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FROM THE PASTOR

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter thereds a spring that
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

The hymn text above is one with which | was recently made aware. | thought of it here because it was absut four and
ago that | wrote my first AFrom the Pastor o f gustthdhe ws
popping up in my garden back in Evanston, Illinois. 1 said then that we grow where we are planted.

The metaphor holds, | thifknow | have continued to grow here as pastor of First Pres throughnegarsgf tkee

flood of 2008, through the disruption of staffing changes, of which there have been a few since | arrivest, and through t
changing nature of our dynamic congregation. We have lost some wonderful people in the last few years, | have don
funeral sébut a | ot of baptisms and weddings too. We
whom are already taking leadership roles in the congregation.

The bulb is a symbol of the God given potential which lies within each of us. All of these symbols, theoseailt and/or the
about hidden promise which will be emergent in the days ahead even when not obvious at the moment. Hebelieve that
same sort of hidden promise that is at the heart of our congregation as we enter the seconddetade of the 21

A year ago we took as our theme for the fall the title of an old GBiapéiriymmthe Promises we talked about all the

ways in which our forbearers had nurtured this church and its people through their gifts and promises t@musll Tthen we
suggest some promises we might want to make together as we head into the future. Many of those promises were ex
terms of new or refreshed ideas about how we worship, how we do Christian Education, Mission, and thelgiesvardship

The Session has spent a great deal of time with the suggestions that were gathered and many of them havEhaeen imp
Parking Lot has been lit so people attending evening meetings will not be leaving in darkness. A beauiiigatifor proces
the Greene Square face of our buitdimgplanters with lovely flowers have graced the spot this summer. The seund syst
been totally replaced in the sanctuary which was an issue affecting many of you. Small groups were launtéugd during

of them, along with some new ones are going strong. A new worship Service is about to be added to our morning sch
has been rearranged a bit to accommbtiateiititiative was based on many suggestions related to how we worship. We

adopted a house with Habitat for Humanity and have started some new international mission assaociations as well.

These are some of the ways we have tried to e faith
congregation and our ministry on our particular corner and in this particular time in the life of our chuds laméiof Cedar |

This fall | am excited to see how these seeds are going to continue to grow as they are incorporated inttheur life and b

mission of our congregation. | hope that you are too. -
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Session Meeting
July 20, 2010

The meeting was called to order by Moderator Thomas E.
(Ted) Miller at 7:06p.m. Rochelle Naylor led devotions. Te
elders were present.

Bob Schley presented the financial reports, with a breakot
of local/Presbyterian mission funds. The Mission committe
hasnét made a final deci si

ithir fGnAUpfesehtéd inbBidgét, ik this is B @osechdice.
Sin&héial reports approved on a voice vote with no

First Presbyterian has a fascinating history of backing up ggsé@nting votes.

other and our communéy well as reaching into the world.

As fall brings another f
year oO6round thing and on
coming months, wedll get
beingni ssi on in surprising
Stay tuned.

New Organist

The Music Search Committee
like to introduce you to Thomas
Hamilton, who has been hired a
new organist. Tom is currently
teaching courses at Dubuque U
versity including Music Appreci
and Music Theory. He has ver
nearly completed the requireme
for receiving his Doctor of Musical

Arts in Organ Performance and Pedagogy from the Univ
of lowa. He received a Master of Scared Music from Lut e[
Theological Seminary in St. Paul, MN and a Bachelor of

sic at Concordia College in Minnesota.

Tom and his family live in lowa City where he has been
one time Cantor and Interim Pastoral Administrator at Fi

Betsy Caszatt presented that the theme of dedication

0 cSwisn doany saredvatr e hwhol we &Glt le wsa
| yYOuprarMi sofi o, d swgt Wi me manpeh

dslnbt ot feney. Thé sePs®uUhdninousip réceiged thé
W Pelpoit.

Because ités what we a
The Education and Fellowship committees requested havi
a freewill offering at the Homecoming Sunday meal to offs
costs of the meal. Approved by voice vote. They and the
Mission Committee also requested having a dessert auctic
to benefit Youth Mission trips, including the trip to Trienniu
earlier this summer. Any additional moneys raised would
benefit future youth missions.

The Meet and Eat program founders have received a
Governoro6s Volunteer Award
successful than expected, and so may run out of money
before it winds down in December, 2010 as the VISTA
volunteers finish their time in Cedar Rapids. The session
rRted permission for a Meet and Eat fundraising flier, wi

u_proviso that it is clearly stated that extra funds will alsc
go toward hunger reduction programs such as SEMP.

?ipe Worship and Music Committee and the Education

Baptist Church. Tom has also been Cantor at St. Andre\irOmmittee jointly heard the staff recommendations for a
Lutheran Church of Cedar Rapids where he also directe@@§9nd service, and came up with a fourth option, present
choir and handbell choir and has served several churcheB¥rRochelle Naylor. DeEtta Andersen suggested that the

similar capacity in Wisconsin.
Tom has a great i

nterest

timeline be set up as wallet cards, available for easy
fefgrence, €he fegsion Ungnimoysly aceeptedhihes i ¢

led seminar programs related to liturgy and the music of teéommendations of the committee.

church.

We are pleased that Tom Hamilton will be completing ouThe A & P Committee, in consultation with choir members
music staff and feel that he and Fred Kiser will be wondelnfas hired a choir director who will also act as music

additions to the worship staff of our congregation.

coordinator and bell choir director. Fred C. Kiser is finishi

The Music Search Committee was chaired by Bob Lathafis PhD in Choral Conducting and Pedagaago is the

and included Laura Behrens, Sally Brause, David Gehringstistic director of the Cedar Rapids Concert Chorale. The
Betsy Kutter, Randy Reynolds, and Mary Tilton. We are A & P Committee continues its search for an organist.
grateful for their work together over these summer months

which has resulted in these two new music staff personsy/acation Bible School was wonderful, and well received.
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Homecoming Sunday will be on Sunday, Augeest\ziP
go to the 10:30 worship time then, and then switch on
September 12 to the newséce times.

The luncheon after the worship in the park on July 18
well, and plans are being made for homecoming Sund
Fellowship Committee will make sure that it has an ac
and full list of both committee members and those whd
would like to assist with fellowship events, even thoug
arenodt committee members

The Cubs game trip went well.

Come join the work at the HabitatHous® s s o

and is a great way to be a part of a larger community.
Mission Committee is now one large committee with a
combined budget, better able to set priorities together.

I

Ericcontinues to recover, and is able to talk people thrg
things. The new speaker system will be installed befor
Labor Day.

The Worship & Music Committee is very happy to kno
the hiring of Fred Kiser, and is looking forward to work
with him. The decision on the timing of the second ser
was the major work this summer.

There will be no August session meeting.

Ted Miller asked for prayers for several congregation
members. He will be on study leave and vacation for tf
part of July. He will not be present for Homecoming Su
He also urged Session and congregation members to
support the work at the Habitat for Humanity House. H
brought to the attention of all committees the Five in T
goals.

Meeting closed with prayer by Moderator Miller at 8:32

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Runkle, Clerk

The times, theyarecah an g i n

Our new Sunday morning schedule begins Septemhb
After the first ten weeks of the new schedule, the W
& Music Committee will ask for feedback from

Forum @ First Pres

<

Hnmﬂn
,Liofe

Sunday Mornings

<« J /e . Iskilling
%[ﬁt[%g * sometimes justified?
pugh 9:00AM

E'Sept. 5 Matt Hill, U of 1A Professor of Anthropology
PREHISTORIC CULTURES IN AMERICA
Did their acceptability of killing effect their

v of : :
prosperity and evolution?

ng
vice
9:50AM
Sept. 12Ray Mentzer, Professor and Department
Chair, U of 1A Religious Studies
CALVIN & LUTHER
Did the Reformation change the prevailing
e last  acceptance of justified killing?
nday.
Sept. 19Peter Jauhiainen, Kirkwood Professor of
e History & Religion
eNn COLONIAL AMERICA
How was killing witches justified by their
religion?
How did the value of the lives of Indians
compare with those of the colonists?

pm.

Sept. 26Dan Morris, U of IA Professor of Religious
Studies
20TH CENTURY THEOLOGIANS

~

0)
and murder in the community?
er12.

congregation members about the Sunday schedule.
survey will be available during the last two weeks of
November. Then the committee will consider the
feedback received during its December meeting. In
meantime, we are listening!
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That Forum
Contemporary, religious, and secular topics are presented al

discussed in an insightful, adult, Christian Context. Session:

the held downstairs in the Wernimont Room.
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How did they differentiate between killing in wa



+ September Youth News

First Presbyterian Church
310 Fifth 5t SE Church 319-364-6148 www.fpocr.org
1y Cedar Rapids, 52401 Robb cell 859-559-9112 robb@fpecr.org

Youth Church Schedule

Sun, Sept 5

Wed, Sept 8

Sun, Sept 12

Wed, Sept 15

Sun, Sept 19

Wed, Sept 22

Fri, Sept 24

Sun, Sept 26

Wed, Sept 29

9:15am Youth Sunday School
10:30am Sunday Worship

&:00-7:00pm Middle School Youth
F:00-F:30pm Dinner
7:30-9:00pm High School Youth

9:00am Early Worship Service
9:30am Children's Sunday School
9:50am M5/HS Youth Sunday School
11:00am Second Worship Service

6:00-7:00pm Middle School Youth
T:00-7:30pm Dinner
7:30-%:00pm High School Youth

9:00am Early Worship Service
9:30am Children's Sunday School
9:50am M5/HS Youth Sunday School
11:00am Second Worship Service

&:00-7:00pm Middle School Youth
F:00-7:30pm Dinner
7:30-9:00pm High School Youth

9:30pm Lock-in, ends Sam Sat

9:00am Early Worship Service
9:30am Children's Sunday School
9:50am M5/HS Youth Sunday School
11:00am Second Worship Service

6:00-7:00pm Middle School Youth
T:00-7:30pm Dinner
7:30-%:00pm High School Youth
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Middle & High School Youth Meetings
Our regular youth group meetings for middle school
and high school youth are going to be on Wednesday
nights this fall. The middle school youth will meet
from 6:00-7:00pm in the Youth Room. The high
school youth will meet from 7:30-5:00pm in the Youth
Room. We will also have a free meal at 7:00pm for
the youth to enjoy fogether (parents, please sign-up
to provide this meal with Robb at robb®fpeer.org).

The regular meetings for middle school and high
school youth are a great way for our youth to relax,
share what's geing on in their lives, discuss our faith
as it relates to them, and have fun. All middle school
and high school youth and their friends are
encouraged to join us.

Youth Lock-in

All Middle and High School youth are invited to join
us at church for an all night lock-in. 'We'll pray. play.
eat, and have tons of funl Bring running shoes,
flashlights, sleeping bag. and pillow. Starts 9:30pm
on Fri, Sept 24 - ends Sam Sat morning.

Crop Walk
Save the date of Sunday. October 3. to participate in
this year's crop walk to raise
‘ - ) --
Confirmation

‘Retreat
‘September 17 & 18
Camp Wyoming

September 2010
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Please note time changes A Camp For AII

ASept5 9:00anii One Room School o

Study of the A Lordos PrgeaSOF]ISs

other activities

ASept 12 9:20 amActivities. 50th Anniversary Celebration
9:50 amOpen House
(see Open House article)

ASept19 9:20 amActivities
9:50 amRotation Schedule Begins
oParables of the Lost Coin and the
Lost Sheepo

0pen Hous®

September 12
9:50 am

Parents, grandparents, friends, relatives, ALL are invited

to come t o tHfleor)oflihe thdiehends ar ea ( 2
celebrate the beginning of the new Sunday school year for

children prgechool throughgrade.

An informal time from9®QA0 includes

AVisiting newly decorated classmitimslues to this
yearo6s | essons

Asnacking on enticing treats to tickle your taste buds

AParents checking the current roster to be sure all
information is correct

A more formal time begins at 10:15 in the Child
Chapel. Everyone present will have the opportunity to play

a childrendés bell and to sing along o
childrenés favorite songs. Teachers f
will be introduced.

n
or

: Labor Day Weekend
Save This Date Septem{,er_;ﬁ

Come for the day or stay the whole weekend!

Fall Festival
Sunday, October 17 SwimmingHikinddGame®Olympics
4:00- 7:00pm MABalloon RiddeCampfireBGreat Food
AFall Festival Worship
AEveryonedés Invited

ADetails Coming Soon For more information go to www.campwyoming.net
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