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February 2012

Congregational Church of Batavia

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 1 N Rev. Greg Skiba
begins as interim pastor

February 5 N Boy Scout
Sunday

All-Church pizza lunch;
church tour

February 12 N New member
session

Annual budget meeting

February 19 N New member
session

February 26 N New Member
Sunday; lunch for
everyone

March 4 N Bowl for KidsO
Sake

June 1-2 N All-church
campout

June 17-22 N Sr. High
mission trip to Cairo

We welcome Rev.
Greg Skiba who
begins his interim
ministry with us on
February 1, 2012.
Please join me in
welcoming Greg to
our congregation.

Bob Huxtable

PASTOROS (LAST!) MESSAGE:

Dear Friends,

What a great celebration last night! | loved the musical presentations
and the congregational singing. It was a wonderful combination of
fun, good music and worship. What | enjoy about the meal is seeing
people sitting together and getting acquainted. Marsha and | were
delighted to have all of our children with usNand grandson Wesley

and Chris® parents, Rollie and Sandi.

OThank you! Thank you!O to everyone who worked to provide us all with a
wonderful time. To our staff for coming up with celebration ideas, to Peggy Hawse
for organizing the musical numbers and to all who performed. The lovely program
cover was designed by Kris Luedtke, and many people commented on my portrai
by Joe Limbaugh.

Thanks as well to Lynn and Don Smith who organized the potluck, and to the table
decorators Ken and Mary Jane McFee, Carrie Young, Carol Crane, Dick and Ellie
MacFeely. There are, of course, many others to thank, but forgive me for not being
able to name them all.

One of the joys of a long-term pastorate is the relationships, the friendships in
Christ, that develop over the years as a result of worshiping and serving togethel
of being with you in major life eventsNbirths, marriages, baptisms, and, sadly,
funerals and other times of loss.

When you think about it, we could describe our Christian faith in terms of
relationships. A Christmas song says, OGod wants to be close to his children, so F
became a child.O God-in-Christ takes on human flesh to reveal himself to us an
restore us to a right relationship with him. In Christ we are Obrothers and sisters
who are called to love one another and to serve together in the world Christ cam
to redeem.

In fact, we could say that God-in-himself IS relational; we affirm the eternal

indwelling of Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the One God, and we affirm the love

that exists among the three persons in the One God. God is love; God is :
OcommunityO of love.

Grateful for your friendship in Christ,

David

PS Earl ClemensO daughter, Pam, and her family attended the music program I
night. Afterwards, Pam and her husband, Richard, told me that Rev. Greg Skiba
our Interim Pastor, married them and baptized their children. OYouOll like Pastc
Greg,0 Pam said.
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Linen Drive
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.- 4.  OnFebruary 5
; and February 12,
the Outreach Team will be

sponsoring a Linen Drive to
benefit the Batavia Clothes
Closet. Please bring new or

very gently used _sheets,

towels, blankets, and bedding of
all sizes to donate to the
Clothes Closet. There will be
bins in the hallway outside of
Paxton Hall to collect the items.
Thank you so much for donating
to this cause!

New Member Month

February 5 N All-Church Pizza
and Tour N everyone is
welcomel!

February 12 & 19 N new
member session with a light
lunch

February 26 N New Member
Sunday, with lunch for everyone
as we honor and greet our new
members.

If you are interested in joining
this congregation, please check
the Response Sheet, or contact
Pam Russell at 630-879-1999.

Stewardship Prayer

My parish is composed of people like me. | help make it what it is. It will
be friendly, if | am. It will be holy, if | am. Its pews will be filled, if | help fill
them. It will do great work, if | work. It will be prayerful, if | pray. It will
make generous gifts to many causes, if | am a generous giver. It will
bring others into worship, if | invite and bring them.

It will be a parish of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, of
compassion, charity, and mercy, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with
these same things.

Therefore, with the help of God, | now dedicate myself to the task of
being all things that | want my parish to be.

Adapted from the stewardship prayer of the Diocese of San Diego
Thanks to Paul Byrd for sharing it with us.

Single Mom Support Group

We are seeking women who have been divorced, widowed or never
married and who have children ranging from infancy to adolescence, who
are seeking to meet other single moms. This support group setting
decreases isolation, offers multiple solutions to problems, provides
resources and helps the single mom feel okay about being single.

Moms develop their own goals that are addressed through group
interaction and discussion. These discussions may include:

¥ improving parenting skills, such as building self-esteem in
children and developing effective discipline

¥ how to take care of yourself, manage stress and improve
self-esteem and self-acceptance

¥ ways to increase assertiveness, set boundaries in
relationships and develop problem solving and decision
making skills

The Single MomOs Support Group meets every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at
Congregational Church of Batavia. Child care is provided. To join the
group, the first step is to call TriCity Family Services at 630-232-1070.
The cost for the group is $5.00 per session. The group is facilitated by a
TriCity Family ServicesO professional.

Mark your calendars?
2nd Annual All-church Campoujt

June 2-3, 2012,
Wesley Woods Camp in Williams Bay, WI

Choose betwqen tent, capin
or house Ocamping.O

Questions? Please contact Julie Knanishu
badger_jack@comcast.net or 630-859-1328.
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Bulletins

You can
acknowledge special
events by providing altar
Bowers or bulletins in
2012. The Rower book is
on the table at the back of
the sanctuary.

The bulletin sign-up sheet
is on the bulletin board by
the ofpces. The cost is $20
a week for the bulletins.

& Flowers and
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The baskets in both courtyard
entries are for donations to the
Batavia Interfaith Food Pantry. We
collect items on the first Sunday of
the month.
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Our busy youth and young adults!

First, THANK YOU to our Senior High students who decorated residentsO doors f
Christmas at Marklund Home in Batavia. Marklund is a facility for
developmentally disabled and brain injured folks. We also go in the summer t
assist with their softball gamesNone youth with each wheelchair-bound player. Wi
love it.

THANK YOU to our Junior High students for their efforts on the Giving Tree this
year. Special thanks to Amanda Srail who takes the lead on this year after ye.
And THANK YOU, everyone, for your generosity in buying all the gifts! Wow!
And while | am at it, THANK YOU, everyone, for purchasing wreaths for the
Senior HighOs fundraiser. We made $800 for our three Compassion Internatiot
children, whom we sponsor as a group.

The YAMs (young adult ministry) made ten fleec
blankets together at their Christmas party.
below for where they will be distributed! Anc
THANK YOU to the YAMs for their contributions
to the 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service. The mus
and readings were lovely.

THANK YOU to the Srails for hosting the Juniorg
High Christmas party and to the Beckleys fd
hosting the Senior High Christmas patrty.

THANK YOU to Ben Field, Megan and Mike LeResche, Dan Pearson, and Andrew
Pearson for their leadership at the Junior High Lock In. THANK YOU to Tyler
Brauhn, Steve Starzyk, Owen Beckley, Sarah Christensen, Catherine Christens
and Dan Pearson for their leadership at the Senior High Lock In.

WhatOs next?

The Junior High students are going to Lifespring Home in Aurora (part of Wayside
Cross) which is a shelter for women and children, on January 28. They will b
entertaining 20 kids in the shelter, ages 1-11, for a couple hours with games, stori
food, and fun. And you guessed itNwe will be gifting the kids with the fleece
blankets made by the YAMs.

The Junior High also entertained a couple of visitors in the sanctuary during Logc
this month. Paws with a Cause were invited (friends of Val Pearson) to follow up o
the studentsO request to do something for animals and help the physically challen
this year. OPawsO combines both interests by training dogs |
assist folks who are wheelchair-bound, have autism, epilepsy,
MS, hearing impairments and more. Jean Born demonstrated th
dogsO skills for the students and then petting by all was in orde
Some or all of the Junior HighOs pancake breakfast fundraiser i
the spring will go to the Paws organization.
www.pawswithacause.org

Let no grass grow under the feet of our Senior High students.
Plans are in the works to bring 6-10 Cairo students here this
spring for some college visits and fun. Stay tuned for that one as we work out one
million detailsE

God is still speaking. Ask our young peop: -:-

To God be the glory!
~Marcia Schneider
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A Study In James

The Adult Education Committee will
present a new bible study series on the
book of James starting February 12,
2012, in the church library. We will be
using materials that are being written by
Bill and Sue Price's friend Cathy Deddo,
a laywoman who has taught several
years of women's bible studies that Sue
has participated in. She is a very gentle
person, focused on the word of God. Her
introduction to this series is as follows:

Ol am writing the studies with the aim of
helping us to place ourselves in the
position of being listeners of the textN
allowing God to address us through
James. My deepest hope is that people
gain a clearer picture of the good and
wonderful character of the triune God
and that their faith in Him is fed.O

Come to the church library from 10:30 to
11:30, on February 12, and see what the
Lord (and Cathy) have made. We will be
the first place this study series is tested.

Bill Price, and several additional
volunteers, will coordinate and pray for
our study together. Lectors (readers) who
have volunteered to date include Tracy
Beckley, Rick Lathrop, and Marcia
Lathrop.

Bils,

ast

Newcomers are
always welcome!

Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) N2 &
4t Thursdays at 9:45 a.m. in Paxton
Hall. Child care is provided.

MenOs Bible Study N Saturdays at 8:00
a.m., in Paxton Hall.
Coffee & donuts are waiting.

Monday Night WomenOs Bible Study N
Mondays at 7:30 p.m., in Gustafson
Library. Contact Pat Engel at

630-232-6931 or pate6931@yahoo.com

Wednesday Morning WomenOs Bible
Study N Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., in
Paxton Hall.

Led by David Foxgrover

YAMS (Young Adult Ministry) N Check the
bulletin for the schedule of activities.
Contact Marcia Schneider,
630-879-1999, if you have questions.

’ UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

On January 9, the following online devotional came from the UCC. The
author, Lillian Daniel, is the senior minister of the First Congregational
Church, UCC, Glen Ellyn, lllinois. You can sign up for the UCC daily
devotional by going to ucc.org.

Touchdown Theology

Micah 6:8 N OAnd what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.O

Reflection by Lillian Daniel

A few weeks agoTim TebowOs pastWayne Hanson, said he knew why
the Denver Broncos were 7-1 since installing Tebow as quarterback. Olt(
not luck,O Hanson said. OLuck isnOt winning six games in a row. It
favor. GodQOs favor.O

To be fair, the player himself made no such outrageous claims. But his
pastor seems to have skipped a few theology classes. Surely there al
other Christians praying just as hard on other teams. And what about the
players of other religions?

Does that pastor really think God is sitting up in Heaven on a
Barcalounger, with a beer, a bratwurst and a BroncoOs jersey, handing o
touchdowns? Do God and Jesus support the same team? And if not, the
which team does the Holy Spirit work through?

Does Mary, the sports fan, sit glued to the heavenly television set while
resentful Martha makes chicken wings and guacamole in the kitchen for
the Disciples? During commercial breaks, does Jacob wrestle the ange
for the remote?

My guess is that God delights in prayers of all kinds, whether they come
from the cathedral, the mosque, the meeting house, the exam room, th
doctor's office, the traffic jam, the homecoming dance or the football
field. All prayers and praise are welcome.

But as for touchdowns, skillful surgeons, happy first dates and fast lanes
those are human affairs. God doesnOt reward one player with
touchdown and curse another. God gives us the instructions on how tc
withstand the hard times, and how to withstand the good times, with
these wise words from Micalo justice, love mercy and walk humbly
with your God.

Prayer

God, let my successes bring glory to you and to others. Let my failures
prepare me for whatever is next. DonOt allow either one to define me. O
you, for that matter. Amen.

others
practice compassion
you
practice compassion
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FRIENDLY VISITORS meets
at the church every Friday at
1:30. Our mission is to visit
people from our church who are
living in health care centers or at
home but unable to get out. We
welcome newcomers!

Women®Os Connection ‘ | '

Sunday, February 19, 7:00 p.m., at
the home of Jane Thompson, 679
Blackhawk, Batavia. We will be
reviewing The Hunger Gamesy
Suzanne Collins P

Loose Ends

Monday, February 20, 1:30, at the
home of Daryl Srail, 87 W. Fabyan
Pkwy, Geneva (yellow house in

back). Information contact: Vi N
630-879-4293.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Do you love to knit or crochet?
Join us on Thursday, February
16, at 1:30, in the conference
room. Questions? Contact Joyce
Limbaugh at 630-406-7636 or
jomali87@yahoo.com.

Small Business Network

1st & 3 Thursdays of the month,
9:00 a.m., in Paxton Hall. For
more information, contact Ellen
Huxtable at 630-879-6511 or
huxtabl lumni.northwestern.

Check out our website
www.ccobnetwork.com

The Fox Valley Divorce
Support Group

This group has dissolved. If you
need more information, please
contact Dave and Judy Janis at
630-208-1724.

If you are a Boy Scout,
please wear your uniform that day.
The scouts will be greeting and ushering.

Bowl for KidsO Sake

The local chapter of Big Brothers/Big Sisters is hosting their largest
fundraiser: Bowl for KidsO Sake. Our church will bowl at Parkside
Lanes, Aurora, Sunday, March 4, at 3:00 and 4:00.

WhatOs involved? Practice your bowling! Raise at least $100 for the
BGBS organization. Show up to bowl.

For information, contact Marsha Seymour at 630-879-7653 or
jim_marsha@sbcglobal.net

FINANCE TEAM

The Finance Team reports the following results through the end of
2011. We ended the year with a surplus, providing us a buffer for
2012! Thank you to everyone who contributed during 2011!!

If you have any questions, please direct them to anyone on the team
Paul Byrd, John Mamminga, Matt Novak, Bob Popeck, or
Chris Reiss.

ACTUALS December Year to Date
Income $ 69,959.45 $499,466.05
Expenses $ 40,713.15 $487,783.12
Difference $ 29,246.30 $ 11,682.93

Expected total offerings through December: $465,820
Actual total offerings through December:  $460,402

'%$$!CD?D-8!

® A6B8/</B!CD?D-€

I"969%89%6% 0! 3;<6,7!CD?D-8!

1"$%%& % %Yot

1"
+,-1./0! 1,21 3421,5! +6-1 +6786819/4! :;<! =>?1@/;!



mailto:ehuxtable@alumni.northwestern.edu
mailto:ehuxtable@alumni.northwestern.edu
http://www.ccobnetwork.com
http://www.ccobnetwork.com
mailto:jim_marsha@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jim_marsha@sbcglobal.net

February Birthdays

Continuity gives

us roots;
Madison Rae 1 Eric Hoffer 18 Change
Dylan Ungstad 1 David Helfers 18 gives us o
Nancy Schmitz 2 Emily Miller 19 b h .
Lisa Schrader 3 Nick Allen 20 ranchnes, L
Annabelle Behrens 4 Matt Brennan 20 |ett|ng us
Mike Lee 4 Katie Doyle 20 h d
Paul Mainzinger 6 Matthew Potter 21 StrEtC an
Mallory Blomquist 7 Anne Victory 21 g row and -
Pam Brennan 7 Sue Carey 21 h
James Tait 7 Neil Maloney 22 reacn new
Lindsey Huddleston 8 Jeff Borrelli 23 .
Carol Patterson 8 Steve Rush 24 helghts'
Steve Cherry 9 Jack Rasmussen 24
Stacy Novotny 9 Joe Blomquist 26 ~Pauline R. Kezer
Gary Van Kempema 9 Jim Sayers 28
McKinley Neville 10 Kristen Vlach 28
Debbie Canfarelli 13 Brandon Ungstad 28 :' mEEmEEEEEEEEEeEs 'I
Ken McFee 14 1 3Q . I
Pam Moser 15 1 1
Angela Sutherland 15 J ] WTTW Channel 11 ]
Dave Mamminga 15 ) ) 1 Sundays, 5 p.m. 1
R.Mark Lee 16 February Annlve rsarie¢s : February 5 N Joan Chittister :
Stephen Starzyk 16 -
P 2y 1 February 12 N Sherre Hirsch 1
Susan Webber 17 Gigi & Kevin Gomes 10 1 February 19 N Eboo Patel i
Vi & Jack Rasmussen 18 I . o ) 1
Lisa & Greg Youngdahl 18 . February 26 N Christine Chakoian 1
Star & Doug Lawrence 27 R — |

If your birthday or anniversary is not

appearing on this list or is incorrect, please
contact the church office at 630-897-1999 or

The next Tower deadline is

February 19.

Send articles to
barbzillgitt@earthlink.net
or put them in the Tower

mailbox in the church office.

bataviaucc@sbcglobal.net

Pastor: David Foxgrover ¥ Interim Pastor: Greg Skiba
Director of Christian Education & Youth Ministries: Marcia Schneider
Director of ChildrenOs MinistriesLaura Bernabei ¥ Director of Connections: Pam Russell
Secretary: Debbie Poole ¥ Associate in Counseling: Carolyn Werneke
Director of Worship & Music; Vicki Linich ¥ Organist: Gene Ton
Moderator: Bob Huxtable ¥ Vice Moderator: Kevin Botterman ¥ Clerk: Carol Byrd
Treasurer: Susan Ungstad ¥ Financial Secretary: Judy Reiss ¥ Archivist: Leigh Tracy
Stewardship: Matt Wicks Finance: Paul Byrd « Facilities: Larry Robbins
Outreach: Peggy Hawse, Rick Lathrop ¥ Worship:Judy Jablecki ¢
Pastoral Care: Joyce Limbaugh ¥ Circle of Care: Carol Shaw
Sunday School Coordinator: Susan Ungstad ¥ Fellowship: Pat Engel « Heritage: Diane Upton
Webmaster: Don Schneider ¢+ IT: Don Schneider « Adult Ed: Bob Engel
Council Member-at-Large: Karen Kosky * Batavia Nursery School: Betsy Lewis, Pat Vidlak
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