
Mikayla was just 7 years old when her mother 

passed away leaving her in the care of her grandpar-
ents. Her father was in and out of the home, but not a 
consistent influence in her life. 

When she was in 5th grade, Mikayla's 
grandfather passed away and her grandmother's 

health began to decline. Her grandmother began search-
ing for options to take care of Mikayla. That's when 
they found Thornwell. 

Mikayla attended school with two Thornwell 
residents, and ultimately made the choice to live at 
Thornwell. When she arrived on campus, Mikayla 
joined the Brophy Cottage family and later moved 
to Sarah's Cottage. She now lives in one of the high 

school girls' cottages, Berkele. 
"At first it was a scary thought — coming to 

Thornwell — but it has been a good experience," re-
calls Mikayla. "In a cottage, there are many more 
people than you're used to, but you become a 
part of it — it's a family." 

Mikayla has been able to go on many trips 
with her cottage families. One of the most memora-

ble excursions was to stay with a sponsor in At-
lanta, GA. They visited the World of Coke, saw 
the Georgia Aquarium and played lots of games. 
Mikayla also loves traveling to Hilton Head to stay 
with Providence Presbyterian Church. "That's always 
fun," says Mikayla with a grin. 

Another aspect of Thornwell life that Mikayla 
appreciates is the Alumni. When they return for 

visits, the alumni often share humorous stories of 
when they were residents. "I stay connected with 
several of them on Facebook," Mikayla shares. "Every 
person who has a cottage experience here at 
Thornwell comes out with a whole new perspective 
on life in a good way" (read more on page 7)Living 
at Thornwell has taught Mikayla so much about 

responsibility and work ethic. "When you follow 

the rules and do what you're supposed to do, it feels 
pretty normal," she says. "The Family Teachers be-
come your role models and you learn you can trust 
them. You earn trust and get more freedoms." 

Those lessons are evidenced in Mikayla's 
personal accomplishments. She made a profession 
of faith and was baptized in the summer of 2012. 
She is currently an officer in the National Honor 

Society, a member of the Beta Club, runs track and 
cross country, performs in Community Theatre 
productions and works part-time at a local coffee 
shop. 

Mikayla begins her senior year of high 
school this fall. She says she plans to attend Er-
skine College after graduation and study Business. 

With all that she has experienced, it is inspir-

ing to witness Mikayla's continuous courage, 
grace, humor and faith in the face of adversity. Her 
perspective on life is one we can all strive for. In her 
young years, she has overcome so much and has an 
amazingly bright future ahead of her. 

Thank you for making Mikayla's story possi-
ble. Your support and prayers enable Thornwell to 
provide all that children like Mikayla need to 

become what God has intended for them. We are so 
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Cause God JoyCause God JoyCause God Joy   

Dear Providence Family, 
 Our “Caring Evangelism” leader, Jack 
Dempsey, opened a recent class with a quote 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes that caught my at-
tention. 

“To reach a port we must sail, sometimes with the 
wind, and sometimes against it.  

But we must not drift or lie at anchor.” 

 As a church we have a destination, 
which gives us a mission.  Our “port” is to be at 
home with God.  This journey requires setting 
sail and not dropping anchor.  Over the past 
few weeks, we have encountered quite a few 
mid-course corrections in hopes of keeping us 
on course.  Some of these changes have been 
planned and some changes have not.  The 
revisions on our Sunday morning schedule 
required the involvement of many of you.  Our 
goal was to carve out a time for church-wide 
Discipleship opportunities while protecting the 
integrity of all our worship settings.  Interest-
ingly, the theme for Sunday School is SAIL -
Sunday Adventures In Learning. The over-
whelming participation in these classes is a 
demonstration of how the time change is meet-
ing a deeper need.  God is rewarding our desire 
to learn more about Him and understand His 
ways.  I congratulate you all for your devotion 
to God and your embracing the schedule 
change.  We did not anticipate the change in 
our Contemporary Worship leadership.  We 
shall miss Victoria and pray for God’s blessing 
on her as she faces a new chapter in her service 
to Jesus Christ.  This change has, however, 

brought to Providence misunderstanding and 
old wounds.  God has supplied our need with 
miraculous resources.  If we can take our eyes 
off the surface and see how God is at work, we 
will be able to celebrate even the unwanted 
changes. 
 I ran across the nautical phrase “by 
and large”  which describes our current church 
situation.  We have used these words to mean 
“generally speaking” or “on the whole.”  Their 
original meaning referred to sailing with the 
wind or against the wind and how the boat 
remains steady on its journey.  “By” meant 
basically into the wind and “large” meant with 
the wind to our back.  Our ship of faith is steady 
for God is with us and He is able to keep us on 
the course of His will.  This is how Paul was able 
to give thanks in all circumstances (I Thessaloni-
ans 5:18).  We have  contentment and joy when 
we trust God in all things.  I can say, by and 
large Providence is on course.  We are not 
adrift and we will not set our anchor for God is 
calling us to do grand and glorious things.  With 
the fullest understanding, by and large, God will 
receive the glory. 
…learn the secret of being content in any and every 
situation…We can do all things through Him Who 
gives us the strength.” ~Philippians 4:12-13 
We shall keep our eyes always on the Lord. With him 
at our right hand, we will not be shaken.     ~Psalm 
16:8 

 
Blessings upon you all, 
John Wall 

started September 13 with  
Sunday Adventure In Learning— 

Sunday School for the whole family. 

SET SAIL 
Share Your Faith started on 

Wednesday, September 16. 

SURF 

Small Group Opportunities... 



Children & Youth 2 

                         has had a busy summer!  We had many a water day to 
beat the heat and engage in sensory play.  All our children are thriv-
ing under our Relationship Based Care model that each staff mem-
ber lovingly employs.   We had several 1st birthdays this summer 
and celebrated many a milestone 

watching our babies grow into strong, independent, loving toddlers.  
Opportunities are always there for church members to join us as we 
grow children for His kingdom.  Rocking babies, helping with 

lunches, some basic clerical duties, any 
and all are considered a blessing and a 
chance for multigenerational interaction 
that benefits both you and the little ones!  
As the saying goes: – “No matter how tough you are, when a toddler 
hands you a ringing toy 

telephone, you answer it!” 

     We have had an amazing summer with our 
youth group, who have encountered Jesus in 
new and fresh ways this year and have contin-
ued to build relationships with one another. 
This past June, we went to Centrifuge Youth 
Camp in beautiful Ridgecrest, NC, along with 
hundreds of other kids from various churches. 
During this camp, our kids experienced the 
glorious presence and amazing love of God 
like never before through awesome worship 
sessions, bible study small groups, various 
recreation times, church group prayer and 
devotions, and much more.  We are so excited 
about what God is doing in the hearts of our  
youth and we look forward to what is to 

come!  
     Our 
youth 
program 
will kick 
off on 
Wednesday nights this September, with both 
old and new leaders. We will have a time of 
worship, dynamic bible study with new cur-
riculum, fun games, and awesome fellowship.  
We will begin our Sunday School program in 
September. We encourage you and your kids 
to come be a part of this program on Wednes-
day nights and Sunday mornings!  God bless! 

A Very Special Congratulations to 
our rising Kindergarteners Julie and 
Grayson!  We know you 
both will do well and 
wish God’s blessings upon 
you and your families in this 
next season.   

Ministry  Y o u t h 

Adam Schauss, Victoria Johnston,  
and Blessing Suh  

congratulations 
2015 GRADUATES   

Providence Early Learning Center 

(PELC) 

~Alicia Daly 

Rick Clanton faithfully teaching 
our little ones every Sunday.  

Thank You, Rick! 

7 Leadership 

 Approved purchase of HD camera and additional equipment to replace the cur-
rent analog equipment.  The new equipment gives additional support for 10:30 
a.m. worship and meets the requirements of WHHI.  Funding will be provided by 
the Mentoring Fund and the Restricted Operating Fund. 

 Approved the appointment of a task force to develop a new Sunday morning 
worship/Sunday school schedule. 

 Approved all of the 2015 ministry plans with the exception of the Planning Minis-
try. 

 Approved the compensation plan for the position of Christian Education Director. 

 Approved replacement of HVAC unit in Room 5 of the Mills Building. 

 Approved additional campus signage for benefit of visitors. 

JULY/AUGUST 2015 Session Actions… ron montgomery  
clerk of session 

We are also very pleased to report that 
JoAnne Brandes has accepted the 

position of Chair of the Personnel Committee. 
Thank you, JoAnne! 

 Unfortunately, the end of July finds Providence Church mired in the summer dol-
drums when it comes to giving. We currently are approximately $50,000 behind 
budget in our weekly giving levels. While this is not totally unexpected and fits 
the general summer giving pattern, it does put a strain on the church’s cash posi-
tion because all of the church’s bills continue to have to be paid. 

 In the May issue of Providence Today I referred to the book The Treasure Princi-
pal by Randy Alcorn. In his book, Randy identifies six “Treasure Principal Keys.”   
In May I noted two and would like to present two others here. 

bob crudden 

Alcorn states that, “The act of giving is a vivid reminder that it’s all about God, not about us.”  
God does not exist for me; I exist for Him and His money has a higher purpose than increasing my 
affluence.  Giving to God’s work shifts my vested interest in things from earth (me) to Heaven 
(God). 
As we move through the summer vacation time, please review your giving pattern and consider 
accelerating or expanding your contributions to God’s work at Providence Church. 

Giving is the Only Antidote to Materialism 

This is fairly obvious.  Suppose you buy shares of GM; you will suddenly develop an interest in 
how GM is doing and whether their operations are generating a profit.  In the same way, if you 
say you want to increase your faith in Christ and become involved in His work, simply expand 
your giving to His church and its missions and your heart and your faith will grow. 

My Heart Always Goes Where I Put God’s Money 

Jesus says the same thing in Matthew 6:21 when He says: 
“Where your treasurer is, there your heart will be also.” 



Missions 6 

 Providence members gave $946 to the special Mother’s Day Offering to support the 
five Presbyterian Communities in South Carolina.  

 For the Missions budget, $350 went to The Week of Champions for scholarships for 
needy children to attend sports camps led by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA). 

 Thornwell Children’s Home’s latest newsletter included an article about a Berkele 
Cottage student who mentions the fun times she’s had on Hilton Head staying at Provi-
dence.  (See page 8 of this newsletter.) 

 Through Adventures in Missions, 150 people, including youth groups from VA, MI, MD, 
PA, and NY, and families from IL, NC, SC, MO, UT, LA, AK, WI, TX, and GA, spent five 
days on our campus during six weeks this summer, serving for 3,000 ministry  hours 
with some of our church members at Bloom, Deep Well and Memory Matters.  

 lynn clanton 

Providence Makes a Difference 

 Four alumni from the University Community of UPOLI, where Providence Missions 
Team served in the summer of 2013, have planted new clubs this year.  Juan is serving in a textile 

town north of Managua called Tipitapa.  Katia is develop-
ing leaders and connecting with students in a neighbor-
hood called Concepción de Maria in Managua.  Luis is 
opening a new club called Acahualinca in the former 
garbage dump and hurricane refugee community center 
of Managua.  Isamara is building relationships with kids 
and leaders in one of the most notorious neighborhoods 
in Managua called Milagro de Dios.  Others have assumed 
leadership of the UPOLI university team as they share the 
Gospel with students on campus.   

Congratulations to Pratt and Ashley Butler,  
Young Life missionaries we support in 

Nicaragua, who are expecting their 
second child in November. 

Go to https://vimeo.com/122380085  
to get a glimpse of the way Young Life 

is impacting Nicaragua. 

         from  

Clip Box Tops for Education from General Mills products for 
Thornwell Children’s Home and Labels for Education from Campbell’s products for 

PELC, Providence Early Learning Center. For more information go to: 
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/participating-products 

 Can Make a Difference 

Discipleship & Fellowship 3 

 Fellowship Hour will now be held at 
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  
The Fellowship Committee is 

very thankful for the wonderful volunteers who have baked cookies 
and breads for the congregation to enjoy. 

If anyone is interested in baking cookies, breads or cakes for Sunday 
morning fellowship, please contact Cindy Steinmetz at 593-8241 or  
Krista Schauss at 363-9262. 

Calling 
All Members 
and Visitors! 

Formation of New Shepherding Groups 
Providence Presbyterian is committed to providing meaningful fellowship for 
every church member. Shepherding Groups, which were active a few years ago, 

are being reorganized and six pilot groups representing seven communities—
Daufuskie, Cypress, Forest Beach, Long Cove, Hilton Head Plantation, Sea Pines and Wexford—
will start in the fall. The remaining communities will be organized in early 2016. 
     Co-leaders have been identified and will attend a training session in late August.  A church 
representative will be assigned to each group. Leaders will organize opportunities for members 
to become acquainted.  However, the primary purpose of the groups will be to provide an emer-
gency support network for members, particularly in times of series illness, death, other crisis or 
celebrations. This may involve the coordination of a meal, visits, cards, personal assistance and 
prayers. Shepherding groups will also reach out to new church members or neighborhood new-
comers in their community. To find out more about the Shepherding Groups or to get involved, 
contact Kathy Carter at (843)671-2425. 

Sunday fellowship 

You eat dinner, right? 
Why not enjoy an evening 

of fellowship and food with 
Members of your Providence Family?   

Need help with child care?  
Let us know, we’ll help take care of it. 

Starting in September, dinners are scheduled four times a year 
and hosting is shared equally.   

You can host in your home or organize everyone to meet at a restaurant.   
It’s that simple. Come join the fun!  

This program is not complicated, taxing or a commitment without end.  

Interested?…Contact Kate Keep at 
katekeep1013@gmail.com to sign up. 

 

***52 Members of Providence have signed up so far*** 

Dine 
program 8 with 

Prepare a Dish to Take…Pack it and Go… 

https://vimeo.com/122380085
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/Participating-Products
http://www.boxtops4education.com/participating-products
mailto:katekeep1013@gmail.com


Congregational Care 4 

Caring Evangelism: How to Live and Share Christ’s Love 

The first Caring Evangelism course to be offered at 
Providence Church started on 

September 16, 2015. 
 

SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT COURSE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

What is the purpose of this course?  The purpose of this course is to 

equip Christians to share Christ’s love in their daily lives through words 
and actions that people welcome. During the course, participants will: 

 Examine and address the fears and misunderstandings that 
swirl around the subject of evangelism. 

 Explore the principles of Caring Evangelism and learn how 
to put those principles into action. 

 Study biblical stories and promises that speak to people’s 
deepest longings. 

 Practice and develop essential skills for sharing Christ’s love 
in a thoughtful way. 

What is Caring Evangelism?  Caring evangelism is a natural, comfort-

able way to share God’s Good News.  Caring Evangelism conveys re-
spect and understanding for people, focuses on their needs, and gently 
communicates God’s Love. 

Contact Jack Dempsey at 843-686-6270 for alternate course offerings. 

A man like Adam...who was cut off from all that gave 
meaning to life and needed someone to remind him of 
God’s promise. 
A man like Noah...who witnessed the destruction of everything around him and 
needed someone to wait with him for a new day. 
A man like Paul...who knew the unending distress of a thorn in the flesh and 
needed someone to rejoice when he rejoiced and weep when he wept.  
A man like Jesus...who knew intense disappointment, sorrow, grief, rejection, 
and loneliness and needed an angel of God to minister to him. 
A man like You…hope, help and healing are just a phone call away. 

What Kind of Man Would Receive 
the Care of a Stephen Minister? 

5 Music & Outreach 

The American Guild of Organists is having a BachFest Concert at Providence Church on Friday, 
November 13, at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $20 and may be purchased after the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. services. Contact JooSoo Son for more information. Proceeds from the concert will be used to 

support the Low Country Chapter’s scholarship fund. 

Summer is over and our chancel and bell 
choirs are back on the second week of 
September.  The regular rehearsal for 
chancel choir is on Wednesday night, and 
bell choir meets at 4:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 
If you are a Christian who’d like to sing 
God’s praises, please let JooSoo or our 
choir members know.  We’d love to have 
you with us! 

Welcome Back our Chancel 
and Bell Choirs! 

Good-bye to Dean Min-
ford, our Long- Time 

Chancel and Bell 
Choir Member. 

Choir members said 
good-bye to Dean, who 

served as a bass in chancel 
choir and a bell ringer for 
a long time. He moved to 

Pennsylvania where 
his son lives now. 

We will miss you, Dean!  

        As you’re aware, the Bible teaches us a 
great deal about moral decision-making.  For 38 
consecutive years the Low Country Men of the 
Church, which includes men from Providence 
church and many local area churches, have 
sponsored a three-day symposium on ethical 
and moral decision-making for college students. 
This is an invitation for you to help!    
    This year’s symposium will be held Thursday-
Saturday, October 22-24, 2015 on the First 
Presbyterian Church campus. Twenty-five col-
leges will send a faculty member and four col-
lege upper-class students to attend. They will 
be immersed in classroom discussions of con-
temporary ethical issues using the case study 
method. What a terrific way to study God’s lead 
here on Hilton Head Island. 
    With all the focus in our society on financial 
gain and winning at any cost, it’s important that 
the church play a key role in teaching our fu-
ture leaders that they can be successful by 
doing what is right, good, honest and fair… 
ethical values do not have to be compromised. 
This is the objective of the College Ethics Sym-
posium.    

   You can help support this most important 
endeavor by making your home available for 
overnight lodging for two to four students and/
or a faculty advisor on Thursday and Friday, 
October 22 and 23. It has been a rewarding 
experience for those families who have served 
as hosts in prior years. Or, if you would simply 
like to host a Thursday night dinner in your 
home for four students and their professor, 
that is another way to help (without having to 
do a load of sheets after they leave).  
   If you have questions regarding the hosting or 
would like to help out as a host, please contact 
Phil Smith, 843-301-3474; phils-
dock@roadrunner.com or Jim Webb, 843-681-
8268; jwebb87111@aol.com.  Host families will 
be invited to a reception dinner as guests of the 
Low Country Men of the Church Symposium 
Committee to meet and greet the students, 
faculty and other hosts at First Presbyterian on 
Friday, October 23. What a great way for you to 
help mold the leaders of tomorrow.  
 

“Until All the Nets are Full!” 

JooSoo Son’s 

Music Notes 

Announcing... the College Ethics Symposium   

https://www.stephenministries.org/On_Line_Store/Images/ItemPictures/SMy_hat_large.png
mailto:philsdock@roadrunner.com
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