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LESSON 7

THE ARK AND THE TENT

LESSON NOTES

| FOCUS: 6OD'S PRESENCE IN THE TABERNACLE
' (EXODUS 25-31, 35-40)

| ® SACRED STORY

1 @ CORE PRESENTATION

THE MATERIAL
| @ LOCATION: SACRED STORY SHELVES

@ PIECES: DESERT BOX, ARK, TENT AND COVERINGS, FURNISHINGS,
PEOPLE OF 60D

@ UNDERLAY: NONE

BACKGROUND

There are two Hebrew words that we translate into English as “ark.” One word
refers to the giant boat that Noah built. The other word refers to the ark of the
covenant. This latter was a box or chest that contained at least the tablets of the
commandments, and, according to some traditions, the rod of Aaron and a vessel
of manna.

I W U

Moses experienced God’s presence on the mountain, but also in the tent of meeting.
In addition, God’s presence was in—or more likely seated on—a throne above the
ark of YHWH. The two traditions of the tent and the ark came together in the taber-
. nacle. The tabernacle was so important that it was described in detail twice, first in
Exodus 25-31, as what, on Mount Sinai, God told Moses to make, and secondly in
Exodus 35-40, as a description of what was made following the directions given to

I Moses.

NOTES ON THE MATERIAL

" Use a desert box to present this lesson. You'll find a tray with the material for this
lesson on the top sacred story shelf, to the right of the Ten Best Ways material as
you face the shelf. On the tray, there is a box that holds the ark, the incense altar,
a seven-branched lamp and a table for the twelve pieces of bread.
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