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Lifeon the Other Side

"He will swallow up death for all time, and therdoGod will wipe tears away from all faces, andwik remove the
reproach of His people from all the earth; for lthoed has spoken;" Isaiah 25:8. This truth is restaeveral times in the
book of Revelation. "And God shall wipe away eviggr from their eyes; and there shall no longearipedeath; there shall
no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain..evBlation 21:4.

Having just finished a series of sermons throdmghldook of Isaiah it is reasonable that Heavemisig mind. Isaiah
60-66 has a great deal to say about the eterrtal sta

The apostle Paul was excited about the prospdetwing this life and being with the Lord in Heay# Corinthians
5:8. He said, "For me to live is Christ, and te @i gain;" Philippians 1:21. He went on to sdyarh torn between the two; |
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is bditefar; but it is more necessary for you thatrmain in the body;"
Philippians 1:23-24.

A strong desire to live is normal. In fact, itsasie exception for anyone who has good healthisaadgaged in
productive, satisfying pursuits to view death asiddle. Yet here he declared that, "To die imgaHow could he say that?
No doubt his suffering and trials made him feet thay at times. He, no doubt, longed to be rel@dsen the persecution
and hardship he was enduring, but Paul was nos@apést. He was willing to endure anything indeésvice for Christ. The
reason for his attitude is stated in verse 23.délred, "To depart and be with Christ, which rslfetter.”

The reason Paul could look forward with such &oditton to Heaven was that he lived for Christ artle He was able
to say and really mean it, "For me to live is Ctitis

Its not the way for most people. Some live tq etiters for selfish satisfaction. For them telig pleasure. For others
to live is wealth; but Paul's consuming passionlamd, and the thing which occupied his time anméated his energies, was
Christ. It is to the extent that we love and saheelLord Jesus here and now that we can anticipatprospect of seeing
Him and being with Him in Heaven.

Heaven is a glorious place. Paul wrote: "l coasttiat our present sufferings are not worth compawith the glory
that will be revealed in us;" Romans 8:18. Andtwvg to the Christians in the city of Corinth heutabsay: "For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, is workingrfus a far more exceeding and eternal weightarfyglvhile we look not
at the things which are seen but at the thingshwlie not seen; for the things which are seeneanpdral, but the things
which are not seen are eternal;" || Corinthiang 4t 8.

The Bible paints a magnificent picture of Heavdiris a truly desirable place. Jesus had His homith His Father in
mind as He neared the cross. "Now glorify thoutbtgether with Thyself, Father, with the glory whidhad with Thee
before the world was;" John 17:5. He had saidtghbefore this: "In my Father's house are manyltimgplaces...l go to
prepare a place for you, and if | go and prepaiaee for you, | will come again and receive yowiygself; that where | am
there you may be also;" John 14:2-3.

C.S. Lewis wrote: "At present we are on the oetsifithe world, the wrong side of the door. Wecelis the freshness
and purity of morning, but they do not make usHrasd pure. We cannot mingle with the splendorsees but all of the
leaves of the New Testament are rustling with thmar that it will not always be so. Someday, Gallirvg we shall get in."

Jesus said to the unbelieving Jews: "In spitd@ftorks | do, you do not believe. You do notdeadi because you are
not of My sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and kktittem and they follow Me; and | give eternal lifethem and they
shall never perish;" John 10:25-28.



