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“People encounter God under shady oaks, on riverbanks, and on long stretches of sandy 

beaches.  God shows up in water spouts, starry skies, burning bushes, and perfect strangers.” 
                         Barbara Brown Taylor 

 

The summer months are always full of movement on the island.  With a rising heat comes 

elevated excitement for vacationers seeking fun in the sun.  For those of us here year round 

we try to anticipate unaware bicyclers and flip flop clad shoppers.  We welcome the 

strangers in our midst for their increased revenue.  Isn’t the rise in census worthy of more than 

numbers to be counted?   

 

We too are like strangers in a strange land.  It takes a lifetime to learn the rhythm of God on 

earth’s island.  We find ourselves crossing roadways oblivious to the dangers.  Temptations 

like alligators lurk to do us in.  Curiosity gets us too close.  Fixated on travel guides and new 

entertainments, we can lose good sense.   Running from one venue to the next we can lose 

the joy.   Listening to those who know better will keep us on track.  Pride keeps us from 
stopping for directions so we get more and more lost.  

 
What are we trying to do?  Where do we really want to go?  While 

we are on this journey of life are we open to a surprise spiritual 

encounter that often brings a shift in plans?  Our session has been 

hard at work putting in place a Strategic Plan.  It is being embraced 

by the various committees and Ministry Units of Providence 

Presbyterian.  Built into the plan is the ability to respond to the 

movement of God’s Spirit.  In the midst of our planning process we 

are also dealing with Denominational Issues.  We want to remain 

united in our objectives and our mission so a “Town Hall Meeting” is 

being planned for the congregation on the afternoon and early 

evening of June 14th.  You all will be given details about this 

gathering later.  Until then let us trust in God’s direction and enjoy 

the journey.  Let us remain open to the Holy Spirit.  These days, island 
life is exciting!  

 

Your brother in Christ,  

 

 

John Wall 
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Providence Early Learning Center (PELC)        by Alicia Daly 
 

Providence Pelicans have been celebrating!  
The Week of the Young Child (April 12-18, 2015) 
began with a declaration by Hilton Head’s 

Mayor Bennett that was accepted by our PELC 
Director, Cecile Bibaud, along with Tuggle and 

Mac Daly.  The Week of the Young Child is a 
national event developed by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 

highlighting the importance of early education 
from birth through age eight. Most local 

preschools celebrate this week with its theme 
days, which include Taco Tuesday (good 
nutrition) and Family Friday. 
 

Family Friday for PELC was a special event – a BBQ on East Campus!  We had families and church 

members in attendance and enjoyed delicious grilled chicken, burgers, and hot dogs.   The large 
playground and plethora of side dishes coupled with the perfect weather made for a grand time.    
 

We also would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to the Ruth Circle and the Mary Martha Circle, Honors 

and Memorials, Buildings and Grounds, and Missions Committees for their more than generous 
donations of time, money and goods.   Our children and staff have benefitted from all of the gifts, 

and our gratitude and appreciation are beyond description.  Truly, it takes a village and we invite 
everyone to take a part.  Snuggling adorable babies and toddlers will certainly brighten one’s day!  
 

 

Youth Ministry                    by Lisa Walker 
 

It is always an exciting time of the year to see Providence youth graduating from high school and 
beginning their journeys as young adults. Providence will be honoring and celebrating our 

graduating seniors on Sunday, May 24, at the 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  There will be a 
reception at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall where everyone will have a chance to greet and 
congratulate our graduates and their families.  Our graduating seniors are:   Hanna Boney, Rebecca 

Johnston, Peyton Leitner, Trevor Marbut, Adam Schauss, Bless Seo and Keegan Thacker.  
 

 

 

This spring, Providence welcomes four youth members by way of confirmation.  They are George 

William Boney, Jaclyn Couch, Madison Etchells, and Raechel Schroeder.  Each of the confirmands 
completed an eight-week study series where they came to understand more about the significance 

of their baptisms, their faith commitments, and their place in the church.  At the conclusion of the 
study, each youth made a conscious decision to profess their personal commitment to Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior.  As a reflection of this, they each read their personal faith statements before 

the Providence Session.  Please join us on Sunday, May 31, at the 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. service as 
we acknowledge their personal faith commitment to Jesus Christ and Providence.   There will be a 

reception at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall where everyone can greet and congratulate our 
confirmands and their families.  Welcome to the Family! 
 

Please keep our graduates and confirmands, as well as their families, in your thoughts and prayers as 
they celebrate these milestones and prepare for their future journeys.    

 

 

 

 

    



 

 

Providence Today Page 3

Contemporary Worship             by Victoria Garrett 
 

Hello everyone!  We are excited about the development of our Contemporary Worship service, and 

we are continuing to follow God’s leading together for the advancement of His Kingdom!  We have 
had many visitors in the last several weeks, especially during our Easter worship service, which was 
extremely meaningful and impactful to all who attended.  Our team of volunteers is also growing in 

order to help this worship experience Cause God Joy and bring others closer to Jesus.  We are still 
looking for more people to be a part of our technical team and praise band, so please let us know if 

you or someone you know may be interested in serving in these areas.  Thank you to all who have 
been a part of serving God and others in the life of this church!  As a church, we are pleased to 
announce that we will be reorienting the Fellowship Hall very soon in order to make it more functional 

for the Contemporary Worship service and for the larger church fellowship activities as well.  We 
believe that making some changes in this space will enhance the worship experience and will also 

make the area more useful for congregational dinners, receptions and other special events. 
 

The major items that we will be moving in the Fellowship Hall are the stage, projectors and screens, 
lighting and all sound equipment.  For the Contemporary Worship experience, the reorientation will 
result in better visibility of the projector screens and stage area, better sound quality and sound 

projection, a more open entrance for greeting, more area for response time and prayer, less 
distraction when people need to leave or come in late, and bathroom accessibility during worship.  

For the Fellowship Ministry of the church, the reorientation will open up more area for fellowship 
activities on the side of the room used the most, get equipment away from the entrance and make 
the room divider much more functional as well.   
         

We appreciate all of the hard work and support that 
many people have put toward growing this ministry 
and helping us to utilize the Fellowship Hall in the best 

way possible for both Contemporary Worship and for 
the Providence congregation.  We hope to have this 
reorientation project completed by the end of June 

2015.  May God continue to guide everything that we 
do through Contemporary Worship and Providence 

Church for His glory and for the good of others.  

Blessings to you! 

Fellowship       by Cindy Steinmetz 
 

We will be hosting two upcoming receptions, one for 
the Seniors who are graduating from High School 

and one for the students who will be making their 
Confirmation. Please join us for these two 
momentous occasions! The Fellowship Committee 

also continues to host Sunday fellowship very week in 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

The Fellowship Committee is calling out to all the 

bakers of Providence to please bake cookies and 
such for Sunday morning fellowship.  Please contact 

Cindy Steinmetz if you are able to bake and/or have 
any questions (843) 295-8718. Thank you. 
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Stephen Ministry - Christ Caring for People through People! 
                                                       by Jack Dempsey 
 

Referrals: Help a Friend or a Family Member who is in need! 
 

You can play an important role in our ministry … Because you may know of a 

friend, neighbor, co-worker or relative who is going through a difficult time and 

who could benefit from the focused care, encouragement and support of a 
Stephen Minister.  If you know of someone who is hurting, contact one of our 

Stephen Leaders: Nancy Ludtke (843-686-6270) or Jack Dempsey (843-686-6270). 
They can talk with you about how we can connect the person you know with 
one of our Stephen Ministers. It is a great way for you to show how much you 

care. 
 

Love One Another as I Have Loved You … In John 15:12, Jesus says, “This is my Command, that you 

love one another as I have loved you.”  Loving and caring for one another is not just a pastor’s job; 

it’s something that Jesus calls all of us to do!  Stephen Ministry is a ministry in which people with 
special gifts for caring can put those gifts to use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love and care 
to those who most need it. 

Note:  The last meeting for the Grieving Group was Thursday, May 14.  Because most have 
moved on, we will not meet again after that date.  If there is a need for the group in the 
future, I will be happy to start one up again.   Charlotte Willis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Above:   
Dr. John Wall in the opening parade of the Heritage. 

 
Right:   

Dr. Wall and Providence member Stan Smith  

dressed in their finest Heritage attire. 
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Music Notes              by JooSoo Son 
 

Providence Presents! 
Our Traditional Music Director and Organist, JooSoo Son, 
had an “Organ Praise!” recital on April 24. God was 

glorified as we prayed and He blessed people who 
gathered together through the Scripture that was spoken 

before each piece and through the music. Praise God!  
 

The organ was moved front and center on our enhanced 
chancel so the audience could watch the movements of 

JooSoo, as well as hear the magnificent sounds of her 
music.  Selections included three movements of Vidor’s 
Fifth Symphony, concluding with the challenging Toccata.  

 

Summer Choir Invitation 
Summer Choir starts June 28 and goes through September 6. There will be no Wednesday night 
rehearsals, but we will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays before the 10:30 a.m. service. Please pray about 

joining summer choir if you have a grateful heart and voice to sing for God’s glory.  
 

Carillon Dedication Sunday 
We dedicated our new Carillon donated by Wade and Mary Cloyd at 
the 10:30 a.m. traditional worship service on May 3. We hear the 

beautiful bells every day on the church campus and Sundays before 
8:30 a.m. and after 10:30 a.m. worship.  What a blessing!  
 

Choir Party 
The Chancel and Handbell Choirs, with our choir friends, enjoyed the 
end of year party on May 2 at Joe and Susan Patton’s house.   The 

spring choir party included watching the Kentucky Derby.  The 
traditional choir and handbell ringers are a family within our 
Providence family.   

 

Women’s Ministry             by Carolyn Martin 
 

On Thursday, April 30, our Women’s Ministry group 
held an afternoon tea at The Indigo Run Golf Club.  

About 50 ladies attended—most of them donning a 
lovely hat or fascinator for the festive occasion.  Kim 
Poovey, an author and professional storyteller, 

presented a program titled “Teddy Bear Tea 
Etiquette,” which was fun for all.  And Carolyn Wall 

charmed us with some highlights of her life before 
and after becoming a pastor’s wife. 

 

The tea sandwiches, sweets and pastries were a 

delicious treat and everyone was given a tea cup 
and saucer to take home.  A relaxing, delightful 
event that was enjoyed by all!   

 

    

Above:  Kim Poovey (L)                Above:  Carolyn Martin 

& Carolyn Wall (R)                                                                  
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Missions                        by Lynn Clanton 
 

Providence members' generous contributions to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Palm Sunday, 
March 29, totaled $2,335.00. These funds were used to help persecuted Christians in the Middle East. 
 

AIM = Adventures in Missions    
Adventures in Missions is an interdenominational Christian mission organization that offers many types 
of mission trips  for youth, college students, adults and families. Since 1989, this Gainesville, Georgia-
based missions organization has sent thousands of people on mission trips all over the world, including 

Hilton Head Island.   Since 2011, Providence has hosted AIM short-term mission teams on our back 
property. AIM participants arrive on Sunday afternoon and stay until Friday morning. Each morning 

and afternoon, teams go into our community to minister, in a variety of ways, to children, the elderly, 
the infirmed, the needy and even people on the beach. Some community connections are made 
through Providence members who work for local organizations: Rita Jones at Deep Well, Melissa 

Dalton at Memory Matters, and Sandy Haines at Bloom.  Last year, just over 200 people served on 
Hilton Head for 8 weeks. This summer, we will have AIM groups on our campus for 6 weeks. 
 

Mission India 
This year, after supporting Church Planters with Mission India (MI) for 12 
years, Providence is sponsoring a Bible-based Adult Literacy Class. Our 
class is in the Indian state of Chhattisgarh, which is about the size of 

Louisiana, with a population similar to Texas (almost 21 million). Eighty 
percent live in rural villages with 94.7% Hindu, 2% Muslim and 1.9% 

Christian.  
 

One in four adults in India is illiterate. Eighty-six percent (938 million) live 
on  less  than  $2.50  per day.   The average annual income is $300.   Not  
being able to count money, read or write traps generations of families in  

a vicious cycle of poverty.   Mission India Adult Literacy students meet five nights a week for a year to 
gain literacy skills, learn about hygiene and good nutrition, and gain practical business skills. Many 

graduates start their own home-based businesses, leading to increased income. 
 

Students, men and women, are brought from zero 
literacy knowledge to a fifth grade level of reading, 

writing and math.  They are also introduced to Jesus 
Christ. About 40% of Adult Literacy Class graduates 
make decisions to follow Christ, and an average of 

two new churches sprout out of every three Adult 
Literacy Classes.  
 

   

Right: 

April 6-11, the girls of 

Berkele Cottage at 

Thornwell Home for 

Children were guests 

on our campus with 

their teaching parents 

and their children. 

Thanks to Keith Walston 

for their dolphin cruise. 
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March and April, 2015 Session Actions          
         by Ron Montgomery, Clerk of Session 
 

 

1. Approved the funding for the landscape project (dedicated landscape funds = $6,500, Honors 

and Memorials = $3,967.05 and tree mitigation funds = $2,000). 
 

2. Passed motion to withhold funds going to Presbytery until report received from task force. 
 

3. Passed motion to investigate purchase of High Definition (HD) camera. 

 
4. Passed motion to approve communion schedule for 2015-2016. 

 

5. Passed motion to approve Raechel Schroeder, Madison Etchells, George William Boney and 
Jaclyn Couch as members. 

 
6. Accepted Ken Weiner by reaffirmation of faith and baptism, and Karen Weiner by 

reaffirmation of faith. 

 
7. Accepted Susan Micharlsen as an affiliate member. 

 
8. Passed motion that as a matter of conscience and Biblical belief, Providence property will not 

be used in the performance of same gender marriages, nor will Providence staff perform same 

gender marriages. 
 

9. Passed motion to allow SOAR to use the Providence bus during the summer months for their 
summer camp program sponsored by the Children’s Relief Fund. 
 

10. Passed motion to approve the Short-Term Tactical Plan to begin implementation of the 
Strategic Plan. 

a. Substantially increase member involvement In Providence ministries 
b. Build and maintain fellowship programs that increase unity of our congregation 
c. Develop, grow, strengthen and creatively equip disciples 

d. Reach out and warmly welcome people of all ages, stages of their faith-walk, and 
backgrounds 
 

11.  Passed motion to send the proceeds of the One Great Hour of Sharing to Samaritans Purse. 
 

12. Passed motion to approve the reconfiguration of the Fellowship hall requested by the 
Contemporary Worship Committee upon the approval by the Property Use/Program Support 
Committee (which includes the Decorating Committee). 

 

  

REMINDER:  Please complete the “Opportunities for 
Service” brochure and turn it in to the church office as 
soon as possible.  You will then be contacted to serve 
in an area of your choice.  Thank you! 
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