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RETURNED SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pray for our country and our leaders 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

“Let us therefore come boldly to the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain 

mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need" (Hebrews 4:16). 

Please call the church office (359-7770) with any updates or 
praise reports about you or your loved one on the prayer list.  

Alan Alexander 

Barbara Davis 
Carter Swanson  

Chalmers Carr (child) 

Dook Wynne 

Elsie Weaver - Oakleaf  
Erin Curtis 

John  & Janet Miller - home (AR) 

Karen Keatley’s father 

Kay Kington’s mother-in-law 
Larry Bresko, Oakleaf 

Laura Castles, Commander, Flo. 

Lissa Vickery 

Mike Mallison 

Michael Elkins’s grandmother 

Nancy Hathaway 
Paul Clifton 

Steve Jewell’s sister 

Tanya Hudson’s mother 

Wynelle Reynolds’ mother 
 

DEPLOYED:  

Dennis Woodard - Iraq 

Eric Robertson -  Iraq 
Erin Curtis, Peace Corp 

Eugenia Stanfield’s nephew-Iraq 

Jonathan Mayer, Iraq 

Judson Woodard - Iraq 

Saxe Gotha 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5503 Sunset Boulevard 
Lexington, SC    29072 

— 
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CLASSICS: August 14, 2009 

Dinner & Cruise on the “Spirit of Lake Murray”  

The Classics group invites you, your family, and friends to 
join us on the “Spirit of Lake Murray” on Friday, August 

14, to enjoy a 2 ½ - hour cruise with a full-course dinner! The price is 
$40.00 per person. Cruise is from 7:00 to 9:30 pm, leaving from Lake 
Murray Marina off Hwy #76 in Ballentine. Group will board the ship at 
6:30 pm and the cruise will start at 7:00 pm.  We currently have 43 
signed up.  If we have 80 people to go, the boat will be exclusively for 
the Saxe Gotha group (otherwise, they will have to offer the cruise to the 
public as well).  To reserve, please call Erika at 359-7770, ext. 18. 

Come join us for a Marathon of Madness for rising 5th 
and 6th  graders! This event lasts from 12:00 PM-12:00 
AM on Friday, July  31! The cost is $45. Call Lauren or Caroline 

with questions or to register at 359-7770. 

Exploring Adoption Workshop (FREE) 
Saturday, August 1 

SGPC Light House, Rooms 145 & 146 
9:30am -12:30pm  

If you or anyone you know is considering adoption, you/they are 
invited to attend the Exploring Adoption Workshop being hosted by 
the Adoptive Families Group (AFG) of the Midlands, a Saxe Gotha 
ministry. AFG welcomes the S.C. Adoption Coalition for Education 
and Support (ACES), which will be conducting the workshop as part 
of their Strong Family Series.  The workshop will feature represen-
tatives from Alliance for Children, Bethany Christian Service, Chil-
dren Unlimited, the Department of Social Services (DSS) and 
AFG.  Participants will explore adoption options (domestic, interna-
tional & DSS), how families can choose what option is best for 
them, beginning the adoption process, and the adoption home 
study.  Highlights of the event are an Adoptive Parent Panel and a 
question and answer session.  This workshop is free to the public. 
Pre-registration is requested at info@aceskids.org or call AFG 
President Sunny Jewell at 730-4464. 

FYI Youth Parents: We are now ministry partners with CPYU 
(Center for Parent Youth Understanding).  Monthly parent newslet-
ters are now available at the youth information center in the Light 
House atrium.  For more information about CPYU, you can visit their 

website @ www.cpyu.org/Default.aspx. 

Youth and Children's Ministries are Looking for Volunteers. 
 

It's almost that time of year again and the Next Generation, Min-
istry is looking for volunteers to fill the many slots that help to 
make the programs happen.  Volunteers are needed to teach 
Sunday School, Sunday Night Live, H20, D Teams, Wednesday 
Night for Kids, Splash Worship and much more. If you feel God 
calling you to work with our children or youth, please contact the 
following staff members: 
 

 Lee Ann Alexander, Children's Ministries -359-7770, ext. 42 
 Dell Simpson , Youth Ministries - 359-7770, ext. 16 
 Mike Vaughan, High School Ministries - 359-7770, ext. 51 
 

Keep in mind that Saxe Gotha is a volunteer-driven church and 
much of what happens here is due to the tremendous commit-
ment and dedication of our faithful members, who truly want to 
invest in the spiritual growth and development of our next gen-
eration!  We would love to have you on our team. 

Samaritan’s Well Shelter 
Could you provide a ride? We all spend a great deal of time running 
errands in our cars .  .  . would you be willing to run your errands 
and do ministry at the same time? The women of Samaritan’s Well 
shelter are in need of transportation to and from their places of 
employment and could really use your help as they get back on 
their feet and rebuild their lives. A great ministry for women on the 
go or perhaps retirees, who can lend a hand in helping those in 
need reach their destination. For more information or to volunteer, 

please call Jane Buell at 808-4303. 

The Bill Green Room at LICS 

In an effort to support the construction and completion of the new 
Lexington Interfaith Community Services facility, LICS has requested 
that members and friends of SGPC consider furnishing the large 
multipurpose meeting room in memory of Bill Green. To promote 
community awareness, this room would be used for training staff, 
volunteers, and community leaders and would additionally be available 
for conferences, and group use. If you feel led to donate, please make 
checks payable to LICS and turn them into the church so that we will be 
able to track total amounts donated.  The cost of the conference and 
training room will be $8900. Items that will be purchased: a conference 
table with 12 chairs, six round tables, 48 chairs, a refrigerator, 
microwave, and education area with television and audio visual 
equipment and room décor. For additional information, please call LICS, 
957-6656, or the church office, 359-7770, ext. 18. 

The Bill Green Initiative  

This fund will remain a separate entity as a giving opportunity to support 
ongoing mission needs. This initiative, set up by Session, will continue 
to meet the needs of individuals on the mission field, mission projects or 
ministries that help spread the Gospel. To date, $4,582 has been 
contributed. Thank you for your generosity and support of missions. 

FRIENDSHIP DINNER:  FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, GYM 
  

The cooks are preparing a delicious meal  We will be setting up 
for 80-90 guests, who reside in the local mental health facilities.  
Dinner will be served about 6:00 pm.   Bingo will be enjoyed by all.  
  

A lot of help is needed for table decorations, set up, clean up, and 
assistance with Bingo cards.  Greeting and socializing is important 
to make our guests from the local mental health facilities feel wel-
come.  If we have sufficient help, you'll get to sit down and have a 
wonderful dinner! 
  

If you cannot stay the entire evening, 2 shifts work out nicely - 4:00 
pm to 6:00 pm, or 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
Please let us know by July 30th,  if you CAN or CANNOT assist by 
contacting Sylvia Howell, ksh27@windstream.net or Kathy Sey-
mour, kathyseymour@sc.rr.com .  

Next dinners:  October 9, and December 11. 

Migrant Ministry: Meets every Tuesday at SGPC at 6 PM as we 
minister to our Hispanic neighbors. Spanish not required, only an 
open heart to serve! 

Member Assistance Program 
Our member assistance program is through Palmetto Baptist Pas-
toral Counseling. They can be reached at 296-5879. Our members 
should identify themselves as part of the Membership Assistance 
Program of Saxe Gotha. 

Christian love and sympathy is extended to Karyn Ward 
in the death of her sister-in-law, to Sandy Walker in the 
death of her uncle, and to Claudia Taylor in the death 
of her mother. 
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Weekly Worship Attendance & Giving 

Worship Attendance:  7/19/2009 

8:30 am   288   11:00 am   366   AWE   188  

 Weekly 
Offering 

Need  
YTD 

Received 
YTD 

Operating $ 50,917     $1,450,000 $1,289,053 

Debt  Retirement 
 

 

$      228    $   14,844 
 

 The Session has adopted an operating budget for 2009 of $2,600,000, 

resulting in a weekly pledge and offering need of $50,000. 

Troy Simpson 
 

Sermon
: òMurd

eró 
 

Scripture: Exodus 20:13 

Service: 
 

Sometimes when we scan the headlines of the paper, or the latest news online, it’s easy to read through the latest 
tragedies, needs, and events and then quickly get on with our day.  We hear so much and have so much to juggle 
in our own lives that we cannot afford to expend too much emotional energy when so many problems abound.  
We convince ourselves that someone else will take care of it, speak out against it, or take action to solve it.  And 
so we begin to insulate ourselves from it as best we can and go about our lives – making a living, raising families, 
doing church, pursuing interests - all worthwhile in and of themselves, but still something is missing.  After a while, 
we tend to lose our ability to see.  Let me explain.  
 

Jesus, as he was teaching in Matthew 25:34-40, gave many examples of those who were in need and how when 
we serve those in need, we are serving Him.  The sobering question for each of the groups was when they asked, “Lord, when did 
we see You . . . hungry, naked, a stranger, imprisoned, or sick?”  Could it be possible that they, too, had lost their ability to see 
ministry right before them?  We can see many ministry opportunities around us … within our church family and in our community.  
As you begin to see, service may take you to Lexington Interfaith Community Services (LICS) to sort clothes or teach a class on 
budgeting to those struggling financially.  Or, your small group, Sunday School class, or family may choose to serve the ministries 
of the church by offering to make follow-up calls to our members and guests or be a part of our greeter and parking lot teams.  
 

Over the last two weeks, Hal has encouraged you to spend an hour in worship, HH has urged you to grow an hour a week in 
discipleship, and I invite you to spend one hour a week in service.  This fall, we will be highlighting Sunday evenings at Saxe 
Gotha as a dedicated time in the life of the church to spend in service.  If that time slot is not convenient, please decide now that 
you will meet the needs that you “see.” 
 

To gain greater insight, read the whole passage of Matthew 25:31-46.  Then, strive to make it first a personal prayer and then a 
response . . . “Lord, when do I see You in need, and how do I respond?”  
 

For more ideas of service, make plans to attend Faith Fair on August 23rd to learn more about SGPC’s opportunities to serve.  I 
look forward to serving alongside you this fall and in the months ahead!  May God bless you as He leads you to your place of 
service.   
     Troy 

Attention Current and Prospective Youth Leaders 
We would like to invite you to an informational meeting 
on Sunday, August 2nd at 7:00pm in Room 112/113, 
Light House.  We will be sharing some of the vision for 

the upcoming year and announcing some changes that we feel will 
enhance the ministry.  I encourage you to do two things for us: 1) be 
in prayer about this ministry and that the Lord will move and work in 
a powerful way among us 2) Invite someone you know who might 
enjoy working with our youth to come to the meeting with 
you.  Please contact Dell Simpson, dsimpson@saxegotha.org, or 
Mike Vaughan, mvaughan@saxegotha.org,  if you have any ques-

tions. 

Saxe Gotha 

www.saxegotha.org 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Developing fully devoted 

followers of Jesus Christ 

August 2, 2009 

this week at  

Saxe Gotha 
5503 Sunset Boulevard, Lexington, SC (803) 359-7770  www.saxegotha.org 

Troy Simpson, 
Director, Missions,  

Congregational Care 
And Membership 

Faith Fair will be Sunday, Aug. 23rd from 9:00 am – 12:00 
pm in the Light House Atrium.  If you would like your 
ministry to be involved, please contact Helen Harrison Coker 
at hcoker@saxegotha.org.   Come and find out about all the 
exciting plans for Fall! 

YOU ARE INVITED!   
To join SGPC’s Next Generation Summer Book Club 

…It’s easy… 
 

This summer (and we realize it is halfway over+, 
but forgive us, we are new at thisé) 

we are trying something NEW!   
 

We are encouraging parents with young children to enter 
into an independent study on prayer for our children.  

 

We’re starting our discussions on the book,  Praying the 
Scriptures for Your Children, by Jodie Berndt  

 

(available at www.christianbook.com).  Follow this LINK 
for more details. 

 

We will discuss via Facebook  
(It’s easy to sign-up and FREE) using the FB Group:   

“Saxe Gotha Summer Book Club”   
 

You can find the link on the Saxe Gotha Fan Page. (but 
first you must join Facebook and become a fan of SGPC).  We 
will “chat” real-time on Facebook, or post thoughts, as 
each of us can, through-out the week.  
 

 Hopefully, you will find some time to join us this summer! 
Contact Scott Welborn for more information:  smwel-
born@sc.rr.com. 
 (If you are already a member of this club, please forward this 
invitation to friends and family members who will also enjoy!) 

Becky Tirabassi's 25-City National Tour  
Is Coming to Saxe Gotha! 

 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
Don't miss these community-wide events on the life-changing 

power of prayer for adults & high school/college students: 
 

Thursday, September 17th, 7:30-9:00 pm, Light House Auditorium 
FREE High School/College Student Program 

Burning Hearts: Prayer, Purity & Passion 
 

Friday, September 18th, 7:00-9:30 pm AND 
Saturday, September 19th, 9:00-11:30 am, Sanctuary 

Adults (Men & Women) - $20 per person includes both days 
Talking to God (Fri.) and Listening to God (Sat.) 

Learn how to discover, dedicate time for, and have a design 
for prayer so that it can change your life.  Also,  

learn how to let God talk to you. 
Tickets are now available at the receptionist's desk at the 
church's business office during business hours.  Call 359-7770. 

For more information, visit www.changeyourlifedaily.com. 

Communion 
w i l l  b e 
o b s e r v e d 
S u n d a y , 
August 2 in 
all worship 
services 
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