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We will have our next Fifth @E
Sunday Luncheon at 11:00 an Q=2
on March 29. This Iun(:he.onl:if,[h Sunday
will follow the media Luncheon
dedication service taking place
at 10:00 that morning. As always, the|main

dishes will be supplied, but we are asking
each family who attends to bring their
favorite side dish or dessert.

puil

30 years ago a group of people in Texas got togethe day in April  to
help an elderly woman in their parish with homeaiep When they finished, she exclaimed, "This is
like Christmas in April!" Since then the organipat has grown and has completed over 100,000
homes across the nation, utilizing 2.5 million wkers, at a value of over $1 billion. In 2008isit
estimated that over 200,000 volunteers, in mora @0 affiliates rehabilitated 10,000 houses, deliv
ering approximately $100 million in market value.

Held on the last Saturday in April, National Riédding Day is the day when affiliates from
all parts of the country plan projects to celebthgeorganization’s mission and to bring natiortdra
tion to the plight of America’s low-income homeows@nd the communities in which they live.

Rebuilding Together/Christmas in April is the pats leading nonprofit organization work-
ing to preserve affordable homeownership and fizét@ommunities. They provide free rehabilitation
and critical repairs to the homes of low-income Aicans.

The Florence chapter, Rebuilding Together/ChristimaApril, is one of three affiliates in
South Carolina. Penn Rogers is the current chgpésident, and spends a lot more time working for
the project than just one Saturday in April. Boareetings are held throughout the year, and inspec-
tions of houses takes up much of each winter. @veundred people fill out applications for work to
be done, and all of them are inspected and categbeccording to need. In 2008, we were ablexto fi
12 houses, limited by the number of teams we wkke @ put together and by the amount of money
we had available. Our ultimate goal is to ask gwrurch in Florence to field a team and fund a
house.

In 2008, we were able to raise nearly $5,000 ametary and material donations for the re-
habilitation of a house in Brookgreen subdivisiamere the homeowner had been overwhelmed by
medical expenses and could not keep up her honearlyN70 members of Highland Park showed up
to help replace the facia boards around the haepdace porch handrails, reglaze windows and re-
place storm windows, rebuild a shed, replace dgmat the trim, replace the bathroom floor, iristal
new heaters, install new floor coverings in thet@n and hall, replace the kitchen sink and counter
top, and paint several interior rooms. A secontglier job was done later in the year by members of
the annual conference, helping a woman living Wwigh disabled mother cope with high utility bills by
insulating her attic and replacing storm windows.

In 2007, Highland Park was able to work on twaides near Franklin Street for an elderly
woman and a middle aged woman who was unable t& while battling cancer. In 2006 we were
able to help an elderly woman who needed a new eaf in 2005 we helped an elderly lady in the
Glendale subdivision.

Each year, on the last Saturday in April, manthefHighland Park faithful come together to
do the Lord's work and rejoice in the fellowshigttttomes from working side by side to help a
neighbor in need. This is one of the few missionjgrts we do that involves the entire congregation
from the very young, who help paint or plant flogeto the able bodied who provide the muscle and
sweat, to those who do whatever they can to hedpy €ooking food to donating money.

This year, we have received over a hundred agimits again, and while we have more
teams than in the past, we still do not have nearbugh to cover them all. Included in the firatdn
of applications in mid-December was an applicafmma house where the homeowner had open heart
surgery. She stated she could only afford to fixleeking roof and leaking plumbing or buy Christ-
mas presents for her 3 children, but not both. We&ee able to put together an emergency "Christmas
in December" team to patch her plumbing and hef, lmd several people stepped up to buy Christ-
mas presents for the kids. In the latest batcapplications received in January, we found oneafor
single mother, living in a home with 5 children ddg®to 16, who had no running water, and therefore
no working toilets, showers, or water in the kiteclgink. She has been without heat or air condition
ing, and only has electricity in a few rooms in tlmuse. She is living a life of quiet desperatidss
you can see, the need is great, and we can do Biagetbout it. Please continue to help with your
skills, your time, and your generous donations.

Pete Halbert—Chair Rebuilding Together/Christma&pnl, HPUMC

What can you do? Number 1—Save your change duringdnt and put in the glass offering jar
you received at church. Bring in the funds on or bfore Easter. Number 2—plan to help anyway

" Change the World! =
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Only designated times of the year does the
church accept clothing donations. The House ) & * 4
of Hope Mission Mart, located on Irby Street in
the Big Lots Shopping Center, will welcome )
your donations and will also give you a receipt
of giving for income tax purposes. )* " $ “;:
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Our Staff
Mary Virginia Taylor, Bishop James Friday, Dist. S pt.
Ray Litts, Senior Pastor Neal Woods, Associate Pastq@r
Lucy Davis, Minister of Visitation Gwen DuRant, Administrative Assist
Charlotte Messier, Children’s Ministry Erin Rison, Nursery Coordinagor
Staci Lyerly, Music Director Heather-Lynne Shannon, Children’s Chim&s@&h Choirs
Evelyn Childers, Organist Beth Prosser, Kindergarten Diregtor
Jamie Harvin, After Care & Summer Camp James Timmons, Custodian

Barbara Buffkin, Amy Campbell, Angie McCutchen, Nursery Workers
Contact Us
Highland Park UMC, 1300 Second Loop Road, Florence, SC 29505
Telephone: (843) 662-1233; Fax: (843) 665-5692
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday, 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. & Friday, 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

www.hpumc.net
Email: Church Office - gwen.durant@hpumc.net
Senior Pastor - ray.lits@hpumc.net
Associate Pastor - neal.woods@hpumc.net
Children’s Ministry-charlotte.messier@hpumc.net
Nursery Coordinator— erin.rison@hpumc.net
Kindergarten - beth.prosser@hpumc.net
After Care Coordinator— jamie.harvin@hpumc.net
April Newsletter Deadline: March 10



