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Living On a Balanced Budget

The state of our national economy is dominatirggriws and most of us are wondering how it wiketfiour personal
finances. Our budget is a legitimate concernuslassures us that our heavenly Father knows thabwe needs. (Matthew
6:31-32) But He goes on to say, "Seek first GEt'gdom." (Matthew 6:33)

We have a spiritual budget as well as a finaraia and we need to keep it balanced. Jesus wakisg®f our day
when He said, "Because iniquity shall abound, ¢ive of many shall wax cold." (Matthew 24:12) THeesn't happen
suddenly. This is a subtle process that takeprathe life of believers whereby their spiritbaldget gets out of balance
and they find themselves living in red ink. Theiiritual expenses exceed their spiritual inconefarally their deficits
catch up with them and they forget who they arethed/ows that they have made.

In Judges 11:35 Jephthah says these words, "Idiaee my word to the Lord and | cannot take itbbadHe had rashly
promised God that if He would give military victoiy Israel, he would sacrifice to God that whiaistfimet him when he
returned from battle. His daughter met him. Themuch debate about whether she was actualliopldgath. Our point
here is, that while we may criticize Jephthah fierrashness, we must respect him for taking sdsi@ms promise made to
God. The psalmist teaches us that the one whostowis own hurt and does not change" is blestdwed.ord. (Psalm
15)

Too many marriage vows made before God in the radrtiee Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit@mesoon
forgotten. Church membership vows to attend tinéises of the Church, to work for its purity and grosperity are quickly
forgotten. Promises made to train one's childneihé nurture and admonition of the Lord, to instthem in the principles
of our Christian faith as taught in the Word of Gud also too soon forgotten.

Why is it that people give their word to the Landd then take it back? It is a matter of grade&toration—often
imperceptible to others. Year in and year outicitdbllows deficit, and for a time we seem to getay with it. Then
suddenly there is catastrophe! Reproach to theer@dr@hrist. Indifference to the things of Godbafidoning the worship
of the Most High. The name of the Lord is discrediiby one who made a solemn vow to God to befédith Him and His
Church.

How do we maintain a balanced budget? The Ap®&stld gives us instruction in this by way of anstration or
example. He mentions Demas three times. He laimlis"My fellow-laborer;" (Colossians 4:14) and $&ys, "Demas greets
you." (Philemon 24) Some years later he writessidd words, "Demas has forsaken me, having ldwegtesent world."
(Il Timothy 4:10) What happened between theseeafies? Demas' spiritual budget got out of balahesoutgo exceeded
the income. He began living in the red and theavbe thought had lost its hold on him began taatthim again and
overcame him. He turned his back on Christ, orl Badion God's work. He was overcome by the wollaines tells us
that, "Each of us is tempted when, by his own @egire, he is dragged away and enticed.” (Jands 1:

This has been a concern of Christian Pastors fhenbeginning. The writer to the Hebrews is conedrwith the lack of
care given to maintaining one's spiritual life.tekfa stern warning about falling away he writégnd that drinks in the rain
often falling on it and that produces a crop usaduhose for whom it is farmed receives the blegsif God. But land that
produces thorns and thistles is worthless and dairger of being cursed." (Hebrews 6:7-8)

Now he gives words of encouragement. He listsesofthe fruit that he knew had been producedéir fives,
(Hebrews 6:10): because of their love, they hadkeaand labored for the Lord; they had ministeredther saints; and
they were still ministering. (I Thessalonians 1(B-Revelation 2:2) These are some of the thihgsdaccompany salvation;
he then goes on to encourage diligent effort: "Weaat want you to become lazy, but to imitate thoke through faith and
patience inherit what has been promised.” (Heb@&w/2)



