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The Wisdom God Gives

What is wisdom? It is distinct from knowledge Imretgeneral sense. It is not simply the capacityrasp great
bodies of learning. If that were the case theeenaainy wise men who are really fools.

In the book oProverbs wisdom is given as truth for living. Wisdom teashes how to come to grips with the
realities of life, so that our lives will be meagfal and successful. Truth for living is the foatidn for Hebrew
thought. The Hebrews had little use for what theeks called philosophy.

The Greeks wanted to know the ultimate principlbgch stand behind things. They discussed andtdéline
details continually. The Jews said, you have tsamething, not just know something to get onfm liAnd you
must know and do the right thing. To know the tighnot necessarily to do it. The wise man kndivesright and
does it. Wisdom is the junction of the good arelttie. James picks up this idea in James 1:2#,p&ve
yourselves doers of the Word, and not merely heavlio delude themselves." The boolPobverbsis very
useful. We can memorize portions of it for guidan©ne popular passage many people memorize V&P
3:5-6, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, add not lean on your own understanding. In all yoays
acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths." jlist memorize, however, will not make one wise, give
him a happy life.

In the book ofProverbs wisdom is more than clever little sayings or litti@ts about how to run your life.
Wisdom is personified, she becomes a person. "disshouts in the street, she lifts her voice insitpeare,"
Proverbs 1:20. Jesus uses the same personificatiatthew 11:19b, "Wisdom is vindicated by heeds."
Here He unites this life to that life beyond deatiere the fruits of wisdom are clearly seen.

Both John and Jesus came proclaiming the wayeoha&it salvation. They had different styles, betythoth
were rejected. In fact both had become the obpatiésparaging remarks by the religious leaderattiew
11:18-19. But, "Wisdom is proved right by her deé&dThe ultimate verdict lies not with these cstibut with
the outcome. The Jews might criticize God's mesdagt God's message will prevail and thus His eregsr
vindicated. Victory is on the side of truth.

The Apostle Paul takes wisdom to its final and hppsfound expression; | Corinthians 1: 26-30, "For
consider, brothers, the way God called you; thanmany of you, in accordance with human standavese wise,
not many influential, not many of high birth. Jtis¢ opposite: God chose what the world calls &boto put the
wise to shame, what the world calls weak to putstheng to shame, what the world calls of low degyea, what
it counts as nothing and what it thinks does nagteod chose to put a stop to what it thinks texiso that no
mortal man might ever boast in the presence of GRwmlyou owe it all to Him through union with Chriesus,
whom God has made our wisdom, our means of rigimidshg, our consecration, and our redemption, 8o #s
the Scripture says, 'Let him who boasts, boagteribrd'." (Williams Translation) Jesus Christhe key to all of
life. If you know Him and His ways you will be ablo fit the pieces of life together. He says, M@dao Me, all
you who are weary and burdened, and | will give yest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me,| fam
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rfestyour souls. For My yoke is easy and My burdselight."—
Matthew 11:28-30



