
Dear Providence Family,

 It seems appropriate somehow that, amidst the time of 
expectant waiting and preparation that comprises the liturgical 
season of Advent, we at Providence should also be expectantly 
waiting to see who God would call to serve as the new Interim 
Senior Pastor. Just as anticipations ran high in early first century 
Judea, many folks in our church are understandably excited about 
the prospects that await us.  But, if history has taught us anything, 
we might step back a bit and try to glean the larger perspective.  
 When the Jews of Jesus’ day thought of a Messiah, they had 
in mind a person who shared their interests, who would fight for what 
they believed in, and who would be a defender of their causes.   
They imagined a brawny champion who would immediately set 
them free of their current displeasures. Instead, what they got was 
a baby born of a teenage girl in an unconventional family - not 
exactly what they had imagined. 
 This child would grow up among them, later going on to 
criticize them, go against their established traditions and turn their 
understandings of loyalty to God upside down. Jesus would ask for 
their complete willingness to change. He’d challenge their concepts 
of possession and money as well as their political affiliations. He’d confront their social cliques and 
their perceptions of others. What’s more, he’d often gravitate toward those who seemed less 
religious and who were more focused on positively changing themselves than judging others.
 We too might have our expectations of what is to come for “our” church.  But I would hasten 
to add that maybe we should try a different approach.  Instead of lavishing our expectations upon 
our coming interim pastor, maybe we should instead focus on spiritually preparing ourselves.  Are 
we praying without ceasing?  Are we studying the Scriptures fervently?  Are we caring for one 
another in ways that exemplify the love that is Jesus?  
 Or maybe even more to the point personally:  How is your participation in worship going? 
How are your relationships with others? Or how is your stewardship of what God has blessed you 
with shaping up?  These are often tough questions that challenge our perceptions of what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus.  But facing these issues head-on is key to our development as 
a faith community and such preparation helps us to be ready to spiritually grow however God 
may direct.
 Consequently, when we are eventually faced with the bitter disappointment that the 
Interim Pastor can’t walk on water, we might be better able to see and hear what gifts that 
person has and learn how God intends to use them here at Providence.  
 As such, I encourage you this Advent season to hear the call of Jesus on your life and to 
faithfully respond as we journey on together. Because there is only one person who can fulfill us - 
and that is the Christ – whose return we expectantly await amidst our faithful preparation.

                      -- Rev. Chris Benek

Providence Today
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Children’s Ministry
-- Jay Cotter
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 While the weather wreaked havoc on our 
pumpkins with high temperatures and humidity, 
we were still blessed with a “harvest” of about 
$350 for our Children’s Ministries.  Once again, it 
was a small band of believers who stepped up 
to help unload the pumpkin truck, then purge 
the pumpkin patch of the rotten ones that 
seemed to appear on a daily basis.  A few others 
helped out by reading stories to the various 
day care centers around the island who would 
bus their children to our campus for lunch time 
among the pumpkins.  Then, with the help of 
Sea Pines CSA, a few of us managed to get the 
rest of the unsold pumpkins to the woods of the 
east campus for the deer and mother nature 
to consume.  To those of you who purchased 
pumpkins or gave of your time, Children’s 
Ministries, as well as the folks at Pumpkin Patch 
Fund Raisers and the Navajo nation, thank you 
with all our hearts!  
 As for the Fall Festival, an enormous 
amount of work was put forth by a small handful 
of dedicated volunteers.  You’d recognize 
these folks as some were Elders and Deacons; 
some were volunteers with Youth or Children’s 
Ministries; still others were involved in our 
Fellowship or Outreach Ministries.  These folks 
managed to transform our east campus into 

something special.  There was a bounce house, 
pumpkin decorating, bobbing for apples, hay 
rides, a family portrait studio, face painting 
and even a dunk tank featuring our Rev. Chris 
Benek to name a few.  There was fried chicken 
with all the fixin’s as well as salads, side dishes 
and desserts a plenty.  The proceeds from the 
Fall Festival will benefit both Fellowship and 
Children’s Ministries; and while the numbers are 
still being tabulated, we expect to split about 
$600 between the two ministries.
 We at Children’s Ministry see the Pumpkin 
Patch and the Fall Festival as another chance 
for Providence to shine for our community as 
a form of outreach.  The Pumpkin Patch brings 
in children and their parents (some of which 
don’t go to any church) from various day care 
centers around the island. Additionally, we 
saw many young couples, professional people, 
tourists and even joggers all came to purchase 
pumpkins. The Fall Festival also reaches out to 
the community and promises a time of good 
clean fun for all ages.  We were blessed to host 
over a hundred adults and even more children 
to our beautiful campus that day.  We feel 
we were blessed this year and will carry that 
momentum on to next year’s Pumpkin Patch 
and Fall Festival.
 Should you have any questions, or if you 
would like to volunteer to help us Cause God 
Joy, please feel free to contact me: papa.
cotter@gmail.com

Prayer
WalkThanksgiving

December 1st | 1:00pm | Coligny Beach Park
Join the Providence Family and invite friends in the community to outwardly display our thanks this 
holiday season. Rochelle Jones has felt God’s call to Cause God Joy by organizing a Prayer Walk 
for the Greater Hilton Head area. We will meet at the Coligny Beach Fountain at 1:00 pm, then 
walk together to the beach for a time of worship and prayer. This will be the 3rd annual event 
with hopes of the largest turnout 
yet. What better way to begin the 
Advent season! 
www.facebook.com/MVPGod

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked way, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sins and will heal their land.             -- 2 Chronicles 7:14



YROC Unplugged: Fall is the season for so many things, and unplugging 
from technology and enjoying the outdoors is a new YROC favorite.  Led 
by Matt Garber, our youth gave up their cell phones and gathered around 
the campfire. This was an awesome evening of worship, reflection on 
God’s providence, and fellowship. As we sat around the campfire, roasted 
hotdogs and made s’mores, I couldn’t help but 
notice that the pallets burned, but the nails were 
not consumed.  Made me think of the great love 
of our Savior, who endured the nails of the cross 
so that our sin could be burned away. I pray that 
every one of our youth would know this personally.

JAM &
YROC
Lisa Walker
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JAM Service Project: JAM joined Mrs. Ruth Germany at her 
home to fill shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  Our 
JAM youth were so enthusiastic and excited to help others 
that they were packing boxes faster than we could tag 
them!  During this time, the youth learned that these boxes 
would be delivered to children in 130 countries, and how 
through a few simple items the love, hope and joy of Christ 
could be shared.   The night was ended in prayer and by 
asking God to bless every shoebox recipient.   

outh Ministry UpdateY

Saturday, December 7th
Living Nativity in Savannah with JAM & YROC
Please meet at the church at 4:15 and we will ride 
together to Savannah Christian Church for a much 
anticipated bi-annual event! The church prepares 
for over six months to present a historical walk 
through the Christmas Story. $10 + money for food.

Sunday, December 8th 
Brunch for Youth Missions. $10 per person, $25 max 
per family. 11:30am in Fellowship Hall. Please support 
our youth with their fundraising efforts!

Wednesday, December 18th
Caroling, Caroling through the Island....
Instead of regular YROC, we will be visiting local 
senior facilities to spread Christmas cheer. Please 
meet at the church at 6:15!

Upcoming Events
Renovations & Renewal 
foR the Youth Building

 As our East Campus has 
become blessed by growth and 
greater use, the need to renovate the 
youth building has become necessary.  
Bathrooms are being updated with 
new toilets, showers and a stackable 
washer/dryer are also being added.  
Additionally, the configuration to the 
building entrance is being changed 
and a storage closet is being added.  
As we make these changes, we 
would love to replace some of the 
very old furniture (sofas, chairs). If 
you have any furniture you would be 
interested in donating to the youth 
building renovation, please contact 
Lisa Walker at 384-0574.  



Congregational Care
Stephen Ministry Application 
Process for January Training 

Session
 
 If you are interested in training 
to become a Stephen Minister, please 
apply this Fall to participate in our 
Stephen Ministry Training Program.  You 
may obtain additional information by 
contacting the leaders listed below.  
Application packets are available in the 
main church office.
 For this new training session, please 
return your application by December 
20, 2013, to the Stephen Ministry Mailbox 
in the main church office.  Should you 
become a Stephen Minister, as the 
caregiver, you will be assigned one care 
receiver only, meeting with him or her 
approximately one hour a week.  Feel 
free to call the numbers listed below at 
any time for a personal discussion about 
this rewarding ministry. 
 Mission of Stephen Ministry:  
Stephen Ministers work alongside our 
pastors to care for, encourage and 
provide emotional and spiritual support 
to people who are going through a 
difficult time.  If you have gifts of caring 
and listening, please prayerfully consider 
joining the Stephen Ministry team.  
 Training schedule is as follows:   
Every Tuesday evening beginning 
January 14, 2014 through April 29, 2014 
(no training Heritage Week); 5:30 - 8:00 
p.m. in the Mills Building; plus a Saturday 
retreat on  February 22, 2014 from 9:00 
a.m to 1:00 p.m.
 
Contacts:  Nancy Ludtke (843) 384-6363                      
& Susan Patton  (843) 384-3279

The Second Saturday Christian 
Women’s Book Club

 The Second Saturday Christian 
Women’s Book Club is just completing 
its first year at Providence and what a 
success it has been!  We have read 
and discussed fiction and nonfiction 
books by Christian writers that have 
pulled us out of our comfort zones and 
grown us deeper in our relationships 
with Christ and with other sisters in the 
faith.
 Join us December 14 from 9:30-
11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall to discuss 
The Jesus I  Never Knew by Philip 
Yancy and on January 11, 2014, to 
discuss The Swan House by Elizabeth 
Musser.  Share your books and bring a 
friend! 
 Call JoAnn Meier at 671-6290 if 
you have any questions.

4

Weekly
DISCIPLESHIP 

Opportunities
 
 Our Discipleship offerings and 
Women’s and Men’s Bible studies 
continue as scheduled. Our Sunday Bible 
study groups continue as scheduled as 
well.  See the Sunday bulletin for times 
and other details.
 A new Grief Support Group started 
on November 4 in Fellowship Hall. This 
group will offer help to those who have 
lost or are in the process of losing a dear 
one. The group will meet on the second 
Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m.   
                - Shirley Lucas 



Music Notes
   -- JooSoo Son

christmas eve services

About 100 people attended the Duo Harpsichord Recital 
on Friday, October 25, at Providence.  Harpsichordists, 
JooSoo Son and Anne Acker, joined by Lauren Stuligross 
(oboe) and Michelle Krasinski (bassoon), played a wide 
arrange of interesting harpsichord repertoires.  Donations 
of about $900 were received, which will benefit the 
music ministry and the upcoming Providence Presents 
concert series. 

Young Talent
Eric Tsai, the 2012 winner of the Hilton Head Symphony 
Orchestra--Youth Concerto Competition is a huge talent 
at the age of sixteen.  Faithful Christians, Eric and his father Jason Tsai, will play a one-hour program 
at Providence on Saturday, November 30, at 5:30 p.m.  Eric and his father and will also participate 
in our 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 1.  

Christmas Concert for Children--Experience various instruments!  
This concert will be held on Thursday, December 12, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Providence.  It is specifically designed for children to introduce them 
to various classical instruments such as violin, piano, saxophone, 
trumpet, oboe, handbells, etc. Musicians will play Christmas music 
and introduce their instruments.  After the concert, children are 
welcome to stay and ask questions.

Christmas Cantata
Our Chancel Choir will sing “Gloria” by A. Vivaldi on Sunday, December 
15, at the 10:30 a.m. service. Rehearsals are every Wednesday night 
at 7:30 p.m. If you want to join us for this joyful opportunity, please 
contact to JooSoo Son or the church office.
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Chancel 
Enhancement

 
 The New Initiatives project to enhance 
the chancel is proceeding well.  The center 
raised section will be removed to make 
the entire area level.  The pulpit and other 
furniture will be moveable and the choir 
will be more visible.  Providence Presents 
events, piano and organ moving, and even 
changing lights will be facilitated.  Physical 
work will probably start after Christmas and 
finish in January.  We will be able to conduct 
worship services without disruption.

4:00pm 
Family Service with Nativity

5:00pm 
Contemporary Service 

6:00pm 
Traditional Candlelit Service 

in Sanctuary



Providence Missions
In our Neighborhood
 Our October 13 Local Mission Service 
Sunday began with lunch and fellowship after 
church.  Then volunteers fanned out to help 
meet the needs of five women (two from our 
church family) with yard work and other tasks 
around their homes.  Washing trailer siding, 
repairing screen doors, patching dry wall, 
painting, packing and removing books, raking, 
clipping and cleaning up were all on the 
agenda.  In addition to these tasks off campus, 
the church grounds were cleared, cleaned 
and generally spruced up by our youth group 
and accompanying volunteers. Thank you to 
all who participated. 
 One of the Local Missions supported 
financially by Providence is the South Coastal 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) of 
Beaufort, Jasper and Hampton counties.  FCA 
engages youth through ministry to coaches, 
on campus, at camps, and in the community.  
One morning each week, Chick-Fil-A provides 
nearly 500 biscuits for the 7:00 a.m. student 

huddles at 11 local schools. In August, FCA 
sponsored a day-long Coaches Convocation 
with over 200 Beaufort County School District 
coaches.   Several Coaches Bible Studies and 
Breakfasts take place in our area schools.  If 
you would like to help FCA with anything from 
cooking hot dogs to praying for a school, 
contact Paul Cifaldi at 290-9801 or pcifaldi@
fca.org.  For more information go to  
www.southcoastalfca.com.

 Frank and Nancy Dimmock, missionaries 
supported by Providence for many years 
through the Presbyterian Outreach Foundation, 
have moved from their home in Lesotho (leh su 
tu), Africa to Lusaka, Zambia.  Frank is based in 
Louisville, KY (physically present there 40% of the 
time) as a PC-USA Poverty Alleviation Catalyst.   
Nancy is the new site coordinator for the Young 
Adult Volunteer program in Zambia, developing 
Christian community through spiritual formation, 
mission service, and mission learning.           
      - Lynn Clanton

Around the World
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2014 Summer
MISSION TRIPS 

Announced
 

Junior High - Nashville, TN
Organized through Adventures in Mission

Senior High - Nashville, TN
Organized through Adventures in Mission

Family - Hilton Head Island, SC 
Organized through Adventures in Mission

Senior High & Adult - Managua, Nicaragua 
Organized through Vida Joven (Young 

Life) Contact Lisa Walker if you are 
interested in participating.



rovidence Missions Rome & Greece Tour
Join Rev. Benek and members of Providence on an 11-day 
journey through biblical Rome and Greece/Turkey May 25 
through June 4, 2014. Our journey begins in Rome where we will 
explore the Forum, the Mamertime prison, the Coliseum and 
the Catacombs, the Vatican museums and a number of other 
important historical and cultural sites. Leaving Rome, we will fly 
to Athens and then cruise to Mykonos, Ephesus, Patmos, and 
Santorini, before visiting Corinth and Mycenae. 

This is a once in a lifetime trip 
and we’d love for you to be a 
part of our journey. You can find 
more information in the church 
office or contact Rev. Benek at 
benekcj@hotmail.com or 
843-415-5973.
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eadership November Session Actions
Ron Montgomery, Clerk of SessionL

November
• Approved moving forward with 

the capital campaign.  The 
first phase will be the Chancel 
Improvement Project.

• Approved Lisa Walker to act 
as Chair of the Youth Ministry 
Committee.

• Approved the faith statements 
of the following confirmands 
and accepted them as 
members of Providence:  James 
Bartholomew, Brooke Boyd, Sam 
Courtney, Candler Key, 
McKenna 
Leitner, 
Olivia 
MacIssac, 
Jacqueline 
Steinmetz 
and Evan 
White.

Brooke Boyd

James
Bartholomew

Jacqueline
Steinmetz

Evan White

McKenna 
Leitner

Olivia MacIssac

Candler Key

Sam Courtney



171 Cordillo Parkway
Hilton Head Island, SC  29928
843.842.5673 phone
843.842.8394 fax
providencehh@hargray.com
www.CauseGodJoy.com

Sunday Morning Schedule

Chapel Service 
Mills Chapel
Fellowship to follow outside Chapel
Contemporary Worship 
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Time to immediately follow
Sunday School for Adults & Children  
Mills Building
Chancel Choir Rehearsal     
Sanctuary
Traditional Worship
Sanctuary
Junior High Sunday School
Library
Senior High Sunday School
Mills Conference Room
Fellowship Time
Fellowship Hall

Visit www.CauseGodJoy.com or 
phone the church office 

(843-842-5673) for topics, times and 
other information on many additional 

offerings during the week. 

Rev. Christopher Benek
Associate Pastor of Family Ministries

Dr. JooSoo Son
Director of Music

Cindy Steinmetz
Children’s Center Director

Portia Foden
Director of Children’s Ministry

8:30 
 

9:30 
 

9:30 

10:30 

11:30 


