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The elections have just been completed.  For many there were tears of gladness and for 
others there were tears of sadness.  All of us who voted, prayerfully considered who would 

be the best to run our country.  We desire wise, strong, rule.  As we approach this holiday 
season the prophet’s oracle comes to mind -  

 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:  

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

 and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor,  

 The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 (KJV) 

We see back to the 8th century BC that the people desired good government, peace, and 

prosperity, so Isaiah spoke for God to meet their yearnings.  Foreign powers were threatening 

the borders of Judah, filling the people with fear. The One sent by God would be a 
“Wonderful Counselor” with extraordinary wisdom to establish peace in the kingdom. Was 

King Hezekiah the fulfillment of the prophecy?  We ask ourselves, is President-elect Donald 
Trump the leader we waited for?   

 

Jesus was born into a world of chaos, fear and anxiety.  His 
governance ultimately provides the solutions beyond public policy.  

His wonderful power lasts long after the nations crumble.  “And the 

Government shall be upon His shoulder.”  Those shoulders carried a 

cross and by His sacrifice we have been healed.   

 
As we move from the elections and into the holiday season, let us 

faithfully sing our carols and proclaim we have only one Savior and 
His name is Jesus.  On Him we place our hope.  “The hopes and 

fears of all the years” are met in birth of our Lord. 

 

I wish for you peace, eternal peace, as I am Your brother, 

In Christ, 

 

 

 
John Wall 
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Youth Ministry                    by Christian Beamguard 
 

As we close out 2016, I am shifting focus towards programs for the New Year. In November, our 
mission trip for next summer will be announced. Then, in December, we will begin our fundraising 

efforts for that trip. One of the service opportunities I have already identified is Camp Joy, a week-
long special needs camp in the mountains of North Carolina that is very close to my heart. Please be 

in prayer about whether you and/or your student would be interested in pairing one-on-one with a
special needs adult for a week during the summer. Hurricane Matthew may have thrown our 
schedule off slightly, but we are continuing with our Wednesday night Bible Study in the book of 

Romans. This has been a great exploration of the depth of God’s grace and mercy, and what it 
actually means to be justified 
through Christ’s blood. The apostle 

Paul reminds us in Romans chapter 6 
that we are not called to a life of 

slavery to our sin. Christ lives in us to 
give us a freedom from Satan’s 
snares, especially in times of fierce 

temptation and heartache.  In our 
weakness, God’s strength is perfect. 

It is truly a joy for me to share the 
gospel with you and your students 
on a regular basis. I thank God 

every day for the work He is doing in 
this church, and in this community.  

As always, the youth calendar is 
posted online and updated as 
events are planned. Please contact 

me to learn more about any of 
these opportunities, and to find out 

how you can be involved!  
 

NEW! “F3”     

by Cynda Schuttera
 

Friendship, Food & Fun (F3), formerly 

known as Dine with Eight, will be 
starting its new season in January.  
 

Please consider becoming part of a 
small group (7-9 people) that gathers 

for friendship, food and fun every 2-3 
months. This is a great opportunity to 
get to know other members of our 

congregation. For more information or 
to sign up, contact Cynda Schuttera

843-683-9807 or cjhurley@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

    

Above (L-R):  Laura Ludwick, Raechel Schroeder and 

Olivia Wyrick helping pack Samaritan’s Purse boxes 
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Meizon                          by Christian Beamguard 
 

On a Sunday night in October, our normal schedule of preaching was replaced by a time of sharing, 
where everyone was encouraged to share a word or a story. Rev. Kevin Bruchert prepared those 
gathered for this time by reminding us that God is greater than our struggles, and it is good for us to 

rest in His strength. We had some truly amazing stories of God’s work in all our lives that night; and the 
overwhelming theme seemed to be “trust.” Christian Beamguard recently taught on Luke 5 and John 

21, two times in the Gospels where Jesus asks his disciples to cast their nets out to catch fish. Even 
after a long night of catching nothing, the disciples show their trust by agreeing to cast one more 
time. In both stories, the catch of fish from that one last cast is the stuff of legends. The men in those 

boats could have reacted in anger or disbelief at this man telling them to give it one more shot, but  
instead they reacted in love and trust. As Christians, we 

often encounter heartache in our relationships, our work, 
and even in our churches. The good news is that through 
His son, we know God guides all of these things, even 

when they look grim to us. Romans 8:28 says, “And we 
know that God works all things together for the good of 

those who love Him, who are called according to His 
purpose.” Please join us Sunday nights at 6 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall to see how God is making things work in 

Meizon! 

30 Years of Causing God Joy                        by Gloria Scott 
 

After a great weekend in September of celebrating the 30th anniversary of the installation of the 
founding Pastor of Providence Presbyterian, Dr. Gerald S. Mills, with lots of fun, lots of sharing meals 

 with long-time friends and new friendships, lots of 
remembrances and reunions: plans are now 
underway to continue celebrating our heritage with 
thanksgiving to God for the 30th anniversary of the 
Chartering of Providence Presbyterian Church.  On 

Sunday, December 11, one service at 11:00 a.m., we 
will honor our living Charter Members and our former 
Pastors.  Dr. Gerald Mills will preach.  His sermon is 

titled “Four Hebrew Insights into the Christian Faith.”  
He will also offer a Sunday School class at 10:00 a.m. 

on “One Parable as you Never Heard It.”   There will 
be special music (including a bagpiper to welcome 
you to worship) and also a catered brunch in 

Fellowship Hall after worship.  There is a small charge 
for the brunch of $10.00 per person – children: age 5 

& under are free; ages 5 to 12/$5.00.  To make your 
reservation, call the church office (843-842-5673) or 
email gloriappchhi@hargray.com. 

  
Don’t miss it – everyone is invited . . . 

30 years of God’s rich blessings continue! 
 

   

Providence’s 1989 Building Committee 

standing in front of the Chapel in the Woods:  

Jim Coleman, Gerry Mills, Simon Fraser,  

Wes Wilhelm, Mack Parsons, Peggy Morgan 

and Vance Fowler 
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Stephen Ministry – Are you in need of an ANGEL?   by Jack Dempsey 

 

Hope, Help and Healing are just a phone call away!  “Be still and LISTEN” 

 

A man whispered, “God, speak to me.” A meadowlark sang, but the man did not hear. So the man 
yelled, “God, speak to me.” The thunder rolled across the sky, but the man did not listen. The man 
looked around and said, “God, let me see you.” A star shined brightly in the night sky, but the man 

did not see. Then the man shouted, “God, show me a miracle.” A life was born, but the man did not 
notice. So the man cried out in despair, “Touch me God, and let me know that you are here.” 

Whereupon, God reached down and touched the man, but the man brushed the butterfly away 
and walked on. The man cried, “God, I need your help.” A copy of Providence Today arrived, 
offering help to all members of our congregation, but the man tossed it out.  

 
Don’t miss out on a blessing because it is not packaged the way you expect. Remember that God is 

always around us in the little and simple things that we often take for granted. Everyone is fighting 
some kind of battle. As stated by Helen Steiner Rice, “God, sends his little angels in many forms and 
guises … to reach out and touch the hand of all who do not know him and cannot understand. That 

often through an angel, whose wings will never fly, the Lord is pointing out the way to his eternal sky.” 
 

Angels, without wings, are out there for you – 
we know them here at Providence as Stephen 
Ministers. If you or someone you know is 
struggling with one of life’s many problems, 
HELP is just a phone call away.  Contact Dr. 
Wall at the Church Office 843-842-5673, Nancy 
Ludtke at 843-384-6363, or Jack Dempsey at 
843-686-6270. 

 

Providence Presents!     by JooSoo Son 
 

Providence is hosting The Children of the World International 
Choir on December 8th at 7 pm. This choir is made up of 
disadvantaged and orphaned children from several different 

countries sponsored by World Help. World Help is a faith-
based humanitarian organization that exists to serve the 

physical and spiritual needs of people in impoverished 
communities around the world. They provide physical needs, 
medical and educational assistance and ensuring access to 

clean water to many countries. They promise to meet 
people’s spiritual needs by providing Bibles and establishing 
churches.  In this tour, there will be 13 children sharing their 

songs stories and testimony. We ask you to consider being a 
host family for these children for the night of their 

performance. Please join us in potluck dinner at 5:30 pm prior 
to the concert to meet them!   

All Providence Presents! concerts are free of charge. 
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Stewardship Update             by Bob Crudden 

 
This article presents a challenge concerning the Stewardship situation at 
Providence. During the last quarter of 2015 Providence enjoyed an amazing Spirit 

led period of giving which allowed Providence to exceed the budget for 2015.  
Based on those results, plus the desire of Session to continue to CAUSE GOD JOY 

by expanding our Children, Youth, and Christian Education areas, certain 
decisions were made which required approving an aggressive budget for 2016. 
Those decisions were made based on the confidence that the Providence 

congregation would continue to respond to the leading of the Spirit. 
Unfortunately, that confidence has not yet borne fruit.  As of the end of October 
Providence contributions totaled just over $574,000. This produces a deficit of 

$120,000 under the budget anticipated results of $694,000.    
 

Our expenses for 2016 have been well controlled. At the end of October, we are 
approximately $72,000 under budget.  While much of this “under budget” 
situation is due to timing and control of payments, we anticipate our year end 

expenses to be very close to the budgeted figure of over $900,000.  Salaries, 
Insurance, Maintenance, and other items must of course be paid. 

 
The result of meeting scheduled payments with a shortfall in cash receipts has 
put a severe strain on Providence’s cash position. In order to meet these 

expenses, we have had to “borrow” from our Operating Reserve. We have done 
this in the past in varying amounts with the intention of repaying the Reserve 

when the contributions have materialized. This has always been accomplished, 
in a sense providing us with an “internal” line of credit. This year however, has put 
an increasing strain on this ability. We are currently “borrowing” approximately 

$85,000 from that reserve in order to stay current with our payments. This figure 
represents the highest level of reserve usage in recent memory. 

 
As stated at the beginning of this memo; we are in a challenging position that I 
believe only the Spirit and as importantly, our following of the Spirit can correct.  

Please prayerfully consider your planned giving through the rest of the year as 
we continue to strive to CAUSE GOD JOY.   
 
 

Discipleship: Advent Study 

 

The “Sent” will begin Sunday, November 27th and go through 
December 18h. The class will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel in the 
Mills building. This will be a journey to discover how, where and why 

we are sent. We will be challenged by story, art and Bible study. 
 

The topics include 1. Jesus Reconciles; 2. Jesus sets us free;  3. Jesus 
is God with Us; 4. Jesus brings New Life; 5. Jesus changes everything. 
 

***The “Sent” will also be offered on Wednesday nights beginning 
on November 30th through December 21st at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel
as well. 
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Good News from Your Missions Team              by Jan Crudden 
 

As Providence celebrates its 30th Anniversary, a further cause for 
celebration is the role that Missions has played in this congregation since 
the beginning. As of the end of 2016, Providence will have supported 

mission efforts with over $3 million dollars. THANK YOU! This is a testimony to 
your heritage and a challenge to continue with this priority. 

  
Thank you for your support in October to the Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox Collection. Not only did you pack your own 

boxes but many stopped in to help pack the additional boxes that are 
sent through your ongoing Missions support. 

 
In addition, $2,000 was used for hurricane relief. As a side note, we 
received a $500 contribution to distribute from Abbeville Presbyterian 

Church whose youth group had been here this summer as part of the 
Adventures In Mission (AIM) program. 

  
Much needed continued support will be going to Deep Well in November 
and December as you supply and deliver, the “makings” of 55 

Thanksgiving Dinners to their clients. Sign up is going on NOW. 
  

And while you’re shopping, go ahead and pick up a toy (or two) that will go to 

the Deep Well Santa’s Toy Shop. Through the Toy Shop, parents are able to 
select appropriate gifts and provide Christmas joy to their children. Toys will be 

collected in early December.  We have been blessed to be a blessing and with 
your support for these efforts, Providence is well on its way to the next $3 million! 
 

Providence Early Learning Center                     by Cecile Bibaud 

 
Providence Early Learning is making great strides!  We were rated a B+ by South Carolina’s Quality 
Enhancement program.   This is a measure of our program, materials and most of all the interaction 

between teachers an student.   With this comes the responsibility of advocating for quality care 
throughout the area.   Through their voucher program, we are able to serve children at risk for school 
failure, as well as economically disadvantaged families.  Our reputation as a top quality center 

continues to grow.  We learned today that we have again received Hilton Head Monthly’s Readers’
Choice Award!  Providence Presbyterian Church and the volunteers play an integral role in our 

program.  We would love for you to get to know us better! You are welcome to attend any of our 
programs and activities!  Listed here are our “happenings” during the holidays: 
 

November 17, 4:00 p.m.: Our family Thanksgiving celebration  
November 19, 8:30 a.m.: We are having a pancake breakfast fund raiser. $5.00 each.  
December 3, 9:00 a.m.: Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Santa. 
December 8, 6:00 p.m.: The children’s Christmas Program will be in the Chapel  
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DON’T MISS THESE NOVEMBER-DECEMBER EVENTS! 
 

NOVEMBER 16, 5:45 P.M.  CHURCH FAMILY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

NOVEMBER 18, 5:30 P.M.  PROVIDENCE PRESENTS! CLASSICAL GUITARIST BRIAN LUCKETT  

NOVEMBER 19, 8:30 A.M.  PELC PANCAKE BREAKFAST IN FELLOWSHIP HALL FOLLOWED BY 

     CAMPUS WORK DAY! 

NOVEMBER 20, 7:00 P.M.   COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING WORSHIP, 1ST  PRES. CHURCH 

DECEMBER 3, 9:00 A.M.  WORKSHOP FOR ALL CHURCH OFFICERS, FELLOWSHIP HALL 

     PELC BREAKFAST WITH SANTA IN YOUTH BUILDING 

DECEMBER 6, 4:00 P.M.  SERVICE OF COMFORT AND HOPE, IN OUR CHAPEL 

DECEMBER 8, 6:00 P.M.  PELC CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IN OUR CHAPEL 

     7:00 P.M.  CHILDREN OF THE WORLD CHOIR CONCERT IN SANCTUARY 

DECEMBER 11, 11:00 A.M. ONE MORNING SERVICE FOR OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY  

      NOON  CATERED BRUNCH IN FELLOWSHIP HALL (MAKE RESERVATIONS) 

DECEMBER 24, 4:00 P.M.  NATIVITY SERVICE FOR ALL CHILDREN & FAMILIES 

      6:00 P.M.  CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

DECEMBER 25, 11:00 A.M. ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AND CAROL SING-ALONG  

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS: 
 

If you wish to contribute to our lovely display of  
poinsettias this Christmas season, please fill out this 
form and bring by or mail to the church office. 
 

NAME ___________________________________________________________ 
Number of poinsettias @ $12.50 each _________ Total $________________ 
I will pick up poinsettia(s) after worship on Christmas Eve. Yes___ No___ 

Make check out to Providence Church with “POINSETTIA” on the memo 
line.  Poinsettias will be ordered by December 1st, so please place your 

order as soon as possible.  Thank you. 
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171 Cordillo Parkway 
Hilton Head Island SC  29928 

 

Come to our 
 

Service of 
Comfort and 

Hope 

Are you dreading the holidays due to the 

 loss of a loved one?

Tuesday, December 6,  

4:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
 

 Sponsored by Stephen Ministry


