Lenca Updates

1-16-08

Lenca Update

The radio frequency is still in the hands of God and the lawyers of Tegucigalpa. 

In the month of December, we gave food to fifteen families of Cenicera. These are twelve families that form the group of the project in Cenicera. We bought 12,000 Lempiras ($635) of food. This is to help them until the hog barn gets into production. The people of Cenicera are happy and grateful for this project and also for the food.
 
We also gave medicine (vitamins) to the fourteen families of San Manuel. We did it through Medical Clinic of San Manuel. We gave vitamins to 100 persons. 

The Sewing Project of Cruz Alta is going good. The young women know how to operate the sewing machines. From December to February, they are going to be harvesting coffee. The classes will initiate again in March, 2008
 
December Report

I went once to give the Bible studies in Catulaca in three homes.

I went once to Las Flores to give a bible study. The attendance is between seven and ten persons.

I went once to Gualguiri. La Laguna, Municipal of Erandique to evangelize new families. I also had a Bible study with a family of Gualguiri that are new Christians.
 
I went five times to Cenicera to support the pastor German with the services, also to help the group that is working on the project and to bring food to the families. 
 
I went twice to El Pinal San Jose. Once to teach Pastor Arturo how to serve the Holy Supper and another time to begin a new Bible study with a new family. 
 
I went twice to Cruz Alta to take my wife to teach the classes and also to evangelize.
 
Training of Pastors and Leaders 
 
I had training in my house for four hours with four pastors and one leader of San Manuel, San Pedrito, San Isidro, and Buenos Aires. 
 
I had a training of three hours with three leaders of Las Acacias.
 
I had a training of four hours with a pastor and three leaders of Cenicera and Los Hornitos in my house.
 
I had training for five hours with the leader of Las Flores.
 
I had training of three hours with two leaders of Guilguarapes.
 
I had training with Pastor Simeon Orellana in Cruz Alta.
 
I had training of five hours with the pastor of El Pinal San Jose.
 
I had a training of five hours with the leader of Las Minas, San Antonio, Municipal of Erandique.
 
New Conversions
 
A new family accepted Christ in Cruz Alta. (Six members)

Reconciliation
 
A family (seven members) that are members of the church of San Manuel reconciled with God. 

Ordination of Pastors
 
We ordained a new pastor in Las Acacias, Intubuca.
 
I have been on vacation for fourteen days in Lake Charles, LA. I hope you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
 
In your service,
 
 
Armando and Aurora Murillo
Missionaries of Ellis Baptist Association
1-25-08

God is providing awesome possibilities for us. Tomorrow Armando will go to Gualcince with Dr. Julio to check out a hospital. Going to Gualcince is a 10 hour round trip on very rough roads near El Salvador. They plan to leave at 4 AM tomorrow. It is our understanding there is a hospital there that was built by an IMB missionary and given to the city when he retired. Dr. Julio is the representative of the First Lady of Honduras and has requested out assistance. The national government will take the equipment if they do not use the hospital at least a couple of times a year. They are asking for our help. Please pray for Bro. Armando and Dr. Julio as they make this long trip. 
 

You might ask why we would be interested in a hospital when our main emphasis is on church planting. The reason is that this hospital is located in an area which has limited Christian work. There is a small Baptist association in the area, which would give us a base to expand the work among about 100,000 people.
 

Please pray that God will guide us as we continue to seek His will in everything we are doing.
 

Larry Johnson, Executive Director
Ellis Baptist Association
2-12-08

Dear Bro. Larry:
I want to give thanks to Ellis Baptist Association for their hospitality while we were in Texas and all the pastors that allowed us to talk about our work in Honduras.  Thank you for the love offerings, the books and the Bibles for the Lencas.  God bless you.
January Report
1.  On January 25, 2008, we returned to Honduras.
2.  Many pastors are not in home, they are harvesting coffee in other departments.
3.  The last days of January, I visited El Pinal San Jose to be with the brothers in their service.   I also visited Las Acacias, Intibuca, and Las Flores in their services.  The people in these villages are not harvesting coffee.
4.  The last week of January, I have been helping the group of people that form the cooperative in Cenicera.
5.  I also went with Dr. Julio to Gualcinse, Lempira.  I took pictures inside and outside of the hospital.
6.  I worked with the mayor of Gualcinse to write the history of the hospital.  The construction of the hospital was more than two million dollars.  It is a great vision.  I think God is opening a door of opportunity through the hospital for all the churches of Ellis Baptist Association to come to do different ministries in Honduras.
In the Municipal of Gualcinse, there are 16 churches that are affiliated from the South Baptist Convention from Tegucigalpa.  Each of these churches has their own temples.  Each group that comes to work with us in this municipal will have to come under Ellis Baptist Association .  Our mission is to raise home churches.    The association of Gualcince has a vision and it is to raise a church and build a temple in each village.  
I think we have to:
1.  Respect the strategy that they have to raise churches
2.  Establish a relation of love and friendship with them.
3.  Some pastors and leaders from the area come to our training.
4.  We have to pray for them and let the Holy Spirit work with them.
God Bless You,
Armando and Aurora Murillo
Missionaries of Ellis Baptist Association
2-12-08

About two months ago, one of my accountability partners prayed that God would expand my territory. After the prayer, I chastised him because I felt I had about all I could handle. However, God choose to answer his prayer. While Armando was visiting us he talked with Dr. Julio, who is a representative of the First Lady of Honduras in the department of Lempira. He asked if we could help with Doctors in a hospital in Gualcinse in the southern part of Lempira. The concern of the community was that the government would come in and take their equipment if they did not use it. Apparently they do not have Doctors visiting to meet the needs of the people. Bro. Armando had not done any work in this area. 

When Bro. Armando returned to Honduras he went to check out the hospital. We didn’t know whether it was a small clinic or a real hospital. Well as you can read in the history below, it is a real hospital with 15 beds and surgery, recovery, dental, maternity and pharmacy areas. It is an 18,000 sq ft building that was started in 1997. The hospital is valued at 1 to 2 million dollars.

We are not proposing that we get into the hospital business, but we are working to find a partner who is in the hospital business to consider working with this hospital. Please pray that God will find the partner who can meet the physical needs in this area, while we work to meet the spiritual needs. I believe God is indeed working to expand our territory.

 

Larry Johnson



History of the Hospital in the South of Lempira
*   As a result of the war of 1969 between Honduras and El Salvador, The Baptist Church of the United States entered this area to work for the victims of the war, bringing medical brigades and evangelistic groups.  In one of these brigades arrived Dr.  David Harm, missionary of the Baptist Church, and stayed in Gualcinsi, Lempira, contributing with the most vulnerable people of this border that were low of economic resources and of poor health, doing a great labor, in the respect, of  sending many patients to hospitals to the interior of the country by airplane.  There were no roads during this time and many lives were saved because of Dr. Harm.  In 1983, Dr. Harm was replaced by missionary Leslie Shaw which continued with the same work and also developed many social economic projects for the community such as drinkable water, the organization and construction of the first health center until the construction of the hospital. 

·          In 1994, an idea is initiated to build in the urban area of Gualcansi, a room next to the Health Center, which consists four beds, with the purpose of giving more attention to pregnant women. Leslie Shaw was the director of the Health Center because there was a lot of maternal and children’s mortality, because lack of attention in obstetrics.  The idea was given to the community and Leslie Shaw looked for help with the Health Ministry through Dr. Juan de Dios Faredes, Minister of Redes and Services.  He proposed to build a hospital because the nearest hospital was 100 km of distance and the roads were very bad shape.  For this purpose, seven municipals united to form a Mancommunity of Municipals in the south of the Department of Lempira.  The seven communities were La Virtud, Mapulaca, Virginia, Candelaria, Piraera, San Andres, and Gualcince.
·         The Health Ministry through PRONASA, provided the design of the hospital
·         The Baptists Churches of the Florida donated construction materials and the qualified labor
·         The Honduran Institute of Coffee (IHCAFE) through the National Coffee Fund gave funds to level out the land
·         The community through the municipal government bought the land for 45,000 Lempiras.
·         The construction of the hospital is initiated in 1997.
·         The Mancommunity forms a pre-committee for the construction of the hospital.
·         The non-qualified labor was provided by the community coordinated by the missionary Leslie Shaw.
·         The municipals of the Mancommunity provided economically for the construction of the 
building.
·         The Baptist Churches of the United States were in charge of the construction and hospital equipment, coordinated by the missionary Leslie Shaw
·         The institution ASONOGO provided construction materials (cement and blocks) and part of the construction of the fence of the hospital.
·         In the period 1998-2002, the hospital functioned as a Maternity Clinic with an emergency room; it also had an ambulance to transport patients to other hospitals, in time this hospital passed to The Municipal of Candelaria, Lempira.
·         In 2002, the Mancommunity stopped functioning and later the mancommunity of CAFEG surges.
·         In 2004, The Good Samaritan Foundation is organized.
·         The Spain Cooperative donated an electric generator moved by diesel motor with the capacity 50 KVA, for emergencies.
·         The FAO through the South Lempira Project provided for the installation of the black waters.
Functioning
·         It has achieved of medium of three medical and evangelistic brigades for year from the U.S.
·         The hospital staff consists of an auxiliary nurse, a watchman, a janitor, a person in charge of the pharmacy and the laser.
·         The Good Samaritan Foundation is formed by the following municipal organizations:
1.  The Baptist Church of Gualcinsi, one representative
2. The Baptist Church of Cacahual, one representative
3.  The Baptist Church of El Roblar, one representative
4.   The Baptist Church of Quelepa, one representative
5.  The Catholic Church of Gualcinsi , one representative
6.  The Basic Education Center of Gualcinsi , two representatives
7.  The Mayor’s Office, one representative
8.   The COSAGUAL Cooperative, one representative
9.  The Civil Society, one representative
BOARD MEMBERS
1.  Jose Cupertino Morales Milla, President
2.  Juana Suyapa Perdomo, Secretary
3.  Timoteo Cruz Aleman, Treasurer
4.  Pablo Sosa Garcia, attorney
5.  Juan Jose Amaya Hernandez, Speaker
*  The board members serve for two years
*  Some 70,000 habitants will benefit, including part of the municipal of Erandique,    
Lempira.   It will be eight municipals that will receive medical assistance. 
*  The objective of the hospital is to give service to the population, to give honor and glory to            
God.
*  The Good Samaritan Foundation is an organization without political and economic gain.
*  The foundation and the hospital function in a Christian environment.
Sincerely,
Armando Murillo
3-04-08

Lenca Update
The hog barn and the tank to store the water for the hogs are finished.  We only need to run the tank of water to the barn and also need to finish the septic tank.
We plan to finish the construction of the project on March 12, 2008 and buy the hogs on March 12, 2008.
Please, continue to pray for the radio frequency.  The lawyer told me that the process is will take a few weeks.  The transmitter will arrive from Chile the last week of March.  The engineer Carlos Mejia told me that when the first group of men comes to construct the offices for the radio, he wants to come to Belen, to speak with the builders.
The Sewing Project from Cruz Alta continues ahead.  There are seven young women have not returned from harvesting coffee.  The young woman that has pimples in her face looks worse, please pray for her.
February Report
1. Many families are returning home from harvesting coffee.
2. In Catulaca, we have been moving the studies from house to house to get new families to come to the services.
3. I have writing the statutes for the cooperative in Cenicera. The lawyer is going to legalized them and the cooperative will be protected legally under the law.  
4. I went twice to La Laguna and Gulaguiri to evangelize and to have two Bible studies.
5.   I went twice to San Manuel to help Pastor Jose Maria.  A family of five reconciled with the Lord.
6.  I went once to San Lucas and San Isidro to give training to two leaders.
7.  I went three times to Las Acacias, Intibuca to support Pastor Juan Benites.  Two new families are going to the services.
8.  I went twice to Las Flores, once to support the leader Nelson Flores and another to give training.
9.  I went three times to El Pinal San Jose to support the pastor.  Three people reconciled with God and a person accepted Christ.
10.  I went three times to Cruz Alta to continue with the sewing project and also to visit with the Pastor Simeon.  A family reconciled with God and the pastor started a new bible study in a village called La Montana.
11.  The leader Adelso Lopes of  Buenos Aires  has not returned from harvesting coffee.
12.  I went seven times to Cenicera.  Five times to help with the project and twice to be in the services and support the pastor.
13.  I went twice to Belen to obtain the right for drinkable water for the radio station.
14.  We had a training of pastors and leaders on February 9, 2008 in Gracias.  Twenty-two leaders and pastors attended the meeting.  Five persons from San Manuel, three persons from Las Acacias, Intibuca, one from Via Verde, three from Cenicera, two from Los Hornitos, two from San Pedrito, One from Las Minas San Antonio, two from Gualguiri, three from Cruz Alta, and one from Gracias.
15.  I had two more trainings, one in Las Flores and another in San Isidro.
God Bless You,
Missionaries Armando and Aurora Murillo
4-02-08

Dear Brother Larry:

The project in Cenicera has begun with two pregnant female hogs and eleven hogs. 

Maria Romero is a member of the group of young ladies from the Sewing Project in Cruz Alta. Maria is fourteen years old and has rare disease in her skin. We took her to a dermatologist in Santa Rosa. The doctor told us that she has a chronic disease caused by malnutrition and sun rays. 

She has been with this condition for three and half years, her parents never took her to the doctor because they had no economic resources. 

Maria was taken to the doctor because a family from Ellis Baptist Association paid for her medical expenses. God bless the family that is helping Maria. 

We had the opportunity to bring Maria from the mountains of Cruz Alta to the city of Gracias. She stayed in our home for two days before going to the doctor. We talked to Maria and asked her about her condition and she responded: "One day there was no food in our home, my brothers and I were hungry and we went to the mountains to look for mansicales to eat. The next day the disease appeared in my body."

Mansicales is a leaf that the Lencas eat when they are hungry.

The doctor said that Maria has a deficiency in her blood and possibly for this reason the leaf of the masical caused harm. Maria has to protect herself from the sun rays. Maria has to go five times to the doctor, if she does not follow under medical treatment, she could die very young of skin cancer. Please, continue to pray for Maria Romero.

March Report

1. I went four times to Catulaca to continue giving Bible studies in three different homes.

2. I went twice to La Laguna to evangelize and twice to Gualguire, Erandique to give Bible studies to a family. I also went once to Las Minas San Antonio, Erandique to give a study to a leader.

3. I went once to San Pedrito to help the Pastor Trinidad Melgar.

4. I went once to San Lucas to support the leader Lorenzo Mateo.

5. I went once to San Isidro to support the Manuel Mateo in the area of evangelism.

6. I went three times to San Manuel to support Pastor Jose Maria in evangelism and to have fellowship in the church.

7. I went four times to Las Acacias, Intibuca to support Pastor Juan Benites in Evangelism and to preach.

8. I went four times to El Pinal San Jose to help Pastor Arturo Miranda with the Sunday Morning services.

9. I went 10 times to Cenicera, I went twice to support the pastor and eight times to help the men with the project 10. I went three times to Las Flores to help the Leader Nelson Flores with the Bible studies.

11. I went six times to Cruz Alta to continue with the Sewing Project, to take Maria to the doctor and to visit with the pastor.

12. I went four times to Santa Rosa to send faxes and take Maria to the doctor.

TRAINING OF PASTORS AND LEADERS

A I had a training with pastors and leaders in Gracias. I had an attendance of 31 leaders and pastors. They came from various villages:

Las Acacias, Intibuca, San Manuel, Buenos Aires, El Pinal San Jose, Los Hornitos Cenicera, Via Verde, San Pedrito, San Isidro, San Lucas, Cruz Alta, Guilguarapes, Cojute, Gualguire, Las Minas San Antonio, and Las Flores.

B. CONVERSIONS

a) A person accepted Christ in Cenicera.

b) Three people accepted Christ in Las Acacias, Intibuca

BAPTISMS

a) I baptized a person in Cenira

b) I baptized two persons in Catulaca

Please, pray for missionaries Armando and Murillo. We have served God through Baptist Missions. We have worked for 14 years with the Conservatism Baptist in Honduras and 25 years with the Southern Baptists in the U.S. Now, we are working as missionaries with the Lenca Indians in Honduras. We are praying so God can help us stay working with the Lencas until 2012. We have invested our time, life and money to serve God and win souls for Christ. We trust in God and his word that at the end of our lives, he will have mercy with us. 

Sincerely,

Missionaries Armando and Aurora Murillo

5-01-08
Ms. Maria Paz Romero (She has a skin disease) visited the new doctor in Santa Rosa de Copan. The doctor told her that she is getting better and gave her a new medicine. Maria has to return to the doctor in a month. The family is grateful and gives thanks for the help. 

The young women in Cruz Alta are progressing and now know how to make blouses, skirts and dresses. My wife says that they have to go two more phases to learn high class sewing.  

The project in Cenicera is going very well. The hogs are growing and the two pregnant hogs are doing well.

Please, pray for Honduras. In a small town in Honduras, they have killed 15 persons in the last 45 days.  They have not yet captured the suspects. The majority of these victims are associated with robbery of persons, robbery of cattle and organized crime. 

The government of Honduras has recognized a new illness in the Departments of Lempira and Intibuca.  The illness is called El Mal del Chaga. This illness is produced by the bite of a fly.  The fly grows and reproduces in the roofs of homes that are made with the leaves of Manaca. There many homes in the mountains of Lempira that are made with these leaves.

El Mal de Chaga is an illness that has no cure because there are no medications for this illness. When a person is bitten by the fly it produces the illness. A person can live up to twenty years.  

The solution for this illness: pray for the Lenca, exterminate the fly and change the roofs of Manaca

Please, pray for the Lencas that live in homes of Manaca remotes places in the mountains.

Please, pray for the transmitter for the radio.  It has arrived in Puerto Cortes.  But, now there is a long process to take it out of customs.  Thank you for your prayers.

April Report

Bibles Studies

Catulaca-3

San Manuel-4

La Lguna-1

Las Minas San Antonio-1

Gualguire-1

San Isidro-1

San Lucas-1

Buenos Aires-1

San Pedrito-1

Four times to Las Flores to help the leader Nelson Flores with the Bible studies. In the month of May, we have a plan to evangelize all the community of the Las Flores.

Seven times to Cenicera with Engineer Mauricio to teach the men how to take care of the hogs and also to help the pastor to counsel the families that are having problems with alcohol.

Five times to Cruz Alta to continue with the Sewing Project and to make visits with the pastor.

I went once to Gilguarape to visit the house church. Armando Santos is the leader of the family. They have two services every week to study the Bible and to give offerings. When Armando comes to the trainings, he brings the 10 percent for the Lenca Association.

I went four times to Las Acacias, Intibuca. We are visiting new families in Las Acacias. The brothers of Las Acacias are asking if we can help them with projects of a fishery. 

TRAINING

We had a training of pastors and leaders in Gracias, Lempira.  We had of 32 people attended the training.  The pastors and leaders came from various villages: Via Verde, Cenicera, Los Hornitos, Las Acacias Intibuca, Crua Alta, Gilguarape, El Cojute, San Manuel, San Isidro, San Lucas, San Pedrito, Buenos Aires, Gualguiri, Las Minas and San Antonio.

CONVERSIONS

Two people accepted Christ in Las Flores

NEW HOME CHURCES

We considered a house church a family that has accepted Christ as their personal Savior.

1. That has been baptized

2. That the man attends the training each month 3. When they start giving studies, collecting offering and giving the 10% to the Lenca Association.

In Catulaca, I had two Bible studies every week in different homes. Today, I have only one study because in the month of April, we organized a new house church.

A) In Catulaca, we have a new house church; the leader is Lillian Lopez.

B) In El Cojute, We have a new house church with a leader, Alfonso Martinez.

C)  In San Manuel, we have a new house church.  The leader is Florinda Manueles.

Please, ask all the churches of our Association that pray for Honduras.

Honduras is going through a political crisis. Some leaders want to take this nation to miserable chaos of socialism and communism.  

Sincerely,

Armando and Aurora Murillo

5-31-08

The hog project in Cenicera is going well; one of the female hogs had eight small pigs.  One of the pigs died.  Another of the female hogs is impregnated and is going to have the pigs soon.  
                             

The Project of Cruz Alta is going well.  The young women are continuing to learn and soon will be on the second phase.  They have already sold some dresses in the community in Cruz Alta. 

We had two revivals in Las Flores, Lempira and many families attended the services.

The radio transmitter has arrived in Gracias.  It’s in the missionary house.  The project for electricity for the radio is finished.

May Report
Bible Studies-Please pray for the following places

Catulaca (2 trips)

El Pinal San José to support Pastor Arturo Miranda on Sunday mornings. The Catholics inthe area are trying to intimidate us, saying they will kill us if we conitnue to preach the gospel. Please pray for the people in El Pinal San Jose.

Cenicera (7 trips) to support the men in the project and to help the Pastor German to serve the Holy Supper.

Gualguiri 
Cruz Alta to take my wife to the Sewing Project that she is teaching the young ladies.

San Manuel (2 trips) to visit the two Bible studies in homes.
Las Acacias, Intibuca (4 trips) to support the pastor Juan Benitez on Sunday nights.

Gilguarapes to support the leader Armando Santos.

San Isidro to make visits with the pastor Manuel.

                   

TRAINING OF LEADERS

I had a training of leaders and pastors in Gracias.  I had an attendance of 34 leaders.  We had a good study and fellowship with one another.

CONVERSIONS

Three people accepted Christ in a home church in San Manuel.

Three people accepted Christ in the revival in Las Flores.

A person accepted Christ in Los Hornitos.

Bro.  Larry, I need you to buy 500 Bibles to disribute them in many villages.  There is a missionary from Independents Baptist that sells the bibles for 25 Lempiras.  ($1.25) I already bought them.  Please, tell the group that is coming on Monday to bring their rain coats, it has been raining a lot.  

We praying for the groups that are coming in June 2008 and waiting for them.

Sincerely, 

Armando Murillo                 

Missionary

6-06-08

The following is from Larry Johnson who is currently in Honduras with a group of folks from Tabernacle Baptist Church in Ennis:
 

Lenca Update
 
Monday, June 2, 2008
 
I am leading a group of six from Tabernacle to work with the Lenca. We left Ennis at 4 AM with Bill Robinette driving us. The team is made up of George and Kathyrn Bunting, Jim Collins, Ofelia Gipson, Lois Robinette and George Schneider. Our flight to Houston was without incident, however in the train from our arriving terminal to the international terminal, Jim Collins did a little pole dance when the train took off. We joked with him about this. Our flight to San Pedro Sula was also without incident. However, Ofelia, George Schneider and I all had bags that did not make it. They were promised to us later. Our drive to Gracias went well, however I think Bro. Armando and I scared the team with our driving Honduras-style. 
 
Tuesday, June 3, 2008
 


This was a great day. We began by going up to Cenicera to pass out food to the people of the Cooperative. Shortly after they arrived the people came bringing sacks. Each family was given a quantity of black beans and other staples. Lois shared her testimony and Ofelia translated for her. One older very strong Catholic lady invited Christ into her heart. From there we went out to the radio site to meet with the man with the bulldozer as well as the contractor. We took pictures of the property. A temporary guard shack was being built to provide a place of cover for out watchman as well as a place to store supplies and equipment for the building of the studio. After lunch, Bro. Armando, his daughter Jackie, and I went to meet with the radio engineers as well as the contractor. We work through many issues such as which way the studio would face. The exact location for the studio and also the antenna was determined. The contractor and the engineers had many questions to work out on the building so every body understood what will be done, 

We went back to the Hotel and picked up the group and went back out to La Puerta, the village where the radio station is being built. We stopped at the first house just past our land and met with six children. George Schneider gave his testimony with Ofelia translating and all six invited Christ into their heart. We found out that their father was in the hospital very sick, so Ofelia prayed for their father. From there we visited the next house and talked with a very strong Catholic family. Jim and Bro. Armando shared their testimonies, but they were not receptive. We went down the road to a small convenience store and Ofelia prayed with an older lady whose daughter was sick and in the hospital.
We drove a short ways done the road and broke into two groups. In the first group Kathryn shared her testimony, but they were not receptive. The second group had a young lady make what appeared to be a strong decision for Christ. This is important because her parents are leaders in the local Catholic Church and were part of the group which sold us the property for the radio station. Please pray for village of La Puerta as we would like to see a house church in this village next to the radio station.
When we arrived back at the hotel about 7 PM our lost luggage had arrived. We then concluded the day with dinner and a time of reflection by the team.
 
Wednesday, June 4, 2008
 


We started later this morning (10 AM). Bro. Armando had to get work started at the radio station and go to the bank. We went to Catulaca and stopped at the first house in the village. We found a Baptist believer. Lois shared her testimony and the believer rededicated her life to the Lord and indicated an interest in beginning a Bible Study in her house. She told of all but one pastor who had worked in the area of different denomination as well as the priest who committed adultery. This bad testimony had caused many of the people to stop going to church.

At the next house we divided into two groups. George Schneider gave his testimony with Ofelia translating. This first group led a young lady with no spiritual background to Christ. She seemed to make a very serious decision. The second group went to a house where a grandmother was keeping her six grandchildren. Kathryn gave her testimony. Her children work in San Pedro Sula. She indicated interest in joining a Bible study. Larry lead in a prayer of blessing upon her and her family. The second group walked to the next house and met a man who was a Christian; however his mother was very sick with the possibility of amputation of her legs. They were trying herbal medicines. He asked Bro. Armando to pray for his mother.

From there we went to the other side of Catulaca where Bro. Armando has been holding a Bible Study for two families. One of the ladies is becoming the leader. Bro. Armando had baptized two of the young girls in the family. Bro. Armando told us of the desire of ten women to open a bakery. What would be needed are two large outdoor kiln looking stoves along with cooking utensils. A simple covered shed would serve as shade for a place to sell the bread to the local people as well as the many people who travel that road. We do not know the estimated costs.
We turned back and stopped to where Bro. Armando held another Bible study. The wife and the young girls in the family had already accepted Christ and had been baptized. Larry prayed for the family. The husband has not become a believer yet, but is regular in Bible study. From there we were returned for a late lunch. We relaxed in the afternoon and will be going to Las Flores this evening for a Bible Study.
6-09-08

The following is from Larry Johnson who is in Honduras with a Missions group from Tabernacle Baptist in Ennis: 

 

Wednesday, June 04, 2008 Evening
 

At 6:30 PM we left for the city of Los Flores for a house church service. At the service Ofelia gave her testimony and Larry storied Acts 9, the conversion of Saul. There were about 29 people present including our team. Bro. Armando gave the invitation. We asked Bro. Nelson, the pastor, to share his testimony for us. He shared that he had invited Christ into his life just 18 months ago. He shared that he appeared to be happy, but was very unhappy when he was alone. He had a major drinking problem. Bro. Jose Maria at the San Manuel Church shared Jesus with him. The first time Bro. Nelson argued with him about the Bible, which he had never read, but the second time he was ready to become a believer. It was a very wonderful service although no one accepted Christ. 

When we returned to the hotel Bro. Armando told us the city of Los Flores is the center of witchcraft for all of Central America. He explained that other church plants have had very difficult time being started there. There is much darkness in the city. Please pray for Bro. Nelson and the church that meets in his home.
 
Thursday, June, 05, 2008
 

This day was wonderful, but a gut wrenching long day. We left the hotel at 9AM. The first stop of the day was at the radio station. Bro. Armando and Larry checked on the site for the studio. The man with the bulldozer was just finishing up the leveling the site. While we did this the rest of the team went to visit the six children next door who accepted Christ and whose father was in the hospital. The team found out they did not have much food in the house. The team gathered up some of our snacks to share with them. Bro. Armando will be taking some additional food out to them later with money the team collected among themselves.

On our way we picked up a hitchhiker which is common in Honduras. When we stopped Bro. Armando witnessed to the hitchhiker as well as a couple of the young men of the house. Bro. Armando had stopped on previous occasions. 

Continuing our trip, we stopped where four young men were looking for gold in the midst of a land slide. Jim shared his testimony with Ofelia translating. Bro. Armando gave each of the men a Bible. The police stopped to talk with the young men and waited while the conversation was being completed. Late in the conversation it began to rain as it did off and on all day.  Ofelia witnessed to an older man who came up and she shared a Bible with him, however, he couldn’t read but he had a son who could read.

We stopped at the only Christian house in the village of La Laguna. Bro. Armando has a house church with this family. In the midst of the visit we found out the 14 year old daughter, Maria had been raped by a family member and she had a two weeks-old baby, Brenda. We prayed for the family and especially Maria and Brenda. While the team was waiting at the road about 12 children came by on their way to school. The team gave them candy and an illustrated book on the Bible for children.

We stopped at the next house which was the home of a strong Catholic family. Larry shared his testimony and Bro. Armando gave the invitation. The man invited Christ into his life and agreed to attend the house church in the previous home. He also indicated he would attend the next training for leaders. It appeared to be a very sincere decision. We left him with a Bible. The rest of the team stayed at the road to pray, the police we meet earlier stopped by and asked for Bibles. Each was given a Bible as well as some of their riders. The children were given the illustrated children’s books.
  
We went to the top of the mountain to stop for lunch. We were at 6277 feet and the view was spectacular. After eating our sandwiches and snacks we moved on. Our next stop was in Erandique for a rest room break. While there we were asked by a lady to take her to Gracias to the hospital. We were unable to do this because we were not headed directly back. Our next stop was the house church at Qualquidee. There we met with a family which had 8 sons and 2 daughters. They were all believers and a couple of the young sons had attended training. Ofelia gave her testimony. Bro. Armando and Larry both presented a Bible study. Larry encouraged them to follow Jesus in baptism. They discussed a nearby stream where this could happen soon.

We headed home by another route because it had rained more on the original route which would have made the roads impassable. What we were doing was actually making a gigantic loop. At the cross roads both sides of the loop was blocked by a strike. They were striking over the road conditions. We did not disagree about the roads as we never got out of third gear in the car all day. Many times we were in low gear. However, we did not like the inconvenience. We were held up for two hours before they moved the strike to San Juan. 

 Bro. Armando called Lionel, the owner of the hotel and his friend, for help. They came to meet us and if necessary we were going to leave the cars with a watchman and we were going to walk past the strike and go back to the hotel with Lionel in his church’s van. However, when we meet him at San Juan, he met a fellow church member who helped us negotiate around the strike. About 8:30 PM we arrived back at the hotel one tired team. God had provided for us. Amen.
 
Friday, June 06, 2008
 
Our day began with a trip down town to buy food for San Manuel. After purchasing the food we traveled an hour or so up to Cruz Alta. There we saw the progress the ladies had made in sewing. They had several of the garments hanging on a line for us to see. They still have some to learn, but they have made very good progress. We also visited the ceramic cooperative. We then went down to Pastor Simeon’s house for a worship service. This was a smaller group than normal because the service was in the middle of the day when many are working. Lois shared her testimony and Larry preached on the Great Commission. It was a very good time in encouraging the church.

Next we went to Pastor Jose Maria’s house near the city of San Manuel to have a service and share some disaster relief supplies. Present were two families which had to leave their homes because of recent fault activity. We were told that there was one family in the church which would not be able to get back into their home. An estimated 16 families have been affected by the fault. One young boy was killed.
Present in the service was three house church pastor’s which were started out of the San Manuel Church. This is encouraging because this are second generation churches. We are praying that soon we will have a third generation church. 
The congregation of forty or so people sang some hymns and Kathryn shared her testimony. Larry encouraged the pastor and people using James 1:2-5. They shared they had been through many difficult times. All four of the pastors present were asked to gather in the middle of our team. George Schneider prayed a blessing over them.
The food we had purchased earlier in the day was shared with some of those who had been affected by the fault activity. Fifteen families received supplies for a few days. More food will be provided later. We returned to the hotel to enjoy a meal of pork chops and discuss the activities of the day.
There are so many overwhelming needs among the Lenca. It overpowers our senses. Poverty is extreme, however the Lenca are a beautiful people. Please pray for discernment for the team as they seek God for their role here. 
6-11-08

The following is the last update instalment from Larry who just returned from Honduras with a missions group from Tabernacle Baptist Church in Ennis: 

 

Saturday, June 7, 2008
 
The first thing we did after breakfast was to go downtown to buy food for the six children whose father was in the hospital. The team had taken up money to provide for this need. We went downtown to shop. The ladies went shopping to provide baby clothes for the young 14 year old mother. They visited several shops and got just about everything they needed. We went to the fort and only a few got out and looked at it because it was raining. We then went to the Hotel Guancascos for hamburgesa con papa fritas (hamburgers and french fries). We returned to the Hotel and rested in the afternoon. After dinner we went to Cenicera for worship. George Bunting shared his testimony and Larry preached. We gathered around Pastor German and his wife and prayed a blessing over them. The trip to the village was exciting as the rain had made the hill very slick. We fishtailed a little both going down the hill to the bridge as well as climbing up the hill on the return. We had to drive the hill in four wheel drive low. 
 
Sunday, June 8, 2008
 
            Sunday morning we went to El Pinal San Jose for worship. The adventure here was in crossing the stream to get to the house for worship. Bro. Arthuro is the pastor. He is a wonderful singer as is his son. Jim gave his testimony and Larry preached. Sis. Aurora and Kathryne met with children in Bible study during the service. We had prayer for the pastor and his wife. The provided us with coffee as they did at most of the house churches. 
            In the afternoon the team went to Bro. Armando and Sis. Aurora’s home for tres leche (three milks) cake. The ladies of the team went back to organize the baby items for the young mother. Sis. Aurora’s daughter, Nancy, had brought a suitcase of baby clothes down recently. They spent quite a bit of time getting everything organized. Sis. Aurora said she didn’t understand why she was given the baby clothes, but she does now. Larry and Armando went to meet with the contractor for the studio.
            We then went to Las Acacias in the department of Intibuca which is just about 15 minutes past the radio station. On the way Bro. Armando picked up a whole group of people waiting for us to go to church. Jim shared his testimony and Larry preached. 
 
Monday, June 9, 2008
 
            We left around 6 AM for our flight back home. We arrived at the airport in good time and said our good byes to Bro. Armando, Sis. Aurora and Jackie their daughter.  Jackie lives in Lake Charles, Louisiana and was visiting her parents. She joined our team and did a lot of translating for us. 
            Everything went smooth on the return except we were just an hour late in arriving at Dallas Love. The team had a very adventuresome, fulfilling week.
6-20-08

A group from The Avenue Church in Waxahachie is down in Honduras working with the Lenca.
 

You can go to the church's blog section of their website to read their updates by clicking here or going to www.theavenuechurch.com and clicking on the link to the Honduras trip.
 

Please pray for this group as they not only share the gospel, but also serve the Lenca with their medical and teaching expertise.
7-07-08

Lenca Update 
The Hog Project is going well.  The hogs are growing healthy.

Please, continue praying for the Sewing Project in Cruz Alta.  The Catholic community had a meeting with the purpose of not allowing the girls to continue in the community center.   We will not have a place to put the sewing machines, chairs and the tables for the project.

The construction for the radio is going well.  The constructor is working on the foundation.  

In the month of June, There were two groups from Ellis Baptist Association in Texas who came to support our ministry and bring blessings to the Lenca families.

The first group, Tabernacle Baptist Church in Ennis, came with Bro. Larry Johnson as their leader with the purpose of evangelism and also to see some of the necessities of the Lenca.  With the first group, we went to evangelize the village of Catulaca, a woman accepted Christ and another family reconciled and opened the door to have another study in the village.  We also went to evangelize southeast of Lempira.  We had a Bible study with a family in Gualguiri, Erandique.  We also went to evangelize the village of Erandique, a man accepted Christ and the women from the group helped a young woman with clothes for her baby.  We also went to Cenicera and Santa Teresa and they saw how we distribute food to the people. Thank you to the brothers and sisters from the Tabernacle that came in this group.  Thank you for your support and the help you gave to various people.

The second group came with Pastor David Brown as their leader and they had a goal to help four areas:

            
          1.  Education

                       
                   A)  The teachers from the Avenue taught teachers from Honduras new teaching methods to educate the children from Lempira.  They did an excellent job with the 20 teachers that came from different villages.  
B)  Pastor David Brown gave a conference to the pastors and leaders about the book of First Corinthians.  The conference was a blessing to everyone.
   

            2.  Backyard Bible Club
 
A)  We had a group of brothers and sisters give a Bible studies to the children of Cenicera. They had activities, games, refreshments and movies for the children.  Many children accepted Jesus as their Savior. 

            3.  Health Area

            

                        A)   The doctor and the nurse, and their team did a excellent job.  They saw around 200 persons.  They did consultations and gave medicines and vitamins to the people.

            4.  Area of Construction 

A)  The group of men worked very hard under the sun building the radio station.  They made the entrance from the gate to the parking area.  They also helped to dig trenches for the foundation of the radio studio.

                        

They also visited the home churches in Las Flores, Catulaca, Las Acacias, Intibuca and Los Hornitos.  Some brothers gave Bible studies, and others gave their testimony.   The entire group visited the church of San Manuel on Sunday morning.  Everyone in the group served God in some area.  Thank you for all your help.

June Report

Catulaca - 3 visits to give Bible Studies in two homes. One additional Bible Study was started

Cenicera - 1 visit to preach and 8 times to help with Hog Project

Gualguiri – 1 Bible study and with group from Tabernacle
Cruz Alta – 4 Visits to help with the Sewing Cooperative, 1 Visit with the Doctor

San Manuel  (twice with the groups from Texas and another time to visit Jose Maria)  Buenos Aires, San Lucas, San Isidro and El Cojute are working with the church of San Manuel. A new Bible Study started in San Manuel
Las Acacias, Intibuca. (twice to take the groups from Texas and twice  on Sunday Night for the services)

TRAINING OF LEADERS

We had an attendance of 50 persons between leaders and pastors.  The training was given by Pastor David Brown from Texas.  

CONVERSIONS

Four persons accepted Christ in La Puerta.

One person accepted Christ in La Laguna, Erandique.

Three people accepted Christ in Catulaca.

A couple accepted Christ in Los Hornitos.

Eight Children accepted Christ with the Tabernacle group from Texas.

Thank you for all your prayers.  Once again, I want to give thanks to all the brothers and sisters from Texas that came to help us in our ministry.

Sincerely,
 

 
Rev. Armando and Aurora Murillo

August Report
 
-I went three times to Catulaca to continue giving studies in three different homes.
-I went twice to Las Flores.  Once to give the study and another to support the leader.
-I went once to El Pinal San Jose to give a study.  Please, continue to pray for this home church.
-I went seven times to Cenicera to support the cooperative and to help the pastor.
-I went twice to San Manuel. The church of San Manuel and the other home churches are doing very well.  I am referring to: El Cojute, San Pedrito, San Lucas, Buenos Aires, San Isidro, La Ceibita, and Dameande.
-I went once to Gilguarapes to support the leader Esteban Hernandez.
-I went three times to Guanas, Municipal of Las Flores.  Please, pray for this village we have not found a home that opens their door for a Bible study.
-I went once to a village called Dameande. In this trip the pastor Jose Maria and pastor Manuel Mateo accompany me to this village.  It takes three hours round trip by donkey.
-We have worked in the village of La Puerta, Belen.  We have not found a home that opens their door for a Bible study. 
-I went twice to Oro-Milaca to give Bible studies on Sunday Mornings.
-I went three times to Cruz Alta. Twice to support the project and another to evangelize.
 
Training of Pastors and Leaders

On August 30, 2008, I had a training for pastors and leaders in Gracias, Lempira.  The pastors from San Manuel, San Pedrito, San Isidro, San Lucas, Buenos Aires, El Cojute, Gilguarapes, Cruz Alta, Guanaspal, Catulaca, Las Acacias, Intibuca, El Pinal San Jose, Los Hornitos, Cenicera, Via Verde and Las Flores.  We had an attendance of 37 people.  The leaders of Las Accias, Las Flores, Los Hornitos, El Pinal, Via Verde, Cenicera paid for their bus ticket to assist the training in Gracias.
 
Weddings
I married a couple in Guanaspal
 
New Missions

Please, pray for Oro Milaca and Nueva Esperanza, Lameande.  We are working to establish new Bible studies in these villages.
 
New Conversions
a)      A person accepted Christ in Puerta, Belen

b)      Two persons accepted Christ in Las Acacias, Intibuca

c)      A person accepted Christ in San Isidro.

d)      A person accepted Christ in Catulaca

Baptisms
     a)     Baptized 7 persons in Catulaca
b)      Baptized 3 persons in La Puerta, Belen

c)      Baptized 4 persons in Las Acacias, Intibuca

Thank you for your prayers, for supporting the radio station, and the missionary work for the salvation of the Lencas in Gracias, Lempira.  Please, continue to support the radio station. 
 
God Bless you, 
 
Rev.  Armando Murillo.
September Report
The churches that are under the supervision of Church of San Manuel are growing. (El Cojute, Chachate, Dameande, Buenos Aires, San Lucas, and the four home churches of San Manuel)

I went once to San Pedrito to support the Pastor Trinidad at San Pedrito in a service.

I went twice to San Manuel to support the Pastor Jose Maria in a service and to do some baptisms.

I went once to San Isidro to support the Pastor Manuel Mateo to do some baptisms.

I went once to Cruz Alta to support the project and to ordain a new pastor in Guanaspal.

I went twice Gualguiri, Erandique to continue with the Bible studies.

I went three times to Oromilaca on Sunday mornings. There are some children and youth from Catulaca that join us.

I went once to a village called Azacualpa Grande, Municipal of Erandique. We initiated a Bible study in this village.

I went three times to La Acacias to support the pastor in the services and to evangelize.

I went five times to Cenicera. Four times to support the cooperative and another to help the pastor.

I went twice to Las Flores to help the leader Nelson Flores with the services.

I went twice to Guanas to evangelize and to initiate a new bible study.

I went three times to Catulaca to have two different Bible studies 

 

TRAINING OF PASTORS AND LEADERS
On September 27, 2008, I had a training of pastors and leaders in Gracias. We had an attendance of 42 persons between pastors and leaders.

BAPTISMS

a) We baptize five persons in San Isidro

b) We baptize 6 persons in San Manuel

 

ORDINATION OF PASTORS
I ordained a new pastor in the village of Guanaspal, Bro. Jose Rosa Martinez

CONVERSIONS
a) Four people accepted Christ in Chachate

b) Two people accepted Christ in Las Acacias, Intibuca

c) A person accepted Christ in Guanas, Municipal of Erandique

 

NEW BIBLE STUDIES
a) Guanas, Las Flore

b) Azacualpa Grande, Erandique

c) Chachate, San Manuel

d) El Encontradero, Munipal of San Manuel under the supervision of Pastor Trinidad Melgar of San Pedrito

Thank you for prayers and support. God bless you.

Sincerely,

Armando and Aurora Murillo

Missionaries
October Report

Please, continue to pray for the radio frequency.  Dr.  Julio has not been able to speak with the president of CONATEL because the state of emergency in many departments in Honduras. Pray, for the president of CONATEL, his name is Raul Vallederes.
There are a lot of risks that confront this region, the Department of Lempira.  Due to the fact that there is a volcanic fault line that crosses the region, when it rains, there are a lot of landslides in the mountainous zone.  Many Lencas communities are situated in dangerous zones.
The problems exist in the communities like Chachate, San Isidro,  and the Municipal of San Manuel. It is a very difficult to find an immediate solution to the problem because Honduras does not  have a government plan for that region.  The mayor of San Manuel was told to relocate these families and to construct their homes with a cost of seven million lempira ( $370,000) funds. The municipality does not have that much money and the government does not want to invest that much money to relocate the families.
The Geological situation that confronts this department adds other problems like: malnutrition, health problems, education, bad communication and the high cost of living.  The illness called Dengue has risen up to 100 percent and many children are dying.
OCTOBER REPORT
I went twice to San Manuel to support the Pastor Jose Maria Mateo.
I went once to Gilguarapes to give a Bible study.
I went once to Erandique to give a Bible study.

I went once to La Laguna, Erandique to evangelize.
I went once to Azacualpa Grande to evangelize and give a Bible study.

I went once to El Pinal San Jose motivate the brothers and sisters continue with the Bible studies.

I went three times to Cruz Alta to support the pastor Simeon and Pastor Jose Rosa Martinez in Guanaspal.

I went three times to Las Acacias, Intubuca to support two different Bible studies.

I went twice to Catulaca to give a study in two different homes.

I went twice to Oromilaca to give a Bible study.

I went once to Las Flores to support the leader Nelson Flores.

I went twice to Guanas to give Bible studies.

I went once to Cenicera to support the Pastor German Sarmiento twice to help with the Hog Project.

I went once to Gualguiri, Erandique to give a Bible study.

I went once to San Pedro Sula to repair the car.

TRAINING OF PASTORS
On October 24, 2008, I had Training for the pastors and leaders in San Manuel.  I had an attendance of 24 persons and leaders.  Only, the area of the Municipal of San Manuel attended.
I also had training with the two pastors of Guanaspal and Cruz Alta and the leaders of the Las Flores and Guanas. 
NEW CONVERSIONS
a)     a person accepted Christ in Gilguarapes
b)     a person accepted Christ in Guanas
c)     Three persons accepted Christ in San Manuel
Sincerely,

Armando and Aurora Murillo
Missionaries for Ellis Baptist Association
