ENRICHMENT LESSON

A CHILDREN S LITURGY
FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

LESSON NOTES

FOCUS: THE NATIVITY STORY AS LITURGY
® LITURGICAL ACTION
@ ENRICHMENT PRESENTATION

THE MATERIAL
® LOCATION: WHEREVER YOUR PARISH DISPLAYS ITS PARISH CRECHE FIGURES

@ PIECES: PARISH CRECHE FIGURES (STABLE, MARY, JOSEPH, ANIMALS, ETC.)
@ UNDERLAY: NONE

BACKGROUND

This presentation can be used as a sermon before or during the main Christmas Eve
liturgy, or as a brief, separate children’s service. A storyteller tells the story, which is
punctuated by several familiar Christmas hymns. During these hymns, fourth- and
fifth-grade children bring the créche figures from the back of the church to the chan-
cel. At the end of the story, all the children come forward—with their parents, if
necessary—to place stars around and in the créche as everyone sings “Silent Night.”
In the main liturgy, as people come forward for Holy Communion, they will pass by
this star-decorated scene.

NOTES ON THE MATERIAL

Most parishes have a large-sized créche that is visible to the congregation. This mate-
rial can be used in this liturgy, or groups of children and adults can make the créche
figures from papier-maché or other material suitable for large-scale modeling.

SPECIAL NOTES

Tip: Be sure to plan well ahead of time if you would like your church to include this
liturgy in its Christmas celebration. Be willing to adapt the story, music or actions to
the needs of your congregation.
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