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Lent—lengthening—earth’s restoration from the tomb of winter. 

Bud-swell.  Chill’s ease.  Squirrel frisk.  Dog banter. 

Temptation in the garden. 

Temptation in the wilderness. 

Abram—righteous, so blessed. 

Nicodemus—doubting, yet blessed. 

Water from the rock, drink and live. 

Water from Him, drink and be saved. 

David, savior—slingshot and stones. 

Jesus, redeemer—saliva and soil. 

Bud-swell.  Chill’s ease.  Squirrel frisk.  Dog banter. 

Lent—lengthening—resurrection from my spirit’s winter. 
 

Our Sunday readings remind us of the constant presence of God on the life of God’s people. 
 

 March 9  Temptation in the garden—Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7 

     Temptation in the wilderness—Matthew 4:1–11 

 March 16  Abram blessed to be a great nation—Genesis 12:1–4a 

     Nicodemus blessed to have eternal life—John 3:1–17 

 March 23  The Lord satisfies physical thirst at Massah and Meribah-Exodus 17:1–7 

     Jesus’ satisfies spiritual thirst at the well—John 4:5–42 

 March 30  David, anointed by Samuel—1 Samuel 16:1–13 

     The blind man, ‘anointed’ by Jesus—John 9:1–41 
 

Take time this holy season to delve into the wondrous salvation story held between the 

Bible’s covers.  Then see how you’d answer the Israelites’ question:  “Is the Lord among 
us or not?” 
 

See you in the pew!                Pr. Linnea 
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Notes from Vicar Niles Eastman 
 

Many of you probably heard that I led a 
discussion group in February on the topic 
of same-gender relationships and the 

Bible. I wanted to take a little time this 
month to talk about that particular 

meeting. The purpose of the discussion 
group is to gather together and talk about 
the issues or teachings of the church that 

we are confused about, or have problems 
with, or simply want to know more about. 

I try to make it a discussion, rather than a 
simple lecture or educational session, so 
that we can all contribute and share our 

own feelings and experiences. I think the 
meetings we have had thus far have been 

very interesting and engaging for 
everyone who attended, including 
February’s. 
 

We spent a good deal of time simply 
talking about the ELCA’s official stances 
on same-gender marriage and lgbt clergy. 

A half-dozen people, not counting myself 
or Pastor Linnea, attended, and we very 

quickly ate up our hour and half with 
discussion and questions. It was, we all 
felt, a very helpful and illuminating chance 

to talk, and while I did provide a good bit 
of educational content, there was also 

some decent discussion among all of us. 
We were all in different places on this 

difficult topic, but I think everyone felt 
respected and listened to, and above all, 
everyone felt like they finished the time 

with a better understanding of the 
complexities of the topic than they had at 

the beginning. 
 

As a church, we shouldn’t shy away from 
controversial topics like this – it is in these 

areas of disagreement and difficulty that 
we so often find the Goodness of Christ, 
who fills us with Grace and Love 

regardless of our theological stances. 
When we approach our disagreements 

with love and respect, we become a 
stronger community as a whole. The point 
is not to get everyone thinking the same 

way, but to affirm and lift up our common 
cause and our common faith in Christ in 

the midst of our diversity and differences. 

These discussion groups are one of my 
favorite aspects of my ministry here at St. 

Mark, and I would love to see more and 
more of you join us as we continue to 
share our personal journeys and 

challenges in wrestling with our Christian 
beliefs. Come, and be fed! 
 

In Christ, 

Vicar Niles Eastman 
 

 

Thoughts from the Loft 
 

To continue the 

discussion of musical 
instruments at St. 

Mark, this month I 
would like to talk about 
the pianos.  There are six 

pianos at St. Mark, in 
addition to several 

electronic keyboards.  In the sanctuary, 
there is a Baldwin grand piano down front, 
and an electronic piano in the balcony.  

Both lead the choir and congregation in 
Song each week.  Also, there is a piano in 

the Great Room, one in the Choir Room, 
and one in the Fellowship Hall.  There are 

two pianos in the education wing.  Each of 
these pianos play a role in the musical life 
at St. Mark.  We can give thanks that St. 

Mark is blessed with so many fine 
instruments for use now and in the future! 
 

Blessings, 

Tim 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
What’s Happening in 
our GLOCAL church 

 
Go to the ELCA website for details and 

information.  www.ELCA.org/global-link 
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Pictorial Directory 

 
On Tuesday March 18 between 3 and 9 

pm Lifetouch photographers will return to  
St. Mark to take pictures of members,  
friends & family. Photos will be taken in 

the Great Room. Please visit the St. Mark 
website and click the link to reserve your 

time: Questions? Contact Pat Lenius at 
patlenius@yahoo.com or call/text at 
847-848-0931. 
 

We need full name of person; phone 
number; how many people in group; what 

time; and email address if possible. 
 

 

SpringFest 2014 

 
On April 27th, the parents of the youth of 
St. Mark will host our 2nd Annual 

SpringFest at the Center.   This event 
offers a wonderful opportunity to gather 
the local community for food, fun and 

fellowship with proceeds going toward the 
annual TeenServe mission trip, Leadership 

Lab, 2015 Youth Quake Retreat and more.  
SpringFest features all sorts of games, 
food, raffles and entertainment for all 

ages!  This is an event to which you will 
want to bring your friends and family. 
 

We need your help to make this event a 
great success.  There are 3 ways you can 
help: 

 
Donate your time!  Come participate by 

joining a committee.  
 

Donate a raffle prize/basket!  Do you 
have a flair for putting together a gift 

basket or just want to donate some items 
to make one, we need YOU.  We are 

looking for sports items – game tickets, 
spirit wear, etc.; gift certificates; 
something you made – jewelry, purses, 

candles, etc; electronics; stuffed animals.  
Or sponsor a game – donate cash and 

signage of your generosity will be 
displayed.  Contact Karen Fleming at 

KFleming57@gmail.com or 847-490-7702. 

 
Bring your friends and family!  Help us 

get the word out so that this event will be 
a huge success. 

 
 

What’s Happening in 

Youth & Family Ministry 
 

A new semester began in January for St. 
Mark’s Youth education programs – WOW 

& Children’s  Church (preschool-5th 
grade), FaithWalk (confirmation) and 

Shine!(High School).  WOW started up 
again on Wednesday evenings with stories 
from the New Testament.  We are using 

Holy Moly curriculum.  At WOW, we watch 
a short movie clip of the story, have 

discussion and do a craft/activity to go 
along with the story.  In Children’s Church 
on Sunday mornings, we are repeating the 

stories introduced at WOW.  The children 
also participate in activities and/or crafts.  

FaithWalk, also on Wednesday nights, is 
continuing to study the New Testament as 
well.  Large group sessions are being lead 

by Pastor Carl Anderson, Bob Schultz, 
Rich Adam, Paul Erbe as well as Pastor 

Linnea Wilson and Vicar Niles Eastman.  
Eleven FaithWalk students, along with 4 

adult chaperones, participated in the 
Youth Quake retreat at the end of January 
in Oakbrook.  Special thanks to Diane 

Mockenhaupt, Joni Beaudry and Vicar 
Niles for coming with me to chaperone! 
 

Thank you for the great congregational 

support during our fundraisers – Jam & 
Jelly Sale and the Bake Sale.   All 

proceeds were used to help offset the cost 
of the retreat.   Shine! continues to meet 
on Sunday nights.  We meet for food, 

faith, fellowship and fun!  Shine! youth 
have also been helping pack bags for the 

Backpack Ministry.   On Super Bowl 
Sunday, FaithWalk and Shine! youth 
participated in this year’s Souper Bowl of 

Caring, collecting canned food and money 
to support the food pantries, PADS and 

Backpack ministry. 
 

Peace be with you! 
Jill Galyon, Interim Youth Coordinator 

mailto:patlenius@yahoo.com
mailto:KFleming57@gmail.com
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Tuesday, March 4, 5:45 pm   
Mardi Gras Potluck - Fellowship Hall 
For ALL St. Markers! 
 

Friday, March 7, 9:15am 

World Day of Prayer Breakfast 
First United Methodist Church, Palatine 
Both men and women are invited! 
 

Wed. & Tues., March 19 & 25 

Quilting - 2nd floor, Education wing 
 

Saturday, March 22, 8:30 am 

25th Anniversary Covenant 
Celebration  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Villa Park 
 

Mardi Gras Potluck 
Come to Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 

March 4, at 5:45pm for an all-church 
potluck dinner. Pop, coffee and lemonade 

will be provided. 
 

If your last name begins with A-M, 

please bring a pasta or main dish. 
 

If it begins with N-Z, 
please bring a salad or dessert. 

 

A short palm burning service will conclude 
the evening. 
 

World Day of Prayer 
“Streams in the Desert” 

A breakfast will be sponsored by the 
Northwest Cook County unit of Church 
Women United at 9:15 am on Friday, 

March 7 at First United Methodist Church 
of Palatine.  The service was written by 

the women of Egypt. Our guest speaker is 
Father Marcos Rizk from St. Mary’s Coptic 
Orthodox Church of Chicago 
 

Both men and women are invited to join 

this day of prayer which is being 
celebrated in over 160 countries. 
Reservations are just $5. Contact Gail 

Radtke, 847-255-2977, by March 2. 
 

Quilters are now in the Education 

wing on the 2nd floor.  March 19th and 
25th. Call Mary Ann Anderson, 847-394-

0639 for times. 

 

25th Anniversary 

of the Covenant between the women of 
the Metro Chicago Synod of the ELCA  
and the Archdiocese of Chicago 

“Growing Together in Faith” 
Saturday, March 22, 8:30 am – 1 pm 

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Villa Park 
Reservations due 3/15 - $20, includes 

lunch.  Contact Gail Radtke for further 

info 847-255-2977 
 

An Invitation from Nicky Draves, 
Synod Women of the ELCA President 

“If you are looking for a Christian 
organization that promotes the well-being 

of women and children and at the same 
time make new friends and have a good 
time, this is the organization for you …. 

We want women to connect with other 
women in our synod, exchange ideas and 

learn what possibilities are out there for 
Christian women in our society. Join us at 
our special [Synodical] events – you may 

be surprised at what a fun and inspiring 
day it will be.” 
 

Treat Yourself to  
Spiritual Refreshment 

This event happens only once every three 
years. Don’t miss the chance to join with 
more than 1000 other ELCA women from 

across the country! 
 

Women of the ELCA 

9th Triennial Gathering 
“Of Many Generations” 

 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
Thursday-Sunday, July 24-27, 2014 
Speakers, worship, workshops, Servant 

events, films, exhibit hall and a special 
visit from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton.  More info available at welcatg.org. 
Contact Gail Radtke, 847-255-2977 
 

Looking Ahead 
Mark your calendars and watch for details 
 

Tuesday, April 8, 3-8 pm 
Lenten Evening of Prayer for Women 
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Especially for Young Women 

 
Café E-zine 

Do you tend to think of Women of the 
ELCA as an organization for “older” ladies? 
Take a few minutes to check out Café, an 

online magazine geared to young adult 
women – boldcafe.org. For ten years it 

has been a resource for young women 
who want to talk about their faith and 
their lives. Give it a try – see what you 

think! 
 

Triennial Gathering 

Check out welcatg.org, and the article 
above, for more info about “Of Many 

Generations” taking place in July. 
 

 
Young Church Women United 

Leadership Retreat 
 

Calling all young women! Mark your 
calendar for July 18-20 to be part of the 
second young women leadership retreat at 

the Cenacle Retreat and Conference 
Center in Lincoln Park. Are you currently 

active in Church Women United, your 
church or your denomination? Are you told 
you are a great leader or want to focus on 

what is important to you? Then you fit the 
qualifications to attend the retreat. 

Questions and interests can be sent to 
ycwureps@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
 
 

Guest Column 
 

Everyone is invited to submit an item of interest.  
Send us an article for the next issue! [we reserve the right to edit for space and/or content] 

 

Guest Columnist 

Carl Anderson ~ Stewardship 
 

Recently I read a pastor’s column from Daryl Thul, pastor at Sillerud & Trinity 

Lutheran Churches in Balaton, MN.  This is my childhood church home, and my 
brother is a member there.  I liked it.  It made me think.  And I have his 
permission to share it. 
 

John Wayne was wrong when he said, “Never apologize and never explain – it’s a sign of 
weakness” in the 1949 film She wore a Yellow Ribbon. 

 

Of course, Benjamin Franklin warns us to “Never ruin an apology with an excuse.” 
 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed.  The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5: 16 
 

The funny thing about the Bible is that “repenting” of your sins is really not about feeling 
bad about them.  It is simply not doing them again.  Repenting is turning around! 
 

And as far as accepting apologies goes, the Bible says something about that, too. 
 

“If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you 

seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive 
him.”                     Luke 17: 3-4 
 

That’s a pretty high standard, something we would do well to live up to in our lives. 

mailto:ycwureps@gmail.com


 

 

 
As we work our way into the second month of 2014, I want to tell you that I have not 

increased my overall giving in the last two years.  I didn’t do this because I was hurting 
for money and I certainly didn’t do this because of the pastor.  I simply did this because 

I didn’t think about it. 
 
I am “repenting” – which means that I am turning it around.  I am doing this by filling 

out a new Simply Giving Form and upping my monthly tithe.  In addition, I am 
submitting additional checks in the offering at both Trinity and Sillerud the next couple of 

months to make up the difference for what I’ve missed. 
 
God has been generous and kind with us – and specifically with my family and me.  So 

when we intentionally or unintentionally hold back in where God wants us to be, we’re 
really not living up to where God has placed us. 

 
Having shared with you my shortcoming, I repent.  Please forgive me. 
 

I ask that you take a look at your giving history and see if you might need to make some 
adjustments as well.  I'm not sharing this to make you feel bad or to dredge for money, 

but simply as a means of starting a conversation on one aspect of our lives together – 
something we don’t talk about a lot. 

 
Simply Giving, a means by which money is taken out of your account on a self-
determined schedule, is a great way to ensure that your sharing is timely and current.  

I’m hoping that many of you will start to give in this manner because it will allow the 
churches to better manage their funds through a consistent stream of revenue. 

 
You have been very generous in the past, with your time and your talents – not to 
mention your money. So thank you very much and God bless you. 

 
I liked his clarification that repentance is not about feeling bad, or lamenting 

my inattention to the right, but changing my behavior.  We will have bad 
feelings, but changing what we do often makes us feel better.  And I appreciate 
his reminder that the life of stewardship involves regular discipline lest we drift 

away from our priorities.  May we go and do likewise. 

 

Guest Column [2] 

 

The Evolution of Yorka 

“Evolution: A process of formation or growth; development”  Random House 
Webster’s Dictionary 

 
This was my seventh mission trip. Throughout the years, we have delivered a big dose of 
Christ’s Healing Ministry to people who do not speak English, so we are heavily 

dependent upon interpreters. Amanda, my interpreter for the last few years, speaks 
English and Spanish with equal fluency, and since she works in hospital administration, 

she knows the language of medicine.  Amanda brought the maturity of being a loving 
wife and mother along with her great personality. She spoiled our patients and me. I 
loved it! The only problem was…what would I do if (as happened this year) Amanda 

could not go with us? The answer for this mission trip was…the evolution of Yorka. 
 



 

 

 
 

After arriving at our destination and preparing a private, dignified space to see patients, 
it was time to find an interpreter. Our host led me to five teenagers—one of whom would 

interpret for me. After eliminating the three young men, I let the girls decide who would 
work with me. “There’s my office. Surprise me.” I said. A few minutes later, eighteen 
year old, Yorkary de Leon (Yorka for short) arrived, smiling, at my door. She had no 

medical background and was learning to speak English. In order for me to help the 
people we came to serve, I needed to help the evolution of Yorka. 

 
The first day was difficult for Yorka and me, but she was a bright, patient student of 
English and of medicine. On the second day, we were doing so well that I could begin to 

feel God’s presence at work in our communications. Later in the week, for a variety of 
reasons, Yorka was challenged and distracted. I was sad and frustrated that this 

teenager was not grasping the spirit of servanthood. The week was coming to a close 
much too soon. I prayed for some inspiring words that would help me share the heart of 
medicine with my youthful student. My mission trip had taken on a new purpose. In 

addition to serving the needy, it was now about cultivating the spirit of compassion and 
Christian love in my interpreter. It was about the evolution of Yorka. 

 
So, on the final morning before patients arrived, I sat quietly with her and shared these 

words: “You are my voice. Without you, it is impossible for me to serve these beautiful 
people. Do you know the Golden Rule?” She did not. “It simply says that we should care 
for each person the way that we would want to be cared for. Let’s help every person that 

we see today feel loved, and let’s make this the best of all days, Yorka, for ourselves and 
for our patients.” As the day unfolded, it became the best mission day I have ever 

experienced. Yorka’s voice was my voice. We were God’s hands and feet and voice for 
those whom we served. When we said our tearful goodbyes, my new young friend 
proclaimed that this had been the best week of her life; and that she wanted to become 

a doctor one day so that she could continue helping people the way we had done that 
week. I hope and pray that she will since our missionary efforts could be multiplied many 

times over through the (continued) evolution of Yorka. 
 
Throughout our healthy spiritual journey, let us help one another grow and develop and 

evolve. By practicing the Golden Rule, and teaching it to others, we will have the 
opportunity to witness God’s transformative power in action…as I evidenced with the 

evolution of Yorka. 
 
In God’s Love, 

Lanny Wilson 
 

“Do unto others as you would have them do onto you.”  The Golden Rule 

 



 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church ~ Cash Flow Statement Summary ~ General Fund/Preschool ~ January 21, 2014 
 

  MTD Actual 2014  YTD Actual 2014  Annual Budget 2014 
INCOME 
Offerings/Bequests  $35,510.00  $35,510.00  $417,747.00 
Administrative  $0.00  $0.00  $1,500.00 
Facility Usage  $0.00  $0.00  $8,000.00 
Facility Usage-Booster Cl  $0.00  $0.00  $3,000.00 
Preschool Fac Usage  $1,500.00  $1,500.00  $7,500.00 
Facility Usage Parsonage  $1,300.00  $1,300.00  $15,000.00 
Ministries  $77.75  $77.75  $3,500.00 
*Preschool/Daycare Fund Income  $14,066.00  $14,066.00  $69,125.00 
 

Total  $52,453.75  $52,453.75  $525,372.00 
 

EXPENSES 
Administrative  $1,338.78  $1,338.78  $55,255.00 
Compensation  $17,481.53  $17,481.53  $312,457.00 
Property  $7,775.00  $7,775.00  $75,210.00 
Ministries  $93.85  $93.85  $13,325.00 
*Preschool Daycare Expense  $14,987.32  $14,987.32  $84,177.25 
 

Total  $41,676.48  $41,676.48  $540,424.25 
 

Net Income (Loss) includes preschool  $10,777.27  $10,777.27  ($15,052.25) 
 

* = These totals are taken from the Preschool/Daycare Fund Detail Cash Flow Statement 
 

St. Mark Lutheran Church ~ Cash Flow Statement Summary ~ Preschool ~ January 31, 2014 
 

  MTD Actual 2014  YTD Actual 2014  Annual Budget 2014 
INCOME 
 

Summer Preschool  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
Kindergarten Enrichment  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
Preschool Tuition  $14,066.00  $14,066.00  $69,125.00 
Preschool Registration  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 

Lunch Bunch Income  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
 

Total  $14,066.00  $14,066.00  $69,125.00 
 

EXPENSES 
Compensation  $12,442.97  $12,442.97  $67,492.39 
Other Preschool Ministry Expenses  $2,544.35  $2,544.35  $16,684.86 
  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00 
 

Total Expenses  $14,987.32  $14,987.32  $84,177.25 
 

Net Income (Loss) includes preschool  ($921.32)  ($921.32)  ($15,052.25) 
 

St. Mark Lutheran Church ~ Income & Expense ~ Benevolence Fund ~ January 31, 2014 
 

  MTD Actual 2014  YTD Actual 2014  Annual Budget 2014 
INCOME 
Benevolence Offerings  4,414  4,414  46,000 
Other Income  0  0  0 
Total  Income  4,414  4,414  46,000 
 

EXPENSE 
Total Expenses  3,833  3,833  46,000 
 

Net Income (Loss)  580  580   -  
 

St. Mark Lutheran Church ~ Income & Expense ~ Capital Fund ~ January 31, 2014 
 

  MTD Actual 2014  YTD Actual 2014  Annual Budget 2014 
INCOME 
Capital Offerings  1,499  1,499  24,000 
Other Income  0  0  1,000 
Total  Income  1,499  1,499  25,000 
 

EXPENSE 
Total Expenses*  0  0  0 
 

Net Income (Loss)  1,499  1,499  25,000 


