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After three glorious days of 80 degree, blue-skyed, balmy-breezed days, summer struck with 
a vengeance—right now, at 5:15 on a Monday afternoon, it’s 90 + degrees outside and the 
humidity is high.  I don’t like it, so am happy to be air-conditioned inside.  I know, I know!  
Most of you are thrilled that summer is here, but on this ‘front’ I’m okay with my minority 
status.  While your favorite sport might be golf or tennis, mine is speed-reading!  And I’m 
going to be doing a lot of reading this summer, just to keep up with the lectionary, those 
lessons appointed for reading in church each Sunday.   
 
After weeks of hearing portions of John’s gospel, we return to the Gospel According to 
Matthew, which we pick up at a very unsettling place, at what some scholars call Jesus’ 
Missionary Discourse.  In these chapters, Jesus begins to prepare his disciples for what it 
means to follow him.  In the early chapters of this gospel, the disciples are called ‘salt of the 
earth’, and ‘light of the world’, but now it’s time to put some meat on those phrases, time for 
Jesus to spell out exactly what discipleship will mean for them.  When they ‘take up [their] 
cross’ to follow Jesus, they will face exactly what he will face—gratitude and thanks from 
some, but also vilification, derision, and, ultimately, for some of the disciples, death.  In the 
coming weeks, the Jesus we know as one who spreads love and peace will render harsh 
judgments, divide families, and destroy social structures.   
 
Coupled with the challenging readings from Matthew that ask, “How do you know you’re 
connecting with God?” are equally tough lessons from Paul’s letter to the Romans, thirteen 
weeks of them, in fact.  Their central message is that ‘asking the right questions about our 
relationship with God is the essential task of the Christian life.’(Sundays and Seasons)  Of 
course, Paul wants us to answer the questions by living Christ-like in all things.  His goal is to 
help those Roman Christians, and us, for that matter, understand just what it means to be 
‘justified by faith’.   ‘Justification’--that’s one of those misunderstood church words that simply 
means being in right relationship with God.  The mystery of justification is that it happened 
when our sins were ‘nailed’ with Jesus to the cross; how to live in the midst of that 
unwarranted grace is what Paul has to teach us! 
 
There is no doubt that I’m going to become much better acquainted with Matthew and Paul 
this summer; I hope you grow along with me. It is my constant surprise that in the midst of 
asking tough life questions and concerns there stands a work three thousand years in the 
making that helps me find the answers—the Word of God. 
 
See you in the pew, 
 

Pr. Linnea 



       Notes from the Vicar 
 

There is a professor at the Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago named Kurt Hendel. Dr. Hendel was born in Germany 

but has lived in the United States for several decades now. He 
is one of LSTC’s resident experts on the Lutheran Confessions 

and the history of the Church. In one of his lectures, he told 

the class that one of his hobbies is to go to church somewhere 
and listen to the sermon to see how many things the Pastor says that are 

heretical. 

            Okay, so that’s a pretty provocative statement. Dr. Hendel didn’t mean 
that there are a bunch of evil Pastors running around trying to undermine 

Christianity. Heresy just means teaching something false about God. His point 
was that many people go around believing – and even preaching – things that, 

when you actually look at them in the Scriptures, really aren’t true at all. There 
are some beliefs and ideas about God that are so culturally ingrained that we 

assume they have to be a part of our faith, but when we turn to the Bible to find 

them, we come up empty. Much of the time, these beliefs are pretty harmless, 
but sometimes, the things we believe even with the best of intentions can hurt us 

and the people we’re trying to reach out to with the Gospel. 

            July is my last month as St. Mark’s Vicar, and I’ll be spending some time 
this month looking at some of these beliefs and claims that seem reasonable or 

comforting on the surface, but which actually run counter to the Gospel message 
in significant and meaningful ways. For four Sundays starting July 13th, I’ll be 

looking at a different theme each week, and exploring why people tend to believe 
it and what the Bible really has to say about it. I don’t want to give too much 

away, but just to give you an idea of what I have in store, the first week’s theme 

is “God helps those who help themselves.” 

            I’m hoping that this series will be thought-provoking and insightful for 
everyone. I’ve experienced a growing desire at St. Mark to engage more deeply 

with Scripture and Lutheran theology, and this is one way that I can help to 
accomplish that. I would love for this exploration to spark some good 

conversation and some deep reflection on what it means to follow Christ and 
believe in the Gospel. I’d love to hear from folks about the little sayings or beliefs 

that you’ve heard – ones that you’re a little suspicious of and ones that you feel 
you’ve really taken to heart. With some luck, we can all learn a great deal about 

God’s abiding and all-encompassing love for all humanity and Creation. 

 
 

Yours in Christ,   Vicar Niles Eastman 
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Thoughts from the Loft 
 

At the end of June, the St. Mark handbells were cleaned and 
refurbished.  There are 60 bells in the bell choir.  The largest weighs 7 

pounds, while the smallest weighs ½ pound.  Many of our bell choir 
members have played in the group since its inception in 1976.  There is, in 

my opinion, no greater sound than that of bells pealing together in praise 

to God.  We can be thankful that our bells were well preserved in the past 
and now will be in good condition for the years to come.  Thanks be to God! 

 
In Christ, 

Tim 
 
 

 

What’s 

Happening in 
Youth & Family 

Ministry? 
 

 
Vacation Bible School is quickly 

approaching – July 28 through August 1.  
This summer we will focus on a family-
based experience, where all can work and 

learn together.  Every age is welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  Children, as well 

as moms, dads, grandmas and grandpas, 
can all share in the fun!  Registration 
forms are available online at 

www.stmarkmp.org.  Volunteers are also 
needed to help with dinner, games, crafts, 

and decorating before the start of VBS.  If 
you are interested in helping in any way, 
sign up on the Connection Card on 

Sunday, email me at 
stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org or call the 

church office at 847-253-0631. 
 
This summer two youth will be 

participating in Leadership Lab, which is 
being held at Augustana College in Rock 

Island, IL July 21-26.  Adam Mockenhaupt 
will be participating for his 3rd time and 
Tim Blazek is the rookie this year, going 

for his 1st time.  The theme for 2014 Lab 

is Pour on the SALT & Turn on the LIGHT  
MATTHEW 5:13-14.  I will be excited to hear 
how God moved and worked in these 

young men, how about you? 
 

As St. Mark begins the search for our new 
Youth and Family Coordinator, I will be 
looking for many helping hands to help 

with Youth Ministry in the Fall.  We will 
need volunteers to help with WOW 

(children’s Christian Education) as 
teachers and dinner helpers; with 

FaithWalk (confirmation) as guides; and 
with SHINE! (High School Youth Group) as 
additional adult leaders and dinner 

helpers.   Please prayerfully consider how 
you can use your talents to engage the 

youth of St. Mark.  Sign-up will begin in 
August. 
 

Preview:  Next Summer (2015) will once 
again be the year of the National Youth 

Gathering.  Calling all Youth who are 
currently going into 8th grade through 
senior year in High School!!  You will be 

eligible for this trip!!!  We will be going to 
Detroit, MI July 15-19, 2015.  Start 

talking about it now.  Registration begins 
in September.  More info to come….   
 

Peace be with you! 
Jill Galyon, Interim Youth Coordinator 

 

 

http://www.stmarkmp.org/
mailto:stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org
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VBS is coming…. 
 

July 28 – August 1 

6-8 PM 
(optional Sandwich Supper @ 5:30 PM) 

 

Come and learn as a Family 

Fun for all ages! 
 

Volunteers also needed…interested? Sign up on 

the Connection Card or email the church office at 

stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org 

Register online at www.stmarkmp.org 
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Summer Fellowship Activities 

 

Summer BBQs 

The Fellowship Committee will host 
one more Fellowship lunch during the 

summer months - July 27 starting at 
11:30, giving people time to stop by 

the Farmer's Market before coming 
over for lunch.   We are collecting a 

free will offering to cover expenses. 
 Mark your calendar.  The Fellowship 

Committee hopes you will join us!  
  
 

Ravinia 
St. Mark goes to Ravinia – August 17!  

Come hear the music of ABBA from 
the lawn. For Tickets: contact Ravinia 

directly for Lawn tickets.  We will car pool 
for the parking lot the day of the event. 
 
 
Fellowship Committee: 
Rachel Scott Potter, Kirsten LoRusso, 
Jennifer Lenius, Kim Perlich, Jan Scott and 
Vicar Niles Eastman 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The King’s Players Present: 

 

July 17-20, 2014 
The King's Players production of 

Bye Bye Birdie 

will be presented in the theatre of 

Rolling Meadows High School 

(new location) 

Thursday, July 17th - 7:30 pm 

Friday, July 18th - 7:30 pm 

Saturday, July 19th - 7:30 pm 

Sunday, July 20th - 1:30 pm 

Tickets are $12 in advance 

$15 at the door 

Tickets will be available after church 

on select Sundays 

or during the week by calling the 

District 214 Community Ed office 

at 847-718-7702  

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm 
 
 

St. Mark Community Youth Theatre 
In partnership with 

D214 Community Education 
 

For more information, please visit our website: 
www.thekingsplayers.org 



CrossBeams  July 2014

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 
  

 Friday-Sunday, July 18-20 

Young Church Women United 
Leadership Retreat 

Cenacle Retreat and Conference Center 
Lincoln Park 

 
Thursday-Sunday, July 24-27 

Women of the ELCA 9th Triennial 
Gathering 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
 

Tuesday, August 5 
Summer Bible Study Day 

“Of Many Generations” 
Great Room 

 
 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +   
 

 
 
 

 
 

Women of the ELCA  
9th Triennial Gathering 
“Of Many Generations” 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Thursday-Sunday, July 24-27 
Speakers, worship, workshops 

Servant events, films, exhibit hall 
More info available at welcatg.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Church Women United  
Leadership Retreat 

Calling all young women! Are you currently 
active in Church Women United, your church or 
your denomination? Are you told you are a great 
leader or want to focus on what is important to 
you? Then be part of the second young women 
leadership retreat at the Cenacle Retreat and 
Conference Center in Lincoln Park. Questions 
and interests can be sent to 
ycwureps@gmail.com.  

 
 

 
Tuesday, August 5 

Summer Bible Study Day 
“Of Many Generations” 

Registration/coffee begins at 8:30am 
Study begins at 9, concludes by 2:30 

Cost, $8 -- includes lunch 
Reservations taken starting July 6 
Or call Gail Radtke, 847-255-2977 

 
 
 
 

Watch Those Store Ads! 
School has only been out for a few weeks. But 
before long, those school supply ads will be 
hitting the newspapers! Stock up while the 
prices are good because in August we will start 
collecting items for the Lutheran World Relief 
school and health kits. Watch future church 
publications for the lists of items needed.  

 

mailto:ycwureps@gmail.com


 Notes from the Council: 
 

At the June 17, 2014 Council Meeting we focused on how to proceed 

regarding hiring a Youth and Family Coordinator.  We realize this is a huge 

position and an area of ministry that is vital to the congregation.  As a 
result, we have decided to pursue a full-time lay person who has 

specialized training in youth work and Lutheran theology.  We are currently 

putting together a job description, talking to the synod about the position, 
and hope to form a search committee within the next couple of months.  

Please pray for this process and for the selection of the right person to lead 

this important ministry at St. Mark. 
 

It’s hard to believe that even though summer has just begun we are 

already planning for Rally Day and the ELCA Day of Service.  Discussion 
was held regarding these two events and more details will be available 

after the July Council Meeting. 

 
The committees have been hard at work.  Fellowship has a host of 

activities planned for the summer.  Hopefully you will be able join the 

group for a little fun and an opportunity to get to know and socialize with 
other St. Markers.  Watch the Sunday bulletins and Crossbeams for more 

information on these events.  The Stewardship Committee has been 

working on the fall stewardship campaign.  We are hoping to make this a 
church-wide event that will combine education along with reflection on the 

gifts you can offer St. Mark.  Youth and Family is also busy with summer 

events ranging from VBS to Teen Serve and Leadership Lab.  Once again 
the St. Mark Family will have the opportunity to support our youth as they 

travel to these important ministry opportunities. 

 

As always, let one of your council members know if you have questions or 

concerns about things at St. Mark.  Council members are:  Linda Olson, 

Eve Smith, Nancy Snell, Stacy Drumtra, Kevin Blazek, Linda Ernst, Marilyn 
Gosell, Rachel Potter, Dianne Quast, and Mark Sorum. 
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Save 

The Date 
 

 
 

************************************************ 
Greater Chicago Food Depository  

29th Annual Hunger Walk 

 
Thank you to all who walked and for the generous donations we received for the GCFD Hunger 
Walk. 
We had 54 Walkers that our LCC pantry account will get a credit of $12 for each Walker...$648. 
All May and June contributions will be applied to our LCC pantry account.  
Total contributions exceeding $5000 will earn a bonus $1000 for an Agency's food account. 
June Totals are not complete......Thank you to All......We made the $1000 bonus. 
Estimated Contributions, Walker bonus and $5000 Contributors bonus..... 
Estimated LCC Food Pantry Total Hunger Walk earnings.....$7500. 
THANK YOU to ALL, 
 
For helping us to serve the needy families of our community, 

 
Walker Reach 
LCC Food Pantry 
 

 
 St. Markers Jerry Clauser, Kalla Galyon & Jill Galyon walked to help 

the Lutheran Church of the Cross Food Pantry on June 21st.



 

 

 

 
 

 
St. Mark Memory Patio 
 

Last Fall, Greg Madden began refurbishing the patio area 
adjacent to the Evergreen Street entrance as his Eagle 

Scout Project.  He sold a number of bricks and they were 
installed in November. 

 
However, the Patio is not finished.  Bricks can still be 

purchased, as this project will be on-going.   We would like 
to have one more installation of bricks before the patio is 

dedicated on August 10, 2014. 
 

If you would like to purchase a brick, now is the time to do so.  Bricks can be a 

memorial, to honor someone, or to give thanks for a blessing.  The Order 
deadline is July 11, to have your brick installed in time for the Dedication. 

 
To learn more about the project and order a brick, go to 

http://www.bricksrus.com/order/stmark.  Order forms are also available in the 
narthex. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Many Thanks to the congregation of St. Mark for all your support throughout 

the school year.  We are especially thankful to all who clipped and saved the 

Labels for Education.  With these Labels for Education, we were able to get a 

new copier/printer/scanner for the preschool office.  
 

Referrals Rewarded 

St. Mark members who refer a student to the St. Mark Preschool and 

Enrichment Center, who remains for 30 days or longer, will receive a $25 

gasoline gift card.  Please notify the Preschool office of the student you are 

referring at: 847-253-0631  ext. 19 

 

 

http://www.bricksrus.com/order/stmark


 

 

Guest Column 
You are invited to submit an article for the next 

issue! [we may have to edit for space and/or 

content] 
A Slave to No one, But a Servant to All 

 

“For though I am free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more.”        ---1 Corinthians 9:19 (King James) 

 

Tell me to do something…demand that I do it, and do it right away…it probably will not get 
done. On the other hand, request that I do something and persuade me that it is important, 

then you will have my utmost attention and devotion to the project. If the request is at all 
within my skill set, it will be completed to the best of my abilities. When someone demands 
that I do something, they treat me like a slave; and thank God I only have to imagine how 

horrific slavery must be when brute force is used to demand adherence to the will of the 
slave driver. When someone requests my services, however, it warms my heart that they 
thought of me; and I will do my best to comply. I am a slave to no one, but (potentially) a 

servant to all.   
 
One of my favorite quotes is attributed to Paul D. Moody, son of D.L. Moody, founder of The 

Moody Bible Institute: “The measure of a man is not the number of his servants, but in the 
number of people whom he serves”. Leaders who have many servants are vulnerable to 
attack by those who serve them and those who may be jealous of their power. Leaders who 

serve, i.e. servant leaders, are generally loved and protected by those whom they serve 
because almost everyone wants to be served. When leaders understand their roles as 
servants to their constituents, they emulate Christ’s leadership style. Pope Francis is a great 

example. During his papacy, he has broken the long-standing tradition of washing only the 
feet of priests. Last year, he washed the feet of two women and two Muslims at a juvenile 
detention center in Rome. This year, he visited a home for the elderly and disabled to wash 

the feet of twelve disabled people of different ages, ethnicities, and religious confessions. He 
humbly and publicly witnesses to the concept of being a slave to no one, but a servant to all 
(whom he leads). 

 
Washing the feet of others during Holy Week is a time-honored tradition in many Christian 
communities. It is symbolic of our intent to serve others following Jesus’ example. We have 

opportunities to serve others in so many ways…most every day! As members of a family, we 
can serve one another. At our places of work and worship, opportunities to serve abound. In 
our communities: when we help the homeless, when we feed the hungry, when we ‘pay-it-

forward’, when we restrain our need for recognition and perform ‘random acts of 
kindness’…in all of these ways, and so many more…we can find opportunities to serve. 
Humanity is evolving (albeit slowly) to a kinder, gentler place. To the ignorant, would-be 

slave owners who are still amongst us, we must resoundingly say, with our brothers and 
sisters around the globe, that we are children of God…and as such, we are slaves to no one, 
but are willing to be servants to all. 

 
As we continue our healthy spiritual journey, let us look for opportunities to rid the world of 
slavery in all of its manifestations, including human trafficking; while we serve one another 

using Jesus as our example. 
 
In God’s Love, 

Lanny Wilson 
 

“The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for 
many.”        --Matthew 20:28 



 

 

 
 
 

 

                                                         2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
5 pm Basketball 
6 pm Intern Committee 
7 pm The King’s Players 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm Basketball 

2 
9 am Volleyball 
5 pm Children’s Choir 
6:30 pm Basketball 
7 pm The King’s Players 
Rehearsal 
 

3 
5 pm Basketball 
6 pm Shopping Cart 
Brigade Rehearsal 
 

4 
OFFICE CLOSED 
11:30 am Parade 
Lineup 

5 

6 
7:30 am TeenServe 
Mission Trip Departure 
8 am Chapel Service 
10 am Worship 
1 pm The King’s Players 
Rehearsal 
6 pm Basketball 
 
 

7 
TeenServe Mission Trip 
4 pm Basketball 
7 pm King’s Players 
Rehearsal 
 

8 
TeenServe Mission Trip 
9 am Ruth Circle 
5 pm Basketball 
7 pm The King’s Players 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm Basketball 

9 
TeenServe Mission Trip 
9 am  Volleyball 
5 pm Children’s Choir 
6:30 pm Basketball 
7 pm The King’s Players 
Rehearsal 
 

10 
TeenServe Mission Trip 
6 pm Basketball 

11 
TeenServe Mission Trip 
5 pm Basketball 

12 
TeenServe Mission Trip 
Return 
8 am The King’s Players 
Sing-thru, Potluck & 
Worship 

13 
8 am Chapel Service 
10 am Worship 
6 pm Basketball 
 
 

14 
1 pm Book Club 
6 pm Summer Supper 
7 pm Mary Circle 

15 
5 pm Basketball 
7 pm Council Meeting 
7:30 pm Basketball 

16 
9 am Volleyball 
5 pm Children’s Choir 
6:30 pm Basketball 
 

17 
6 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Bye Bye Birdie 

18 
5 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Bye Bye Birdie 

19 
7:30 pm Bye Bye Birdie 

20 
8 am Chapel Service 
10 am Worship 
1:30 pm Bye Bye Birdie 
5:30 pm SHINE! 
6 pm Basketball 
 

21 
Leadership Lab 
Departure 
4 pm Basketball 
6 pm Basketball 

22 
Leadership Lab 
5 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Basketball 

23 
Leadership Lab 
9 am Volleyball 
5 pm Children’s Choir 
6:30 pm Basketball 
 

24 
Leadership Lab 
4:30 pm Basketball 
6 pm Basketball 
 

25 
Leadership Lab 
5 pm Basketball 
 

26 
Leadership Lab Return 

27 
8 am Chapel Service 
10 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship 
BBQ 
6 pm Basketball 
 
 

28 
5:30 pm Sandwich 
Supper 
6 pm VBS 
7 pm Foundation 
Meeting 
7:30 pm Basketball 

29 
5:30 pm Sandwich 
Supper 
6 pm VBS 
6 pm Basketball 
 

30 
9 am Volleyball 
5 pm Children’s Choir 
5:30 pm Sandwich 
Supper 
6 pm VBS 
6:30 pm Basketball 

31 
5:30 pm Sandwich 
Supper 
6 pm VBS 
6 pm Basketball 
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St. Mark Lutheran Church 

847/253-0631 
Fax 847/253-5387 

stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org 
 

Staff 

Pastor       Linnea Wilson  lwilson@stmarkmp.org 
Vicar       Niles Eastman  stmarkvicar@stmarkmp.org 
Music Director    Timothy Spelbring tspelbring@stmarkmp.org 

Parish Administrator  Nancy Hundley  nhundley@stmarkmp.org 
Office Administrator     Jill Galyon   jgalyon@stmarkmp.org 

Preschool Director   Barb Zediker   bzediker@stmarkmp.org 
 

Sunday Worship 

Chapel Service ~ 8 am   Worship Service ~ 10 am 
 

Fellowship/Education Hour 

9 am 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday  8:30 am – 4:30 pm  Friday 8:30 am – 12 pm noon 


