LESSON &

- THE ARK AND THE TEMPLE

LESSON NOTES

| FOCUS: A HOUSE FOR GOD (1 KINGS 5-8; 2 CHRONICLES 2-8)
t @ SACRED STORY

@ CORE PRESENTATION

THE MATERIAL

| ® LOCATION: SACRED STORY SHELVES

@® PIECES: TEMPLE, FURNISHINGS, SOLOMON, SCROLL
@ UNDERLAY: USE A SOLID-COLORED RUG

| BACKEROUND

| When God gave the People of God the Ten Best Ways to Live (the Ten Command-
ments), God also told Moses how they were to be kept. On their journeys, the people
were to remember the Sinai experience by taking the tabernacle with them. The tab-
ernacle complex included both the ark and the tent of meeting. Inside the ark were
the stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Best Ways.

The wandering people experienced their God as nomadic and free, walking with
them in unconfined, holy time. When the People of God came into the promised
land, they settled down and their experience of God changed. The tabernacle was set
up at Shiloh, but it was lost to the Philistines in the battle of Aphek (1 Samuel 4).
The Philistines returned it, when they experienced one trouble after another. There
was much sickness, and the statue of their god Dagon fell on its face!

[ The People of God brought the ark to Kiriath Jerim and kept it at the house of Abi-

nadap who lived on a hill. The ark remained there for twenty years until King David
brought it into Jerusalem, dancing at the head of the procession as it was carried into
the city (2 Samuel 6; 1 Chronicles 13-16).

|

|

L King David set up the ark and the tent of meeting inside the wall of Jerusalem. He

!' wanted to build a house for God, a temple, but through the prophet Nathan, God told
| David that David’s son would build the temple (2 Samuel 7; 1 Chronicles 17).
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