LESSON 9

THE EXILE AND RETURN

| LESSON NOTES

FOCUS: 60D'S PRESENCE WITH THE PEOPLE IN EXILE (2 KINGS 25;
2 CHRONICLES 36:13-23; EZRA; NEHEMIAH)

® SACRED STORY
@ CORE PRESENTATION
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THE MATERIAL

@ LOCATION: SACRED STORY SHELVES

@ PIECES: DESERT BOX, PEOPLE OF 60D, CHAIN, BLUE YARN, BLOCKS
@® UNDERLAY: NONE
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BACKGROUND

Abraham and Sarah traveled away from their home, a land where people thought
that gods were in each thing—such as in the sky, in a river or in a tree. The under-
standing that all of God might be everywhere sustained Abraham and Sarah as they
finally made their way to Canaan, where Laughter (Isaac) was born. And God was

r there.

In this lesson, nearly the same arcing journey is taken by God’s People, but this time
in the opposite direction. Even though this journey is forced onto God’s People, the
same astounding discovery is made. God was not just in one place, in the temple in
! Jerusalem. God was also in a foreign and strange land. God’s presence is not here or
there, but everywhere, waiting. To be found. To find us.

NOTES ON THE MATERIAL

Use the desert box for this lesson. Locate the tray with material for this lesson on the
top shelf of the sacred story shelves, to the right of the Ark and the Temple as you
face the shelves. The most important item is a large chain, long enough to stretch
from one side of the desert box to the other. Keep the chain in its own basket on the
tray so the children can see it and wonder about it as they look along the shelves.

The tray also holds two pieces of blue yarn for the Euphrates and Tigris rivers, a
block of wood to represent Haran and a larger block of wood to represent the city
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