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FROM THE PASTOR 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter thereôs a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 

The hymn text above is one with which I was recently made aware.  I thought of it here because it was about four and a half years 
ago that I wrote my first ñFrom the Pastorò for News and Views and chose at that time to write about the daffodils which were just then 

popping up in my garden back in Evanston, Illinois.   I said then that we grow where we are planted.  

 

The metaphor holds, I think ï I know I have continued to grow here as pastor of First Pres through years of over-watering, like the 
flood of 2008, through the disruption of staffing changes, of which there have been a few since I arrived, and through the ever-
changing nature of our dynamic congregation.   We have lost some wonderful people in the last few years, I have done a lot of 
funeralsébut a lot of baptisms and weddings too.  We have also welcomed some wonderful new members into our midst, many of 

whom are already taking leadership roles in the congregation. 

 

The bulb is a symbol of the God given potential which lies within each of us.  All of these symbols, the seed and/or the cocoon talk 
about hidden promise which will be emergent in the days ahead even when not obvious at the moment.  I believe that there is the 

same sort of hidden promise that is at the heart of our congregation as we enter the second decade of the 21st Century.   

 

A year ago we took as our theme for the fall the title of an old Gospel hymn, Standing on the Promises, and we talked about all the 
ways in which our forbearers had nurtured this church and its people through their gifts and promises to us.  Then we asked you all to 
suggest some promises we might want to make together as we head into the future.  Many of those promises were expressed in 

terms of new or refreshed ideas about how we worship, how we do Christian Education, Mission, and the stewardship of our facilities.   

 

The Session has spent a great deal of time with the suggestions that were gathered and many of them have been implemented.   The 
Parking Lot has been lit so people attending evening meetings will not be leaving in darkness.  A beautification process has begun for 
the Greene Square face of our building ï new planters with lovely flowers have graced the spot this summer.  The sound system has 
been totally replaced in the sanctuary which was an issue affecting many of you.  Small groups were launched during Lent and many 
of them, along with some new ones are going strong.  A new worship Service is about to be added to our morning schedule, which 
has been rearranged a bit to accommodate it ï this initiative was based on many suggestions related to how we worship.  We 

adopted a house with Habitat for Humanity and have started some new international mission associations as well. 

 

These are some of the ways we have tried to be faithful to one anotherôs ideas about the potential, that is the promise, of our 

congregation and our ministry on our particular corner and in this particular time in the life of our church and of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

 

This fall I am excited to see how these seeds are going to continue to grow as they are incorporated into our life and become the 

mission of our congregation.  I hope that you are too. 
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What is the mission of this church? We donôt have to look very 
far to realize that é itôs us. 
 

First Presbyterian has a fascinating history of backing up each 
other and our community ï as well as reaching into the world. 
 

As fall brings another focus on stewardship, weôll see that itôs a 
year óround thing and only part of it is giving money. In the 
coming months, weôll get glimpses of people and a church 
being mission in surprising ways. Because itôs what we are.  
Stay tuned. 

Session Meeting 
July 20, 2010 
 

The meeting was called to order by Moderator Thomas E.S. 
(Ted) Miller at 7:06p.m. Rochelle Naylor led devotions.  Ten 
elders were present. 
 
Bob Schley presented the financial reports, with a breakout 
of local/Presbyterian mission funds. The Mission committee 
hasnôt made a final decision regarding how they would like 
their funds presented in budget, but this is a close choice. 
Financial reports approved on a voice vote with no 
dissenting votes. 
 
Betsy Caszatt presented that the theme of dedication 
Sunday and the whole stewardship campaign be ñWe Are 
Our Mission,ò with an emphasis on the fact that stewardship 
is not just money. The session unanimously received the 
report. 
 
The Education and Fellowship committees requested having 
a free-will offering at the Homecoming Sunday meal to offset 
costs of the meal.  Approved by voice vote. They and the 
Mission Committee also requested having a dessert auction, 
to benefit Youth Mission trips, including the trip to Triennium 
earlier this summer. Any additional moneys raised would 
benefit future youth missions. 
 
The Meet and Eat program founders have received a 
Governorôs Volunteer Award. The program is even more 
successful than expected, and so may run out of money 
before it winds down in December, 2010 as the VISTA 
volunteers finish their time in Cedar Rapids. The session 
granted permission for a Meet and Eat fundraising flier, with 
the proviso that it is clearly stated that extra funds will also 
go toward hunger reduction programs such as SEMP. 
 
The Worship and Music Committee and the Education 
Committee jointly heard the staff recommendations for a 
second service, and came up with a fourth option, presented 
by Rochelle Naylor. DeEtta Andersen suggested that the 
timeline be set up as wallet cards, available for easy 
reference. The session unanimously accepted the 
recommendations of the committee. 
 
The A & P Committee, in consultation with choir members, 
has hired a choir director who will also act as music 
coordinator and bell choir director.  Fred C. Kiser is finishing 
his PhD in Choral Conducting and Pedagogy ï he also is the 
artistic director of the Cedar Rapids Concert Chorale.  The   
A & P Committee continues its search for an organist. 
 
Vacation Bible School was wonderful, and well received. 

 
 New Organist 
 
The Music Search Committee would 
like to introduce you to Thomas K. 
Hamilton, who has been hired as our 
new organist.  Tom is currently 
teaching courses at Dubuque Uni-
versity including Music Appreciation 
and Music Theory.  He has very 
nearly completed the requirements 
for receiving his Doctor of Musical 
Arts in Organ Performance and Pedagogy from the University 
of Iowa.  He received a Master of Scared Music from Luther 
Theological Seminary in St. Paul, MN and a Bachelor of Mu-
sic at Concordia College in Minnesota. 
Tom and his family live in Iowa City where he has been at 
one time Cantor and Interim Pastoral Administrator at First 
Baptist Church.  Tom has also been Cantor at St. Andrew 
Lutheran Church of Cedar Rapids where he also directed the 
choir and handbell choir and has served several churches in 
similar capacity in Wisconsin. 
Tom has a great interest in the ñministryò of music and has 
led seminar programs related to liturgy and the music of the 
church. 
We are pleased that Tom Hamilton will be completing our 
music staff and feel that he and Fred Kiser will be wonderful 
additions to the worship staff of our congregation. 
The Music Search Committee was chaired by Bob Latham,  
and included Laura Behrens, Sally Brause, David Gehring, 
Betsy Kutter, Randy Reynolds, and Mary Tilton.  We are 
grateful for their work together over these summer months 
which has resulted in these two new music staff persons. 
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Homecoming Sunday will be on Sunday, August 22 ï we will 
go to the 10:30 worship time then, and then switch on 
September 12 to the new two-service times. 
 
The luncheon after the worship in the park on July 18 went 
well, and plans are being made for homecoming Sunday. 
Fellowship Committee will make sure that it has an accurate 
and full list of both committee members and those who 
would like to assist with fellowship events, even though they 
arenôt committee members. 
 
The Cubs game trip went well. 
 
Come join the work at the Habitat House ï itôs so rewarding, 
and is a great way to be a part of a larger community. The 
Mission Committee is now one large committee with a 
combined budget, better able to set priorities together. 
 
Eric continues to recover, and is able to talk people through 
things. The new speaker system will be installed before 
Labor Day. 
 
The Worship & Music Committee is very happy to know of 
the hiring of Fred Kiser, and is looking forward to working 
with him. The decision on the timing of the second service 
was the major work this summer. 
 
There will be no August session meeting. 
 
Ted Miller asked for prayers for several congregation 
members. He will be on study leave and vacation for the last 
part of July. He will not be present for Homecoming Sunday. 
He also urged Session and congregation members to 
support the work at the Habitat for Humanity House. He 
brought to the attention of all committees the Five in Ten 
goals. 
 
Meeting closed with prayer by Moderator Miller at 8:32 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Runkle, Clerk 

9:00AM 
Sept. 5 Matt Hill, U of IA Professor of Anthropology 
 PREHISTORIC CULTURES IN AMERICA 
 Did their acceptability of killing effect their 
 prosperity and evolution?  
 

9:50AM 
Sept. 12 Ray Mentzer, Professor and Department  
 Chair, U of IA Religious Studies 
 CALVIN & LUTHER 
 Did the Reformation change the prevailing 
 acceptance of justified killing? 
 
Sept. 19 Peter Jauhiainen, Kirkwood Professor of  
 History & Religion 
 COLONIAL AMERICA 
 How was killing witches justified by their 
 religion? 
 How did the value of the lives of Indians 
 compare with those of the colonists? 
 
Sept. 26 Dan Morris, U of IA Professor of Religious 
 Studies 
 20TH CENTURY THEOLOGIANS 
 How did they differentiate between killing in war 
 and murder in the community? 
 
 

Forum 

Contemporary, religious, and secular topics are presented and 
discussed in an insightful, adult, Christian Context.  Sessions 
are held downstairs in the Wernimont Room. 

The times, they are a-changinõ 
 

Our new Sunday morning schedule begins September 12.    
After the first ten weeks of the new schedule, the Worship 
& Music Committee will ask for feedback from  
congregation members about the Sunday schedule.  That 
survey will be available during the last two weeks of  
November.  Then the committee will consider the  
feedback received during its December meeting.  In the 
meantime, we are listening! 
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Confirmation  

Retreat  
September 17 & 18  

Camp Wyoming 
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Camp Wyoming 

A Camp For All 

Seasons 
50th Anniversary Celebration 

Labor Day Weekend 
September 3 - 6 

Come for the day or stay the whole weekend! 
 

Swimming Å Hiking Å Games Å Olympics  

ÅBalloon Rides Å Campfires Å Great Food  

Worship 
 

For more information go to www.campwyoming.net 

 

September 12th   
 9:50 am 

 

Parents, grandparents, friends, relatives, ALL are invited 
to come to the childrenôs area (2nd floor) of the church  to 
celebrate the beginning of the new Sunday school year for 
children pre-school through 5th grade. 
 

An informal time from 9:50-10:10 includes - 
 

    Å Visiting newly decorated classrooms  with clues to this 

 yearôs lessons 
    Å Snacking on enticing treats to tickle your taste buds 

    Å Parents checking the current roster to be sure all 

 information is correct 
 

A more formal time begins at 10:15 in the Childrenôs 
Chapel. Everyone present will have the opportunity to play 
a childrenôs bell and to sing along on some of the 
childrenôs favorite songs. Teachers for the current rotation 
will be introduced. 

Please note time changes 
 Å Sept 5 9:00 am ñ One Room Schoolò   

    Study of the ñ Lordôs Prayer,ò bells,  
    other activities 
 Å  Sept 12    9:20 am  Activities.   

         9:50 am  Open House  
    (see Open House article) 
 Å Sept  19   9:20 am  Activities 

         9:50 am  Rotation Schedule Begins 
    òParables of the Lost Coin and the  
    Lost Sheepó 

Childrenõs Sunday  
School Schedule 

Save This Date 
 

Fall Festival 
Sunday, October 17 

4:00 - 7:00pm 
 

Å Fall Festival 

Å Everyoneôs Invited 

Å  Details Coming Soon 


