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Cause God JoyCause God JoyCause God Joy   

At some time or another most of us have had the experience of receiving a gift “right out of the blue.”  There it 

was, an unexpected present from someone we hardly knew.  Our response is pretty universal – we hurriedly try 

to come up with a gift in return.  Our motivation is not gratitude but guilt.  We don’t want to appear surprised 

and unprepared.  We don’t want to be indebted.  Jesus may have said it is more blessed to give than to receive, 

but it is more difficult to receive. 
 

Every gift comes with its claim on us.   
 

We think of ourselves as generous and benevolent.  That’s why we love Thanksgiving and Christmas.  We say 

the holidays bring out the best in us.  We are better givers than getters.  Is this because we are generous by na-

ture?  Or, is it because we are proud? We are the self-sufficient, the capable, the competent, able to give from 

our position of superiority.  Christ’s birth in Bethlehem is a contradiction.  In Luke’s Gospel account we can 

only stand in awe and receive.  We can only receive the gift from the God we hardly knew.  All we can do is 

receive the gift of Jesus.  And… 
 

Every gift comes with its claim on us.   
 

It is hard to be on the receiving end of love.  We would rather think we deserve it or have earned it.  With our 

advanced degrees, list of accomplishments, and material comforts we try to give a little to persuade ourselves 

that we are dong O.K.  Has gratitude been our motivator?  Then the God we hardly knew came near, offering 

the greatest gift of all, revealing how unprepared and totally inept we truly are.  Isn’t this what grace is all 

about. 
 

Every gift comes with its claim on us.   
 

As soon we sit around overflowing tables, with hearts full of rich memories, being surrounded by love, may 

we feel the overwhelming grace of God.   And, may God’s gift of Jesus have an eternal claim upon us. 

 

I am your brother in Christ, 

 

 

 

               John Wall 
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Property Use & Program Support and Women’s Ministry 

PUPS—Property Use & 

Program Support ministry 

 Fall has been busy for the 

Property Use & Program Support 

Ministry. In addition to attending to 

the maintenance and upkeep of our 

campus, we are continuing to work 

with our insurance company to sort 

out the damages caused by the electri-

cal storm in August, plan for the future 

ministry use of Historic Camp Fraser 

(East Campus/back property), com-

plete a landscape plan, and update our 

facilities book. Providence is blessed 

with many talented and active mem-

bers who are tithing not only their fi-

nancial gifts but also their time and 

talents to Cause God Joy!  Phil Smith 

and the “Third Saturday Crew” have 

been working to clear the overgrown 

vegetation along Cordillo Parkway 

buffer to make the sanctuary and Mills 

Building visible from the road. They 

also cleared vegetation and removed 

trees and limbs from the Providence 

Early Learning Center (PELC) play-

ground and parking area; and with the 

help of Cecile Bibaud and her volun-

teers, did some cosmetic repairs inside 

and power washing outside the PELC.  

 In August Providence was hit 

by lightning in at three locations 

across the campus. The storm severely 

damaged the organ, carrillon bells, 

several computers, the security system 

to both the Mills Building and the 

Chapel in the Woods, the camera used 

to record sermons in the sanctuary, as 

well as all of  audio-visual equipment 

used for Contemporary Worship in 

Fellowship Hall and several pieces of 

air conditioning equipment throughout 

the campus. Don  Carlson, with a lot 

of help from Brian Burns, has been 

working with our insurance agent to 

keep our claim on track and get the 

damaged equipment repaired or re-

placed as quickly as possible. Two 

weeks ago, as a result of their work, 

our damaged organ was shipped to  

 

Atlanta and a loaner installed in the 

sanctuary. With everything else now 

repaired or replaced all that is left is to 

determine the extent of the damage to 

the organ. The current estimate of 

damages, all of which is covered by 

our property insurance, could exceed 

$110,000.  

 The Historic Camp Fraser 

committee led by Don Carlson and 

including Rick Clanton, Clyde Johns-

ton, Jack Daly and Butch Kisiah have 

worked to develop a comprehensive 

plan to return  Camp Fraser to minis-

try use, including missions and youth 

space, as well as enhancements to the 

undeveloped 17 acres of land. This 

plan includes renovations and repairs 

to existing historically significant 

buildings. Also included in this plan is 

identifying and prioritizing needed 

deferred maintenance items to our 

main campus buildings such as roofs, 

HVAC systems, and plumbing fix-

tures. This is a huge project that has 

required a tremendous amount of 

work. As part of this PUPS along with 

Pat Shelburne and Laura Dolynuik of 

the decorating committee have worked 

with Ocean Woods to complete an 

updated landscape plan for the main 

campus. Rick Hansen had been work-

ing on updating our Facilities Book to 

identify major physical components of 

our campus, their in-service dates, ex-

pected life cycles and estimated re-

placement costs. This will help us as 

we plan and prioritize deferred main-

tenance projects. Providence had been 

blessed with a beautiful campus and 

keeping it in good order to use for the 

glory of Jesus Christ and his ministry 

requires the dedicated effort of many 

talented and hard working members. If 

you feel called to serve in this vital 

ministry please join us. Call Jenny in 

the church office and she can put you 

in contact with a committee  member 

who needs your help.  

KEITH WALSTON 
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Women’s Ministry had a 

wonderful luncheon on 

Friday, November 6th at 

The Country Club of Hil-

ton Head.  

 

Lavon Stevens and 

Louise Spencer provided 

worship music that was 

beautiful and inspira-

tional. Patty Montgomery 

gave a heartfelt speech on 

the importance of Israel 

to Christians. Over fifty 

women and men attended 

this luncheon. The Christ-

mas Luncheon will be 

December 16th at 11:00 

am at TidePointe.  

 

Special music will be pre-

sented by JooSoo Son 

with several other musi-

cians.  The program will 

be intertwined with spe-

cial Christmas stories by 

various board members. 

Women’s 
Ministry  



3 Discipleship & Fellowship 

 Fellowship Hour will now be held at 
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
Fellowship Committee is very thankful 
for the wonderful volunteers who 

have baked cookies and breads for the congregation to enjoy. 
If anyone is interested in baking cookies, breads or cakes for Sunday morning fel-
lowship, please contact Cindy Steinmetz at 593-8241 or Krista Schauss at 363-9262. 

Calling 
All Members 
and Visitors! 

Formation of New Shepherding Groups 
Providence Presbyterian is committed to providing meaningful fellowship for every church member. Shep-
herding Groups, which were active a few years ago, are being reorganized and six pilot groups representing 
seven communities—Daufuskie, Cypress, Forest Beach, Long Cove, Hilton Head Plantation, Sea Pines and 
Wexford—started in the fall. The remaining communities will be organized in early 2016. 
     Co-leaders have been identified and will attend a training session in late August.  A church representative 
will be assigned to each group. Leaders will organize opportunities for members to become acquainted.  
However, the primary purpose of the groups will be to provide an emergency support network for members, 
particularly in times of series illness, death, other crisis or celebrations. This may involve the coordination of 
a meal, visits, cards, personal assistance and prayers. Shepherding groups will also reach out to new church 
members or neighborhood newcomers in their community. To find out more about the Shepherding Groups 
or to get involved, contact Kathy Carter at (843)671-2425. 

  
fellowship 

It’s that simple. Come join the fun!  
This program is not complicated, tax-

ing or a commitment without end.  

Interested?… 
Contact Kate Keep at 
katekeep1013@gmail.com 

to sign up. 

One of our Date for 8 groups enjoying an evening of fun 
and fellowship at Sue Mountan's home. 

Dine 
program 8 with 

Right to Left:  Nancy Ludtke, Sue Mountan, Fred Ludtke, Jane Bobbitt, Al Bobbitt, 
Audrey King, John Gehrett.  Unfortunately, Suzanne Macdonald was out of town, 

but she is already planning the next get-together in January.    

You can host in your home or 
organize everyone to 
meet at a restaurant.   

Sunday  

mailto:katekeep1013@gmail.com
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Caring Evangelism: How to Live and Share Christ’s Love 

What is the purpose of this course?  The purpose of this course is to equip Christians to 

share Christ’s love in their daily lives through words and actions that people welcome. During 
the course, participants will: 

 Examine and address the fears and misunderstandings that swirl around the subject 
of evangelism. 

 Explore the principles of Caring Evangelism and learn how to put those principles 
into action. 

 Study biblical stories and promises that speak to people’s deepest longings. 
 Practice and develop essential skills for sharing Christ’s love in a thoughtful way. 

What is Caring Evangelism?  Caring evangelism is a natural, comfortable way to share 

God’s Good News.  Caring Evangelism conveys respect and understanding for people, focuses 
on their needs, and gently communicates God’s Love. 

The Second Caring Evangelism course to be offered  

at Providence Church is scheduled to start in 

January 2016 and run for approximately 9 weeks. 
 

SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT COURSE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

Contact Jack Dempsey at 843-686-6270 for alternate course offerings. 

What is Stephen Ministry? 

Stephen Ministry is Christ caring for people through People. Stephen Ministers are laypeople in our 

congregation trained to provide one-to-one Christ centered care to hurting people.  They are people with 

a compassionate heart who’ve been equipped with the skills to listen, encourage, and offer support when 

someone is in need. A Stephen Minister typically has one care receiver at a time and meets with that per-

son on a weekly basis. 

Why the name Stephen? 

In the Book of Acts, Stephen was chosen to provide caring ministry to those in need. Since the time of the 

Apostles, caring ministry has been considered a hallmark of the Christian faith community. 

 How do I get more information about this important ministry? 

 You can get detailed information on the application process and training class by contacting 

 Delores Lawyer at 843-689-6026 or Nancy Ludtke at 843-384-6363. 

Stephen Ministry is looking for You! 

Hope Help and Healing 

Congregational Care 

https://www.stephenministries.org/On_Line_Store/viewitem.cfm?ItemID=120&CatID=267,271


5 Music & Worhship 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

God has been a blessing to the Contem-
porary Worship service. We have been 
lead in worship the last few months by 
some amazing worship leaders – Danny 
Quesada, Forrest Bowen, Aaron Guerrero 
and  Rebekka Candillo. They have tre-
mendous band members playing with 
them each week.  

 

The worship team is being coordinated by Kevin 
Bruchert. Many of you may remember Kevin as he 
was the CW/Youth Leader at Providence several 
years ago. Kevin is now the worship leader at Live 

Oak Community Church in Bluff-
ton. His pastor has given him 
the blessing to work with Provi-
dence to help build the worship 
ministry. Isn’t it great when 
God’s people are able to work 
together to further the King-
dom! We would love to have 
you worship with us! Come feel 
the excitement…and be a part 
of God’s blessing. 

Music Notes 

JooSoo Son’s 

Children’s Choir and Crafts 
on Wednesday Night  
 
 Our children have been enjoying the Children’s choir and Bible story/craft time every Wednesday 
from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. They will sing Christmas songs on December 6 at the 11:00 a.m. service. Bring your 
children on Wednesdays for dinner at 6:00 p.m., then the Bible story, craft and music.  Contact JooSoo Son 
or the church office for more information. 

 
Chancel choir will present the Christmas Cantata 
“Believe” on Sunday, December 13, at 11:00 a.m. The 
narration part has been revised for the purpose of evan-
gelism, and there are flyers of this cantata on the angel’s 
desk in the sanctuary. Please pass those flyers to your 
family and friends to invite them to the December 13 
Sunday service. We pray that they will hear the invitation 
of Jesus through the cantata, and come to Him! 

SUZANNA JOHNSTON 



Missions & SHIP 6 

Clip Box Tops for Education from General Mills products for 
Thornwell Children’s Home and Labels for Education from Campbell’s products for 

PELC, Providence Early Learning Center. For more information go to: 
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products 

 Can Make a Difference 

Special Note: 
Congratulations to Ethel Colville‘s granddaughter, who competed in the Hawaiian Ironman 
Competition and placed second in her age group.   Quite an accomplishment! 

Sue Mountan receives the 
SHIPAward... 

Dr. Wall and Sue Mountan  

At the traditional worship service on November 8, 

Pastor John Wall presented Sue Mountan with the 

SHIP (Service Heart In Providence) Award for her 

service, caring, devotion and giving to Providence 

Church. Since becoming a member Sue has been 

an Elder and served on and lead many church committees. She also volunteers wherever needed at the 

church and office and has been the managing editor of Providence Today.   Thank you Sue! 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products


Leadership 

1. Approved expenditure from the strategic initiative fund to have cost estimates pre-
pared for the East Campus concept plan. 

2. Approved missions committee plan to direct $2500 to the South Carolina Flood Relief 
Fund through Lake Murray Presbyterian Church. 

3. Approved Pastor Wall and Ron Montgomery to organize planning for the 30th anni-
versary of Providence. 

4. Approved Pastor Emeritus Gerry Mills to preach on September 11, 2016 ( 30th anni-
versary of his first sermon at Providence. 

5. Approved formation of task force to recommend the repair to the organ, or purchase 
a replacement. 

6. Approved PELC to hold yard sale in October. 

 
  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015 Session Actions… 

ron montgomery  
clerk of session 

The reports from the Stewardship Committee at least 

through August of this year were very positive. Unfortu-

nately, the lower contributions during late summer and 

early fall have resulted in what will be a very challenging 

November and December. The results for October 

showed the third consecutive month during which giving 

was under budget, generating a budget deficit in excess of $22,000. Our normal budget process 

shows aggressive income levels for November and December; levels which are even more 

challenging with the current deficit.  

 On the positive side, we have continued to maintain solid control over our expenses as 

the expense total as of the end of October is approx. $39,000 below budget. This is in spite of 

being on track to increase Mission giving over that in 2014 by $18,000. 

 With so many positive events occurring at Providence this year, many of which you are 

reading about in this newsletter, it would be unfortunate to end the financial year on a down 

note. Additionally, finishing under budget makes it much more difficult to build a budget for 

2016 which would support the new programs here at Providence.   

 As you review your year end contribution status, please give prayerful consideration to 

your financial commitment to Providence and support the church’s effort to “Cause God Joy.” 

bob crudden 
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P R OV I D E N C E   P R E SB Y T E R I AN  C H U R C H 

REV. DR. JOHN R. WALL 
senior pastor 

 
DR. JOOSOO SON 

organist and director 
of traditional music 

 
CAROLYN WALL 
interim christian  

education consultant 
 

CECILE BIBAUD 
director of providence 
early learning center 

 
JENNY DOUGLAS 

office manager 
 

GLORIA SCOTT 
administrative assistant 

 
BRIAN BURNS 

property manager 

NEW SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 8:15 a.m. Chapel    9:00 a.m. Contemporary 

 10:00 a.m. Sunday School    11:00 a.m. Traditional   


