Lenca Updates

11-2-05

The Murillo's are now in Gracias, Honduras. It has been a very eventful transition period for them. They arrived in Ellis County on October 4th and they stayed with Victor and Irene Collingham, south of Midlothian until October 27. On that day they flew to San Pedro Sula and went to the Port of Cortez to get their container and car. It took until Friday to get all the paperwork handled and get to Gracias.

The next week they went back into San Pedro Sula (about a four hour

drive) to pick up the Ford Ranger 4X4 Diesel purchased by the Association.The roads or lack thereof, require a rugged vechile.

The Hurricane which hit Nicaragua also caused a great deal of rain in Honduras. They have rented a three bedroom house which costs $180 per month. They went to get a telephone and found out they will be put on a long waiting list, because there are only 1,000 lines available. At this time they have had to use a phone card at public phones and for internet they have to go to an internet café. It appears communication is going to be somewhat difficult for a while.

Ariel has met with the Lenca organization, which confirmed the number of Lenca villages at 68 and 656 smaller villages. The Lenca Leader gave Ariel the names of the village leaders. Additionally he told Ariel to use his name when he meets with the leaders. This is very significant. He is the Gatekeeper of the Gatekeepers of the various villages. It appears the gates are open wide for our work with the Lenca. Ariel plans to begin visiting with the village leaders next week.

The first prayer walking assessment trip is planned for January 23rd to 30th. If you would be interested in going please email me at larry@ellisbaptist.org. It is estimated the cost will be less than $1,000. This will depend upon airfare. 

There is also the need for a stateside Volunteer Coordinator. As we plan to have regular trips to support the work among the Lenca, we need help to provide training, logistics, and other things we have not even thought about yet.

Please pray for the following.

1. That reliable communication can be found.

2. That the Holy Spirit will provide open doors and hearts among the leaders of the villages Ariel will visit.

3. That the assessment phase will be guided by the Holy Spirit.

4. The first trip January 23rd to 30th. 

5. That a Lenca support person or team will develop.

4. That there will be a church planting movement develop among the Lenca. A Church Planting Movement is a rapid and exponential increase of indigenous church planting churches within a given people group or population segment.

11-17-05
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the people back home that are praying for us.  We would like to inform everybody that we have started working this week in the lenca village of Cruz Alta (High Cross).  We went with a lenca pastor who knows people in the village.  
We went and visited several houses and invited people to come to the bible study we were going to have.  We had a good turn out, 25-30 people showed up.  My wife brought candy to hand out to the children.  The house that we met in was about 8x12 room, there was no electricity, we had a small fire in the corner of the room.  I could barely see anybody. I´ve never preached in the dark before. The room was completely full of people, we could barely fit.  It was a great experience, the Holy Spirit moved in a might way in that little room.  When I finished the 10 minute study, 4 people rededicated their lives to the Lord.  It was awesome, we thank the Lord for the opportunity that he has given us to serve him.  Please pray for this village as we continue to minister Christ to them. 
This Sunday we will return to teach sunday school to the Children and Adults.  We need your support in prayer, Thanks and God Bless.

In Christ,

Ariel Murillo
12-6-05

First of all we would like to say thank you for everybody that is praying for us back home.  We would like to let everybody know that we have started house churches in 3 different communities.  The names of the Communities are San Pedrito, Cruz Alta, and Guanaspal.  These communities do not have any type of evangelical church.  In the community of Cruz Alta 3 people accepted christ, I will start discipling them tonight at 5 p.m.
Please pray for them so that they will make the decision to be baptized this Sunday. God Bless You all and thanks.

In Christ,

Ariel Murillo
12-12-05

Thanks to everybody that has committed to praying for us, we greatly appreciate it.  We would like to let everybody know that we have continued to work in the 3 communities of Guanaspal, Cruz Alta, and San Pedrito. 
Last Sunday in San Pedrito after our teaching 2 ladies asked us to pray for them because they were sick. We laid hands and prayed over them and when we came back the following Tuesday, they testified that God had healed them.  One of the ladies exact words were "When you and bro. Jose prayed over me I felt the annointing and I was healed". That was a testimony to the whole community.  When we went this Sunday to San Pedrito, we found out that the catholic church went to the authorities of the community, and told them to stop letting us use the community center to teach the bible.  Earlier this week we went to meet the Leader of the community and he was not home, only his brother was there. We sat down and started ministering to him, after I presented the Gospel and asked him if he wanted to be saved he said yes. I led him in a sinners prayer and he received Jesus Christ into his heart.  We were told that he and his brother interceded on our behalf, and told the leaders of the Catholic Church "When there is a dance or parties you are supportive of those events, why not support the preaching of the Bible in our community". We have found favor before God and before those Leaders and they will continue to let us use the Community Center for the preaching of the Gospel. That was a confirmation from the Lord that he wants us to be there. In the community of Cruz Alta we had 52 people and 90% were visitors.  The Holy Spirit is working in a might way please continue to pray for these communities as we continue to minister the Gospel to them.

in Christ,

Ariel Murillo
1-20-06

We hope and pray that everybody had a happy holiday and blessed New Year. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support in prayer.  We want to inform you that we have continued to work in the communities of Guanaspal, Cruz Alta, and San Pedrito. 

In Guanaspal last week we had 3 professions of faith. Please pray for these new believers to be baptized.  Please pray for our IMB missionaries coming to help us in San Pedrito on the 21st.  Their names are Cleve and Caroline Turner. They will be coming to show the Jesus Film. Please pray for the Lord to move in people's hearts.  

We thank everybody back home for their support. Thanks and God Bless.

In Christ, 

Ariel Murillo

2-11-06

We have continued to work in Guanaspal, Cruz Alta and San Pedrito.  In Guanaspal 4 people have made the commitment to be baptized on February 19th, We also will have people in San Manuel that will be baptized.  In San Pedrito a young man expressed to me this past week that his dream was to be a Catholic missionary, but it never worked out.  He then expressed his desire to know more about Jesus so he can become a Baptist missionary to his people. I invited him to our first training on February 18th. 
We also attended a training on Bible Storying in La Esperanza (about 2 hours away) with Keith Stamps and Allen Lyons and there wives.  The IMB has put together an awesome team, the training was excellent and it was a great help for our ministry. Thanks to Keith and Allen for driving all the way from Guatemala to be with us, they truly love what they are doing, and that made it even more awesome. This was an awesome blessing, thank you for your support in prayer.

Please pray for the following:

1. The family of Pedro in San Pedrito, so that they will be saved. 

2. A Home in Cruz Alta that will open up for the study of the Bible. 
3. The believers that will be baptized on the 19th 

4. The training of new leaders on February 18th 
5. Keith Stamps, Allen Lyons and there families and the training they will have on March 17th- 18th in Copan Ruinas. 
In Christ,

Ariel Murillo
3-1-06

We would like to inform that last weekend we had 8 baptistms.  It was a long journey to the river, about a 1 hour walk down a very steep slope, 

but it was a blessing to see that the Lord is doing great things.
We had a training session on the Feb. 18th, one of the young men that attended just accepted the Lord, that same day he went and told his friend that he needed to follow Jesus.  So the next day we led him in a sinner´s prayer and he was immediately baptized.  It was awesome. 
Thank you for your prayers and our next training session will be this Weekend, so please keep praying for us.

Prayer requests:

1. So that the Lord would protect my family and I from the hand of the enemy.

2.Pedro and his family in San Pedrito

3. That the church in guanaspal would begin to multiply.

Thank You so much for your prayers, please make a commitment to pray for us and the lenca.

In Christ,

Ariel Murillo
3-10-06
First of all we would like to say we appreciate everybody that has kept us in prayer, keep praying for the salvation of the Lenca people.  We would like to inform you that we have been working in the communities of Cruz Alta, Guanaspal, and San Pedrito.  
We have 3 more people that are awaiting baptism, and we have identified the need for 2 more house churches in the communities of Buenos Aires, and Dontolos.  Please pray for these communities as we will visit them this Monday. 
We have one home already open in the community of Buenos Aires.  Keep these new villages in prayer.
The Training Center in San Manuel has given good results and has been motivating for the people.  We had 13 leaders in training our First training and 11 leaders at our second training.  Please pray for these New Leaders so that the Holy Spirit would give them the vision to reach out with the Gospel.  Thank you for your support in prayer.

Please pray for the following:

1.  The Salvation of Pedro and his family in San Pedrito

2.  An open door in the communities of Buenos Aires and Dontolos

3.  Our next training on March 18th.

4.  The 3 believers awaiting baptism.

5.  The Lord to provide teams to come and support the work in the Lenca

    communities.

In Christ,

Ariel Murillo
4-12-06

Please pray for Ariel and Jazmin as well as their family as they have returned to the U.S. due to medical and personal reasons. 
God is working among the Lenca in exciting ways. Please continue to pray for them. Bro. Armando Murillo, Ariel's father, will be going down to Gracias for several weeks to continue the work. Pray for him also.
Larry Johnson

5-4-06

Ephesians 6:12-13 says, "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms."
We have been experiencing this in the work with the Lenca. First, it has been necessary for Ariel and Jazmin along with their family to return to Louisiana for medical and personal reasons. They have decided to resign and not return to Honduras as our International Associate. Their decision was a difficult decision, but they believe it is God's will for them.

Armando Murillo, Ariel's father, is currently in Honduras and is able to work with the Lenca for a few weeks. There are six that are going to be baptized on May 7th. Armando will also hold a training session for pastors on that same day. 

Armando has visited two new villages with good prospects for two new churches. Please pray for the villages of Buenos Aires (Good Air) and Buenos Vista (Good View). 

However, one of the pastors has experienced spiritual oppression. Jose Maria, the pastor at San Manuel, and the only pastor with whom we are working, had to go to court to prevent their church building from being taken away from the congregation.The judge handed down his decision recently and the people of San Manuel are able to keep their church building.  Please join us in thanking the Lord for this victory.

Armando will only be able to stay for a few weeks and will then need to return. Please pray for the Leadership Team as they make decisions for the future of the work with the Lenca.

5-23-06

The following is an update from Armando Murillo, who went to work with the Lenca for a few weeks:
Dear Brother Larry,
In the days that we were in Gracias, Honduras, we opened two new camps; Buenos Aires and San Isidro.  We also baptized two people.  The man from Buenos Aires that got baptized, wants to start a church in his house.  He is a musician and a leader in his community.  His name is Adelso Lopez.  Please pray for him.
I had a training conference for twenty two leaders (fifteen men and seven women).  We also had a fellowship in San Manuel Church.  The Lenca told me you were looking into to providing some cows for the schools and some laterns for the house churches.  
I will go back to Honduras on June 24th with a group of people from East Bayou Baptist Church to support the Radio in Olanchito.  I plan to take the group to Gracias, also, for three days.  If you have any people who would like to go on the Mission Trip, they can contact me for details at 337-504-2572.
Please pray for the following leaders who attended the conference:
Jose Trinidad Melgar (San Pedrito)
Manuel de Jesus Melgar (San Pedrito)
Adelso Lopez (Buenos Aires)
Moises Mendez (Cojutepeque)
Simeon Orellana (Cruz Alta)
Calixto Mendez (Cruz Alta)
Arnulfo Sanchez (Cruz Alta)
Maria Rosa Orellana (Cruz Alta)
Maria Ruiz (Cruz Alta)
Melinda Mendez (San Manuel)
Dolores Rivera Martinez (San Manuel)
Martha Martinez de Mateo (San Manuel)
Doris Mateo (San Manuel)
Jose Maria Martinez (San Manuel)
Manuel de Jesus Mateo (San Isidro)
Deysi Yaqueline Mateo (San Manuel)
Jose Angel Hernandez (Buenos Aires)
Geronimo Lopez (Buenos Aires)
Oswan Mateo (San Lucas)
Omar Addid Mejia (San Manuel)
Editha Maria Manueles (San Manuel)
Domingo Adonay Manueles (San Manuel)
 

God Bless You!
Siempre en Cristo,
Armando Murillo
6-5-06

The following report comes from Billy and Betty Capps who are working in the Department of Intibucá near the city of La Esperanza. The work in this area is more difficult than the work in Gracias, Department of Lempira because the people are much more traditional Lenca and most decisions are community based over individual preference. This is indeed a big break through for them.

Larry Johnson

Ellis Baptist Association

LENCA OF HONDURAS (LEN-kah). “How we praise God for His wonderful works,” writes the Lenca Team, “and we thank Him that He has allowed us to see this day! Recently the religious leaders of the communities of C and M confronted the families in two home Bible studies, giving them an ultimatum--stop the studies and not allow us in their homes or face excommunication. The families in both Bible studies have told the leaders that they would not be stopping the Bible studies. They are now telling us that they want to be a church. When meeting with one of the groups yesterday evening, we reminded the people that the decision to become a Baptist church would result in persecution. The people were a little amused, as they assured us that they understood and reminded us that this is already taking place! Please pray for these two groups, asking that God will manifest Himself to them and strengthen and encourage them. Ask Him to reward the people for their desire to know Him and be obedient. This is a monumental decision with enormous consequences. Please pray for us and all involved in the discipleship and leadership training, and for all of the decisions involved as these believers are assembled into new churches. Please pray for the baptismal service that is planned for June 4.”  
For more information about this ministry, go to Loving the Lenca website.
7-20-06
The following is an update from Armando Murillo who has been working with the Lenca in Honduras:
The group I took to Gracias from Louisiana was a blessing for the Lenca communities that we visited.  
Wednesday, June 28, we were San Manuel and we had a special service and four members of the group shared their personal testimonies. The church was blessed and motivated through these brothers and the brothers were also impacted by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We had an attendance of 57 people.
Thursday June 29, we went to San Pedrito.  We were there all day.  We read three chapters of the Bible, outdoors, in a loud voice.  The chapters that we read were Psalms 91, Psalms 121 and Matthew 4.  Then we prayed for two hours and we shared the Gospel with 33 people.  
Friday June 30, we walked 3 miles from San Manuel to a small village called San Isidro.  Three members of the group gave their testimonies and I gave the message.  We had an attendance of 82 people.  Sixteen people came to the altar and promised, before God, to witness about Jesus to the Lenca's.
The following pastors received lanterns for their churches.  Please pray for these pastors: 
Jose Maria Lopez, pastor of San Manuel
Manuel de Jesus Mateo, pastor of San Isidro
Trinidad Melgar, pastor of San Pedrito
Osman Mateo Lopez, pastor of San Lucas
Adelso Lopez, pastor of Buenos Aires
Brother Simeon, pastor of Guanaspal
God is moving by His spirit.
 

Thank you and God bless you!
Rev. Armando Murillo  
8-07-06
Armando and Aurora Murillo will be presented to the Leadership Team on August 14th to serve as our International Associate. Bro. Armando is currently the mission pastor of the Hispanic church of First Baptist Church in Lafayette, Louisiana. They are planning to move to Gracias, Honduras around September 1st. They both have a passion for reaching the Lenca.

            The pastor and the church at San Manuel are under attack. This church is strategically located because the building is centrally located to our work with the Lenca.  We plan to use it as a training center for all the house churches pastors from the mountains. There are some people that are trying to take over the church.

Please pray for the following:

1. The Leadership and the Murillo’s would follow your leadership. 

2. Pastor Jose Maria Lopez and the church at San Manuel 

3. More house churches to be started 

4. More pastors to be raised up 
9-05-06

God is working with the Lenca. Bro. Armando has talked with Bro. Jose Maria, Pastor at San Manual. Bro. Jose reported that a new church has been started at La Ceivita. We rejoice that God is working even though Bro Armando is not in Honduras yet.

1. Praise the Lord that the new church at La Ceivita has started.

2. Pray for the other five churches: San Pedrito, Guanispal, Beunos Aires, San Manuel and San Isidro.

3. Pray for Bro. Armando and Sis. Aurora Murillo as they move to Gracias on October 2nd.

4. Pray for many more churches to be started.
9-26-06

Next Monday, Bro. Armando and Sis. Aurora Murillo will be traveling to Honduras. He talked with Bro. Jose Maria, pastor of San Manuel, and he reported things are going well, but they are anxious for the Murillo’s to get to Honduras. 

Bro. Armando was told that there are 5 couples waiting to get baptized and then married. There is one couple in San Manuel, three couples in San Isidro and one in La Ceivita. Bro. Armando will use the baptisms and marriage ceremonies as training time for the pastors.

Please pray for the following.

1. Safe Travel for Bro. Armando and Sis. Aurora Murillo  

2. Their belongings will arrive in good shape 

3. They will be able to handle all the details of setting up their house  

4. The work in San Pedrito, which is not progressing 

11-01-06

We are doing well. Brother Larry, my wife and I have come to Honduras to win the Lencas for Christ and that is what we are doing. The pastors that are working with me are very excited to continue our work as a team to win souls for Christ. We went fifteen times to the mountains in October, to support the leaders. I went to a service in San Pedrito. 30 people attended the service. We also went to San Isidro where 42 people attended the services and also went two times to services in San Manuel where 37 persons attended. I had a service with brother Simeon in Cruz Alta where 22 persons attended the service. I also made five visits in San Isidro and two in La Ceibita supporting Pastor Jesus Mateo.
I made five visits in a new village called Chachate. It’s a new area of work. We also had ten baptisms. Two baptisms were in La Ceibita, three in San Isidro and five baptisms in San Manuel. This baptisms were very special because all the persons that were baptized were between the ages of fifteen to twenty years old. The Lenca youth are responding very well to the gospel.
Please, continue to pray for us, and for the Lenca pastors, and the new Christians of Chachate, and also of Buenos Aires. In the month of November, we will have more baptisms. The first of November, my wife will began a new study of the bible in a village in Gracias called Refugio. Also, pray for two projects that we want to start in Cruz Alta and Guanzapal. One of the projects is to teach young women to sew clothes and the other project is to build a Health Center to save babies. This project we will do with the government of Honduras.
Thank you for your prayers and God bless you.
Sincerely,
Armando Murillo
11-08-06

Please, pray for following families:

Catuluca, Gracias, Lempira
Francisco E. Espinoza

Dora Espinoza

Mavis Espinoza

Karen Espinoza

Angui Espinoza

Jesica Espinoza

The Espinoza family has received Jesus, but Francisco and Dora should be married and need to make the the decision to be baptized. I have a study with this family every Monday at 7:00 p.m.

 

Chachate, Municipio de San Manuel, Lempira
The Lopez family is Catholic.  We are working with this family so they can be saved. They have opened their home to have a bible study. Pray for the parents, Jose and Martina, to get married. 

Jose Lopez

Martina Mateo Lopez

Isidra Lopez

Jose Antonio Lopez

Jose Ramiro Lopes

Esli Lopes

Yadira Lopez

Dodani Lopes

Melania Lopez

On November 11, 2006, I will begin training with the leaders of the San Manuel Church. The training will be for five hours. 

Brother Larry, please tell all the churches that we are grateful for their prayers.   We have a bible study in Refugio every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.  We need a lot of prayers for the bible study in Refugio because we are having a lot of opposition from the Catholics.

God Bless you,

Armando Murillo
11-14-06
San Jose, Municipio of Gracias, Lempira 

November 12, 2006. 9:00a.m.

In this moment I am in Pinal San Jose, Gracias, Lempira. It takes 35 minutes to Pinal San Jose to arrive in a car. I arrived at 8:00 in the morning and an hour ago I had a bible study with a Catholic family. I related the story of Jesus with Nicodemus to the Ramos family. The Bible passage I used was John 3:1-18. I explained to them the New Testament, the father and the mother received Jesus. Please, pray for this couple. We are very blessed because today a new home church started in Pinal San Jose.
Santa Teresa, Municipio of San Manuel, Lempira
November 12, 2006 6:00 p.m. 

I had a study of the Bible in San Teresita, in Pastor Jose Maria Mateo home. The passage I read was Matthew 28: 18-20. The objective of having the Bible study in Pastor Jose Maria, was to teach them how to start the Bible studies in homes, by giving an example. I explained to them about the Great Commission, the purpose, the focus, the promise, and the result, if we obey Jesus Christ. Twenty people went to the service and a young 17 year old Catholic accepted Christ.
Please pray for us so God can give us wisdom, love and patience because we are being attacked by the leaders of our convention, like we are their enemies. They are telling the people that the home churches are disorderly and our strategy comes from the devil. I have discovered that the Lencas like to have a temple, although they do not attend. It’s a tradition that comes from the Catholics. The Baptists from the U.S. have constructed the temples in Honduras that now have no members. The result of this error is that the convention is fighting over the temples in court, and have very few pastors with no members.

Sincerely, 

Armando Murillo
11-21-06
El Penal San Jose, Gracias, Lempira 
November 19, 2006 

I had a Bible study in El Pinal San Jose.  Three women accepted Christ as their personal Savior.   The story of the bible that I shared with the people it is in the gospel of Luke 19:1-10.  The theme of this lesson was “Today Salvation Has Come Into This Home”. Ten adults attended the study.  Glory to God!   My wife had Sunday School Service  with 60 children.  My wife explained the story of David and Goliath. 

The names of the people who accepted Christ: 

Wendy Pineda 
Martha Alvarado 
Margarita Lara  
Thanks to God, we have five new conversions in El Pinal San Jose.  Please continue to pray for us and the new Christians.  After we went to El Pinal San Jose, we went to  village called Corente.  I have to drive for two hours to get to Corente.  This is the first time that I have visited this village and we went to learn about this village and to begin to evangelize this village.  We learned that this village has two evangelical  churches, but they have no Baptist church.  We visited four families, and a family will open the doors of their home to have study next Sunday. Please, pray for pastor Jose Maria, because the leaders of the Gracias  Association, continue to fight with him to take the temple away from him and to relieve him of his pastor duties. 

NEW CONVERSIONS IN THE NEW MISSIONS 

November 20-21, 2006 

Every Monday I have two studies of the bible in Catuluca, Lempira.  The first study is at 6:00 p.m. and the second study is at 7:30 p.m.  These studies of the bible I have them in two different homes.  The first study two people accepted Christ, a young person and a man.  Please pray for them. Their names are:   

Jose Virgilio Espinoza, 55 years old 
Matias Vargas, 17 years old 
In the first study we have 12 conversions. 

November 21, 2006 

We visited three families in El Pinal San Jose.  I told them my testimony and two women accepted Christ.  Their names are: 

Tomasa Benites, 52 years old 

Clariza Milagros Enrrique, 18 years old 

We have seven new conversions in El Pinal San Jose.  Please continue to pray for the studies in  these villages.  Please,  continue to pray for the projects in Santa Cruz and also for a bigger house where we can live and also serve as missionary house for the groups from the U.S. 

The house we plan to rent has nine rooms and six bathrooms.  The home is a mile outside Gracias but it is closer to an area where we will establish new Bible studies.   We will hire two Lenca women so my wife can train them to cook for the groups.  This will help us as missionaries and it will be cheaper for the groups that come to Gracias.  God Bless you.  
Sincerely,  

Armando Murillo
11-26-06

CATULACA, GRACIAS, LEMPIRA
NOVEMBER 26, 2006
I had a study in Catulaca on November 26, 2006.  In the Bible study, the title of the first lesson was  " Why Should We Read The Bible?"  The passage read was John 5:39..  Three persons accepted Christ.   The names of the persons are:
Manuel Cruz
Guillermo Espinoza
Evelina Espinoza
In this study, we have fifteen new conversions.
In the second study, the title of the lesson was  " What is the purpose of the Bible?"  Twelve people attended the service.  We had no conversions in this study.
EL REFUGIO, GRACIAS
NOVEMBER 28, 2006
Eleven people attended the Bible study in El Refugio. The title of the lesson was "Jesus Christ, Who Are You?"  The scripture read was John 1:1-50.   We had no conversions in this study.
GRACIAS, LEMPIRA
November 30, 2006
Three women arrived in my home; a woman and two young ladies.  They live in a small village near Belen and they are members of a church called "Friends". This church does not believe in baptism by water.  They belong to a big family and want to study the Bible with me.  I do not know who they are or where they live, or how they found out about us. Next week, we will go visit them.  Please, pray for us. 
Sincerely,
Armando Murillo
Gracias, Lempira
12-08-06

CENICERA, GRACIAS, LEMPIRA
December 2, 2006
I went to Cenicera on December 2, 2006. We went to the village to get know the place and to evangelize some families.  A couple, who are the principal leaders of the Catholic church, accepted Christ as their personal Savior and Lord.  Please, pray for this recent converted couple, because it is possible that they will encounter persecution from other Catholics in the community.  In this village, the majority of the adults do not know how to read. My wife thinks that we should establish a reading program in this village. We will have to teach them to read so they can study the Bible. We have a new home to establish a new study of the Bible.   The following is the list of the names of the two new conversions and also the names of their family:
Juan Hernandez Cortes (30 yrs of age, accepted Christ) Juana Jacinto Sanchez  (30 yrs of age, accepted Christ) Ruben Hernandez Jacinto, Maria Hernandez Cortes, Maria Vilma Hernandez Cortes, Wilson Hernandez Cortes, Maria Elena Hernandez Cortes 
El PINAL SAN JOSE, GRACIAS
December 3, 2006
I had a study in San Pinal San Jose.  I taught the Bible scripture John 1:1-50. The lesson of today: "The Seven Suprising Names of Jesus."   A woman and
young lady accepted Christ.  My wife had 35 children in the Sunday School.  The children learned about Noah and the Ark, about the universal flood.  Four children between ages 12 to 14 accepted Christ.   
CORANTE, MUNICIPALITY OF SAN MANUEL
On December 3, 2006, I had a evangelistic service in Corante.  Forty men and 20 women arrived in the service to hear the message.  This village is very Catholic, and there is a lot of practice of witch craft. But something is happening and a lot of people are coming to listen to the message of the gospel.  In his time God will work in their lives. The message today was on Exodus 20.  The sermon title was: "The Ten Commandments, The Teacher that Takes Us to Christ."
In Lempira, there are some barriers that will impede us from the growth of the home churches:
a) The majority of the Lencas adults do not know how to read.
b) The majority of the Lencas live without getting married.  Other Baptist churches baptize the people without them being married. 
c) Another barrier is the Lencas live in very poor conditions.  Some families are ashamed to have services in their homes because of the misery that they live in.
Brother Larry, the community of San Pedrito, Municipality of San Manuel, men and women are working to repair the way from San Manuel to San Pedrito.  They are repairing with shovels.  It would be good if Ellis Baptist Association donated a lunch for the 150 men and women that are working to repair the road.  The lunch will cost 1500 lempiras (about $80).
God Bless You, 
Armando Murillo
