
Dear Providence Family,

Recently in worship, you have heard about how Christians are chosen 
by God to be different. We are called by God to engage the world 
with the Love of Jesus in ways that bring about its reconciliation and 
renewal. It is often easy enough to hear the commands of God and 
agree, but it is something altogether different to actually live them. 

For the past couple of months I have been delighted, thankful 
and moved by our church family’s efforts to work toward the 
advancement of Christ’s Kingdom here at Providence. In many 
places, transition might be cause for alarm, but at Providence it has 
been embraced as an opportunity to discover what new plans and 
insights God may have in store for us as a faith community.

As we move forward with trying to follow closely the will of God in 
2014, I want to encourage everyone in our church family to consider 
two things that will both grow God’s Kingdom and that will change 
your life for the better.

First, I want to encourage everyone in our congregation to grow in 
their relationship with God by working toward increasing their tithe by 
2 percent. Clergy come and go in any church, but your investment 
in your relationship with God is one that lasts forever. My challenge to 
you is to increase your tithe and observe how God will grow your relationship with Him through 
your increased faithfulness. Don’t just take my word for it, try it and see for yourself.  To help in your 
efforts, a suggested giving card is shown on page 7 so that you can properly plan in 2014.

Second, I want to encourage everyone to bring three new people to church this year. Identify 
three people in your life that don’t have a church family. Begin to faithfully pray for your identified 
three on a daily basis and continue to do so throughout the year. At some point in 2014, ask them 
to come to church with you. If they decline, give them three weeks and then politely invite them 
again. Keep on praying and asking as the Lord works on their heart. I am confident that if you 
take this challenge seriously, your three will not be the only beneficiaries of your faithfulness.

Being bold for Christ is a mark of distinction.  You have been chosen to bear that mark and have 
been set aside to do work that God has chosen you specifically to achieve. That is both an honor 
and a responsibility that we as Christians take seriously because we can do no other. We are 
compelled by our Love for the Lord to be transformed. I am excited for the transformations that 
God has in store for all of us this year.  

Thank you for your faithfulness and love,

Chris

Providence Today
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Children’s Ministry
-- Jay Cotter
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As we begin 2014, we can reflect on the 
many successes of Children’s Ministries in 
2013.  Participation in the annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade, a very successful Vacation Bible 
School, the Pumpkin Patch and Fall Festival—
just a few of the community outreach activities. 

But perhaps the greatest accomplishments 
of 2013 were the hiring of Portia Foden as the 
Interim Director of Children’s Ministries and Cindy 
Steinmetz as the Director of the Providence 
Children’s Center.  These ladies have stepped 
up and answered a call by God to serve Him 
on the front lines by raising the children of our 
church and community.  The next time you see 
them, please shake their hands, give them a 
hug and a high five for their efforts.  It is also very 
important to support them in any way we can 
because they truly do cause God joy!

JAM &
YROC
Lisa Walker

Shrove Tuesday Dinner Fundraiser

Oh, when the Saints go marching in…. Oh yes, 
it’s almost that time of year again. Our annual 
Shrove Tuesday dinner and auction is just 
around the corner. If you were with us last year, 
you remember how much fun it was. If you have 
not previously attended this fun-filled event, 
we hope you will join us March 4 at 6:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. All proceeds will benefit our 
2014 youth mission trips. We will have a dinner 
featuring New Orleans style cuisine, a talent 
show, a dessert auction and a silent auction. 

Currently you can support our youth program 
in many ways. First, please pray that our 
fundraising events are a success and for our 
trips to Nicaragua and Nashville. We are very 
excited to return and partner again with the 
Butler’s and Young Life in Nicaragua, as well 
as Adventures in Mission in Nashville. Second, 
if you have any items or services you would 
like to donate to the silent auction or have 
contacts who may be interested in donating to 
our auction, please let us know. We have also 
considered doing a raffle if anyone has items/
services that may be suitable to raffle. Third, 
if you would be interested in volunteering on 
the evening of the event, please contact Lisa 
Walker (384-0574) or Brittany Jones (422-1905). 

outh Ministry UpdateY

Sunday, February 9th
Brunch for Youth Missions. $10 per person, 
$25 max per family. 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall. Please support our youth with their 
fundraising efforts!

Friday, February 21st
THE MOST ANTICIPATED EVENT OF THE YEAR!!
YROC Lock-in is happening!

Tuesday, March 4th
Shrove Tuesday Dinner & Silent Auction 
Fundraiser for Youth Missions, $25 per 
person, 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Upcoming 
Events

January 12th Oyster Roast for Youth Missions



Join the Circle
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Contemporary Service 
Adult Discussion Group

  
The Contemporary Service has an opportunity 
each week for discussion about what we have 
experienced during the service that can be 
translated into “real life.”  Emphasis is on what we 
can take from the service that will help our Christian 
growth.  All adults are encouraged to participate. 
No preparation work is necessary.  We get started 
in Fellowship Hall around 10:45 a.m. with coffee 
and a sweet roll and end promptly at 11:30 a.m.  
You are invited to come to the Contemporary 
Service and ”Join the Circle.” -- Jim Webb

And he said to them “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.” -- Mathew 22:37

Christ calls us to love him with all our minds. He is 
deliberate in that call and it is a call oft repeated 
throughout the Bible to study the bible, to learn 
it, and then to share.  Where can we go to learn 
together about the Bible?  Where can we go to 
seek the answers to the questions our modern world 
throws at us?  Where can we go to experience real 
fellowship with one another?  Where can we go to 
share our faith with fellow believers so that we will 
be strengthened in the word and thus confident 
missionaries for Christ on earth?  If not Sunday 
School, then where?

As we start this new year, our hope is that we will 
all grow in faith by increasing our commitment to 
Christ. One way to do this by answering his call to 
discipleship.  In Hebrews 10:24-25 the author writes: 
“And let us be concerned about one another in 
order to promote love and good works, not staying 
away from our meetings, as some habitually do, but 

encouraging each other, and all the more as we 
see the day drawing near.”  Listening to God’s call 
to discipleship helps to deepen our relationship to 
Him.  Like many other aspects of our lives, the more 
time we spend doing something, the more important 
it becomes to us and the better we become at 
it.  Attending Sunday School helps us to become 
more knowledgeable about the Bible by reading 
the scriptures and discussing their application in our 
own lives. When we know and understand God’s 
word, we are more likely to obey the Lord.  Sunday 
School assists our spiritual growth by encouraging 
us to follow a Christian life, learning and teaching 
among fellow church members.  Sunday School is a 
place where you can belong and build meaningful 
Christian relationships with fellow believers. Through 
Sunday School, we meet new people, and learn 
about and share our faith through each other’s 
experiences and stories, praying for their needs 
and concerns.  Sunday School is the “where” for 
the growth of our faith and the deepening of our 
relationship with Christ Jesus. Providence has a 
variety of Sunday School opportunities for children, 
youth, and adults. Hope to see YOU there!

The Fellowship Committee had a busy year in 
2013.  We hosted various functions including 
anniversary parties, Easter and Christmas get-
togethers, new member fellowship, the Fall 
Festival, plus Sunday fellowship every week.  
So we could use some more volunteers to 
help with the planning of these events, the 
cooking and the serving.  No experience 
necessary—just a desire to serve your church 
in this fun and enjoyable way. 

Please join us each Sunday morning in 
Fellowship Hall immediately following the 
10:30 a.m. worship service for fellowship and 
fun with your fellow parishioners.          
                -- In Gods love, Nicky Wynne

Sunday Opportunities

If Not Sunday School, Where?.............................................Keith Walston



2nd Saturday Christian 
Women’s Book Club

Come one! Come all Christian 
women who love to read! We 
meet on the second Saturday 
of every month (except in 
the summer) in Fellowship Hall 
between 9:30-11:00 a.m.

Our January book was At Home 
in Mitford by Jan Karon. It was a 
delightful book and so was the 
discussion. Here is a list of our 
books for this year. Read, come, 
bring a friend! 

February 8, 2014: The Mountain 
Between Us by Charles Martin. 
An amazing love story about 
three couples, a snowy crash 
and a surprise ending that will 
melt your heart! 
March 8, 2014: Nearing Home 
by Billy Graham. In this book, 
this man of faith—now in 
his nineties—explores the 
challenges of aging while 
gleaning foundational truths 
from Scripture. “When granted 
many years of life, growing old 
in age is natural, but growing 
old with grace is a choice,” says 
the author.           -- JoAnn Meier

Women’s Ministry Update

The December Christmas 
luncheon at TidePointe was 
wonderful.    “Sounds of Christmas” 
was the theme with music by 
JooSoo Son on the piano and 
Na You Yang playing the violin. 
We also had a brief program 
with Christmas memories 
shared by Jane Grier, Alicia 
Daly and Sue Mountan.   About 
60 ladies attended and each 
one received a “Christmas in 
Vienna” CD.

The next event will be a 
Women’s Spiritual Renewal 
Retreat on Saturday, February 
22, at Providence Presbyterian 
Church.  The speaker is Theresa 
Gernatt, aka “Coach Tag”, who 
is a College Women’s Basketball 
Coach.  Coach Tag has said, 
“We as coaches are called to 
be standard-bearers.” She has 
a wonderful message of faith 
to share with us.  Mark this date 
on your calendar to attend and 
be inspired with Coach Tag’s 
motivational message.

Carolyn Martin
Moderator, Women’s Ministry  
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Women’s Bible Study

“Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God.” Philippians 4:6

Don’t Worry ... Be Thankful!  

Join the women of Providence 
Wednesday evenings from 
6:30-7:30 in the Parlor to study 
the epistle Paul wrote to the 
Philippians from a miserable 
prison cell and under sentence 
of death.  Through this incredible 
book, Paul teaches us how to 
experience the joy of Christ 
even under the most difficult 
circumstances.  

One woman in our group said 
that the Wednesday night Bible 
study helped get her through the 
week between Sundays.

Our doors are open!  We would 
love to have you join us.  The 
sessions are structured so that 
you attend when you can and 
you will not feel left behind. Learn 
how to experience the joy of 
Christ through this study!     

Get Connected at Providence
Krish Dhanam – Author, Missionary, Christian, Immigrant, Patriot – comes to Providence on 
February 15.  Krish arrived in America in 1986 with a new bride, an MBA and $9 in his pocket.  
He joined the Zig Ziglar organization and eventually became their Vice President of Global 
Operations.  He has delivered his message of hope, humor and balance in over 50 countries 
and throughout the continental USA.  His book “The American Dream through an Indian 
Heart” describes the unfolding of his journey and its hidden promise.

Several Providence ministries have combined to sponsor a catered dinner followed by Krish’s 
inspirational presentation on Saturday, February 15 at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Cost is $35 for adults 
and $25 for youth.  A sample of his inspiring message is on www.CauseGodJoy.com.  Krish Dhanam will 
also preach at worship on Sunday, February 16.  Please get tickets at the church office or at a special 
table after each worship service.  Come hear a riveting talk by a remarkable person.        -- Joe Patton



Providence Presents
Sanford Jones’ piano recital was held in the Fine Arts Room 
on January 10. It was a delightful evening of charming 
piano music, attended by about 80 people.  The free 
will offering collected at the concert will help the Gullah 
Museum of Hilton Head. 

All Providence Presents Concerts have no admission fee, 
and a baby sitter will be available upon request. 

Upcoming Providence Presents Concerts
Jubilee Boys & Girls Choir – Friday, February 21, 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  The Jubilee Boys & 
Girls Choir is coming to Providence from Seoul, South Korea. This choir was founded with children 
at Wangsung Presbyterian Church to provide a sound education and mission through music. This 
2014 U.S. tour is their mission trip, and we will welcome 25 elementary and middle school students. 
They will sing classical repertoires and Christian music to glorify God’s name. This choir will also sing 
with our Chancel Choir on Sunday, February 23. 

Lauren Stuligross Oboe Recital – Friday, March 28, 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. Flutist Claretta 
Metzger and pianist JooSoo Son will participate in  this special concert. 

Please Note: The previously scheduled Trumpet and Saxophone Recital on January 31st has been 
cancelled for now to due to personal reasons of the artists. We hope to reschedule this event soon!

 
We are delighted to report that as a result of extensive communication, our recruiting 
efforts for the winter Stephen Minister Training Class were a great success. We have eight 
wonderful participants in the class, which will run from January 14 – April 29, 2014.
Stephen Ministry is also ready to serve new Care Receivers. Anyone who would benefit 
from the care and support of a trained Christian Care Giver can request one by contacting 
the Pastor or Church Office (843) 842-5673, any Stephen Minister, or the Stephen Ministry 
Referrals Coordinator, Patty Schroeder at (843) 671-2481. The Referrals Coordinator will 
provide information about Stephen Ministry, learn more about the person’s needs, explain 
confidentiality, describe the Stephen Ministry process, answer any questions, and then 
assign a same-gender Stephen Minister. The Stephen Minister makes contact with the 
person requesting service and the caring relationship begins, usually with weekly meetings 
at an agreed-upon time and place. All care is confidential. Why walk alone when you can 
walk with a supportive friend?
For further information about this giving and compassionate ministry, please call Nancy 
Ludtke (384-6363) or Susan Patton (384-3279).

Music Notes
   -- JooSoo Son
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Congregational Care - Stephen Ministry

The Jubilee Boys & Girls Choir 
from Seoul, South Korea. 



Providence Missions..........
Special November & December 
Mission Giving By the Numbers...

Providence members:
• Purchased and delivered 55 Thanksgiving 

turkeys & meals for needy families in our 
community.  

• Gave $1,306.50 at Thanksgiving for 
Thornwell’s Children’s Home.

• Filled 285 Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes with books, toys, hygiene items 
and a Christian message for poor and needy 
children around the world.

• Provided toys for needy parents in our 
community to choose as Christmas gifts for 
their children through Deep Well. 

• Gave generously to the Joy Christmas 
Offering for Missions.

• Gave generously through Providence’s 
December Alternative Giving program for 
Ministry of Hope.  These funds will be used to help 
many in Malawi live happier, healthier, more 
productive lives with the purchase of food, 
medicines, scholarships and other educational 
support for young orphans, the widows who 
care for them, and students in grades 9-12.
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Global Mission Work supported by 
Providence in 2013: 

• Fred & Ruby Amoah-Darko in 
Ghana, Africa

• Tom Braak in Haiti
• Pratt and Ashley Butler in 

Nicaragua  
• Frank and Nancy Dimmock in 

Lesotho, Africa
• Ministry of Hope in Malawi, 

Africa
• Mission India 
• Three unnamed missionaries 

working in the Middle East

Vida Joven Nicaragua
We were so thankful and blessed to spend some 
time in November and December with the Butler’s, 
and God confirmed that we were to partner with 
them again in 2014 as a mission team.   We are 
currently planning and putting our mission team 
together for June 8-16. We do have adult and 
youth spots open for the trip.  If you feel God is 
calling you to be a part of our team, please 
contact Lisa Walker (384-0574) or Brittany Jones 
(422-1905).  If you are interested in financially 
supporting our trip, we are selling premium roast 
coffee from Nicaragua, will be sending out letters 
for financial support and prayer, and, of course, 
you can support our Shrove Tuesday fundraiser.  
Thank you for your continued support and prayer 
for God’s mission in Nicaragua.       

What a joy to have 
Nicaraguan Young 
Life leaders Pratt 
and Ashley Butler 
with baby Ada 
at Providence in 
December! 

T H A N K  Y O U
Thanks to everyone who attended 
and supported the Providence 
oyster roast for youth missions.  
More important than the funds that 
were raised was the fellowship that 
occurred.  It was heartwarming 
to see our brothers and sisters of 
multiple generations enjoying 
the music from our youth and the 
fellowship that only a campfire can 
provide.  It was a blessed evening 
and we are looking forward to the 
next event. 

Lynn Clanton 
& Lisa Walker



December Session Actions
The nominating committee selected 
and the congregation elected the 
following officers:

ELDERS    
Robert Crudden
Betty deHebreard
Mariah Moryl
Warren Norris
Lisa Walker

These new church officers will be 
installed in January.

Welcome to the Providence Family!

Yaneth Gomez
Rick Hansen 
Claudia & Tanner Newton 
Sandra Poteete 
Woody Rice 
Christine & David Wilson 
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The Interim Pastor Nominating Committee started 
the interim pastor search in mid-November, 
2013.  We have been praying earnestly for God 
to reveal the person who He has called to come 
to Providence Presbyterian Church.  We also 
appreciate the prayers from our members as we 
search for that person.

We have received 19 potential candidates to 
date.  The committee brought one pastor and 
his wife to Hilton Head in December to meet with 
the committee, Rev. Chris Benek, Session and the 
Charleston-Atlantic Presbytery.  We offered this 
candidate a call to be our Interim Pastor.  Several 
other churches also called this candidate, and 
he decided to pursue another opportunity.

The committee currently has three viable 
candidates who are interested and qualified 
to be our Interim Pastor.  We are now in the 
discernment process to determine if one of these 
candidates is the one who God has chosen to be 
at Providence.

Please continue to pray for the committee and 
the Session as we seek God’s will for our church.  
We are hopeful to have an announcement in the 
near future. 
Interim Pastor Nominating Committee Members:  
Carolyn Martin (Chair), Jack Daly, Keith Walston, 
Sonja Gorman, William Leitner

Naomi Dickoff, 
celebrated her 
100th Birthdayon January 4, 2014.  CONGRATULATIONS, 

Naomi!!! 

DEACONS
Sara Beebe
Ruth Crankshaw
Matthew Garber
Cade Reddy
Paige Sullivan

Locate your annual income. Look to the right to find the level of giving you 
would like to reach.  There are columns for 2%, 5% and 10%. The amounts for 
weekly and monthly giving are detailed for each level of giving. If you are 
working toward tithing (or even to exceed the tithe), consider how you might 
be faithful in increasing your regular support of God’s work at Providence. 
Let’s All Give from the Heart - Causing God Joy!

 Also, $19,884 in transfers and 
disbursements from the Capital Reserve 
were made for special projects.
 The Providence Session seeks 
to allocate our congregation’s 
ministry expenditures in relation to all 
Providence ministry efforts and Christ’s 
larger kingdom and mission purposes.  
In 2013, it is important to note that the 
mission revenue totaled $101,050 and 
mission disbursements totaled $165,835.  
Providence’s missions continues to be 
an important part of the church. 
 The last quarter of 2013 was a 
time of transition with our Senior Pastor, 
Dr. Lifer, leaving to accept another 
opportunity. This year will offer new 
opportunities with an Interim Pastor and 
the creation of a mission statement that 
will guide the direction for Providence 
in the coming years.  -- Carolyn  Martin

Providence’s Ministry through God’s Grace and the Faithful Giving of God’s People:
2013 Operating Budget Giving & Other Revenue   $932,152
2013 Operating Ministry Disbursements               $968,115

Net     ($35,963)

Leadership 
 & Stewardship

Lynn Clanton 
& Lisa Walker
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171 Cordillo Parkway
Hilton Head Island, SC  29928
843.842.5673 phone
843.842.8394 fax
providencehh@hargray.com
www.CauseGodJoy.com

Sunday Morning Schedule

Chapel Service 
Mills Chapel
Fellowship to follow outside Chapel
Contemporary Worship 
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Time to immediately follow
Sunday School for Adults & Children  
Mills Building
Chancel Choir Rehearsal     
Sanctuary
Traditional Worship
Sanctuary
Junior High Sunday School
Library
Senior High Sunday School
Mills Conference Room
Fellowship Time
Fellowship Hall

Visit www.CauseGodJoy.com or 
phone the church office 

(843-842-5673) for topics, times and 
other information on many additional 

offerings during the week. 

Rev. Christopher Benek
Associate Pastor 

& Active Head of Staff

Dr. JooSoo Son
Director of Music

Cindy Steinmetz
Children’s Center Director

Portia Foden
Interim Director of Children’s Ministry

8:30 
 

9:30 
 

9:30 

10:30 

11:30 


