be an equally good 
opportunity not only to share in faith inquiry and learning, but also to develop some friendships with other church 
members with whom you will be meeting weekly for six weeks. 
 
Lent is not just a time for giving something up, like chocolate, it is also a time for picking up something in the way of a 
new routine or discipline for the betterment of your life.  I hope that you will agree with me that Living the Questions 
provides just that opportunity. 
                     Peace, 
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Living the Questions  
Lenten Small Groups 

 

Companions for the Journey 
 
The life of faith is often compared to a journey.  From 8 
year olds to 80 year olds, we are all continually learning 
and growing into the fullness that God intends for our 
lives.  And like many journeys, our journey of faith is better 
when we travel along together.  By participating in a com-
munity of faith, we learn from each other, we hear different 
perspectives, we are challenged and stretched in our 
thinking and also in our compassion and care for each 
other.  Shared burdens are lighter and joys are greater. 
 

Our Lenten Small Groups will be a place where you can 
get to know in a deeper way some companions on the 
journey.  Through the six weeks, you will have an opportu-
nity to hear othersô questions and share your own, to hear 
how faith is made real in the lives of members around you, 
and to reflect on your own story.  At its end, you will not 
only have a deeper understanding of your faith but a 
deeper connection to those in your group. 
 

Groups will be available at various days and times, both at 
the church and meeting in peoplesô homes.  To find the 
time and place that works best for you, check out our web-
site at www.fpccr.org under the ñGrowò tab, drop by the 
Gathering Space at church, or talk to Pastor Heather.  
Sign up has already begun ï please join us! 
 

Week by Week 
Living the Quest 

 

Week One:  Invitation to the Journey 
How do we understand the life of faith?  Do we ever 
ñarriveò?  What kinds of practices and attitudes will 
help us live faithfully as Christians? 
   

Week Two:  Taking the Bible Seriously 
Do we have to take the Bible literally to be serious 
about itôs content?  What are our understandings of 
truth?  Does myth play a role? 

  
Week Three:  Thinking Theologically 

How do our understandings of God affect how we 
approach our life?  How do the experiences of our 
life affect how we approach God? 

 

 Week Four:  Restoring Relationships 
We are a part of many relationships in our lives.  
What does the Bible have to say about how to mend 

and tend those relationships - both with each other 
and with God? 

 

Week Five:  PrayerñIntimacy With God 
What does it mean to be in prayer?  What are we 
trying to accomplish?  What are the different  
approaches to prayer, and how might prayer fit into 
my life? 
 

Week Six:  Practicing Resurrection 
Is resurrection just something that happened to Je-
sus many years ago?  Or is the reality of the resur-
rection something that makes a difference in my life 
today?  How do we live out the resurrection as a 
community of faith and in our own lives? 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Following are the 
times, dates and locations and hosts of the small 
groups: 
 
Sunday am, 9:00-10:25, at church 
 Al & Ellen Fisher 
 Karla Button  & Dan Ottemoeller 
 Kim Lanegran 
 
Sunday pm, time TBD, in home 
 Ken & Susan Baker 
 
Monday pm, 6:30-8:00, in home 
 Judith Wagner 
 
Wednesday pm, 5:30-7:00, church w/ meal 
 DeEtta Anderson 
 
Thursday pm, 6:30-8:00, in home 
 Patty & Jim Powers 
 
Friday noon, church 
 Jeremy Brigham 
 
 
                           * * * * * 
 

http://www.fpccr.org
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Feb 7: Mental & Behavior Problems & Crime 
Horizons President Scott Jamieson 

 

When do abnormal mental conditions cause crimes?  Å What 

counseling and support can be done to prevent this? Å Should 

the punishment for crimes committed by these people be differ-
ent than for others? 
 

 Forum: Contemporary, religious, and secular topics are pre-
sented and discussed in an insightful, adult, Christian context.  
Classes are held at First Presbyterian Church, 5th St & 3rd Ave 
SE, in the Wernimont Room. 
 

Chancel Choir to Present 
 Bach Cantata #38 

 

The Chancel Choir will present a special Lenten musical 
offering on Sunday, March 7th with a performance of  
Johann Sebastian Bachôs Cantata BMV 38. The Cantata, 
which is generally somber and reflective in nature, was 
first performed on October 29th, 1724 during Bachôs first 
years in Leipzig. The text is based on Psalm 130 and  
follows Bachôs usual format with the first and last verses 
unchanged from the original chorale by Martin Luther. The 
unknown librettist then poetically transforms the inner 
verses while still retaining some of the important Psalm 
ideas. 
 

Musically, Bach chooses to write in the ñold styleò (stile 
antico), a compositional style typically reserved for sacred 
occasions. Bach uses Lutherôs chorale melody as a basis 
for an austere but beautiful choral fugue which begins the 
cantata. Each line of the chorale melody is presented in 
the fashion of a Pachelbel chorale prelude for organ.  The 
accompanying vocal lines present each line of the chorale 

separately and build upon the ones that went before. The 
soprano enters last with the chorale melody in augmenta-
tion (the notes are given double length) while the accom-
panying parts use various musical devices to interpret the 
text being sung.  
 

The Cantata includes an alto recitative, tenor aria, so-
prano recitative, and soprano/ alto/ bass trio. An interest-
ing feature of the soprano recitative is that the continuo 
plays the chorale melody throughout underneath the vocal 
line. The work ends in traditional fashion with the choir 
singing the final verse of Lutherôs chorale. The accompa-
nying instrumental ensemble will include two oboes, string 
bass, harpsichord and organ. 
 

We once again invite interested singers to join us for the 
season of Lent and the joy of Easter. Rehearsals for the 
Bach Cantata begin January 27th. We will devote the 8:00-
9:00 oôclock hour of every Wednesday evening rehearsal 
to our special music.  Join us as we raise our voices in 
praise. 
 

Ray Salucka 
 

 

 Pancake Brunch  

Fundraiser  
 

Mardi Gras Style! 
Sunday, February 14  

Fellowship Hall, following worship  

Buttermilk Pancakes  

Bacon,& Sausage 

Fresh Fruit & Chocolate Fountain  
Join us for a time of celebration before Lent, the 

season of fasting.  Your freewill offering will go to-

wards the youth trip to Triennium this summer.  
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Hi Everyone! 
 

My name is Robb Missall and I am very excited to work 
with the youth here at First Presbyterian Church.  We  
have already had several meetings and the youth here  
are great!  I look forward to our youth group sharing,  
learning, growing, and having fun at our upcoming  
meetings and events.  Thank you all for your support of  
the youth here and we look forward to sharing our  
adventures with you. 

 

All-Night Ski at Sundown on Friday, Feb. 19.  Meet at 
Church at 9pm, ski at Sundown from 11:00pm-4:00am 
(awesome!), stop for breakfast, and return to church by 
7:00am.  Cost $35.00 for lift pass and ski/snowboard 
rental ($20 for just a lift pass) 
and food money.  All  
youth, parents, skiers are  
welcome to join us.  Sign up 
by calling the church office or 
by contacting Robb at  
859-559-9112 or e-mail at 
robb@fpccr.org. 
 

 

 

Youth Group Schedule 
 

Sun, Feb 7 5:00-8:45pm  Super Bowl Party at  
 Pastor Tedôs house. 

 

Sun, Feb 14 11:45am  Pancake Brunch Fundraiser 
4:30-5:30pm  Middle School Youth 

  5:30-6:00pm  Dinner 
  6:00-7:30pm  High School Youth 

 

Fri, Feb 19 9:00pm  All-Night Ski at Sundown 

 

Sat, Feb 20 7:00am  Return Home from Sundown 

 

Sun, Feb 21 4:30-5:30pm  Middle School Youth 
  5:30-6:00pm  Dinner 
  6:00-7:30pm  High School Youth 

 

Sun, Feb 28 4:30-5:30pm  Middle School Youth 
  5:30-6:00pm  Dinner 
  6:00-7:30pm  High School Youth 

Y  o  u  t  h        N  e  w  s       a  n  d       N  o  t  e  s 
 

Super Bowl Party at Pastor Tedôs House on Sun, Feb. 7 
from 5:00-8:45pm for Middle School and High School 
Youth.  Weôll enjoy hanging out, 
food, fun, the big game, and the 
commercials in the theatre room.  
Donôt worry if you donôt want to 
watch the football game, weôll 
play our own games for fun. 
 

Middle School and High School Youth Meetings 
The regular Sunday night meetings for Middle School 
and High School Youth are a great way for our youth to 
relax, share whatôs going on in their lives, discuss our 
faith as it relates to them, and have fun.  All Middle 
School and High School Youth and their friends are 
invited to join us.  We also have a free meal at 5:30pm 
for the youth to enjoy together (parents, please sign-up 
to provide this meal with Robb at robb@fpccr.org).  For 
our Youth meetings, please remember to use the 5th St 
entrance; call Robb at 859-559-9112 if no one is at the 
door to get in. 
 
 The Annual Mardi Gras Pancake Brunch will be  
Sunday, Feb. 14 after Worship in the Fellowship Hall.  
The parents are cooking and the youth are serving up a 
delicious pancake brunch with bacon, sausages, and 
fruit.  And, as a Valentineôs Day treat, we will have a 
chocolate fountain for dipping 
fruit (and pancakes?) to enjoy.  
We will take a free will  
offering to go towards the  
youth trip to Triennium this  
summer.  So, bring all your 
sweethearts after Worship  
and enjoy! 
 
The Youth Committee will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 2 
from 6:30-7:30pm at the church.  All youth and parents 
are welcome to join us. 
 
1 Timothy 4:12 says ñAnd don't let anyone put you down 
because you're young. Teach believers with your life: by 
word, by demeanor, by love, by faith, by integrity.ò 
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Itôs Wise-N-Up Time 
 

Discovery at Camp Wise-N-Up is this yearôs childrenôs 
musical.  It is based on the wisdom of Proverbs.   
Do you recognize the works, ñTrust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding.ò?  Itôs 
from Proverbs - but is only one of many bits of advice 
given to guide us in making good choices. 
 

On Motherôs Day, May 9th, the children (and youth) will be 
sharing bits of advice concerning family, friends, sharing, 
and caring as they sing their way through this musical. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Rotation 
 

This monthôs rotation is based on the Old Testament book 
of Esther.  Students from preschool through middle 
school will invite their parents to the fellowship hall during 
Sunday school on Sunday, February 28th to celebrate the 
Feast of Purim (poo-REEM).   
 

A few tidbits of information the students will learn include: 
 

 Å Esther is the only book in the bible that does NOT 

mention God. 
 Å Purim is a Hebrew word meaning ñlotsò.  (The evil 

person of the story used ñlotsò to set the date for the 
annihilation of the Jews living in the kingdom.  Draw-
ing ñlotsò is something like drawing straws. 

 Å Purim Feast celebrates the saving of the Jewish 

people.  Of course there is food, but Drama and 
noise makers are often used to retell the story of how 
good prevailed and evil was punished. 

 Å Queen Esther changed the world when she braved 

possible death by appearing before the king without 
permission to save her people, the Jews. 

 Å We too are called to be brave and to make a differ-

ence. 
 

* * * * * 

Children sing  

in worship 

February 14th 

        Welcome Back 
 

Jennifer Hughes Jennings, daughter 
of Chip and the late Cathy Hughes, is 
moving back to the Presbytery of 
East Iowa.  Jennifer, who was  
baptized and grew up in our church, 
has been called to be the pastor at 
Wilton Presbyterian Church.  Jenni-
ferôs first Sunday in Wilton will be 
April 25.  Perhaps we could organize  

a carpool to attend her installation at a later date.  Jennifer 
is currently pastor at Hodge Presbyterian Church in Tren-
ton, MO.  You may send her congratulations at presby-
jennings@hotmail.com or PO Box 191, Trenton, MO 
64683. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
The Session has designated February 14th as the date to 
receive the Peace Offering this year. 
 

One fourth of the money we collect will support the work of 
the Linn County Correctional Chaplaincy. 
 

Three fourths of our local offering supports the peacemak-
ing activities of our governing partners including the Pres-
bytery of East Iowa, the Synod of Lakes and Prairies, and 
the General Assembly. 
 

The Peacemaking Offering is one way Presbyterians can 
help promote Godôs love and move the world towards a 
peaceful place for all of Godôs creation.  Please be gener-
ous in your contribution to this offeringéAnd the God of 
peace will be with you (Phil.4:9).   
 

Thank you in Christôs name, 
The Local Mission Committee 

Adapted from an illustration by Robert Naujoks. 


